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AS A IHIBUTB OP BSTBBM TO T^EIB FUSLIU YIRTUfiS^ 
IN BBfAIBNOING HUMAN BIOHT^ 

TB BBSPBCIVDLLT IMSOUBID, B¥ 



^ (|Ufc€AF) THE AUTHOR. 



TO THE RKADfiR. ^ 



On a general in'^pection of tlie following Work, some errors 
of the Press apjiear, which have unavoidaWy c<?eapcd the Au- 
thor's observation during the progress of the Work, and for 
which he begs leave to aptlM^ise. Bat inasmuch as be consi- 
ders the formal correction of erron^ when prefixed or appended 
to a boolt^ rather as a blemish than an advantage, he hopes the 
indulgent reader will excuse thepanctilioiie notification of ancb 
literal defects. 

With respect to the Tolame now presented to the Foblio^ he 
begs lea?e to state, that he has studiously CBdeavonred to com- 
prise, within the following sheets, as much miAter as woofd 
swell out three volumes o( a similar sise, according to t!)c 

modern style of the London Press, But, as heavy and expcu- 
give works, however national in character, are, at present, 
unsuited to civil exigence and the too general depression of 
trade, be has preferred a condensed, to an amplified form, to 
meet, wljat he conceives, the wishes of his liberal patrons, by 
furnishin'T them with a publication at a mod crate rate, though 
pregnant, at least, with amass oi materials, it not of interesting 
historical commentaries. He wrote with patriotic enthusiasm— * 
Interest was not contemplated— -the approbation of his labours 
1^ his countrymen was the. ultimate object of his highest amhi* 
tion, and should be fail in securing this, he will have occasion 
to regret his disappointment ; yet, should he be so fortunate as 
to merit and obtain the flattering honour of their good opinion, 
he will feel Mply recompensed for the meditatiye evenings 
spent on the " Wrong* of lf0tmst*\ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



SuKS tlie foUowlag Poem mm written, the perishable remaiM «f 
Gboroe TnePounTH have mingled with the dost of bU Royal AocestorSf 
leaving tIie]Hereditar}' Crown of Rritnin to a popular succewor, William 
TUL' louiirHy whose reignt it is ardently and aTixiuiisly hoped, will be 
prosperous and happy* His present Majesty, unlike bis voluptuous and 
prodigal predeceMor, has held practical intercourgse with) at least, a portion 
«fhb subjects: ldtioeMaiidmii!yfediqg%listte4iiclMi;geof btoUi^ 
«aclaldtt(lM»lwfelBlanrofnliiiwib|Ml ifB|fttlilM with flM love ami 
•fbetiM of Ifee Britbh 9Mpto$ aad, as t Iftertl, tmrnkmnflnghM 
to Irelmdf we advert witk pleasure to his benerolent and pralsewort^ 
sentiments in the Upper Tfoiise of Parliament, on ihe snhirct of Cutho- 
lic Emancipation, lUirinc; the progress of the Belief Jitii—a gtmtom 
act, which our cn<mtr) hnils as an avspictuus onwn of his future clemen- 
cy toward her, ia liie aUeTiatioo of her sufferings, as well as of Ills 
aqnlfaUa adnaialtlialiQii of Baeetttlfo fower throogbonttiiiBBiMWk 
His Irish si4^aots aahnaUf ladolind ssaiv pleastof aalkipaliona of his 
lnAUiilitaaBasaMonavehyan Us aooassloD, that tara daea pnctos* 
atealy rtrangUiaiied, and still continue to increase in popular conviction, 
that he will survive to enwreathe the brows of Royalty ■n-ith tlie fairest 
iaurels that can adorn the Sovf>rf tt^n a;Qrgeom D indent : tbe iove and 
grulitade of an idolizing people, tntertainud ix>r a Prince, who seems 
destined to entlvone himself in the hearts of his devoted subjects, and to 
Moety for pastariifi* Taoifia to bis ncaMiiy la tha bosom of genemas 
oAotion, whaa tha ftilnfo of Ufa shall bavaerinohM Awaj at thochynle 
4onch of tha Uaiversal Destrayer. 

In tbe course of tbe fbllewing Poem, several allnsions are made to the 
regnant King, that exclusively apply to bis l«tp ^^Hiesty,which the Rcn li'f 
will rendily perceive ; and, if uught bus beeu said or sung m severity 
towards his ciiaracter, w itij honest intentions, there has nothing been set 
ikNni in 'aioUce, or stated in wantonness. We have only to say, that i( 
fcaaaBolateii tta fott^tooosMis of • iSMnaqNrfasy It Is ooaSdnitly ex* 
poetadf that « fall will to thranm ovoff tha fader faatavM of Ms chaiaetor 
hf tha ^tenflid firtuesof the iol|aliig Jiigntimt, 

FUftTHBR REMARKS ON RBCBNT PUBMC TRANIACTIONB. 
Stece Uia preeediog ADvaavisaiiBirT was writtea, tha question of a 
Reform in the Commons' Kottse of Parliament has bean generally agi- 
tatad Ihraaghoat tha Bmpira : a poUtlaal DaUertUum that has received 

impnlsive power, from popular support, among the true friends of Con- 
st itutional Liberty, und chiefly from the aggrieved constituency of cor- 
rupt R-'prc^entntives. His paternal ^^aJesly, in the (genuine spirit of a 
Patriot King, has been graciously pleased to altead to liie complaints and 



the demands of ttie naUonal voice ; and, In co*operation with the earnest 
desire of bU people, seconded by the ju ?!cion« mlvice of bta we!l-ju<!c:inflf 
Ministers, btnevoleally recommeoded aUill oi lli rorm,lo be jKi^sed ihfo' 
the two Housesof ParUampnt, for the correctionof abuses— equal represen- 
tation — and tiie removal of grie?ances/of vexatious duration, incompaUlila 
with equal rightly mod ti TwianM with tbechutered privileges of freemen^ 
M well at appoaed to pnUle ioiftce» fbroogb comipt pneUco^ talntctl 
to the legitlBiale inlaffeete of the comnnnHgr, andtheipiitt of tlieCaiH 
atltatlon. 

This Imidsb?? mPH«iiire, so just, »o politic, so equitably essential to the 
preservation of national peace, naturally brought into collision the ablest 
advocates of Relbnn> and the agents of Corruption. The great body of 
the people stood opposed to an odious, place-vending Oligarchy, growB 
oM In eiiiM^ and bald in Iniquity. The aoidid and leMih blceUngi of 
foUUcal tmpitatemaiahalled all tbehr venal maaiea^ to ileai the tuigid 
tMa of poplar opinion and Legidatifo joetice^ lo appaientiy interested 
to the noble cause of pubUo light and free representation— and to thwart 
the zealous exprlfoni of an unbiassed, determined Ministry, firmly at 
their post, and faithful to the confiding trust of the expertant Nation. 
The debates on the propriety of the Bill were strongly and elotj[uentlj 
siipported by the friends of the people, and as vigorously opiiosed by tbo 
tools of eorrnption i vfailo the dlThie emaaatioM of the aabUaM pB«l o ni 
of lAbvstf end FatrtotiflD veie andaeloHaly ael^ in the eenafaMriel Add 
of argument, by the political sophistry and pompous declamation of the 
furious Oligarchs, contending, like Freebooters against right and justice, 
to hold, with aTarictou? tenacity, their time-sanctioned, lawless priti- 
leges, to the prejudice of Ihrir much-injured nnd iH-rf presented electors. 
Tho struggle was violent, aud obsliualely contested j aud, tu ail appear^ 
ances, not likelty to be carried to the MttafaethNi or expeetatloni of the 
MiUloned multitude— nellber conaliUnfly, nor In conlinm^y* wiib the 
oameatvidMSof the Sevetelgn, or the Indefatigable emcioMof the 
Mlnlatiy l hit Majesty, therefore, in the fulness of hit preKlOBt wisdom, 
soberly anticipating the evils likely to ensue from popular re-action, in 
the event of disappointment and defeat, with a promptness of decision 
peculiarly suited to the imperalive occasion of State-emergencj% appear- 
ed in the House, amidst confusion and uproar, and prorogued Pariiaoient 
ptvrioni to ib Aanlotfon ( ttus thaoviag bank on thefroomlltaenlftfae 
friends of equal lepresentatton; and the daeply*loeeieed eneai i e s of 
public juitlee^ to put agahif to the test of the Electivo Finnehlse» the 
Imbecility of corruption, and the omnipotence of popular power* 

The General Election, consequent lo the exercise of the Royal Au- 
thoiity, has just terminated in favour of Reform, a result wbrch, itis 
anxiously hoped, will afford ihe Monarch and his Ministers a triumphant 
majority, in thu New rurliament now about to be assembled, after tha 
Te-introdttction of the BIIU Theio It no doubt of the Boioqgh-nMogen 
and Ihe ConnpUonists their emptoyeii, contondieg with ebifaliow hiap 
very to defend their lalie|y.MiiiiiedprirUegee$ j9t, it nayeaiifybo 

U. 
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Iiredfetedy tluittb«ywill ultimately be d«<iM(ed and pal to figbtliy tte 
cfaampioDs of the people, when encouraged by tbe inpllobBCtoil and 

cbeerirvQ!' conn(enanc« of n Constitutional Soverelgfn. 

In the i:rnpnse ! meusure of Reform, tlie benf"fi<5 that are intended for 
Ireland, aie comparatively few in proportion to the other Stateii compos- 
ioy Um Enpira. TUi wraon of ttw Old Sgittm of Legislating for tbo 
Land of Wioiigi.-^Partlal good* hovercr* unit efentaallyMMiatoODr 
oooBtiy, wbon tho Rafnnn Bill ifaali hava panad into alaw» In—waehaa 
it will tend to destroy corporate monopoly and fraudulence, by biaaidllg 
down tbe long invulnerable barriers of chartered corruptio8> to open a 
free passage to civil liberty, and municipal equality. The dawning 
prospect of tbe future is exhilarating to hope — mny it continue to brigiitt-a 
with tbe rising sun of national freedom ^ und suoa mRy our long-benigbt- 
od Tilandf in conunonvitti tbaSUtei Nation, enjoy the aaieoe deligbta 
of minillled peace in the full ai^ofnent of eroj ettU and pbytioal 
bkningtlial canuako bw haait litfoteo bk tbm aveat obUfinnof past 
alilieihini and fonner tioai f 

MOTITBS ASIONBD SOB TBU FOUCiOWlKG POBLICATIOM', 
Tbe present poUtieal qoaMUcatlona of tbe Iiieh CaihoUc^ diflbrinf ao 

widely froai the existing state of things at the cooimencement of tbe toe* 
ceefling Poena, might influence the belief, that by ihe ensctment of the 
JlcHef Hill, the ultimate object of the Author Was obtained j and that, 
consequently, tbe necessity of giving publicity to Ireland's fVrmgM was 
auspiciously superceded by an act of longoprotracted, legidaUve jostiee^ 
ealenlnted to lilence the ineetHPt complalnta of ifaa national folce* It 
nmrt be acknowledged tbat, tinoogh tiie abofe meaawe of poUic zigiity 
so long suspended* Mid ao long dafened* nraeli bas bappily been effected 
for tbe public good* Ctfil «nd Religious Liberty have thereby been esta- 
blished on tbe broad basis of equality ; but equal privileges, or equal im- 
mvinitie*, rtp not ecfually secured to the emancipated Catholic by its 
provisions, ttiougii bis eligibility is fully admitted without restrictions ; 
yet* with respect to civil advantages, with a few exceptions, it is a BQl 
non likely to benefit posterity iban the pieeent generation ; as the tun* 
cknis boMeia of power and place will ne^ most probably, share their 
tbne-diailered pf ivileges witt tbebr Catholic brethren and connfiymen* 
00 long as they hnie strength and will to bold, what they have for centu- 
ries possessed as exclusive rights, against both equity nn i justice. Tho 
Relief Bill, therefore, has only been productive, as yet, oi negative good, 
vvliih> positive evil still exists her»>,to furnish fruitful sources of stationary 
and progressive grievances. Churcii Government — Absenteeism — Extra- 
oidlnaiy Taxation— n large Military, peace BatabUsbneut— a Faetinoa 
Ftolioe, constituted apparently tat tbe ennoyanee more than the preserra- 
tion^of the public peace. These, and ell tbe bitter fruits of the Union, 
combined with the collective oppressions and privations of the Irish peo- 
pie, are greatly aggravated by the unnatural levertty of n depopulating-, 

Sub-lettiDg Act» that aims at no less than tbe extennioatioa of tbe small 
iii. 



TMMlry on on the BiWci UnmigiKNit tt» Ind'^-noiiiff at it < 
the greet hmnaa forest of eovntij, to naka fooH fo elew < 

mental trees of unproductive fCfelaUon. 

Setfisfi Lflnd!ord«, for their own sordid view?, hn<\ the infliienct? to get. 
this unsalutary law passed in their iavour, (bat, by it* provisioosy they 
Blight tyrannise over the natural syaipalliies ot bumaD naturO) to the 
imaginury improvements of their Estates ; and woeful experience has 
wAnmif (eu^t BMuqr tboniaBdi of tteb ehaoadaai tenevtiy, with what 
hearttesi rigour and rigid tohwaaaitf they have emabed ltepiMlegai»ti> 
root out " a bold pee8aBtiy>ltaeir coastiy'i pride*" Sveh aaifBiQatbiihis 
conduct naturally creates opposition, as a ncnl aotiieqiMQce eawniatlng 
from pj'tty lyrnnny ; nnil the County of Clare, at present* presents an ap- 
Vnllinrc 1 taturo of the generul calamities that seem lilcely to flow from 
the vs ajiton exercise of an unsocial and repugnant law, that endeavours to 
hveek through the dearest of ties— the indiMoluble bands that reciprocally 
hind the heart and ite warmeit aflbeUooif to the palrtolle lelatiioni of 
Icindred and countiy. 

Next toReforai io ParUamnt, a Repeal of the fmalalcfnt Aet of Civil 
Union bt>tween Irekod and Great Britain, appears tlieflrftandparamonnt 
dfnideratum of the well-tbi!ik5ni? part of the Irish community, inasmuch 
a« this men^uro of right and justice can oniy produce the life-restoring 
elements oi national prosperity to our declining State* A civil Legislature* 
vonposed exclusively of the sons of the soi^ and constituting a local» 
reiideot Parliaacnt ia Iidaiid» in that magnifleeat mil whve our Sena- 
tors have hitherto aMemUedj amit unquestionably feel anofelnlareeted 
fan the waali and extgenciet of a diwatliHed, miiigovefBed peof^^ than o 
forelgo Parliament, indifferent to our rights, or heedless of our complaints 
—such as the great popuhir A<^embiy of Britain, in which the small 
proportion of Irish Members has little weight when the interests of 
Ireland are al stake. We are not ignorant of the cavalier treatment 
received by one Independent Irishman from the haughty, buperciiious 
anrogance of British StatesqieBy when ha has risen in hk native pride, to 
sappeit file claioM of our 6oontrj« or viodieate her eausa. liVa Jiava vlevr- 
ed» with no eoramon eoneern* the ungentlemanlika coarteagr paUi> hy the 
servaats and slaves of corruption, to an intrepid Irish Senator, standing on 
the noble p«deslal of genuine Patriotism, to defend his country and the 
universal rights of manliind ; ypt we have heard, with indignant con* 
tempty the unmanly, dishonourable taunts and sneers of time-serving 
character:*, towards a higb-miuded Milesiau Uiberuiau, whose integrity 
and philanthropy might have pat them to shame and confasion> hy the 
Inoo of his JttdiciOBS argonents^ and persaasive eloqnaace I Saeb a inan> 
howevar^ vine tao honest aad still ramainsloo steady to his landablo 
parpoae to merit the esteem of the sclfli^h Driton, who was unaccustomed 
to hear or re-echo the language of truth or iii'^tico. But their ignoblo 
eflbrts might not shake or intimidate his lofty spirit any more than the idle 
winds could aflect the firm, unyielding majesty of the mountain oak, that 

waves hu oranclty honours wiUi superior dignity when assailed by hosU e 
iv* 
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slomi* Thii anconiprfinilsliig Putrlot bai long ttoqd opposed (o the 
dwattoUng burrieane of Faction— ha baa bniTed for tbirijr yean tbe 
teHipeat of Intobfraat laws } and nellher the iniolence of dietpotic power 
tbe calwuiles of hireling tradacerc'>nor the seductions of ttate>flat- 

<ery, could ttnnerve Lis magnanimif}', or unsettle bU fidelity to bis country j 
am! for these exalted cbaructeristics has the boa'st and {flory of Irishmen 
won Ibe eternal gratitude of bis injured nation, while, lor the sjioie rea- 
sons, be bos met the serpent biss nnd the fulsome ridicule of laughing 
Hyenas In tbe Britiab Senate I It might now be expected, wben Great 
BrifafQ baa nsmped tbe greater proportion of the Irisb toil, by bwlew 
and ui^osl aKumptioniy ealled 4«ta of Settlement, tbat «be vould, at 
least, sympathise with thesulTerings of ber own transplanted cbUdreO ; for 
the population of Ireland must, in a very considerable (fa»gree, be the 
descendanU of the Colonial English, or Scottish Settlers. To justify this 
statement, it is requisite to take a reirnspecti?o survey of tbe various 
colonizatiOD* of this country. The first budy of adventurers that orrived 
on onr sborea from Britain were tbe Strongtwoiuns, tbe earliest colonists 
of tbe finglJab Pale# wbose anmben grew by tbe frequent accessions of 
frcib troops and needy followtia. These IntrusiTo strangers extended 
along tbe Eastern eoost« Irom tbe borders of Ulster to tbe shores of Wa- 
terford. On tbe unjust attainder and oterthrow of tbe Earl of Desmond, 
in tbe rcip:n of Elizabeth, 57'1,628 ocres of the j)rovinr,e of Munster be- 
came forfeited to the English Crown, vrbich her indulgent Moje5fy Hp- 
portloneU out among English undertakers, at the rate of 3d. per acre ; the 
great c<Mltmctors conditioning for 1200 acres, and tbe smaller for various 
qoantitles of land under this nmpunt, acoordiNg to tbe stipnkted agree* 
aaenty that eaeb chief occupier should build « Castle, proy^onale to the 
value of his proyarty. This tenure of holding Irish binds, under the crown 
of EngliuQd, gave origin to the feudal Castles of different denominations 
still remaining in the South of Ireland ; and afterwards extenJinc^ over the 
otherdistrictsof theisland,with theincreasj limits of the English power. 
By the pacification of Munster, that fair pruvioce became, olmost exclu- 
sively, tbe property of tbe Anglo-Saxons. Tbe Ultonian Prorince was 
fliai visited by n faosttle Boglisb Atny, led tbilber by John De Couicay i 
yet this parUal and naproduetlire oonquest of Down was soon lesumcd by 
tberlgMAilcbicilalnSf A considerubie port of Ulster, bowever, was 
settled with English undertakers, in tbe reign of Elizabeth, on teran near- 
ly similar to the Monster Territories, on the attainder of O'Ninll, nnd bis 
subordinate septs. These Settlements, though cruelly unjust to the here- 
ditary children of the soil, were comparatively iticotiMiierable to tbe 
general Settlement of tbe I&lood in tbe reign of tbe First James, when tbo 
remnants of native property, tbat aflervaids remained unrlolated, were 
f«iy Umitad In propotthm to the tenitofial Influence of the English landed 
proprietors; and vma of those femnants,otber portions were seized by the 
SiXOB llod^hantBis In iba time of Ckarle* the Mariyr. Cromwell came 
next, vltb bis cuthleii JUmUgrs, to phmt In nntive blood bis Myimydon 
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followers, nfter the Islnii J LnJ bi'en wasted and depopulateif . The residuff 
of tlJ«" Catbolic sufferers wer'j tla n pent np in a certain inhospitable dis- 
trict of Connaugbt, that bad been previously desolated to prepare a 
tempordl Furg^utory for the wretched inhabitants. The Militaiyi and 
noney-ailvmtuitrii who joiDCd CnmwtXl, trh«D be ciine vitb fiiH pow- 
ers to redue^ tlie confedmted Rogmliitt fa Iretand^ bad mted a taoA» 
demble capital in the hindi of the Regicide, for the redaction of a Itiogdom 
vat U> relmbofie tbem with lands and spoliation. Such men were 
allowed the privilpge of surreyinr^thp <oil they had wnstpd, find of ^elect- 
injr the best portions, lis a reward ior their inhuman services, ns well as for 
the cupilal embarked in the undertaking. The whole hlnnd was thus 
surveyed, and disposed of, at tiie rule of /our shiUing* per acre and under, 
even to one penny, for inferior tracts, Bntcncb laodi, as tbe rarv^yoc* 
were'pleaiedto letntn at unprofltablo, were given to tbe comoMB soldien 
to tbe amonnt of 605,670 aem t wbile tboio tbat abared nmt tiboatly 
of tbe partition of the Irish soil, were sacb as bad been fastrnBcntat to 
tbe untimely death of Churles the First. 

Need it be matter of siirprisent tbe present day, tbat English prejudices 
should exist here, where iCnglish interest and ali-gresping monopoly had 
engrossed tbe soil, by rooting out the inoffensive natlrai? Sbouldwe not 
esteem it, aUnort mtraeiiloDf, tbait any lingering tracei of andent nati- 
onality, in aiannen orr^igtoff> ibould remain, after ao nMoyageiof 
exterminating cmelty and IndlscrinriBate devastation? Wbo, tbat under- 
stands tbe bistory of past timet, will deem it strange, that Ireland should 
be divided in ber children, now so heterogeneously mixed with the de- 
scendants of Puritans and Covenanters, still inheriting the bigotry and 
bad passions of their fanatical forefathers ? The church-profaning Ico- 
noclasts have passed away. Tet the miscblefons dements of tbeirliatred 
for Popery itlU f emain, to opemtc^ with malignant dBciency, on ^ 
misdirected minds of tbe Cictfoas portioa of tbe Irish conmttni1j,to dis- 
turb tbe peace of society, and disquiet the concordance of national har- 
mony* Tbe causes of the past have produced the melancholy effects of 
later times; and though their stimulating powers may sometimes pause 
or slumber, yet tbey have never dif I , nor will their eiu i^mls decay, while 
the secret connivance of Government permits a privileged, predominant 
party to practise acts of wanton barbarity on their unoffending couotry- 
! As Ireknd may, at pcefent^ be considered more aNation of oatii* 
raltaed Bjitons,tban native Irish, is It not strange that the Mother Ocuntif 
does not more warmly ^patbise with tbo privatletts and ex%eiietos of 
ber own offering ! I<ike the Ostrich committing her cggstotheconmmt 
fosterage of Nature in torrid regions ; so seems Great Britain to act with 
respect , to her children, sent hither to depend solely on ihn bounties of 
Providence, and the fertility of our soil, to nurture their fortunes into 
prospcruui* existence, in the genial warmili of our generous climate. — 
The degenerate English were, in former days, treated by the ColORlal 
Govemon a* Iiiib enemies; and, as all, in eoamopf bafn becoam Iileh 
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ta eiwlmilft mannen, and alinosl In rellglou, it is reasonable to s.ippmo 
tintsaeb conformity still entitlp? the Anglo-Irishman to the oduini ot 

degeneracy! The ver^- koII and ait of Ireland were formerly allow^ to 
hare a singularly naturalizing influence over blrangers, so that whatever ia 

planted here, whether animal or vegetable, natarally beconm bhh fa *l 

things, except religious prejudice, which, for agot, fan puttftUy ftrnmi 
its generic ebaracter, though not in aU its pristine vigour. Pbpery- that 
hng-bearof Fanatkisn, ittho obnoziotts quality of the Irish soil— no 
meam, yat resorted to, how inhuman soever, havo been able to d''«;trny it. 
Ithasthrlven throughout the lonjf-during crusade of iiersecution, and pe- 
nal oppression, and now it overspreads the land. Wei! might Sir Arthur 

Chichester say* then, that our very air was taiuteU wuh iU contagiwia 
iofection ! 

la conclusion, the Author begs leave to alete, that ha antteipatea aaaay 
ditiaetiaiii of the critical Reeder to his work, Inasmach as aove tbiugi 
have been written that ate not parfaatly adapted to the present, but the 
pest. Thntpme should have been piefened to poetry, as the vehicle of 
bis seDtlmenUt and that the same theme is frequently renewed in corres- 
pondincT rhyme. To the first objection, he answers, that &.s the Poem 
wa^' noi composed f»r the present treneration alone, but for posteriiy } his 
historical relations, he trusts, ^A iii bear the scrutiny of invesligatiod. To 
the second objection, he replies, that prosa would have been pxefenrad lo 
poetry, had he not conceived thai the noeaiog cho^ of thenaliaoal 
Lyre was best fitted to respond to the wronpi of his country, and to 
breathe a softer tone of sympathetic sorrow on the li-jtening ear. To the 
third objection, he can offer no satisfactory rei lv , in vindication of his 
conduct, more than this, that, from embracing an ample range of circum- 
stances, with the frequent occurrence of similar transactions, the same 
signs may have as frequently returned with the sam^ ideas, to give his 
prodactloQ the appeennca of tautology, without nay Intentional repe- 
litiw. 



Having brought the Wrong* of IreUmd to a conclusion, the Author re- 
grets that be cannot say eaDr* Home expressed himeelf at the close of h is 

Commentaries on th ■ Psalms— they were happy hours that employed his 
labours. The self-imposed task, on the contrary, was painful in the con- 
templation, and melancholy in the exeention,tbo' actuated by Patriotism, 
nnd aided by a %v ell- disposed and willing 5ta!;e. In stringing, like the 
Bard of Cona, the mournful Lyre of his injured country, to " awake the 
forms of old In their own dark, brown years," where his protracted tbeasa 
wn^ nil of v. rnne:^, sorrows and lamentation^;, he could indulge little joy in 
the prosecution of a task so distressful to feeling, and so overpowering to 
poetical sensibility.— Among his Harp-strings he sought for some chonl 
of sprightly melody to gladden his heart, but be found none — the oppres- 
sive spirit of national sorrow bad usurped dominion over all the wires that 
could vibrate to no malady bat the dlige of wrongs. Of wrongs, therv 
fore, he could only sing ; yet were be to prolong his strain in accordance 
with but a small proportion of the injurie«i su'^tained by his unhappy coun- 
try, he might from year to year through the continuance of life, like the 
breeze of the !oneiy '^rovc among the strings of the iEoHnn I^yre, resume 
bis elegiac strain irum day to day, and sever exhaust his Lyrical tale, in 
breathing tbe plalnti of his nation's wpiofoked wioogs* 



PREFACE. 



To expufmlo on ihc luilitlciil wrongs oftbe country oT our nntivUy, and 
{o delineate the darkly-sbadowed picture of her penal safi'erings and 
lengtlit'Mfi! perspculjon, tinder the bnrbarous inflictions of English domi- 
nation, Ibrougii centuries of trial, calamity, and varied misfortune, is a 
painful task Ifaat nfttnnllj «c£it«t gkmay relecUoiu and melMKboIy 
tensatkms In (he susceptible mind of the native Baid wbotdiall attempt to 
trace, with the pencil of History* guided by the sorrowing Mnse, the 
sombre feutures of national distress, during the eventful Era of Ireland's 
civil debn-^emcnt, nnJ rigorous subjection. The adventurous Irishman, 
still vrn mi [latriotic energy, who c.-in dispassionately pursue trulli 
llirough ull the devious windings of Clio's mazy way, in the elucidation 
of fatal facts, strange vicissitudes, and frightful occurrences, appertaining 
to bb unhappy eountr}'» from the Anglo-Sazon Itmuim to the present 
period, must be more than Stoleal in patience and resotuOon, In the pvo^ 
secntton of his painful task* Never has nation sustained mora baihaioos 
Injustice then this persecuted country ; and the Annals of Empires fur- 
nish no parallel of a Realm so shamefully abused— to wrongfully traduced 
and stigmatised by venal and vicious iletractors. Yet, notwitbstamiinc; 
the disgraceful r?\!umnles, nnd slanderous strictnroe, of pfrr^ial or [ reja- 
diced English wxilers, and still more iUiberai and iibeiiuus Sottish 
Historians, and ^FStem^bnildeiss sofltdeAtiy ample ma^tabi may be 
eedly colleeted from the hifamoos host of Ireland's viperfaie vUiflers to 
attest her ancient sjdendonr, and comparative superiority over the sur- 
foundhig nations, in the days of her biteUeetoal brIlUanqr and national 
ind^ndeneo} as well ns mortifying facti^ and circumstantial corrobo* 
rations, to prove beyond the doubts of scepticism, the heartless croeHies, 
enormous in mngnltude, and egregious in wickeiln-^;s, she has heroically 
borne from Saxon tyranny and English despotism, together with the 
unexampled miseries she has patiently endured from the persecuting 
tphltof mereilMs fanaticism, since the tntrodnctton of a dissoeiaiising 
foreign creed, enforelng.new opinion*, and ineidcaiing strange doctrbiea 
on the republve^ eonselenthms Mieven, of the amient fiailh of the 
land. 

It seems unneces.«rtry to resort to impartial, native Historliins, for an 
exposition of the wrongs of Ireland ; while her enemies boastingly and 
exultingly acknowledge the crimefnlenormiiies of their countrymen, who, 
elevated, by England, to the rank of petty colonial tyrants, proved to our 
country the most perfidliMS of exeorahle moiutoia* With unpitying in* 
•enaiblllty, the Urelleg scribe^ vt, perh^i^ tome mIttUny destnyer» 
describes the cold-blooded massacies— the hihuman bfdcheiles of the 
innocent Irish natives^the vile iotrlguet of destructive treacbery'-IlM 
plots, the secret cdials, the plans of iMaailiiaUim—the Iure8<-the levgnes. 
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t>ri>roiize*fronte<l villainj, againitUfe, liberty, ami property ; as if it wer« 
a meritorious service rendered to Britain, to exterminate, if possible, a 
gviitless oatioD, that had been represented by tbe assassins ol our liberty, 
■s a wild ancoltirated people, placed at the very zero orcivilizutioniMrbom 
it was nu>re isoralfy naeawiNj tp annibiltite linn iparo ; and so frigbtful 
iuae bean the descriptlojit of tbe natlTcs, iketched by tlie d«traetiva pen^ 
ctls of artful and desijpiing mejif i» tba ihktiing inbabitants of Eng- 
land, that, even at tbe present Atxj, it is difficult to persuade some of tbe 
more illiterate Anglo-Britons, that we, Irish, have not some monstrous 
appendages and propensities more aesimilaling with the bruto than tho 
rational creation j and the epithet, •* Wild Irishman,'* was once so 
gmerally applied to fba Irisb, tbat it ii stUl wmembered^ and often vied, 
as a term of innocent repraaeb, ratber tban as a just national opprobiimn. 
Y« genuine and generous Britons ! do not suffer yoorse Was to be tbe dopes 
of your own credulitj,||i conceding belief to the detractors of our countiy. 
Attempts, indeed, were sedulously and Iniquilously mmli', to niuke ns 
barborluus, and savages ; but the several fruitless cflui's of our inhuman 
persecutors have totally failed. Ireland is still a great tuul noble nation, 
that, iot three iAousanU years, ha» preserved the distinctive trails and lofty 
Unenments of learning and clvilbatton. In defiance of foreign hostiUty. 
Penal laws, since the Refonnation, were enacted^ in wickedness, to des- 
troy Irish learning : setereiy did those laws press upon the vivid energies > 
of native genius ; and though bunuia faculties here, have outlived (be 
rigid winter of oppression, tbe infamous causes hitherto put in operation, 
to debase the literary character of Ireland, are yet productive of evil 
efficiency and mischievous consequences, suflkient to place our national 
literature, in comparutlvc contra-position to England uiid ScoiianJ, in a. 
situation of bumbling inferiority. This state of things, however, cannqt 
last~we still possess all the native elements of high intelligence : Iilsb- 
men begin to feel aentely the sense of civil degradation, and national 
dsibasemeiit ; they bare been enslaved, though unconquercd ; mid they 
have been persecuted, though deserving freedom. The native mind, 
recovering from the stupor of silent despair, and awakened to the recol- 
lection of wrongs, bcguis lo iiidul<Tt^ (be pleai>ure of felicitous uuticipations 
— insulted pride, roused by inUiguuL>on, resolves on self-redemption : 
tte Ace and tbenncoaquered havesttlHnitted,ia vassalage, to a tyrannical 
I>e^t, Unmighthe flattering expectation of deriving tbe benefit of equal 
justice, and impartial laws under a fostering Government; but tbe woeful 
experience of two hundred and tvcenty'seven years, has convinced them, 
that no other fate, than ruin and desolation, was ever intended for Irish- 
men and Ireland by British policy. It is high time, therefore, that the 
dopes of false profesrikions should endeavour to recover tbeir liberties, and 
vedeem their invaded, rij^ts : active, measmes are in operation to restore 
mrttve privileges) ImtFluUevar effects may be prgdnced by native inde* 
pmdeiwef.lhefatuse gn]|y can pipgarlj obviate. 

le It to be expected of Irishmen, wbo nre deeply impressed with a puia- 
ful atiM 9i tli9lr pnsent degradation and vasialage^ yet ftUl leflectuigoii 



tbe km»t glorj of ibeir eoantiy> tiiat th^ wilt iMiicafcfWHd •Adme 
with patient fetignaUon, the Iran jolre of ths Intnirife dfaagert wko cvno 
with bypocriticnl professions of friendship to seize our property with tbe 
merciless band of tbe freebooter, and to rule witb tbe arbitrary will of 

heartless tjrnnny? The Re/ormntion noi)trn1ise<l its own fanatical 
malignity; Xht Jietotution also failed in the performance of all its mnr- 
derous intentioQSj but tbe civil Union of the UrilUb and Iiish Legislutuie* 
crowoedall the wieleed worktof Saxon perfidy and turpitude, to cumpleto 
ao Imperishable monument of political tofamj to the eternal dhigraee of 
the perfldloni nation that privileged sneh audaciont atate-twindUag and 
efaameful conuption ! 

A nation tbathaJ subsisted and flourished on its own inlemnl resources, 
under an organised Government, for more than two thousand years ; and 
tbut by a successive train of adverse circumitances and unanticipated 
events of a fatal tendency, had lost its freedom tbrougb fraud and 
treachery, jreirdtaining the principle of mngnanlmout achievements and 
native heroism for many centuries of tnsatfad>le cruelty and aeenmulated 
crimes, iniiy be insulted and enslaved, lilce Greece and Ireland, and taught 
to suffer the galling yoke of foreign tyranny till patience sickens witb 
persecution, yet will, assuredly, demand its pirated rlg^bts with a haughty 
voice, aided by a vindictive hand, to re-establish its wonted, patriotic 
character, when physical resources are found capable of successful recrimi- 
nation* in the waning power of Intoteiant deq>otim. Tim abase of 
power and the aercise of uiwped antborilj are often permitted, for a time, 
bf Dhrlne Providenee ; bat theni^uet Govetnment, that tramples on the 
Tights of human nature and tbe universal privileges of IVee-faorn man, baa 
certainly met, or will yet be fafeJ to meet, the angry veni^eance of an 
offended Cod, for vvonf.nn ""''verity and barbarous tyranny, practised oa 
insulted innocence and persecuted Virtue! 

Long subsequent to the decline of the great nations of Antiquity, 
Britain, slow in civiliiatloo, began to glimmer, through theotoud of her 
unsunned ignorance, with the faint eyes of new-bora loteiligence^ wonder- 
ing at the moral light that surrounded her, as die sat in bersheggy^ 
skin garment, the rude, Tsland savage of tbe Atlantic Ocean. Her increase 
of knowledge was by slow degrees: her Roman Masters first became 
her haughty tutors ; they elevated her ruggedness of chararler nhnve the 
primitive standard of mere barbarism ; and left her better tban they found 
her. Anglo-Britain was also tardy iti improvement, though generously 
aMllted by philanthropic Ireland, till the brighter days of lantAc Jl/red^ 
that illustrious prodigy ofsemi-batbaroas times. The Norman Conqtueror^ 
hy a cheiq;e of Government, udded to her territorial InflttenGe, witbowt - 
promoting ber literature or civilization ; but With the increase of power> 
by the accession of Normandy, she became eventually insolent, and 
ofTensively hostile to tbe neighbouring nations. Ireland the paranaount 
object of her military ambition, soou concede a preti'xt for politioat 
interference, if not for hostile invasion. A band of needy advenl«irecs» 
espousing thecanki of an Imnoral and leftaeipry imtlve princci eawited 

X. 



Digitized by Google 



little ftlarm, in a country armipotent in battle, though divide-i In- rivul 
( fiii'ftuin!;, proud in ipirit, und ambitious in enterprist^; the nalurul con- 
sei^uence of Danish wurs, that luini^bed the primary cause /or national 
division. How » few merceuary soldiers managed to keep possession of 
a part, and tbfongb their partial sueeesi, hiom £Dgll«b Interest was 
.propagated througliout the entire of tliis illfated Island^ In after time^ 
to the final undoing of the vbole country by treacheiy and deeeii ; the 
Irish Ilistutian, and the Minstrel of *'TnB WMitfis or IbkiiAKo" 
will best delineate. 

/Fales wns next udded, as un ap^iendnge to England, by naeuns of thti 
destroying sword. Soon after Caledonia felt the oflVasife rigour of her 
arnpt, directed Iqr the bold Cnnadert tang^ihanh ; whlloi in coinse of 
timet that grasping and griping nation, to erlnee her prodlgallly of 
chasaeter* laf bhed hlood and treasure Uxt empty gloiy In the fields of 
France* Forth from thatdayi England ceased to extend her conquests 
beyond those nations, til! a New \VorId tempted her avaricious cupidity, 
and lastly, the Old Continent presented new scenes of interest in the east, 
where she has progressifely formed a colossal Empire on the liumilialioa 
and debasement of the Hindoo. 

To exhibii tothewmU» striking marks of her estrioidlnary prodi- 
gality of cbaracter and thoughtlem Inipollqr In sapport of legltinaeyf 
^ evinced great imbecility of judgment and f<wcs]gbt, through the 
intemperate exertion of her physical and fiscal powers. In leaguing and 
subsidising several of the great European States against the revolutionary 
SODS of Gallic Liberty, to perpetuate human slavcrj- end crush the proud 
spirit of popular . independence. The unequal struggle, betweeu the 
poverle&s impotence of legitimacy, and the energetic magnanimity of the 
disciples of Freedom, was long and sanguinary } and though war*loTing 
Britain, in the proseoitkm of her lavottrite ^^ilen, lavished profusdy 
the Mond of Iwr triple nations, and mncb more than all her exbansted 
Exchequer could supply, in support of her darling scheme of hiunan 
subjection, she finally retired from the field of strife, with blood-stained, 
unsubstantial trlorv nnd empty honours to brooti over the cnlaniities nml 
fatal conseqllence^ ol nn undischnrgeuble national debt, that sUll hangs 
like a dead weigiit upon her civil resources, to chusien her luelficient 
Uopotfcy, nnd show he? the delusive temerity and hiutllity of promoting 
wats nneonnf eted with ber populnv Interests. 

[lOng nccnstomed to d«^lnatlng insolence* she still continuns haughty 
nod orerbenriog in ber lopcrcilious deportment towards cmr cowitiy, as 
if her power and spirit were yet capable of tyrannous exertions. Labour- 
ing under a «ttrange infatuation of mind, England has always practised 
mistaken policy in the partial, or general government of Ireland: n con- 
temptuous hatred and false pnyudice against our countr}' prevented, at 
lU tUn^ on the side of our persecutor^ the unbiassed operatton of mora 
gfneraus qualit^s. Whatever Irelnnd may have UMrited of kindness* 
gnttitnde* or generosity, was commonly aj^reciated at an nndajrvalued 
estinwlei or repaid with stt«l» The Lmid of the Jlser was ever envious 



of the antieiit w^tkHtf of Cba giees, liUtod^eoimtiy of iho SHamr9ci, 
£ii§(aii^ when arrived at u certain point of comparative Teflnementt 
became jealous of our prlorify of civil grentness, and felt nybrtmcd of her 
own infancy of knowledge, existing in sucli intellectunl inlVriorify in liia 
neighbourhood of our celebrated literary Isle j and, in proportion to her 
ailvttndng power Ofer oar nation, her enrious maUce nnd consittant 
bate, too frequently betrayed her Into acts of wanton, nnprofoked biMtilitjr 
tooffectnate the destrnction of learning and letters* The Danei were 
less culpable in their ferocious devastathws here^ ns heathen barbarians, 
\vho5ip inhuman deed^ rp<;uItL'J from ig^norance nm! moral blindness; but 
tbt' Christian Snxons had no such plea of exemplion from nil tlie htamfl 
which their unnaturnl, irreligious cruellies, infnmou.sly incurred, through 
odloiM acts of brutal ferocity agaiost Literature, Religion, Arts, and 
Scieneei, while trampling on the fanes of ReTlglon, levelling God's holy 
.Temples, violating consecrated Sanotusries, defacfng and destroying 
xacred monuments, consuming the renernble records of our high antiquity ; 
and persecuting with fnnfilic injustice the pious observers of the primitive 
Christian Creed j to stamp tlie unhiillo'-ved perpetrators with inccTiititu fe, 
t'vinced towards a generous nation to which unlettered England bud been 
Indebted far Learning, Laws, and Ueiigiou! But envious detestation, so 
unforgiving, and sonaljgnatttt in its nature, when aided by power, ami 
actuated I17 jealous prejudice, generally exhausts its ferocious spirit on nil 
things great and ennobled that lie in the fatal track of Its destmctlvo 
irnnny. The Saxon Thnhbas had no higher interest, in the violence 
oiTeredtoour literature (ind 5;acreJ monument-, thitn tho infemf><»rnte 
gratification of maliciou?^ pns'ions ; yet their doings wore nlways directed 
by the basest motives, for iniquitous purposes, to bring our noble nation 
down to a level with themselves, and, if possible, still lower, by the 
deprivatiott of bistorteti antiquity, so flattering to Mttlnian pride, and^ at 
the mme time, so honourable to Irish genius. Our forefathen wet^ nt 
flrst, the objects of English resentment and lawless outrage on account 
of connlrj' ; and next, for the distinctive difference of doctrinal tenets 
and modes of fai'h : the former, more re?ultir!s^ from cupidity and self- 
interest | yet the latter producinp;, more destructive efficiency, for the 
oatenninatioQ of a religion that could not be uprooted, or torn from the 
toil by other means than the common saerlflce of all ils profeeioif. A 
retrospect of the dark ages of Irish Catholic persecution Is fift^tfnl to 
Remembrance, and shocking in the contemplation I Need it be matlar 
of surprise to the learned, historical reader, that Trelattd sbonlil complain 
ofi?tijf?t, unnaturnl, and unprovoked oppression ; or that the speaking 
wires of her plaintive Lyre should only vibrato to the voice of political 
Wrongs, when a celebrated forfiirn Musician declared, on hearing some 
of our sweetly melancholy strains, that our Music seemed to breathe the 
regretful sympathies of a nation that mourltod for its lottlfbetty ! Suck 
was the just remark of the immorlal Mtuidel, whose critlcnt kaowMgo 
of Music rtmains undisputed* 
«ii. 
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Htrt0i7 u yatKUl^'cognlMiit of ib$ eikmt, Um imbiirlMl crhMi of 
Britefa, which Inveitigatins Truth, and th# univenal witoeN, Tine, wilt 
yet ««paw in fbsir dwrk dnpwy } and ««r» It poislUe thai th« iM»ttra[|il 

ghosts of our murdered ancestors cooM be minmnncr! frem the. world of 
spirits, to be marshalled in drondful Rrrny befori- tln^ fistonished gaze of 
reven^ful Eng^land, how would the awful, many-featureJ spectacle of 
her pory victims— the murtjrs of her snnf^ninary, unfeeling rigour, hor- 
rify her recoiling senses, and awaken her remorse I The traiu of wbite- 
lobed liMioc«iit% whopMlibedbjher jUItMdMW-deiiioDiciDy on the spear 
of tiw pitikaa anaiiiD, would piOMiit their gaplQg aidee^stieaiDing wllh 
gvilUcn Mood* that erlai to heaven for vengeance on the guillgr. Tho 
brave soldiers, inbumanlj tacittced after surrendering up their arms, and 
imploring in vnin for mercy, would stnnd forth with frowning indignation 
to comiilnin against theperfiiiy of her sons, anti the wrongs of war. Tho 
lender mothers, who j-uflered untimely and unjusUy, with their unborn 
babes, through blood*tbirsly brutality, would exhibit their sorrowful 
eOMiteanncae, 'and cry aloiid agabist Eoglteh barbarity. The noUe and 
magnaniaioui native chleJIatn^ who^ by abused profenioni of falaefrlend* 
iblp^ and the profasation of the laws oThospitatUj, received the bese re- 
ward of their confiding credulity on the penal point of the murderous 
spear, or the reeking dagger of the insidious deceiver, would ris^ in me- 
nacing forms, gloomy and grisly spectres, shewing their \)lood-gtishing 
wounds, where the life-current of heroic bravery had ebbed uway. The 
reverend shades of the martyred Clergy, who felt the futiii efl'ect of fanatic 
attel ; aoaie wbo perished Id the devonriog deep ; sone who met destnic- 
tton in the wfid Mtreats of their native land» where tbtj Jpad sought a 
jdreaiy ai^lnni tern persecnthia ; others who yidded up thdr lives to wit* 
n^ss their steadiness of faith, on the shameful tree, or on the blood* 
stained scafibld ; bow afTectingly and piteously would they nil exclaim 
against the execrnMe deeds of British tyranny, thai cut them otf, unripely, 
from this sublunary world and the cheering light of day, to deprive Ueli» 
gion of its zealous ministers, and the spiritual commuuicuuhi, of the 
comfoit and ccuolatloB of Ibek divine ministry. In fio«b what has not 
BritaiB wrangfattyiiow ? What has not IralaBd patianUy suffinwd and 
forgiven? 

The Invasion was prodttottve of serious, though partial, consequences 
to Ireland : the R e for mati ox extended the limits of nntionnl discontent, 
though, for some lime, not of territory, with the promotive causes of iu- 
temal strife and religious animosity : the Rsvoi^uxiOM increased the penal 
severities of post times, with newly-aggravating enactments, through the 
introdoetioBCkf poUtteal dlsqaallflcattans among Irishmea« forpablicly 
professbig the Apostolle Creed of their holy ancestors, and acting ia 
conform ity to the dictates of conscience. Kach of Uiofle fatally memo> 
rable periods gave origin to as many Eras of growing ealamlty -for hapless 
Ireland J and the same number of penal Epochs, for prosperous iniquity 
on the part of her enslaver j and ibouigh a multiplicity of erilsiprungfrom 

ziii. 



evi'ry progressive century of her civil ^ultiection — the Uniun pluiitroJ our 
beloved country into deeper and more general misfortunes, aiid sucii at 
■re likely to Involve ber In gtMiter Mum of ■ pmrnumiA Uh1« Uma Iim 
bUherlo «aieted hrr dei^abl* cMMven. iNland emccM no mmMlcd 
right to Great Brttain* to Frivflago flMi povw-lovliv Mtta to Awmni 
a union of Senates. She possessed no lawful authority) coiuist«iil wllb 
the example of other Siutes, to deprire m of our National Lsgislnture, 
because we had Tastily placpj on rselves under British protection, when 
we ought to have defied and despised her ns an ungenerous enemy. The 
nefurious measure vras an oulrageouii act of woiitou iujustice, perpetrated 
by iiulitical viUainj on a doped and afftfnlly docoi f e d coontiy, for un- 
wisely eubmlttli^ to English detpoCisni without extending the tight of 
conqoest. 

In the followingHiBTORicAL Poem, the fVrongtof /reAtm/ are painful- 
ly nn ! ]'!i1heticnlly expressed, from the Invasiorj to the present eventful 
time, with scrupulous tenacity to facts, and supported by the best authorities. 
The work commenced, and was chiefly written durinp: the ^V'inter of 1828, 
when the h inU Catholic Asaociatim, was declaiming against the adrot- 
nbtiadTe injustice and oppreielvo eAnotaeMi of Britain, and legislating 
as a popnlor, InlloenUel Body, that gave life, eneigy, and impnlflfo no- 
mentnm to pnbUe spirit thromtaoot the organised Natton. Ifoiuid hogan 
to feel herstfengtb renewed ; ntiJ though a manacled and fettered slave, 
her pondHmns chiiins seenneJ to lighten nl the m«gic touch of exhilarat- 
ing expectation. The people, awakened to n lively sense of their growing 
evils and uccumuluting wrongs, through the efforts of patriotic agitation, 
imbibed the political infusion of tbehr independent countrymen, their 
loud-toned leaden, end seemed ripe fSor a leiolt from penal folfering^ 
aggravated by the loeolence of a Fac|lnB, that had been long HMWused or 
ooantenaneed by Govemoent, to the no sbmU annoyance of the peaco- 
nble uud loyal CathoUtt. Two parties stood forth in hostile defiance of 
each otliprr the one, popular nnd physically stron^^ ; the other, limifed 
In numbers, though gr^^ai aiii! infiuentittl. The Catholic pnrry was mor- 
tifying and contemptuous in its public proceedings ; the Brunswick Con- 
federacy was haughty, proud, intemperate, and less guarded and cautious 
to politieal senthnent. The Cte^Aofre CoMteif, chiefly composed of 
diitingnlshed BnrrinteiB, or Gontlenien of coott ddibemte ju4gineDts, pro- 
ceeded with resolute determination in tho wmfcof antfaaialxqienttatlon : 
the great body of the people acknowledged and obeyed their mandatory 
authority, moving in simultaneous concert to their dictates and wishes. 
The prospect was alarming to the Government — Church Asfeiidiuicy 
anticipated the danger of a civiUtorm : the Bri nsw ickkk, iiice u hunted 
stag, stood at hay, oven In the moaaent of paralysing trepidation, when 
fsnr OMMI predominated. The defeniivo CatMict hold aa a woHDded 
Iton, hawt wllh enenBleii to ttw hunter'iloils^ rose suportor to Miftrbig^ 
with natural magnamity, to obastiia hit congiegated foOi ; andhnd not 
tbe prudential canUon of hb AMtated AdvisMe, vcstiatoed fak powma 
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of action, he, doubtles"!. ere this, would biiTo ri»ked the consequences of a 
triul of strength with ihe ugei its of power und oppression. 

Oreadingthnt n collision orpiir'cie<; might assume the formiJtihle nspect 
of a cifil war, in this province of the Empire, the policy of stute, co-ope- 
rated with the unlicipating wisdom of the Senate to extiaguisb the 
iocreasiog flume of faction^ by dtsiolving Ibe Catholic Association, 
at the mim time, eeiDcidentallj, the tbort-llTed Badnswicx Amo- 
ciATiow, to iatradace the MeU^BiU, end emeneipate the Helot* of Ire- 
land. The Ftaep piooeeded meeeHfttUjr ) eiuli with the exception of « 
part of the sequel, was ready for the Press, when the disposition of the 
RovhI Mind, the resolution of the Cabinet, und the jui.fice oftheLepislH- 
ture, voluntarily combined to release the Irish and British Cntholics, 
from political slavery, by repealiug the i'enul Code, so long a stigma on 
the CoiutitutioOi The Anthor, restrained by delibftretive considerationsy 
siiqiended thepuhlicetion tff a work which* es be (hen conceived, hodi in 
a great degree, been rendered ebortlre by the unexpected liberality of 
Government. But now, after u lapse of nearly two years of serious re- 
flection on the present state of things, and observing that his country has 
been rendered little more than nominally free, while still oppressrd with 
power, and loaded with existing grievances, pregnant with injustice and 
wrongs; he resolved to place tbe production of his Muse before the bar 
of public ovfnlonn that her complainb might be'beard, and her patriotic 
effueions appreclAted, according to their deserts. 

FtaM ttiih nnpniliMlleed Readec^ the Author will naturally expect 
BBoetfafOui I fiwn BngUsh liberalily he will tUU hope for courtesy end 
' iadnlgenee ; hut Iran Scottish geneMieUy* he will not feel inclined to 
•atieipate either dawency or mercy; though he ney probably obtain 

negative forgiveness or silent contempt : the highest reward commonly 
conferred by the professional or gratuitous critics of North Uritaiu on 
the literary or [olitical Advocates of Ireland ! 

Works, on popular Trish subjects, expressive of patriotic feelings and 
native sympathies, are seldom eulogised or commended by a large pro- 
portion of British Readers, bow laodable soever tbe eflbite of iialiooal 
Gentnt Diay appear ; white the herd of venal Scribes, that write against 
Ireland, and ttadacefaer eta nation, are wm to be reccwpenaed for their 
inglorious libootiiyhj pvofitand anelnnien^ far transcending enqrty praise % 
a meed esteemed less important in their eyes than solid and substantial 
adrnntages. Of the merits of bis Work, or the probuble recpption with 
which it may be honouretl, the writer will not nltempt to form any delu- 
rive estimate : similar productions have been lieretoiore ratber unfavour- 
ably receired \ so that the Author darea not ilatter hiimelf with tbe hope 
of greater mocok than hie Uteraiy picdecmors who have laboured, 
nnprolltably. In the aeiiw Add { but aa he eeutte pernsal novo than 
iflleiee^ be will feel amply rewarded, if his composition should merit 
tha nilMUeai of Hbnal wd tiUghtwed Rctdcia thioughont the Kmpbw, 



fspecbll} in li^QgUndl^ where he ii moit tletlrous Uutt hit woik tkould 
be»l known. 

In ttrocfflofnicli UDuniBleztciitytlia cyUtoalReadcf will, no doubt, 
discover rnnay erron, and nucb to ntirlte; yet, witb Hiilorlciil Truth on 
Ills •i(ltt,Iie wilt And an able Advocate egaliut the eeverityof profei^ool 

Review<Ts, us well at Illiberal critics. He has strentioojsly endeaToured 
to paint the sufferings ofhls long iifllicttii! countrj', undf rEiii^IisL opi'rf^eion, 
(hro»i<li :iU the vicissitudes of time iiml political rerolutioui since the dark 
Era oi Ihe Juvasion, with u i^trict fidelity to impartiitl History. In the 
develupement of sentiment and the elucidation of fact*, bis object has 
been, to represent tbe geiiuine feelings of Catbolie Irdand Mwrtiiig 
under tbe scorpion bsh of penal correctlott> and breathing lndl|piaiit 
contempt from wounded pride ngaiost her cruel, and mereileei penecnton. 
Irishmen may, in the generosity of their mMd natnre^ foiglvatho 
nccitma'utiHl injuries of centuries; tbougb they con never forg'et th^ 
operative injustice of English tyrunrr, and the egregious crimes otthn 
Briliih Cnhinet, that parent source ol uU our national calamities! — 
The If ish Catholic has, at length, been restored to citizenship in bis 
native land: be bas been permitted, through Rojral clemency, and 
Senalorhil justice, to breathe the salubrious air of Fieedom In his own 
delightful Island Home : he bas been qnallfled to raise his voice in din 
Imperial Hall of British Legislation ; yet he has ttlQ left, to torment his * 
acutely sensible mind, the rankling mortiflcf fion, that many grievances 
of |)(iinlnl importance, unfortunately remain, to mar his peace and impedo 
bis prosperity. Ireland, whether considered as a I'rotestant, or Catholic, 
country, can never flourish without the cheering presence of ber own 
NATioRAb LsGictATDns. Her dlnatislled children can never bo perfisetly 
reconciled to the British Oovemment, while Church Ateondaney pre- 
dominates over imliwial Interest to blast our prodoetfve industry and 
retard the hopes of Agricultural or Commercial enterprise. A pampered, 
oppressive Hierarchy preys, like hungry Locusts, on tbe fatness of the 
suil, and luxuriates on superabundance, while the hardy «ons of un- 
profitable labour are toiling in vain to procure a "^rMrity subsistence for 
their wretched families. Monastic Iiulitutions, with their princely reve- 
nues and «ln»>dealing benevdenne, have passed avray— tlidr cbafUabIn 
benoAcenee bas failed } but the rfebes which suppUod their nsoureea, hovo 
been vested In other hands, that minister not to the wanta of tho.poor^ or 
the cravings of humanity. Tbe holy, austere Brotherhood, have ceased to 
distribnle the r^ifts of nature and abountifol providence to the necessitous 
part of the community ; and the pious Sisters no longer pride themselves 
In the unbovjnded exercise of gvaerous charity, for the means of benevo- 
lence are no longer io their possession. The lordly Caslle, or th« 
£pise^ PalaGo, Tises on Hm sacred mine of Eedesbatteel devastation^ 
where tbo bauglity Arbtoerat, or tbe proud Prelate^ spuimi the unpitlad 
pauper Irom bto door, with heartlem indiflbmnca. Human patlenc^MvoIla 
from fuch altered acenesi-and taoolls- fiMi the 'pfMoiao of.lifillied 
opprettlon, , , ^ 
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ABflrTTEEisM, much Increased by the Union, ulsocxi»t<a« n permanent 
and aggravating natlonnl ranse of diMiontent, proihirfive of niiu li misery 
and extending pauperism. Tbis constitutes a political evil of no comnioii 
magnitude* from «llle|i retiiltt a long %ei'm t>t distressing consequences. 
Tbe PootolMX streaflu of national wmltb are drained by iu Influence, 
wilbout making any adequate return to supply the exbaostlng deficiency. 

A large peaee estaUiibment uf militnry protectors, furni.shes another 
fertile source of Irish dis.sntisfnction and growing displeasure. If Ireland 
has been found a strictly loyal nation, why should she b« jnctimbered with 
(bis weighty nnd tmneces«iry burden? Our police ami constabulary 
forces, Iruin political considerations^ are still more vexatious and oppressive 
in their mldrievont eAeiency, as well as hostile to national tranquillity, 
and contrary to the nature of their estabtlsbment* No party-man should 
be oonstitHted a {wace preserver, or furnished with offensive weapons to 
annoy those whom be should protect ; nor should a factious yeoman bo 
jiermiUeJ to carry arms for the gratificaUoa of murderous propensilii's, 
when called out to stij^port thn Inwk'ss interest oi every petiy tyrant who 
may afford bint an apportunity fur wanton barbarity. 

Other grievances present themsalrei In the SuNeUtng (depopulating) 
jtet, and V^^jieli the ftNrmer operatecwith great sevority on the small 
T«naiitry» and» by its banb and unnatural provialonsy tends to uproot and 
exterminate many tbovsaods of the most induttrioua and effisctive of the 
inhabitants ; wbila the I.itter operates with crying Injustice on tberefpec- 
table householder and landed proprietor, through the mejins of the sgents 
of Church Government, who compel tbe already over burdened native lo 
yield to tbe unjust demands of selfishness and overweening cupidity. 
Against ItMr h^usUce and continuuKse of this arbitrary law, tbe voice of 
tbe whde nation tbonhl loudly exclaim, till it shall have been amended, 
or entlvelgr repealed. To' advert to sotltary or individual grievances to 
unaeecmaiiy, while so many require enumeration : a tolerably general 
view of tliese are taicen in the Poem itself, though not with statistical or 
critical precision, as to tbe commensurate extent of the evils nguinst 
which the nation complains. Somf» of th^s^ however are pretty ncciirately 
e<itimHte(1 by writers of compreliensive mitikls, ample knowledge, and 
t^miuuju abilities, whoseworics are before the public, presenting such a 
gloomy prospect of politlnl and moral evils as luperiedea tbe neceNlly 
of a re-oapitalation of tbelmpoilngfacts,ln a Poem already far exceeding 
Che intended Umits. 

The Aalhor bos divided the woric into fire Cantos, with a previout 
EutoGiUM TO Ogygia, hs well as n Canlo, introductory to the Poem. 
Euch Canto coalmen COS with the several Eras of Anglo-Irish iiistory: 
The Invasion : The tlEfroRMATioN : The Rcvoia'tiov : The Union : 
and lastly, The Gra op Ixdefendkncc. Throughout the composition 
be hat tdiaa a eumoiy Review of the several^ Dynasties of Angl»* 

svU* c 



AWnuDi Soferrigns, Uom Uiciiht Flaxtaoshc? {oGwmbtmbPoubtb^ 
the lute regnaut M oDarch of Britain. H« bat epltombad their Um and 
actions, as briefly as the nature of the aubject would adaiit of; aiul hai 

ttiiJeavuured io ahew, how fur their levcral GafremBeala have operated 
on Irtilunil, either in a fuTourable, or unpropitious manner; while bu 
scveial (]t;(!urtion<! seem to furnish arguments Rgninst the almost uniform 
und invariabU- injustice of British Hiagif exercised towards bj« it^ured 
and abused country* 

He baa amplified eoafhlerably on the traaacemiaiit blcfiingi of ttatnre 
ao Uberallj eonferrod on hb native Island $ and baa strongly contraaled 
those divine gifts of providence^ with the baneful efiecta of asal-adaiinia- 
trtttion and mi^overnmentf through centuries of oppression, chatncter^ 
istic of great impolicy and wnntun barbarity in the Chiet Governors of 
Ireland, acting under tbe inbtructioos uQd dictations of British Sovereigns^ 
tis well as corrupt or pmliiil Ministers. 

It is not the iiileniiuu of the Authur (o swell out his work with Note* 
and llistorteal Ulaitrations, inosmncb as ho coneeiveaf that Aanotatiooa 
will be unnecessary a4juoela to a poem, ao lalthfnl to gennlne Irish 
History.* General Readers, and all who art thotoughiy acquainted with 
our Annals, will readily admit the dofee oonnenlOBof History and Poetry 
ill lliL* subsequent volume. But as u large proportion of Britiih, and 
peibaps many Iriili R'^ t.l-r.s, muy not easily perceive the strict ui&nity 
bt'tsveeri Clio £i!ul iiisr iiuc '1'uwth ^ he begs leuve to observe that, where 
the adducement uf facl» muy appear doubtfuU he has candour and con* 
fidence Io assure the aeeptieal misbeliever, that nothing baa* been stnlad 
which to not oomhotated by the written teatimony of midbfotod HIato- 
rhina. 

Some may suppose that thti Web of poe^ U but flimsy fiction : this it 
frequently, though not unilbrmly (he case : poetry has been the undoubted 
origin of History, and the eldest Il^'gister and offspring of Tradition. 
The primiljvd fiitliers, in the o^jes of innocence and "Simplicity, adopted 
the harmonious urtj as tiie be&l method of communicaling the Itnowledge 
of past events: Poetry tb^fore may beoonsMnedaatlioveiy Ufis nod 
essence of History, and its noblest embellisbment* Oihers nro of 
opinion that the Muse la iodiffisrent to politloi. The iweoe of tfab 
opinion has sufBcient proofs of a contradictory tnnda«7, notnnkaovrn 
to the learned world, to corroborate and support it. 

On national subjects, such rs the present, the loftiest and most sublime 
of the Ionian Sisters must feel themselves both delightfully and paia- 
fuUy employed ou a theme where tucb scope is given to genius and de- 
acriptive talents. It afibidh a melancholy pleasnre to the natiw Bard, to 
trace hla country through the dark wllderoem of her woes, with the eye 

* Thi5 intentiwi, modified by drevnnfaneea, the Author vaaobllged to 

abandon. 
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of Ret roppectioD, to the bright lanJscnpes of Antiquity, when the sbon« 
furtb ialbe resplendent glory of ber civil greatneu, unrivalled and alone, 
tile green-robed Queen of Waves. Bnt what our country was in by-gono 
ages excites less interest than Iier inesent degraded condition ; severely has » 
ber pride been cbastened, and ber noble spirit broken* by trial and afflic- 
tloo J yet the iwtrlotlc dement* of re-genentton ere ttill In bw poneiikm : 
aMvlfyfng principle of le-creetton belongs to beifTtbaty like tbeTattsman 
of the Magician, or the wend of the 6enie« ' let^ini a wonder-working 
efficacy. The love of Liberty and the fire ofPatriotimn bare keen long 
cliille'! by tlie dampr. of ii frigid Destiny ; but late occurnnces shew, Ili-K 
their energies are still olive, and have passed, by tmn^nnimation, from 
/alber to son, in hereditary succession, through the disastrous Epoch of 
oQr cotmtfy's humiliating servitude, to the period of ber liberution from 
cirtl tiav^ and poUtfcal degradation. Her brave eons have evinced on* 
pvecedented lojaltyto their d«spotie Rulerii without nparailel) under the 
moit mortifying circuinstances, since the Revolution; their Allegiance, 
therefore, if a stronger stimulus than conscience can be given, will acquire 
fresh vigour frum the liberality of Government and senatorial justice, 
exercised in their fuvciir, after so mnny tardy years of stipplicating 
patience, and balUed expei Ualiuii ; but Ireland or ber children irill bend 
no more to the yoke .of slavery, or submit to tbe tyrannic will of IroD' 
sceptered detpotlim, while their national pride and physical reioitrcesare 
sufficlenllj strong to repel injnstloe and command respect. In past times, 
the pruning hook of persecution, and the blood stained sword of exter* 
niination thinned our country of inbubilants ; and, from a populous state, 
corapnruttvely reduced her to a howling wilderness, with k scanty, rem- 
nant populiitioii, that the ancient. Apostolic relijjion ot the l:!nt! miQ;bl bo 
rooted up, and aj>n;iiiialed. Persecution destroyed willx sanguinary 
vengeance, tin its Ihint for blood was satiated. The wretched tMiiahii 
of A brave, suffering people still clung to the holy Faith of their pfous 
Ancestors* in defiance of the perseenting spirit of religions fanaticism^ 
and, contrary to the calculating folly of tbeir tormenlOTt, Increased and 
multiplied exceedingly.— Such are Ibe common effects of a persecuted 
Faith. Ireland now estimates her sevenfold millions j iser sons have he- 
Come civilized Mnd enlightened, in despite of penal laws, Loslilo to the 
extension of Icnuwledge, and inimical to the priests and proiessors of 
religious and Utemry Education. 

Treated with fair handed Justice, our country wiH never complain that 
slie has become a vassal to Great Britain j but consctous of bet own 
strength, she will no longer bear the bondage of slavery. Compared 
with the nation to which she acknowledges fealty, her popuhition is pro- 
portionably small ; yet a limited people when roti^cil by resentment, and 
united in susTerings am! sympathies, can perform wonders, to vindicate 
tbeir rights, and repel aggression. May tlie Almigbiy be pleased lo grant, 
that the equitable spirit of Bdlkb Poliey nay continue to legiilbte to 



the prevention of c!»ngeroQS ezperitnenti} tbat eonM not fall, mnuUmilj, 
to prove injurious to both Natioos ! 

Linked in civil iolerestj witb Britain, may oars and Ibe sister IsUnd 
mutually unite in social affection and reciprocal oiBces of nuUonai con^ 
cord J The aggressor, repenting of past JlodisereUoati wltb a fixed dotor* 
minatkm to atooo ibrfonnor errors; and tho ag grcnod cooatry, nobly 
forgiTiog uofoigottan injuria^ with a generous oblivion of wrongs, and 
a conciliating disposition; forgetting, as far as possible, what has already 
been forgiven. 'Slay Britain learn, by the practice of clemency and 
milder (iovertimcnt, ttie i^ood eirncls of national utility, in the just 
udministratioQ of Irish aUuirs. May Iier ruling piiaci^les be governed 
by JusUoe and equity, wfallo tho tonoi of ber« bitherto> aibitiaiy wiU» 
shaU annma a moreconclliary *tomper, than wbal wofnl ex|»erlence has 
always foond H ; and may she« nam again» rashly attempt (o tanipev with 
an exasperated people, possessed of feelings so generous, and, at the same 
time, so iodigaaatjt as those which actuate the seoslbUitiee of ih» Irish 
niod. 



On thaeve of publieatlonj Ibe Anthor esteems it expedient to tnfiodaoe 
a few eonctudhig remarks on the snlyect of a Legidallf e Repeal of tho 
Act of Untoiii wbicb, pievlOHsly, to Ibe present all-absorbing question of 

Reform, commanded very general attention Ibrotighout this country, and 
pfirtially so, in the sister Island. That this political topic of nalionul 
interest should remain dormant or uaagitated, while Reform is in discus- 
sion, is prudentiuUy necessary ; but if ever Ibe people of Ireland, through 
blind in(atuation> should snUter tbemselTes to be divwted from this '< Ufa 
and death qnestion,** tbey deserve to see tbelr onbappy country still more 
desolate, and themselves more miserable. Let the fawning and disgrace- 
fu!Iy lemporislrig, venal votaries of self-interest, amongst us, oppose this 
measure of national salvation and vital importuiice, with all the unpa- 
triotic efforts of filial Apostflcy, to their odium, and tbeir country's shame; 
but let the sons of genuine patriotism who prefer honour, to disgrace> 
and clril independence to pcAilleaivessalage, strain every nerve of their 
noble energies to elTectnate a Repeal Of that inglorious Act wlilcb has 
thrown the sable psll of death and desolation over the eoosumpiive featuree 
of our declining state» which, If much longer unsuccoured by the unani- 
mity of her children, in carrying this life-sustaining object into operative 
efficiency, must eventtmlty become the most WTetcbed> lis she is^ ^iid 
has been, the most injured of NaUous i 
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Aacterit superiority of IrblanJ over tbe other Islands of the Giobe^traatcea- 
(ieot excelleace of her nulloaal Minstrelsy — early christian sancUtj'* 
High antiquity— salubrity of air and fertility of soil. IreUUKltbe Curopetn 
«chool of LMming befont* aad afl«r tbe daric i^^fonner nat of njrstte 
wonhfp wid dniidbB— Hf» P^fMi^ aad CbrliUaa Mm ooatrHted^-flw 
tefim dl Rd^gkni and Letters In Western fiarope-'her former Freedeai 
— Rogd ladepeadeaca^Hnsie'— Llterataie*>PhiUM0fli7aadA>(B|eak|gbwd 
^latexesUag beaatlfsikf bee aatpial seeaet7-*-b«r eoMaaali moznl, and 
physical eBdowaMits<-U>fl^ aataral ehaiaetecMles^ AUusloft ta tier appib » 
prittto nuUiplicity of nunes and epithe'tf— filial fmtlings of the Aothor 
sympulbelically expressed— moliTes assigned for the adventurous sjurit 
evinced by her soas as Missionary Saints, and persecuted Exiles— moral 
reflections on tbe degraded state of modern Ireland ander Danish and 
Saxon Tyiaaajr^-PoUtical looge? ity of tbe Irlib Nation beyond those alghly 
eonlempotaneoos Bapices of eoevalantl^altjy that have pened a«aj» white 
the otonientB of her regeneration fMNatn-^tOI nncon^nsred, fhang^ en- 
dasad^Ul possessed of tbe principle of Freedoos-^A new am of Inde- 
pondenee astvUiihed by naUfe patriolism^Pleailng aatiel|wUonsof >tha 
Irish 
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Land of ibe.Hcro, snd the Minstrel's Song! 
That thrppgb thy green attire hast looked abroad. 

O'er bounding seas — chief of t!i^^ i«^!and-throng^. 
That j^mile to earth's illuminating God ! 
...Ere thou wast sad in soul, or duped by fraud, 
The Muse of History, to her aneieol lyre. 
Thy paeans sung, Vefore a foeman awed 

Thy regal heart, to living strings of fire, 
That Ril! two (housmd years of light and fame, 
,^^d cifc^ng glories round thy .honoured naiiie..(^2) . 

I, 

' Thou shrine of Saints! Religious sacred Isle! - 
. Lovely, iiv koliaesa; ift fiuth.di«ia« 1 . 
Par tit of beauty ! in whose seraph smile^ 
The blending virtues and the graces shine ; 
' And soul-subduing modpsty is thine, ' ' •• 
Unrivalled nation of intelligence !. 
Aqo^od whose brilliant brows the Mpses twine 

The fadeless wreath of native exoellence. 
Which Memory's breath, and Pity's tears shall green. 
Till Time decays with nature's sunset scene. 

III. 

Field of Antiquity and hoary towers! 

With emerald-tinted mounts and velvet vales. 
Where early springs diffuse their fragrant flowers, 

To^urt the soitly-sighing western gales: 
On spicy ^v^ng, Health, o'er thy bosom sails, 

Slicnvering «vveet incense on thy bloomy breas^ 
Tliat lertile source whence plenty never fails ^ 

To draw profusion, bountifully blest 
With generous soil, fine streams, salubrious air. 
And all that makes thee fruitful, rich and fiur.(d) 
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IV. 

Proud School ol" Learning ! irJyperbof eaa scat • 

Of mysiiti worship-'Where the GcclikiB Sun 
Beheld his \otBries, in devotion, meet 

At Beat's altars, raised thy hills upon.(4) 
Then blazed his pagan fires, and brightly shone. 

Upon thy crystal waves, the twilight blaxe 
Ol false religion ; — but those times are gone. 

And Faith divine sheds holier^ heavenly rays 
Around the tombs of saints, that livedo and died, ; - 
The sons of trne Religion and its pride. 

V. 

No longer now, as erst, Apollo (5) leads 

The hoary Druid to his secret grove. 
To hymn his praise in Sacerdotal vt^eeds. 

And tune the wild Harp to unhallowed Idve : 
His mystic ritca, nnsanctioned from above, 

Have long since yielded to celestial Truth, 
That brought from heaven her sacred laws — to move 

Devotion s spirit, in the breast of youth, 
And teach mistalien virtue, how to rise. 
By Faith's direction to the ethereal skiee. 

VI. 

•The Christian Priest received Apollo's Lyre, 

Which pagan hands a thousand years haul strung 
VVhile yet, unholy murmurs from the wire. 

Idolatry prolonged with failing tongue : 
Music remained ; though other themes were sqng. 

In purer unison to Gospel strains. 
When meek Religion on thy fields was young. 

And heavenly Hope illumined all thy plains : 
Raising the soul to conlempiate above, ' , ■ 
The brighter prospects of immortal love, 

VII. 

Mother of Saints, philosophers, and sages! 

Parent of patriot?;, princes, priests, and bards 1 
Thou ark of Literature, in by-gone ages, 

That treasured science with devout regard. 
When Europe prostrate fell ia times ill-starred. 

Resigning Freedom, Empire," Wealth, and all 
To Vandal fury, when her Fate was hard, [gall ; 

As barbarous vengeance quenched her thirst with 
Oh sweet, secluded island ! thou wast then, 
The safe retreat oi Hope and holy men ! 
(J) 
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VIII. 

* Sad Europe trodden down by lawless power, 

For agrs, 'midst the wreck of grcalnrss, lay ;* 
Jjike Nature, when the skies of Winter lower, 

When dark and dismal rolls the sunlehs dny ; 
Her hanibled pride lay pining in decay, 

Mourning its destiny* low in the dusl^ 
Like Tadmur in tbe DeKert— Ruin's prey, [bfist, 

Frowning o'rr mouldering columi^ ana crumbling 
A wasted, wild, depopulated land, 
The drear uieiuoriaU of the .spoiler's hand ! 

IX. 

• t 

Wondrous to lell, and marveUous to read 
Th' imposing truth, by History recorJe^, 

That here, in safety. Genius sowed its seed. 

When iron-hcnrtcd Vandalism lordod 
Tyrannic sway — nor Mercy's hand afforded,. 

To suffering Worth throogb Europe's wide domain^ 
Till thou (if Irutli, tbe fact hoK rightly worded,) - 

Re-waftedst light to gild her fields again ^ 
Else had she longer in her darkness slept, ^ ► 
Un waked by Xicarning— mournful and unwept. 

X. 

Still crett and- free, amidst ihe waves thou stoodst. 

While Desolation spread o'er many a land, - 
When thou, the Qaeen of peaceful kingdoms, vie wedst 

The strife of death beyond thy ocean strand : 
Fire-breathing war, with reekiof; bloody hand. 

In mighty empires ieU a frightful void, 
While thou, o'er Freedom's realms, thy olive wfmd 

Waved,' Godde&s like, complacenl^ unanaoyed 
By savage man, that else whei^e. made a waste,.. 
And reared his iron throne on <erowns debased. 

XI. 

Favoured by Heaven— by Providence endo>ved 

With qualities most noble and divine. 
Thou rosest like the sun, when not a oloud 

Prevents the radiant God of Day to shine;. 
The powers of mi^ht and rnajesty were tliino— ' 

With virtues rare to light immortal fame, 
And thine the genius, learning to refine, 

That sheds a lustre round thy honoured name. 
A fadeless glory that shall never diit, - . « . 
So long a? sunshine gilds the earth and sky. 



XII. 

Garcini of Nature! who Iialti ever seen 

Thy graceful landscapes uninspired with charm.*. 
Resistless, as'wb^n Beanlft magte mien, 

The imoroas heart of Love's young \'otary warmt . 
Ah me ! wJitt pleasing, sensitive alarms 

Awal<en in the soul of him who vipsv; 
Thy sunlit fields — thy land of Arts and arms — 

The minstrel scenes of Music and the Muse— 
Unenvied, unadmired, has never eye 
Beheld the featoret of thy Majesty ! ' 

• xiir. 

m 

The God of Goodness made thee what thou art • 

Tn excellence supreme above thy jieers ; 
Ue gave thee ample nobleness of heart — 
A generous soul, with courage free fronl fears ; 

A sympathy of feeling, pione to tears; 
When Innoecnce and Virtue suffer wrong; 

Honour— high -spirited, which Heaven reveres. 
The lovp of glory — and the gift of song ; 

Faith — sanctimonious faith 1 of Eden birth 
The steadiest — warmest — ever dwelt on earth I * 

XIV. 

• • • • 4r * 

Yet thou, fair Isle, of philosopMo lore. 

Unrivalled qualities of heart possessed. 
Ere saints adorned thy silver-sanded shore. 

Or Christian ianrs arose upon thy breast; 
For they who scaiuied thy worth, and knew tliec best, 

Entitled thee the holy western Idind 
" Eiron ; the happy isliind, and the blest," 

Like Eve, made lovely by the Maker's hand^. , 
With rivers, harbours, lakes, capacious bays, 
Greeo bills, soft vales, smooth plains, and sylvan ways. 

XV. 

Land of a thousand names, by poets given (6) 

Witb uQmerous epithets thy worth to tell ! ■ , 
No wonder thou shoufdst wear the smiles of heaven. 

And all the world in excellence excel. 
In tinie=i rnmote, w hen thou iQv'dst virtue well. 

Ere foreign, baser mixture was alloyed 
With thy divinity, when demons fell, 
' Inhoman fonn, (be fanes of Faith destroyjefd* • 
And spread pollution, w ith unholy feet. 
Through Virtue's Temple, and Religion's seat. 

(9) 
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XVI. 

Oh blessed land ! dear Island ! thai iasBures 

My Muse with aoergy, my mind with powers ^ 
My tongue with speech, my breast with fbad desifet; 

To sing the splendour of thy re^^al hours 
In ancient timps, when, from thy kingly towers, 

A thousaod Harps the soul oi; Music lighted. 
When Learning, Freedom, Minatrelsy were ours 

O^giaa Isle ! (7) with Genios eagle^sighted* ' 
Darting his radiance, like electric fire, 
Through every life-string of the Minstrel's lyre. 

XVII. 

I love thee, Erin, native land of loves. 
With filial seal ; yet I have loved tliee nwra 

Devoutly zealous, in Columbia's groves 

And woodlands wild, when from thy snored shore 

I wandered for a time, to feci how sore 

The pangs of absence tortured, far from thee, 

P^ond the billowy waste where breakers roar. 
While seas and surges parted thee and me : 

Ah ! then I learned with sooUaffiectin^ pain 

That life without thee courted peace in vain ! 

XVIU, 

Dear Alma Mater ! hast ihou true-born wn, . • 
Who oould thy fond maternity forego, , 

Where'er his lot is east, since first begun 

, The current of his vital fount to flow ? 

Oh never! Irishmen in weal or woe. 
In every clime, their native land adore, 

And feel, in absence, pain's acutest throe. 

To thiak Fate binds them from thy emerald siiore ; 

While Hope, nndierbhed, in their hosoms, dies. 

When Thought reminds them of their native skiea. 

XIX. 

Yet, Inxis Al(,a ! if thy sons were true. 

If patriotic feebngs fired their minds. 
Why did they trust to waves, and waters blue. 

To fickle Fortune and to inithless triads. 
Life's doubtful destinies ? While Nature binds 

The Irish heart for ever td the spot 
Where Hope, its sweetest consolation findf, 

Midst native scenes tliat interweave with thought^ 
The pleasing recollections of the time. 
When Yonth waa like a spring- flower in its prime. 
(10) " . 
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XX. 

'Tistruc, there was a period of thy reign, 

When from thy fragrant shamrouk-tufted breast. 
Thy sons dispersed Ui^iiiselTes o'er many a plain 

To obristeaaiact Bankuid,- wd vee thfiia blest 
With theologic virtues, deep imprf^ied*. 

Upon the truth-irradiated mind, [West, 
When thou, Faith's light-spring, brigbten'dst all the 

Andshedstou Europe's tieiUs tliy S09I refined; 
Unrifalled land of inteUeotuftl beanw^; . 
Tlioii wftfledst radiuoe then on niuiy ttrftains 1 (8) 

Induced by pious motives, warmed with seal, 

Superior to contemporaneous states, 
Thy saintly sons, armed with ithuriel s steel, 

To these unfolded heaven's eternal ^i^t^s ; 
Bot other. Umms.tltt jaodera M«se rdatet» 

Of those whom gallioig^ penid.Iaws impelled 
To roam adventurous, courting mildei fates, 

On shores less dear, by insolence compelled. 
To leave thy soA, green vales for other lands, 
Uncursed with power, unspoiled witli impious hand^. 

XXIJ. 

To him who. deeply tiBad|» coipp|vss» a^d viewrs 

The wide-contrasted past, and present time, 
'Twill seem unstranjje that dew-eyed Pity's IShise 

Should pour a <iva\u uf sadness throut^fi thy riiyme*; 
He will not marvel aiucb that woe^i should ciiime. 

With plaintive jaelanQbely, throogh thy lays, 
When Memory wakes, to witness fraud aad eriaie. 

And tell the glories of thy ancient days ; 
While looks the mind, through wild a£iicti<Ml's wavei^. 
On humbled dignity— a land ot slai^es I 

XXIIL. 

Fairest 1^ Islands! FrtiBdaiar's former h<ome ! 

And 3t1t here that onoaching plavea oaa 4weU ? 
Have all thy patriot 8<mis inclined to foMnf 

They that erewhile, lored Liberty so well: 
Perished their prowess, ere thy spirit fell ? 

And are there none but those who tamely ^qw, 
To heartless tyranny, in Slavery's cdl^ 

Where heroealbnrkhed? Oh ! whiBreare.iheyaaw? 
LiOyv slnnbering on Ihe laurelled warrior'ii bed, 
Wbile o'er theicthonoiitrad dnlt. Ih' ingiorious treads . 
00 . 
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XXIV. 

What pUy ! tliat a land so good and great 

In moral virtues, libendly endow^, 
Sihould nourish »la?e8 or meet th' igBoUe iaite 

Of coward, venal nations that have bowed . .. 
Submissively, to pander to thr prnnd ; 

And prostrate kisn oppression's ruthless rod. 
As though it were by destiny allowed, 

Ordained by Heaven^ and registered by God, . 
That thou shouldst bear for oentttriee» tbe duiia 
Of vassal oatioHB, resSAm of thy pakl. 

XXV. 

Yet was it not thy crime, nor with consent, ' . 

That savage foreigners o'erspread thy land, 
To bid thy daughtern and thy Hons lament, 

When stern tavadetv, haughty ia oonaiaad. 
Purpled with native blood thy balioiwad atnuid,' 

And o'er thy smiling landscapes spread dismay. 
With murderous sword, and spnar, and flaiuiog brand* 

To ^right the genii ol thy helds away : : . 
Thus came the pirate Danes, who dearly bought. . 
In time; tbe sordid jdiuiiier' wbiob they sought (9> 

XXVI. 

The Danes subdued in many a deatMll figb^ 

Recorded l>y the «a<»;e Historian's pen ; . ! 

A greater scourt!;e ci^-ailt d thy regal right, 

A band of needy and adventurous men, - 
Like hungry tigers, from tbeir forest dea^ 

Prowling for prey, beset tby peaceful fold. 
Aided by one, false, traitorous f^hepherd, wbeft 

IJh pprHdy by many tongues was told ; 
One traitor stained with ^mlt, (*ne dastard son. 
Betrayed thy flock, and leii our sires undone. 

XXVII. 

Need I remind tbee» vie'tim of tbe wt'odge ' 
Of Saion vengeiaoe ; bow Ibon wast oetrayed? . 

Since many bards in elegiac «ongs, . . • 

Have rcgis^tered the frightful havoc made 

By persecution's desolatiug blade. 
And all the naaielees ills tliat thoa haat.borne, 

Stnee lirst, beneath thy hospitable shade* - 
A Saxon sat, lo make thy hopes foilorn : 

Forth from that day thy comforts have beenttnall* . 

Thy regimen^ regret : thy beverage, gall, . 
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XXVIIL 

Thy UTi«iii'?piLMOVls soul, thy generous mind, 

But little dreamed, the Norman 8axoa few, 
EnclMed within a pale siiouid ever find 

The road to Empire, if thy eons were trae ; 
Yet they, more brave than prudent, rathtf elew 

Their riTal brethren, than attacked the foe, 
Their common enemy, whose vigour grew. 

By their disunion, to thy overthrow; 
Nor was it, till too late for reclamation. 
They witnessed tbeo a spoiled and ruined aalM». 

XXIX. 

The sly, insidious foe, with murder stained, 

Reoeath Religion's holy mask, disguised 
Deceit and guile, when falsely he obtained, 

.The papal means which baseness had devised 
For sordid purposes, ttnit irrt advised 

That holy engine to effeot thy doon. 
By practising on minds that least surmised 

A despot's motives, legalised by Rome, 
That won submission from Ilierarchial Chiefs, 
And fixed a lusting signet to thy f^iek, (10) . ■ 

It matters not by whatsoever ineans 

The. spell was bound upon thee — thou and thine 
Have been in tfiraldom— not by foreign skeins 

Defeat or (7vertiirow, since Groffry's line. 
Came with invasiuu, u er V £UGtviAs bnne. 

To blast the foliagt of thy Laarel Oak ; . 
To blight thy Shamrock wreath, and intertwine 

The sinews of thy strength with Slavery's yoke: 
Oh ! direful day, Ogvgian Isle ! for thee— 
Hope, Ijearniiig, Commerce, Faith, and. Liberty ! 

The mereitesshaive triumphed, o'er, thy fall, 
Unconquered, injured Isle! and they haTe smiled 

like demons of destruction,' when the paH 
Of desolation clad thy ruins wild; * 

Ah! how have curs'd. polluted hands defiled- • 
Thy monumental i^eautieSt, and the fanes . . 

Of holiness, in Oothio graadear ^M, . . ' < 
By votive monareba on thy obristian ptatns^ • 

Ah me ! how frail, the remnant now appean 

Of all the spleodoiir of two thousand yeats ! 

(13; c 



XXXII. 

PoHtiea! dissensions made thee first. 

The ohjcct of injustice,— next thy ereed, 
Obnoxious to Helormers, madly nursed ' 

Ten tbatmud evib of irifernal breed. 
These soatitred o'er thy iiii-tU noiious 8e«^ 

Of pcrsecuUon, fabtioh, penal laws. 
Productive of ful! many R monstrous deed. 

That souglit for cruelty a groundless esuse^ 
To fix eternal infamy of fame ' ' 

To Biilwa's orino^ftgi^ed, fcaughty name. 

Hast thou deserved such treatment, loyal ^ad f 

Say hast thou merited return so base ' ' 
For thy fidelity, that might demand, 

At least, Llifi gratitude of Ckkdic's race, [trace 
And eonquering VViLtiAM's sons, from whom they 

Their spurious hoobrs «Rd f««fr high reiiown ? 
Yet, strange reward ! these offsprings of disgrS0O» 

Instead of thank% repaid thee with a frOWn* 
And tor thy services they gave ihee obains,' " 
With mock regality for afl thy pains. ' ' ' 

XXXIV. 

The Union came, thai eompact o( deonjtf ' 
To terminate the Drama of thjr woei ; • 

A fraudulent colluf^ion, to defeat • 
Thy kiture iropes, and aggrandi/e thyfbas. 

Oh ! had thv spirit ih that hour arose, 
To mar tM'dee^%ljat left thee but the name, 

The specious shadow ^a'Qtieoiiiflmtlnidws . , 
No re^al right, save wftlit the slave mayclafin; 

Unconscious Dupe ! (hat term so misapplied, • ' 

ITie UN40N, left thee but insulted pride I ■ t , 

XXXV. 

Erin, thoAMtmrsta Ohronoiogip Tree, 

Deeply tn^i^en'O'er Witft slrahge events ; 
Upon thy tropk *nd branehte; idl ma5^:see " " 

Memorial records, History's raortuinents; 
Deeds of the past, for which t!ic Muse laments, - 

And sad ocourrenoes that man deplores ; 
Even on tby lenves^ we trace the Imeamenta 

Of crime «nd fMbiwi thy fa^'shom : : 
Ah ! who could dresfni that siich't lioWeirodt • 

Would bear eo strange 4 trebvrtth letter frttft !' - ' 

(14) ^ 
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XXXVI. 

And we have 1<no\\n that thou didst represent, 
At various times, through havoc scenes of deatlif 
A yawniog sepulchre of vast extent, 

' Bngulfiiig Patriots, cro wn'd with Freedom's \\ rcath. 
Ilow many iMroea slumber UDderneath 

Thy verdant bosom, Uiat in battle-field, 
For Independence fiave resifrned their brcntfi, 

To thee bequeatliing half- worn spear and shield 
Ob ! sad mementos for thy sickened sight! 
DistreMfiil relics of \h* unequal fight I 

XZXVII. 

Oh ! widowed Erin ! Sorrow's Bumrnfnl Queen ! 

Less beautiful by nature — less allied 
To ancient greatness, thou hadst never beeil 

So much the victim of invidious pride; 
Bat thou, alas ! hast been severely ti ied^ 

And muoh of penal snlTering hast thou known, 
Since first thy flowers, with native blood, were dyed. 

When fierce TUROEsiUS reared himself a throne 
Oft human carnage— followed by his hosts 
Of ScandiDaviaa blood-hounds to thy coasts. 

XXXVIII. 

Fair garden landeoapes to th' invader a view; 

Tbenailfes m<e8ented!» thy land of saiilcs-^ 
A paradise of beauty, whieh be knew 

Was worth the saerifioe of all bis liJes; 
For this were measured many ocean miles, 

And here he strove, like Lupine beast of prey. 
To hoid thy tempting oharms in savage wile% . 

Though hosts behind bin shrank like wdirss nwAy, 
On Death's rnd<*«bbing tidej -for, dearly paid 
The rntUeso nodsler lot the sfinil be idndcb • 

'Twas thus ToRGESius reared a thorny throoe» 

Upon thy breast like fiend of desolation ; 
And, for n time, he triotaph^ in thy moan, 

Gloryihg ih Itmnnons oepepolnlion ; . . 
Yet thou wast then a proud, indignant nnlkni^ 

Alive tn honour — boastful of renown, 
That roiled re-aotive, with reoriuiination, ' 

Affainst th' insulter of th^ regal Crown : 
Whilb Mb&cha's memory lives, by fame enshrined, 
^ The fall of Tunnifc Anil rejoiee tby siind. 
(15) 



EUL061UU TO 



XL. 

By native provrets, sunk tbe darinr Dane, 

In conflicts worthy of the EpioBard^ 

While life-blood flowed on many a crimson plain, 
From gaping wounds, of Chieftains deepiv scarred* 

Of Loughan's sons, how many came ill-starred, 
To find, amid thy vales, ingforious graves, 

Where foreign corsaire long and fiercely warred 
Against tby shores like battling ooeaa waves: 

Thf boldest Dane met heroism herr — 

Detcal and death, upon thy lightning spear. 

'XLl. 

The brave — though desperate, foe, by native sLcei 

For ever eravhed^thy harder fate was next 
The inroads of insidiousness to feel 

From hordes less dreaded, that have sorely vexed 
Thy feelings ; "^ince, v^itfi false and base pretext, 

A vain, ambilious, artful 8axon king, 
liie sinews of thy regal power, relaxed 

When peaee internal felt the deadly sting. 
That poisoned, Vr'ith its fell; malignant powers. 
The source of bliss, and hopes reviving flowers. ' 

- XLU. 

Confiding Nation ! liritain's Upas shade, 

Wkh breath pestiferous — life-destroving banc, 
A friebtfnl desert round its sphere bath made 

or desolatioii-^nournful as the plain, 
Bestrewed withrevcrend relic* proudand vain. 

Whereon, a princely ruin JiAi.i.Ec stands, 
The wreck of greatness, frowning with disdain. 

Amidst the waste of subjugated lands. 
That flourished in their day. as thou hast done, 
And saw, ii^ blood, dasoend their setting sun. 

XLllT. 

Of " yoine^a Ruins" thou mio-htst form a part; 

For thou wast great and splendid in thy day, t 
Till taught by War's depopolatiog art. 

That Pride, lifae mountain waves, wiH shrink away : 
What is Antiquity's superb array. 

But humbled majesty, which time has made : 
Nations, like men, grow, only to decay. 

And only flourish as a Uower, and fade : 
They rise like stars, they dazde^-shiae — and fall— 
And o'er their relk^ ruia spreads her pall ! 
(16) 
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XLIV. 

So Babtix)n rose, with sjilendour, aod declined 

Tbat mighty niUoD of prineval a^s ; 
So Nineveh appeared^and left belund 

Her frail remains to antiquarian sages. 
AJas ! what ruined greatness still engages 

The curious traveller's eye in many climes, 
Whose ancient annals, but illume the pages . 
or Clio's volume atdaed with war and ortmes : 
Their remnant glories shine through many a blot 
Of hardened vice*- buly they, tbemselvea» are noil 

XLV. 

Greece, scientific GREECfcl \%here Learning lighted 

Her orient suni^hiue, of resplendent bjaze, 
Shone brightly to the world ; but time benighted. 

With clouding causes, all her thousand rays. 
She set — and o'er her Muse-loved, olassic ways, 

A nnw-Vtorn nation spread the of power: 

The iull-orbed sun of ii^urope's former days, 

That lighted Rome's colossal, civil tower. 
Like heaven*! own aource of light, o*er half the globe, 
Shed lustroua spleadoitr from her gjotigwrn robe* 

XLVI. 

Imperial Rome, that, in her strength and pride, 

I^id haughty nations prostrate ut jier leet, 
And spread her giant limits far and wide. 

The World's great Arbitress—or wealth — the seat 
Shall il be said, and shall the Muse repeat. 

That she, of stcrncsH qualities of mind. 
With merciless barbarians bowed to treat— 

The supercilious conqueror of mankind ! 
And how she sunk beneath her ponderous weight, 
Bending in low sobmiasion to her ikte. 

XLvn. 

Yes! Rome, of pagan Empires mightiest far» 

Crumbled away in presence of her foes, 
While thou, to westward, like heaven*s Vesper star. 

Amidst thy glories smirdst, ia sweet repose, 
For millenary cyoles— >fair as rose 

Thy sun-bright Liber'y ; stil! peaceful shone, 
Thy civil greatness— stranger tu the woes 

That fell earth's other, fated n&tions on : 
Illustrious in letters^noble— free, 
Secttra thou aat'st amid thy loaiog sea. 
(17) 
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Yet, land of lofly elements! though ihou 

Hast been degraded, and by ingrates wrooged^ 
Who taught tliee, in thy va9sa!a<^p, to bow 

To liaughty scorn that never yet belonged 
To brave invaders ; tbey whose hate prolonged 

Their vengeaaee with their empire^ ever smoe 
The hour FiTz-BitPRtSB, With his thooacads thronged 

Thy envied coasts to prey on innocetice : 
Accorsed Bra, ushered in svith crlm? 
That benoefortfa darkened all the Jinks of Time I 

Of nad iDH|[ovenittient and partial \win — 

Of foul injiistfoe, cnidly refined. 
Of nmcoroua hatred, that allowed no panse 

From persecution, wroiif^ht by zeal purbliad: 
Of faith intolerant — faithless friends uakiad. 

Of vile venality, and uameless foes, 
A victim tboo base been siiNHf fiite aasifj^ed 

Thy lot with nations doomed to many woes ; 
As if thy guilt deserved th' avenging rod 
Of retribution (tola an angry God* 

L. 

Whate*er thy faults—or errors of the past — 

So far as History leads the steps of Truth, 
Thy moral virlues, vice eonid never blast, 

Since Memory met thee, siiAilitlg hi tliy yontb. 
And if thy path of* trial was un^mooth, 

Harsh, rude, and rugged made to wound thy feet 
Thy suffering patience, sympathy will soothe 

And mercy will thy heart with gladness greet ; 
For surely heaven Will yet resent thy wrong. 
Through perseooted Faith, that suffered long. (1 1) 

LI. 

Unconqucred Nation ! from thy bleeding breast, 

That heaves at present like a troubled ocean 
Thy genius breallies, proud Island of the West! 

And all tliy spirit seems in wild oommdtion: 
Thy Helot sons, so loyal in devotion 

To stern oppressors, have indignant grown : 
The} fetfl their chains — pride rises on their notioiv 

And native Independence, gives a tone 
To newborn patriotism, that, in form, 
Grows like a danger-brooding, wintry storm. (12) 
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LU. 

Thy Mill eipandi wiUi ^^Qterprisiog vigour, 

Nerving the sinews oftliy strpngthening power. 
To vengeance roused, by Bntian's iron rigour, 

Thy iirm, un^&uoted sonsj no more shall cower 
To inaolenoe, tlvit tfiaght % skies ta lower. 

Through many ft direCut dark^Sfid lUtnial day* • 
WhtB Pity sat by Frjeedbn's tmmed Toweri 

Weeping sad tears o'er national decay; 
While slept Uiy spell-bonnd spirit inthcwreek. 
Where demoa iiavoo mai ked Lis bloody traclf. 

But Uioii IiMt yvtkidt atpatriotam's call, 
To frightful reoollectioa of Ay wrongs ; 

And thou hast flung aside the mournful pail 

Which clad thee in thy widowhood — vvhensongi 

Of dirgeful woe, such as tli' liard prolongs 
Above the dead, sad Elegy has sung ; 

Tet otbar i89k |o Srm'a Mose belongs 

Than woes which oifidlikted sorrow's tODgQo; 

Or tuned, to misery's sympathetic strain. 

The Minstrel's Lyce^ Ia perseouiion's reign. 

LIV. 

Now angel Oratory guides the speech 

Of ^Qtd spnt, wboae toDg^nes of soft persuasion, 
A moral and instructive dootvm^ preadi, 

To friends and foes, adapted to th' occasion : 
No more, such men will brook or bear evasion, 

When they shall clank their letters, and demand, 
Their rights— their liberty — when no dissuasion 

^UiaUlSwftri'Mr purpose, or tbeirelaiiiwwitbitaiid; 
They must b^rfrct^^must break their chains asundefi • 
Or 0||iriiniim'a Tbrcfiieiwi^ thunder* 

LV. 

A band of fearless patriots is thine own, 

A civil polity of Ijeeislators, 
Whose power and infieDoe lion-like have grown 

In presence of thy vile oilumniators ; 
They claim no epithet save " Ajgitatora 

Yet they can wield t!ie enerofies of niindf 
To combat foes ; yet true conciliators. 

They will religious freedom to mankind ; 
And lawfol righta whiob they have been denied, 
Through jaundiced prejodioe and selfith pride. 

(!») 
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LVi. 

A hand Ls on the Ltver of thy fAta"^ 

A potent hand of mighty powers possessed, 
Thy destinies to wield, and re-create 

The love of JLiberty within thy breast 
The LtBBEATme Cuaumh of the West 

HasooDjqred up the spirits of our sireS" 
Thesons of freemen list his high behest — 

A"* Hope sheds incense on her sickly fires; 
VYIule Peace and Concord clasp in Love's embrace^ 
And Juy iihgds light on Union's smiling face. 

LVII. 

Or)fg|»n Isle ! thy lOtiibre Age is o'er, 
Ur expectation mmt be self-deceived. 

And darkne«ts on thy fields shall lower no more, 
Nor will tliy heart fi oner forward be aggrieved 

iiy Brilisii artiiice, winch Faith believed 
Less base Is motives than, alas! she found it. (13) 

For thou, from Slavery's chain must be relieved. 
And all th* infernal, penal links that bound it,- 

So stronfrly, hy oppression to thy state, 

With all the riveta oi a ruthless late. 

LYIfl. 

Mother of melody and song ! I bait 

The brightening prospevts of thy fiiture d»ya : 
I fancy music floats upon the gale 

That bears to heaven the preans of thy praise. 
Rise, Erin, rise I bid all thy minsti c is raise 

^Tbe hymn of triumph ; ior the moral light 
Is fought already-r-and the Hero's Bays 

Surround the brows of many a conquering Knight; 
The champions of the soil, who bloodless set thee free. 
Have purehased Ijaurel Wreaths, for Liberty and thee. 



END OF TflS BULOGIUM. 



ARGUMENT. 

Sotemn TfltraduetioaortbasubJe«t— Ir i mJ con pared to a Land of grave«— 
a theatre of carnage— uppeul to heaven, tbe divine witness of licr wrongs— 
IinociiUon to the Harp of the ^VVst— Picturesque beauties of frehind de- 
lineated— her Geographical and Physical advantages illustrated— Arrival 
of tbe iuvafive Danes— Spirited struggle* of tlM» Mtires against the flnt 
Invaders— laccessful triumi»b of tbeir aegnantinow anas— Nstontion ot 
Aattooal psaee^Imoaiii of the Saxoo anxltlariM of Mac Uiireliail— 
TMBCbery praethea agalmt tbe Monaioh^VMt of Heoiy XL compared 
to tbat of Geoige IV^Apertraphe to tfaa late nnrortanato Queen-lier 
fate aMimiUted to peneeeted Ireland'-The BoH of Adrian IV.«>fta n^- 
chleTouaconieqtteneef defined— Insecurity of the Ptie Gorernment— Tcelaad 
atlllfreeand independent, beyond tbe English Pale, till after the accession 
of Jumes 1. — Duplicity oi Ihat ai tiui Prince practised on Irish credulitj— 
Evils resullin}.^ therefrom hostile to native freedom — Ultoniau bravery 
eulogised — general expnttation on the \vroiigs sustained by Ireland — baso 
qualities of the Suxoa Colonists— American Indians less persecuted by thr 
Spantards than Irishmen bj Saxon, petty tyrants— obligatioos of Britain and 
Boiope to Irish geiieiositjy and benevolenee—Monnmente of Iridi HJstoiy 
etui extant, in despite of the mefaiydespollatienoftlieetinn f ei n ' Rertwd 
of Ireland from tbe stopor of ^gee— Retmpect of her former daje of 
Glor^, 



D 



THE WRONGS OF 



HISTOBICALLY BEVIBWED. 

INTRODUCTORY CANTO. 
I. 

^ady slow, and solemn, let my numbers flow 

In reverend ponip, comporting with my theaiei 
For I must sing of wrongs and sovereiga woe, 

That long haa broodea o'er the Muse's dream : 
Let sadness like a oieianchdy fltream, [Torset 

Breathe plaintife nmrmnra throagli my noumfui 
"While J enlarge on Erin's griefs supreme, ' 

And my ill-fated Nation's ills rehearse; 
Ah me ! I enter un my task with j^ain, 
For sorrows deep, engross my plimlive strain ! 

11. 

With treniblino; hand of caution, I aspire 

To advocate my country, and to sweep 
With pity's minstrelsy her pensive Lyre, 

WbileFeeling^s corrent, through my heart runs deep : 
"My nation's wrongs, that haunt the hours of sleep, 

And frightful images, by day, present 
My troubled soul in w akeful tortures keep. 

That make the sympathies i f life lament. 
My mother Isle, with aii her tliousand woes, 
Robs peaoe of rest^ and murders my repose. ^ 

nr. 

With retrospective vision, I review 

Her former glory, when s!ic was a Queen* 
O'er-Gsnopied with skies ol azure blue, 

With soiling seas off>parkling waters green ; 
I sigh to think how mighty she had been 

Before her unanticipated fall — 
Ere foreign foes upon her fields were seen. 

Or rapine revelled in her Regal Hall^ 
But wo is me ! unconsciouslv she fcii. 
Without a crime— as Pity's Muse shall tell. 
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IV. 

Lonff- during bondage has her spirit broke— 
for ages past her children have been alaTCt : 

Sabmissivel^, tbey groan beneath the yoke 
Of Britain's proud Osiais^King of waves ! 

Our lovely Isle has been a Land of Graves— 
A theatre oi carnage, biouii, and spoil. 

The golf of avarice deep, that yawns and craves 
The fat, the wealth, and produce of the soil^ 

Nor feels satiety with these alone, 

But socks our country's Burrow from the bone. 

V. 

God oi the wronged ! Thou just one, slow to wrath 1 
The cycle of cor bondage, most severe^ 

Is known to thee, sinee misery crossed the path 
Of our prosperity — and wafted here 

Her pestilence and plngnos, from year to year, 
To curse our Island with itifernai pests 

And foreign evils, litat have wrung the tear 
From our regrets — and sighs from many breasts : 

O God of Retribution ! come and see, 

How ^in suffers for her faith to ibee ! 

vr. 

Come, Father of the injured, and behold 

Iler tribulation — and thy succours lend 
To wearied patience, tried like melted gold,. 

To prove the worth of virtue. Thou the Eriend . 
Of Innocence abused, in mercy send. 

To us thy children, timely, heavenly aid 
Against injustice, to whose will we bend. 

That drainsf our wealth — and would our lives in vade$ 
And help ufl^ Father, In the dangerous hour ! 
Oh! break our chains, andcrosh the tyrant'spower ! 



Harp of the West ! awake, the Minstrel calls— (1) 
Too long thy soul hath slumbered in the halls 
Of desolation, where unswept—uni^irung-*- 
Deep, noornAtl silence scaled thy silver tongue. 
Till ages rolled away on leaden wing. 
Dark as a polar niglit, unchorrrd hy spring. 
Thou lyre, of many voices, that hast slept. 
So long untunctul, while thy country wept. 
Awake 1 if music lives among thy wires. 
For Sorrow's Mose, thy votive Bard, inspires 
(28) 
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£o touch tiiy chords of melancholy tone 

That best ean ebime to mkI Ibrne's moan. ^ : I 

Spirit of love, aod war, and iroful songs ! 

Be OMTH the tbeine of iiijored Elrin's wrongly 

Since first, by Saxon perfidy, hetraynd, 

She sat a mourner in the lonely shade . ; ; ) 

Of Woe's sad Cypress, in desponding mood, . . 

The aymbol of distressffil widowhood. . . : : ' 

If griefs perennial have not damped loo iauob 

Tby hallowed strings with life-benonbing^toodl: / 

If ruthless persecution, practised long. 

With ceaseless rigour, on thy wires of song. 

Has left the inspiring priucipic behind 

To move the tender sympathies of mind. 

Such as thy plaintive melody could yield 

In former days, when from the well-fought field,. ; 

The Laurelled Chief indulged in softer oharoks^ , 

Infused by bcauiv, than the clang of arms, ^ f 

As peace, with ulits magic influence stole^ 

Pivuiely, on hismusio^ohastened sou). , ^ 

Ilarp of the West! if still in thee remaias : ■. < > 
The spelful spirit of thy former strains, . -t 

That breathed the pathos of celestial things. 
And Heaven's intelligenoe through breasts of Kings, 
Moving the passions with persuasive sway, ' 
Unfolding, to ideal worlds, the way, 
Through all th* unboun^lf^d realms of sentient though^ 
With atl the powers of iiie and action fraught ; 
Associate with the Sylvias Muse thy tones. 
While ghost-like Memor^ntterssfg^hs'Md moans ; 
And we, in concert, plaintively will tell, " , 

How Erin suffered, and how Krin fell ; 
With allth' accumulated, varied woes ^ 
That banished peace, and martyred her repose, * \" 
Daring her long, dark, shadowy, starless night, 
Unebeered by Hope's illusive, mental light. 
Or aught that comforts ]Mltielloe, to bestow. 
One gleam of giadaesi^oii her sombre woe. 

Creative Wisdom, when this ample Globe ^ '\ 
Received existence, olad in verdant rohe^ ' ^ ' 

Our lovely Isle, with richest-toeasuresgraeed. 

Rising in beauty from the watery waste : 

Amid the green- waved main she proudly stood,.- - 
Fair as the fabled daughter of the flood. ' ■ 

Sweet-smilii)g to the skies that gild the West 
7he first of Europe^s Isles, supremely blest ; ' ' ' 
(M) ' 
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The climn of f TeaUh--.or zepliyr-loving Oowers — 
Of beauty, vernal sweetness, suns, and showers. 
Green velvet vales, and woody, tow'ring Siieves 
Whenoe nany« fertilizing strMmrMfmes 
Its crystal touree/to irrigate aJftnd, 
Like Eve, made perfect, by her maker's hand. 
And, haply gifted, all earth's Isles above 
Witii marks of favour from fiteraal Love. 

The mrtke Mote defines her, as the sphere 

Of blooming Spring throaghoul the rolling year. 
Enriched with plenty, wealthy in her stores 
• Of mineral treasures, niul ?netal!if ores : 
With ample iiays, broad lakes, and noble ports, 
I'o which the Commerce of the earth resorts. 
To flap, with )>Ieesure, in the Western breese. 
Her 8wan*white sails, secure froin stormy seas. 
Her scenes Autumtial, greet the eye of morn, 
"With yellow fields of nchly-waving corn, 
That, with tiieir graceful garniture, unfold 
The heaving bosmn-of'S sea of gold. 
Her undulating hills, with forests crowned, 
Shed sylvan grandeur on the vales around. 
And viovv ilieir leafy honors, where below 
In mirror-sireams, they downward, bendinj^ grovr, 
By bright reflection, towards lix inverted hkies. 
That farbeneath attrabt th'- observer's eyes, 
W^hen heaven, and heaven's reflected dome appear 
Above, below, arowid, one giorioueephere ! 

Far o'er this blessed land the foot may stray, 
Uadreading serpents lurking in its^way ; 
No poisonous reptile basks amid her bowers. 
With pestilential breath to taint her flowers. 

That like her blus'hfn<t f^anfrhtcrs, chaste and -fair. 
With odornus c.xJialaiioji^ sci nt the air, 
Tliat iam her garden-landscapes, and improves 
The mild, green verdure of her graceful groves. 
Ah! who with unadmiring, heedless sight. 
Has ever viewed this land of soft delight? 
Or who that ever looked upon her yet, 
Could leave her verdant shores without regret? 

In Geographical position, placed 
Apart froaslUpine, in the watery waste : 

P'rom foreifi^n envy f'crcenrd by shielding seas— 
By war unspoiled — in opulence and ease-^ 
(2S) 
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Tliis beauteuu:> I^laod^ ph)sicaiiy biest, 
Man's paradiM of Xatare in tbe West^ 
For ages shone, with all her emerald charaii. 
The seat of learning, and the nurse of arms: 
Saw prosperous virtues thriving in her soil-* 
Abundance smiling on industrious toil — 
Health greeting Peace— and Love saluting Joy, 
Where pleasures reigned, nnblended with th' aUoy 
Of hope's incertitude, or cares that shade 
The sunshine of the soul, when fears invade 
The realms of mind, to raise discordant strife. 
Among the powers of intellectual life. 
Throned on her mossy hills, she sat sublime^ 
Surveying plaoidly her pleasant olime. 
That lay encompassed, with its Ocean-zcme, 
Beneath her eye^ all Freedom's, and her own. 

Such was the Isle whence honour had its birth. 
Where social friendship brightened every hearth, 

And glowed in every breast^ enlarging wide 

The hospitable hf^nrt of generous pride. 

Whose active virtues ^sympathised and felt 

For human woe, with pity prone to meit ; 

Like virgin snow, before the warming sun, 

When first he shines earth's morning scenes upon, 

Sueoeeding terrors of a stormy night 

When Winters, bloomless wastes are cold and white. 

Ekalted in her greatness, and endowed 

With attributes to make her spirit proud : 

Possessed of power's vast elements— a Queen, 

She spread her vestment of Imperial Green, 

To Liberty, and Day's effulgent God, 

In gorgeous, regal majesty abroad, 

Tuning her wild harp to harmonious Iay<5, 

The songs of glory, and the hymns oi praise ; 

A happy land, with children great and free, 

Th' unrivalled Empress of the Western Sea, 

Brighteninr^ with Geniu^\ ppiiccfully she reigned 

With independence — and had long maintained 

Iriteiaal quiet — if her saored ground. 

Her fame, and glory, had not shed around 

A native, sun-bright radiance, to illume 

Tbe envious land that sealed her direful doom. 

First Avarice led the bloody-handed Dane, 
Impelled by hardihood and Hurst oi gain. 
To darken round ber shores, like wintry storms. 
When elemental war. in eloudy forms, 
(26) 
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Xioweri on the fiiding labdse^e, ythkf oomplain 
Pale viitged Aatamn and her languid Irun, 

As sad creation, anrl the mournful s!<ips. 

With mutual suffering'^ seem to syrnpathiso. 

Roused from their Island deas, for spoil and prey. 

Through paths of blood, to mark their savage way, 

With Tigrine fury— breathing fire and flamOi 

The predatory sons of Louohlin came. 

In evil hour, to mept hpr Linn hof^ts, 

In frightful contiict on our peaceful coasts. 

Whereon Invasion had not once imprest 

A hostile foot, sinoe to her climate blest, 

The sons of Golamh sooght her sacred ground 

With letters, science, laws, and fame renowned ; 

With school philosophy to gild their train, 

From southern tields---from once ennobled Spam. 

To Scaudmavia wofui was the cost. 

Sustaining struggles which she bravely los^ 

Against a fearless, independent raoe 

Whose courao:e never shrunk from foeman's laee. 

Too delicate of honour— and of life— 

Too prodigal, to shun, or shrink from strife. 

They met th' invaders, as the torrent meets 

The brushwood in its oour8e-.and mighty feats 

Of death and doughty valour were achieved ; 

Yet still with succour*; Ktrnnrrthened and rrlieved, 

Th* hostile foe, maintained, by force of arras, 

A dangerous post midst restless war's alarms; 

Till native prowess triumphed in its migiit, 

And Loughlin's sons forsook the field of fight^ 

When opposition could but ill withstand, 

The conquering spirit of onr steel-girt land. 

The Danes subdued— intestine peace restored. 
By' patriot heroism's vengeful sword ; 

A more insidious, yet less dreadful foe 
Assailed our shores, to Erin's lasting woe. 
Oh ! fatal day ! when Singul's gloomy chief 
Firststaint d with native blood the Shamrock's ieuf. 
And planted in our soil the seeds of strife 
That rankly throve, embittering human life 
With poisonous fruit, whose fell, malignant bane 
Effused its deadly juice through every vein 
Of Civil Liberty, and lastly brought 
A wild paralysis of sense, that wrought 
Destructive consequences to our slate 
From year to year, too painful to relate. 
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From one immoral, iouKpoIIuting oaute. 
The philo«o[ IiiL Muse of History draws 
The sad eircets of one, inglorioua deed, 
I'u rouse ii imuou. made our country bleed. 
For centuries dukr from every eircaming pore^ 
And drenohed our loTely Isle with bnnuni gore. 

Ill-fated hour ! when DRRVOROAf.r-^ fled 
With Leinster's Monarcli lioui her husband's bed,(2^ 
To spread of civil war, the wasting flame 
0*er all the kingdoms of onr fsle of fisme. 
Traitor of traitors ! Wretch by heaven aoonrsM I 
Mac ■MuKrHAnl Matricide! of foes the worst ! 
Thou cnme-stained Monster ! can tfiy ashes rest 
In peaceful grave, upon thy country s breast? 
That generous breast perfidiously betrayed. 
When orouohing low, thou eourtedst foreigft aid 
Against tby brethren, who, to punish vUtOi 
By force compelled thee to affix a pnV?, 
For proffered services, on child and nation. 
When bartering Freedom for ih^ vindioation. 
How eane FnraSBBPEBNr, with bis train of Kaigbts, 
FiTSGBRALD, PaB!fDBRGA8T, tot sical our rights ; 
How Strongbow fought, by base Mac M«rehad*a side. 
The villain father of his plighted Bride ; 
Or how was duped O'Conor's royal mind; 
Wiiat fraudii were practised, liaiihless treaties signed, . 
'Tis bootless for tbe Muse tosisg, or tell . 
Since Memory knows the painful faots too welL 
Say, was it conquest ? No, it was deceit. 
Guile, artifice and baseness, all-complete, 
That triu:n])li I'd o'er a nation much too brave. 
And creduluu!^, to scan the maji-clad knave, 
That wor« Hypocrisy's obSeunog veil. 
To mask tbe man, behind the eoatof nail.- 

Next came, in all the pageaMti y of pride. 
The great Arch- Hypocrite, across the tide. 
With gorgeoua, regal train of knights and squires, 
To win submission from- oar thoughtless aires,- 
When saintly blood was ready toawaka 
Avenging British ire for Becket's sake. 
So sought our Inland's shores in modern times, 
A sceptred visitant mature in crimes; 
An equal hypocrite, with specious guile. 
To prove th' allegianoe of this loyal Isle, 
When flying from a people's execration. 
For deeds of perfidy and reprobationi 

m 



Digitized by Godgle 



ram wftONOt ov iiUBbAifD, 



That stamped a charaeler upon the nm 

Who stood the first in pcrsecbtion's van» 

With heartless; infidelity, to wound 

A virtuous ounsorty good and blameless founds 

Noble in' smil, and generoas as the aim. 

Tea, excellent in M^ortb to all, save one 

Whose jaundiced, moral vision ill ooukl tee 

A woman's virtues in their majesty. 

Oh! persecuted Princess ! injured Queen t 

Gone down to dust, to slumber there serene. 

The emblein of mj martyred land thoa wt, 

Wounded in pride, till suffering brdie tby beart: 

Left like a royal wreck, by tempests tost, 

On Desolation's shores;, when ail was lost 

Which once, in life, possessed the powers to bind. 

To tenqportl hopes, thy heaven-exalted mind. 

Tby mures have eeaaeo, tby woes haVe gone to rest, 

Stilled is the treabfing tumalt in tby breast^ 

Yet live, and ever will, thywrong«i, thy name, 

A lii^ht. a landmark on the heights of fame. 

To guide the bark of history, calm and smooth. 

Through shoals of error to the port of truth ; 

And future ages, to thy woes severe 

Will oft concede a sympathising tear, 

When they who persecuted thee, may only clain 

For execrable deeds, i^oblefome! 

Th' ambitionB Anloora^ Plaotagenet, 
With dooble-dealiajp tongue, our chieftains met. 

And, with his specious, plausible deceit. 
Cajoled our prinoep, prostrate at bis feet;. 
Imposed upon hierarohiat sages' sense. 
With Buu. libettioQS, evaft and sly pretence. 
Till dopes involvntary, learned too late. 
Their own miscondiiot from their eoootry's fhte* 
In that accursed hour were forged the chains 
That bound our land to penalties and pains. 
And linked to Slavery's yoke, by slow, degrees. 
The fairest, noblest island of the seas. ^ 
Why were our sires so easily enslaved ? 
Of rights and liberty, so soon bereaved ? 
Were not our fathers, lions in the fight, y 
With hearts of strength thatnervedthe arm of might > 
To wield ilie deathful spear and lance of light ? A 
(29) E ^ 
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Then did their coarage faii, that teeter ^hrattki ' V 
Before in bntLlf, til!, by steel, it sunk? 
What cause uDnerveti oar liero^B m tiieir sli^ngtbj 
So dreaded by lh« Dtaea, that tbay, length, - 1. 
fiefore a weaker, treacherous arm ahdbM bow, . 
To plight allegiant faith, and civil vow» .'- ■>( 
To vile transgressors —and, in tameness, ctwf% ff 
The servile boon — the privilege of a slave? ^ 
'Tvvas not iUeir nkilitary pride that beat, l -{ '- '-^ 
So maeh aa neek ReHgion, imioceiiC' <■ - ) 
And inoffeiisive, t\mii, to papal wtU, <• ' 

Bowed ihc submissive neck, that's bended still, 
To legatine author tly, when Rome ^ ^ 

Directs in spirituals, that won't presume '/ ^ 

To touch at temporalities— or things- i ■ ; ^ 
Ezelusiyely t(|e right of regtiaat kings. > ' 

'Tww Adrum's BuU, insidioosly obtained L 
From papal j^norRnce, that bound and dMiBed 
Our fathers' Ireedum to religious zeal, ■ ■ 

Which biiudiy sacriticeU (but not to steel) ■ 
This fertae laad^ to daW, deeitiM ^e, 1 
TbEriofa grite^laidilief a«i^..»&tfiiiol ^ ; 

Long pent within a pale, th' adventtmnis^feMP^i 
Who kept the Norman-Saxon good in view, ' 
Dwelt insecurely qu their petty state-*""' ; - . 
On all sides Ooean— or impending fate ; 
Their babitatida fixed on 4toffm|y 2olre9— 
Peace unenjoyed — the foenen at their doori Y 
Their lot unenviable, thus to bear . ' . 

Precarious life in doubtfulness and care. » i . 

In this toparc^l protvinee of oar land. 
The Saxon. Satrap held hie mIa qomum^ ' ■ 
From age to age of ceaseless civil strillfc^ . ^ i 
Of varied fortune — and discordant life, ; / 
Whose rubric calendar of Uoody crimes, 
Records the obronio annals of the tiaies ■ : ' : : ^ : 
WheD barbAroaa policy, in miaehief pddcd,; 
That loved, in ha|ei to nee nmiikiad di^hledl i ' 
Still, virtually BBCOB<|ilered Erin, held fr / ( •' 

Her regal power— and force by foroe repMed^.1;\ i • 
Whenever predatory thirst of gain » : ^ 

Allured the Saxon irom ins fenced domairi. iit ' 
Too Strong t<y yieU t« iitroidsy or •dUifcul' . •* i ' - 
The foe's enoroachnents o'eribe limits set, 
(30) 
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The Tris!i fielcJ dominion, and enjoyptl 
'I'heir Brehon laws — yet oftcntinies employed 
The hostile weapons of their leudal spiri^ ' 
Their fellow-countryineii, to dniiilierit, 
UnbeediDgy liiid anireMliiif foreign foes 
That coiMbaiit \ty tbeir peace to diaeoQipMe. 

Preaumptuous (gnorance! iliat would pretend. 
Or boastingly assert, for sordid end, 
That Ireland^ as a nation^ sunk subdued, 
A Brttiali Provittoel^Mll «vith guHe emlmed» 
The Scottish mongrel-UtKKM Jjuitt TBS FrssVj 
With prejudice replete — a pedant nursed. 
United Britain's rival thronps, and threw 
His Pictish shade, my country! over you. 
Conscious, at least, ui partiai, htgh dciiucnt , . 
From Erii^a Idngs, be-dainietf in PlMrlismeii^ 
Illastrious birth-right from our royal race; 
Loud boasted of the lineage lie ruuld trace 
To Golamh's sons — a fair and lucid line 
As glory ever traced with light ditine ! 
Was pride the prompter of hh boastint theme ? 

Or did his cgotisnbonlj streno 

From sly duplicity, but to deceive 

The land, Blill over- ready to believe 

In falae appearaaces, when native pride 

Is with its fond orei^Hty allied ?.' 

Confiding in ^ artfol flstlttref^a words. 

To VP mm'latal foaad than flaniB^ swofde, - 

Our country yielded to Britannic sway—- 

To Stuart*s power — and Freedom monrns the day' 

Tfiat saw her brave Ultonian patriots yield 

To dubiuus faith'^-aiid quit th' Haoou(|uercd field. 

Ulster ! the last delMider of .tiie throne. 

The Rardio sphere of haughty-soulM TirovTcn, (4) 

That ceaseless scourge of Anglo-Saxon power, 

The Bulwark of tlie North— the Fortress- tower 

Of Independence, by tbefitMuriess guarded, (5) 

Alia 1 bow. llMMly'hnt 4hoii been rewarded, ' 

For trusting OTerttnwb ta Pietisb faith 

That spoiled thee of thy all, save Glery't wreatt. 

Which patriotic valour had derived 

From Fame—of ifhwh thou couldst not be deprived. 

Ill-fated ooanlry ! wronged and injared more, 

Perhaps, than Nation ever was befora^ 
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Or <!ince the day when English domin^tioa^ - . t i' 

Commenced, deceitfully, thy subjugation. ■. r 

The blackest chain of aggravatpd crime* . ^'.v, 
That ever linked a land to iatai times; \ . • ^ 

The foalest deeds Uiai hiitorj ou record, ... . 
Impressed witb infani), by bearen abhorred : , t 
The worst tran^jgressions ever practis;rd yet . : i , * 
By cruel man — without remorse — regret — . 
Or fellow-feeling, 'twas thy doom to see, , , 1 1' 
And feel, sad Erin ! through man's harsh deoree \ . 
'Twas not enough to grasp thy fair domains, - ' , : f 
With all thy wealth— and load thy sons mritfi ehaiUs ; . 
'Tvvas insufficient for uncurbed desire, ^. . • ■ ^ 
To see thy record-rolls in flames expire, > 
That su a jealous island, without fame. 
Might blast th' iminortnl honours of tby nm»; 

To satiate lawless passions^ oroel, hne, 

'Twas not enough of vengeance — to erase . , : 
The monumental features of a Land 
Renowned for greatness— ere th' unlettered buid . / 
Of savage Britons had emerged to ligh^ , : /' 
From mitive fiarbvism's mental night. - • 



No! these could not suffice the envious bata • ■ ■■ i 
Of all the monstrous ministers of fate, j 
"Whose iron-hcarted tyranny destroyed 
The all of Freedom which our sires enjoyed : 
With more tban Gothie fury ivaUied dbroad f . 
These Island Vandals — sordid sons ol fraud. 



With rapine, mafice, death, insatiate wrath; 
And what, in Kurope, Vandal, Goth, and Hun, 
In mereiless destrnetion, left undone. 
Was here aoeomplislied, by our fame deflowered, - 
Wben dragon flames unsparingly devoiirtd : : . : r 
Antiquity's colossal, reverend Pile — x 
Th' Historic Column of our learned Isle. 
Destruction yielded fell, demoniac joy • i . 

To those wbo songbt our honours to d'eetroy,.* , i ^ . > 
By every means that evil eould suggest r - v 

Within th' imbruted monster's, vicious breast. ^ ' 
The fiend of devastation, wing'd with strife, I 
Here ruled, Hell's iUgent, o'er the powers of life, h 
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For ages of erentfol; eriadU jftrnm, 

0*er wbioh remembrattee wept her bloody festis: 

This hungry demon, vulturino, forprejw 
For blood, still thirsty, held infernal sway 
O'er human victims, and like vampire crept. 
By gtealth, on mnooenoy* wUleitelept, 
To sap the vital fonatain to ita.8oaroer ■ 
Without compunctious feelings or remorse ; 
And though a thousand life-streams flowed to stake 
This craving, fire-fiend o4 the burning lake; 
Yet still, for centuries, ibis iiup remained, 
Unsated in desire, tho«gh blood was drained 
Profusely, and, at will, fromnaoy spore, - 
,TiU omeliy itaeif oould onve &o nbre-! ' 

Unhappy land ! to lasting miseries fated ! 
Wbat ouNistrous evils have been generated 
In man's degenerate mind upon Ikj breaa^ 
To wake thy sorrows and disturb thy res^ 
Since first a hostile, Saxon foot defiled 
Thy generous soil, when honour was beguiled 1 
Black is the chain of crimes thou hast to count'*- 
Of invoioed miseries, long and large th' amount i 
Faith, dnpedby perfidy — and Truth deeeived'"- 
Virtae contemned — and Falsehood mostbdimd— ■ 
Bravery insulted—Greatness vilifipd, 
By slanderous tongues that infamousiv lied 
Against a nation^ creditable uatue 
Whose noble so^a were brilliont Hghls of iblM. 
My eonntry! ji^eat in qualities divine^ 
Thy mora! skic? with luminaries shine, 
And futherto have shone witli radiance clear, • 
Bright' Qtug Antiqui^'s dark Hemisphere. 
How hast thoa been^eradwMd I lur Isle of saints I 
And made the parf nt-lmNrtatn of oomplninta. 
By underlings of power, who stigmatised 
The attributes they wanted, and despised : 'f 
Treated that majesty they could not brook. 
With insolence of speech and scorniul look. 
That spoko the dasiard spirit, loir and' mbMn, 
Inflamed with envious jealousy and spleen 
Against a Land of heroes whose rfenoWA 
Had worn, in timsy 'remote^ the «ivioiero«Wi 
(33) 
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Of western literatar^, when shadowy niglit, 
In Gothic (larkae»i» veiled the world of light. 
And, o'er th'iioriBpD of sad Europe, spread 
Her rayen-f obeUiM frigh ted genittt foil 
From Vandal barfavwii's gloomy sphere. 
To our Fiaih'Jnni9, and the Muses here. 

What earth-born manners eould not emulate. 
Met here liie vengeance of vindfotive bate: 
Malignaot envy always most abhors 
Those qo^lilieB iprhioh virtue irniM tdoretf ; 
And narrowt-ninied ignorance can prise 
Nought that is great, unviewcd with jaundiced eyes: 
Th' illiterate may not learn, by reanh of though^ 
What eagle-eyed philosopikv has taught, - .- 
Or soienoe fathomed, by intelligence, 
Deep in t)|<i,iiiAe ef lnnMn eSMllenee. • ' 
'Twas thus, wUb our tni4ifctri — ^oung in knowled^. 
The camp their school— the field of Mars their ecille^ef, 
Tiiey hated Ireland and her polished sons, 
As Greece and Rome had been by savage Hans, 
And Bll'tlmt fvde. lUKflkivstei Mf«, 
1¥hich wwwng Bi(}eily«U<MP«d'to tbrne, . ' 
When -luxury d<3bM«df-^«id wealth Vtnmii^ed 
That spirit which erewhile had !»ever swerved, 
But led toconquest ai^dllie victor's prize. 
Til' iuti epid brave, aad Valour s best allies. 

Rapine their 8tudy>*>^M wd IHu^ 'their totors— 
Their practice cruelty — our persecutors 
Maligned our nation, and, with specious lies, * 
Essayed her civil iioaours to disguise. 
By every means which baseBess could suggest. 
And all the arte in^nitT fOMiMed : 
By fire a^d faggot"4iM «hnd aad r^ilera^ 
Calumnious historians- >-8ly compilers 
Whom sordid seifi&haess, with language smooth, 
Inspired with hostile eoimty to truth. 

NeverbefoRe had day's efiu}geRi.eim. ' . 
Beheld a Liuod^ by man, so rouoli m^ne^ - 
Since first, with GodlAe, world-surrejring ej'e^ ' , 
He looked on nature from the Mhc'real sky, ' , 
As thou, my country ! cruelly hast been 
Beyond wltat faiae records— or eye hath seea 
(34) 
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Forjiftf-nitie; •ndMiur hundred ftan 

Of penal torture-. -tyrinny— and ttarv^.- 

Wroni^8 — per<?ecrit}ons— murders— confiscati<mg-* 
Rapacious wars—ejiactions — profanations—. 
Assasqin deeibx-with factions and divisioni 
Toparcbial ri|tl«||in— unjust 



Chain8-(Jung<»oR8— exilt— multifariww oares. 
And namelettj evils, left to Slavery's heirs. 

Yet why attempt f enumt^rafe al! the ills 
That lowereti lik.« Btorm-olouds round our native hills 
With horr^ra, sbcdiming dark; tiieir verdant hnes. 
JUjdsl «MDe» iMwilMl to tikt tragic Moic. 

Compared to Irishmen, endaved, demded 
Kngjisii ioes, who treacherously invaded 
Oar peaoefoi shora, the Helots, m 
Were less in tbValdai*, hazier, and nu»re free 
In Prlop's Jand, beii«alli DIm S^pnlaa yoke. 
Even with their humbled pride, aivdfliiril htdkt, ' ' 
ix!ss persecjrted were the Carib slaves, 
Jn western Ides,, beyond th* Atlantic 

By Spanish tyFanay, when Wood-boonda chased 
The blaMwa I«|Mi^Ahipa^.y,^^^^4,.^^^. 

Where Man s rapacity and tlnnl far WM • 
Imhruted Christains, and made cowards bold* 
Ivor were the peaceful children of the son, 
When wolves Iberian rushed their fieldattlMkil, 
With grp^T. araeUvi or inadder zeal 
Obliged to suffer, tbto aor ma la M 
The harsh inflictions of atjiaafa-ro^' 
Th' abuse of power— the insolenee of fraud. 
We ve had Pij^akkos, yea I md douh!y erad ! • 
M eraity Goktezh^ m long renewal ■ 
Wa w bad W. Malitaiamaa»*H)ft betrayed^ • 
Our GuATiMCteiiw, dyinruadiaaiayed: 
With ATABALiFiUJ, who felt tbeira /w ^ < 
Of despotigms steef, if not its fire • - 

Of £rm a native Lyre, with crimes of KInes. 
Or rosral Unaam, albtM wiHi aonsequencr 
To trample on the rights of inMioaaae, • ■ 

From (.EoPFHY's Race through all the regal Kna ' 
lo GuELPH th^ Fomm-^ikm-ssowi m I^Vdaolitia 

•The dnie hrre nltered, from 7 to 9 to sulttba 
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The sceptic swaji(7)— not one, of «]| tlM botly 

Has warted peace or friendship to our coast; 
Nor hm there passed one uneventful reign— 
Nor unproductire of distress and pain, 
To thb bope-siokaiied Isle, Yfiote ^-denial 
And patienot, loaf kaive been afflielive tria!. 
Bonds — punishment — and humbling degradatiOD, 
With stern disdain and stoic re^^ignation. 

A time tliere was of most severe correction. 
When mere Hibernians met with no protection :(8) 
To then, tb^ loes of life» waa life to otbert, 
A nd sonsslew sires, and iiret]ireDlMteiieredbroliien(9) 
Through instigating causes-— always traced 
To those, commissioned to ** divide and waste. " 
History records, what truth, in pain, hath spoken. 
That treaties here were held, bat to be broken; 
Nor this a grievnnee.slnglj to,beatatcd, 
When those who parleyM, commonly were fated 
To fall beneath th' Assassin'!5 reeking knife, 
When Irish Chiefs, through honour, martyred life.(iO) 
Peace to the Manes of those victims brave, 
They rest, with all their laareia H the grave, 
WbUe, marked vvith infamy's dasigoring brand, 
Have sunk the murderous satraps of the land ; 
Doomod, like Erostratits to damninj^ faBie(ll) 
That tixes endless odium on iheir name. 
Thy unforgiven crime, my Country dear, 



Was not thy adld sabmiswon to thy fate. 

But that thou wast magnanimous, and great- 
Polished in manners-'-skilled in arts and letters. 
And rich m saint and sage, when pafan fetters 
Chained down the barbarous spirit or that nation, 
Whioh, first from 4hee« reeeiiedillnminailion!(12) 
Priority of greatness, to a land 
Whose vast ambition would the world oonniuid^ 
Sug^psted first the Tyrannous designs 
Of striking at the root of glory's line. 
By fiery Ordeals,, that, in time, oopsinned 
The names of saints and heroes^ loQg inhamed 
In ▼elierated graves, with every trace 
Of honour rewisterod of Erin's race ; 
That so, in Saracenic flames, might perish 
All, thy nobility, so loved to cheri8h,(13) 
Thereby indulging fiendish expeotation 
To break the spint of th' Ogysian Nation, 
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That nvalied all Uie learned world bende, 
In literary wortb, aod virtuous pride. 

Here strung the Epio Muse in imrel bowers 
Her heaten-sU'ung li^re of vigour>ncrving powers; 
Here learning flourished underneath the palm 

Of placid peace in union's civil calm ; 
And here, in still retreats of meditation. 
Philosophy enjoyed sweet eoDte«pllatkNi. 
In olive shades, Minerva's green Aloovee, 
Meek wisdom dwelt — while faith, in saored Groves^ 
Leaned o'er her holy harp of votive praise 
Proclaiiiun^f (iod's great, wonder-working ways. 
IndusLiiuus labour sat beneath his vine, / 
And soicnoe searohed her inteHeetoal miae 
Amid 4he soeiies of prosperoiu civil life. 
Apart from danger, and secure from strife. 
While Europe's fields a frightful waste presented 
Of desolation —long, and much lamented ! 
The day-dispensing God no radiance threw 
On land so eminent— with sons so true. 
So brave, so honourable, and united, 
TiU foreicrn foes the torch of faction lighted. 
To kindle direful discord, and destroy 
The blooming myrtle of perennial joy. 
The teumed world has owned th' imperial sway 
Of hapless Erin in her prosperous day; 
Yet this, admitted (act, made England smarts 
And nurtiirpd envy in her jealous heart* 
Awaking feelings she has ne'er forgot, 
And why ? — Because it wounds her pride ol thought 
To own that gratitude is dne to her» 
Whose debtor's Eri's (self-styled) eonqueror \ 
And were thy history, Erin ! now to write, 
Thouefh angels guided CHo'r pen of light — 
Thouj^h Truth sat scanning every line and page. 
While Judgment weighed the works of seer uidsage^ 
Stamping oonfiotion on tradition's lore, 
Till scepticism's self could doubt no more ; 
Yet truth>suppressing Britain would defame 
Our great antiquity — nor blush w ith shame, 
To term the labour, superstition s trance 
Of monkish legends crouded wifh romance; 
Or siUy tales of wnnderiog tronbadoor; 
Or fatioy'a wild oonoeits whidi foots adore. 
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But, Erin i thou hast fecoru-rolls to boast 
Of faithful chronicles — though much was lost 
When Saxon malice wickedly destroyed 
Th' Arebives of learning— thus to leave a void 
In history's long-lioked, antiquarian. obain, 
That Ireland's glory ever luiglit remain 
A dubious light, scarce glimmering thro* the haze 
Of mist- enveloped times of former days. 
The levelling fury of barbarian hate 
SiBBays to crush whate'er is graiid and greal 
Beyond its own einniitferenee of mind ; 
For savage ignorance i« strong and blind, 
And furious — when its stront]^ armed, brutal force 
MecU learning or refinement la its cgurse. 
Its |)owerfuI energies are most direetcd - 
Against what truth and knowledge nodst respeoted ; 
For nature's sympathies are only moved 
By what we've felt, esteemed, or learned, or loved. 
Thus did the Saracen fanatics waste 
.'The mind's rich store-house which had Egypt graced- 
From SoTBR*s days, till Learning's proud Afohivas • 
Perished, with all their time-recording leaves, 
That long adorned the world's vast tree of knowledge 
With fruits of genius decked with lingual foliage j 
So falls by iightning-blast, a reverend tree. 
In Autumn's woods, with drapery fair to see, 
While pity monrna» the foresrs liranchy chief 
Dissolved by. fire, in trunk, branch* frui^ and leaft 

From causes such was Cambria taught to mourn, 
Wh(»n LoNG-SBANKS gave her chronicles to burn j 
And vi^Ued her bards with persecution. 
To memory's grief-^-and learning's dissolution. 
Nor better fared the records 'of the north, 
When Edward's fiery dragons sallied forth 
To blast the Caledonian's former fame. 
By vengeful svvord, and all-devouring flame. 
But here the harvest was of great e&tent 
In parchment loroj and mural >monoment | 
So that th' work of havoc, once begun, 
Was long in doing — and yet novpr done. 
Malicious vigilance with zeal explored, 
All that it should revere — yet most abhorred ; 
And fire vras neVte»' wanting, when our roils 
Could draw combtstion from' fanAtio eoals^ 
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The active agent of destruction sought 
Our faithful chronicles — by bravery bougkt; 
And all that fuel could afford to lire 
Were seen in flaming ruin to expire.(l4) . 
Bat hesveo, in mercy, spared In foreign landsj 
From Learning's stabborn foes — from noi^le btods, 
Tho noble fragments of th' Historic Pile 
That once adorned, and still adorns our Isle. 
In spite of malice and despite of spleen 
Our annals are unscorched — our isle as green 
And fresh, as if the spoiler iie'er fiad trode 
Upon her soil to waste the works, of God. 

And now, surviving penalties and paia^ 

Her ancient spirit rises in her veins ; 

Back rolls iter mighty soul on Memory's tide. 

In wavy buoyancy of native pride. 

In continuity of sufferings sore 

Beloved Erin, unrepining bore 

The lash of power— the scourge of persecution*"* 

VVrongs, profanations, fetters, and pollution ; 

But now my country lifts again her head^ 
Her energies revive — and nervous dread 

Palsies the fear-shrunk arm of coward foes 
Wfio %v luld — ^bct dare not, trouble her repose. 

8he calls our fathers' spirits from their graves 

To animate the breasts of free-born slaves; 
And banished Freedom, wbiJe her bosom tMirat, 
With light and life» and hGipefql joy returns. 
She comes omnipotent our chains to sunder. 
And terrify the proud with voice of thunder. 
Erin commands the Destinies, to wait 
Upon her will — and guides the sli eam o£ Fate. 
Slaves I penal riavesT No, no ! Iler sons slmil be 
No longer Helots ; for they must be free, . 
Free as the buxom breeze that fans her hilb, . 
And free m God and Nature made our wills; 
In civil and religious i reedom, free 
As wavy billows of th' unshackled sea : 
And free to thiiik and aot as salijeots ooght, 
WiUi every privilege 'of unfettered thought; 
Claiming no more than loyalty should merit— 
Alledanee yield-omd freemen still inherit^ 
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Equality of rights, with equal favour — 
From bonds, exemption, by the stnte cn-lavcr; 
But more of this hereafter, when my sung ' 
Has dwelt sufficiently on toriner wrong. 

To Erin's darker nget Memory bears 
My pensive Muse, oppressed with filial cares. 
To brood o'er native woes and griefs supreme, 
And pour the plaints of sorrow through my theme^ 
Distressed^ wronged, injured Country! shall I tett 
The causes of thy fall, and how thoa fell ? 
The task is painful : yet the Graphic Muse^ 
As Truth demands, must not the task refuse. 
Disunion in a state stili fatal proves 
When Pride predominates — and Peace removes- 
From scenes of civil strife, where friend and brother 
Wage wasteful, fendaL wars, with one another. 
AmEitioos, ncighbaoring states will mark for prey 
Those rival realms that oppn wide the way, 
Through angry feuds, lor inroad and inva8ion> 
Whene'er io>polioy concedes occasion. 
'Tis owned— a house divided cannot stand ; 
Such fate awaits a strifC'divided Jand, 
When pride or interest sways the civil soaIe% 
Or power licentious over right prevails; 
Yet oft, in states, fortuitous events 
Create a cause that secretly luments 
The flame of civil war, ere yet its form. 
Of dire oombosttbles, breaks forth in stbm. 

United, happy, prospprous, »^reat and free,. 
Our CoiHitrv «at encircled by the sea, 
Wiieii ^caiiiiinavia's fierce, rapacious hosts. 
For prey and plunder, stormea our peaceful coasts; 
The oontest hero was bloody, stern, and long; 
For Loughun's sons were tigers bold and strong.- 
And hard to conqrier, while their land supplied 
Fresh, physical resources every tide ; 
And though they bravely fought, aud iighting, fell. 
With each defeat, their numbers seemed to> Swells 
And grow, like Lemean Hydra, in the fight, 
That vainly strove against Herculean might; 
Till crushed, at length, by more heroic men, 
They mercy sought--and Ibutrht no more again. 
But though the Danish, and Norwegian power 
Was vanquished in that fate-dedding hll»ar» 
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Our noble nation felt the mighty shock, 
Like stately vessel dashed upon a rook • 
The hardy spirit of our sires was broke. 
Though proud in strength, asstands themouutaia Oak, 
When tempests, with the fore8t<ebief, eontend, 
He nay be brdcen ; bat disdains to bend. 
Preserving Liberty from hostile Danes, 
Exhausted vigour from our country's veins ; 
Poor, wearied Erin, much required repose, 
And, for a time, she slept, secure from foes ; 
But war aod waste had changed the face of things. 
Among provincial, and toparohial kings ; 
The Danps deranged the union which prevailed 
When, first our shores, they wantonly assailed: 
in peace, the;^ found our sires obeying order; 
Yet left disunion on our Vatton's border ; 
The Monardi's throne wi|b filled bynsarpation. 
And fierce oommotions rent this lovely nation. 

*Twas then, th' ambition of a British prince. 
By treacherous means, was iurnished with pretence. 
For hostile inroads, conquest, and invasion. 
When riral states prodooed a sad ooeaston. 
Thus Brin fell, and fatal was the cause 
That purchased British wrongs, and pend laW8« 
Invasion, pregnant with a thousand ills. 
Scattered its pests and plagues on Erin's hills ; 
Baneful as those which Pharaoh's realm oppressed. 
When hosts of evils swarmed on Egypt's breast. 
From mad misgovernroent, a fiend-like bi*ood, 
Beeencd their birth, insatiable for food; 
Harpies, rapacious — Furies of the Den, 
That teemed with pestilence and vice to men; 
Avarice, with many fan^s, and greedy heart; 
Duplicity and Fraud, disguised by Art; 
Red-handed Cruelty— >smooth-speaking Guile— 
Insidious Cunning, with deceptive smile ; 
False Friendship, with seductive, lair professions; 
Black visor'd V illany, ui iuul transgressions: 
Scourge-bearing Persecution, breathing fire ; 
Malignant hatred — ^malice, wing*d with ire : 
Self-Interest, sedulous for self alone ; 
Fanatic Zeal, with puritanic tone : 
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Biiiul Superstition, pIo!is(>d with dharmsandspells; 
Couccited Pedantry, with cap and bells : 
Short-sighted Prejudice, with looks awry ; 
Vain-glorious pride, with supercilious eye ; 
Despotic Tyranny, with aeorpion rod. 
And fell Injustice, false to nen, and God. 
These, Erin! were tJie crime be^n»/'^n pests, 
That drained the iile-biood I'rom tby bieodtn^ breasts; 
Spread wide contagion ihrougii ihy tainted Lowers, 
And stained, with hanefttl breatli thy sasrad flowers; 
Wide o'er thy fertile fields diffusely spread^ 
The fruits of vice, ioiquitoiiely bred : 
Than adders — scorpions— asps — tarantulas. 
More venomous in stine, to virtue's cause. 
No \vuud«;r, Liieu, thai ihuu shuuidst seem iuriorn 
In sorrowing 8oal« with oaras ao overborne. 
When Ruin, all around thee, bat preseiitB 
The sad remains of native monuments : 
• Th' ivied Abbey — spoiled by ruthless hands — 

The Regai Hall, that lonely frowning stands. 
As if, in suUea mood, it could inherit, 
Its injured master's unsabniitting spirit: 
The crumbling walls of fortified defeaois^ 
That sunk before the foes of innocence : 
, These still arc mournful featuries, to distress 

[ The sadden d sights of widowed loneliness. 

And should Remembrance, when, in pensive mood, 
Thott sittest nosiofp deep, iu. aoiitudo. 
Give wild Despair to meet thy cold emibrBee, 
1 In all the horrors of her maniac face; 

■ ' 'Twerc stran!:;e, il paLionceoould withhold thy charaw 

. From such a haggard mmatc s loveless arms, 
(42) 
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CANTO L 



The Invasion. 



I. 



Ancient of days! bright lamp of life tonaiiire ! 

Thov beam* dispensing, world-rarveying Son ! 
To man's admiring eye, the fairest creature. 

That ever human vision gazed upon ! 
'Tis long since tliou thy glorious course begun. 

High, in thy own blue, beauteous, cloudless heaven. 
Where thou hast seen thy subject planets run. 

Around thy brilliant orb, cttlm, smootb, and even, 
In millenary circles six times over, 
Sinee first ibis earth received thee as a lover. 



liuoiferous orb I thou Godlike source of day i 

Great soul of being, warmth, and vegetation ! 
Parent and nurse of floral sweets of May l 

Divine, effulgent, spirit of creation t 
Thou lookest, Lord of light ! on every nation. 

Not with a tyrant's, but a favouring eye, 
Impartial, in its boly dispensation, 



Son of the sky, with radiant locks of gold. 
Thou seem'st like thy Creator, never old 1 



Yet strange vicissitudes 'twas thine to view, 

Since first, the Author of the Universe 
Created thee, this rolling world, to view, 

With all the spherp=^ that blandly intersperse 
Infinity — which bounds may not coerce. 

Or limi^ to confine Omnipotence, 
Whose praises thou and coantless worlds rehearse, 

In adoration of his excellence : 
Th* Almighty, Omnipresent, primal Cause, 



11. 




III. 
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nr. 

Monarch of seasons ! leader of the years 
That roll in circles round thcr, and depart ! 

Thou fulgent centre of the wanderint; spheres. 
To which, thy gbries, liie and iight, imparl 1 

No wonder, barbarous nations think tbott art 
The only God of Majesty abo¥e. 

When thou, thy vmQring lightnings, dart, 
On this rvpaque companion of thy love; 

For, truly dost thou seem, to mortal eyes, 

The iiie-bestowing Ruier of the skies. 

V. 

Battnlialelvisdoiii, on the soul, impressed. 
Informs our intellects that thou art not ' 

ADpity - in a!l thy brightness drest, 

But Gud 8 reilectioa, to enlightened Uiought: 

A lovdy, self-illuiDiuating spo^ 
By henven's imperial Obiter, oaetgned 

A fixed, a local, constellated lo^ 
Among the lights of the Eternal Mind, 

That shed on subject worlds, tbrnuo^h endless space, 

Th' effuigent beams of £vcrladtiog Orace. 

VL 

Then system-regolating Lord of power! 

That here, on this dark planet.sphere, hath seeH, 
Since Adam's origin in Eden's bower, 

VVhon Maiden Nature ^^miled through virpn i^cen, 
Eventful changes, wrought by pride and spleen. 

Among th' ambitious, vengeful sons of meu. 
While rebel pankim, to this earth, have been 

A ceaseless scourge^ from sin its rewo began. 
And love of empire conjured, up from hell, 
The fiend of tyranny on earth to dwell. 

vtr. 

And thon hast witnessed, since the birth of Time, 
What kingdoms rose and sank, like ebbing 'waves, 

In orient climes, through emelty and crime. 
Where Despotism scourj^ed obedient slavw. 

Jn sultry Africfi, thou vicw'st the graves 
Gl ii^mpires tyraonous that lived and died. 

O'er wbteh the desert wind, insulting, raves, [sighed ; 
Where monsters triumphed, and where Freedom 

And Europe's boasted nations, Greece and Rome— 

Where are they?»buried in Time's ample Tomb! 
(45) . G 
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VIIl. 

O ! Sun, thou living evideiioe of things 
Tlitl Uvc«i their sesson, and. have passed away: 

EmnireSk ted emperors — kingdoai^ and their kidgi. 
With all that wielded power, with lavrlett tway : 

Th' ephonieral tyrants lon<r have had their day. 
And now their jarring elements arc still; 

Like Nature's breast, when stormy wind:^ decay. 
As sovereign siloioe reigns o'er liolai and bill : 

The conqueror, and the conquertd, under ground. 

Are sleeping, tidt by side, in peaoepfro^mi. 

IX. 

Yethere, O! lustroUs, world-surveyinkj S?m ! 

Thou see si u iiaud ; but not Ihuu hast sceft hei*. 
Before her pleasant fields were overran. 

By foreigii ftica oC grimiy- fierce deraeanoar, 
Erewhile thou saw'st her bloonv an Island, greener 

Than coUrts thy radiance midst the green-wavedseas. 
And happy; ere mistor tune drew between her- ' 

And ioveruaitec^ civil Liberty^ 
The sable eartaki of a glooniy uMie, 
Which le(|^ her widowed waste, and delBoliite. 

X. 

Yet still she lives, and has outlived those rcaims. 

Coeval once in greatness — long decayed. 
Which all-destroying Time engulfs, o'erwhelms, 

Anidst die rnins tyranny bea made : 
TAree ih»mmd jfears thy splendours havadelnyed' 

Upon her peopled, hospitable breast, 
And all those years, of science, light, and shade, 

Has History chronicled, and iiat d rehearsed, 
In minstrel meloiti««» andebranio rhyme. 
To link the Anmta of nttniorial Tiaw. . 

XL 

' Witness, thou source of light ! for ihou hasi bnqwn 

How eminently great, in former da^s, ' ' " ' 
My country was, wheu Leamiog was her own, 

With Arts and Soieiie^ .eawraathadp wlthiba^* 
Here meek Religion sung Jehorab^s praise « 

To sacred Lyres, while mtwiy asainlly 
Pevotion's choral symphony would raise. 

Till listening Angei-spints would rejoice^ 
"To hear the Universal Father's name,. '■ 
So eole^sed oa earthy- wi^ load aeebtok 
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XII. 

Insula Sanctorum then surpassed 
All other Laniis to Europe's utmost bound-; 

Here, the proud Temple of the Faith stood UtX^ 
' While iMrliirous paganism reignsdarwiiid : 

A safe asylm insre. Religion found, 

When persecution left no resting place, 

For Christ's confessors, on iCuropa s oiuid, 
Where Vandalism streaked its bloody trace. 

For Christian Faith to weep »ad tears upon. 

Till many a dwrksoiiks sg9 bad cone w goae. 

Lord of the beamy looks and face of smiles ! 

With what delighted, love-enamourcd eye, 
Must thou have whilom view ed the Queen of lslei>, 

With all her graces blushing to tKe skies. 
When beauty taoght her hsBviog breast io rjse, . 

With virgin pridc'-^i.grsev* fall-swelling wave; 
A bosom that with woe could sympathise^ 

Whereon reposed the learned and ^he brave, 
Ere Sorrow strung her Lyre of Heavenly tone 
To native griefs— and sadnci^sall her <>iva« 

Parent ofwuiged days ! Thou knoWst the best; 

How great, how noble, was my native land* 
When, like Creation's Garden, in the west, 

Shfi^shone through loveliness and beauty bland: 
There thousand years she held supreme commimd 

O'er lenrntngt soienoe, nnsie, arts^ and kms ; 
And Freedom heref*<-«id Peaos^ with. Olive Wand, 

And Fame, and Honour, wove commntualoharms 
Around the throne of Majesty, to fjrace 
Th^ imperial state of Erin^s Royal Kaoe. 

Batnow» thon lookest not» as thou hast done. 

Oh Sun ! upon an Island of deltgh^ 
For hapless Erin, sad and woe-bcgone. 

Saw despots spoil her of her legal right. 
Lo I Liberty has vanished from her sight, 

And Peace and Concord from her shores have flown : 
The Genii of her fields have taken fl ight— 

Faith pines in fetters--and her Regal Throne . 
I^es, levelled with the dust, where dastards tread. 
And wrecks of Empire o'er her plains are spread. 
(47) 
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XVI. 

Like lliee, O Sun ! seen dubious through thy tears. 

When Winter's ok)ud-robeo er the heavens isspeead. 
Our lovely, noble country, 8tili appears, , 

Thoagbloweringglooin98reg«tber^drouiidberbtii]» 
Through civil woes ; —as waking from the deady 

She swells with life, and shews her beauteoue form. 
By -Sorrow ohastencd, like the Roso's red, 

That lades away in Autumn's withering storm; 
Yet Ilcaltli still sparkles in her eye of fire, 
And Hope sits drooping o'er her plainkiTe Ljrre. 

XVII. 

Thou see'st -and long hast seen, BrightPriaoeofDay! 

Diurnal witness of her desolation \ 
That Erin's civil greatness pined away 

Beneath the blight of Saxun doieiaation ; 
Yet stilt the priooiple of re-orestton 

Remains— and sttii eiisted, to restare 
liost Liberty, when meet to fill the slntlon, 

Which power conceded to our is!o ot yore ; 
And Civil Hope, which tyrants could not kill, 
Outlives Despair, and oomforls Patience stilk • 

XVIII. 

Shine on, thou bright Divinity of Heaven ! 

While Erin slumbers, till her spirit wakes. 
When strength and vigour to her Iramc are given. 

By sleep and rest, when Freedom's morning breaks. 
The boor is nigh— tiie earth beneath me qaakee— 

Erin is dreaining of tiie hastening dawn. 
That soon, o'er all her land of . streams. and lakes. 

Will spread its blue-wings, brighteningfieldaadiawn^ 
And like thyself, diffusing new-born day, 
When Spring luuk^ smiling on the scenes of May. 



Recorder of the wrongs my country bore. 
In other times disastrous, heretofore. 
And all that aggravated Krin's griefs, 
Through foreign foes, and native feudal ohiefs^ - 
8ihg, plaintive Muse! and painfully rehearse^ 
In £onest» fluent, truth-depiotiog verse ; 



Digitized by Google 



TBB WBONOS OF lABLAND* 

Till our tormentors listen to the strain 

Thai bears tbe burthen of a Nalion's pain. 

The tale were long to tell, if CKo'a pen . 

Recorded all the tyrannies of men, 

In this ill-fated Isle, that well might ho 

Defined, in sooth, " The land of Destiny !" 

From right-invading, sly, PiaNTAGENET 

To GuBtPH the Tmrd, who Ihres in our regret. 

Aa Lord of England's Pale->or Ireland's Kingi^ 

It mattered not who moved, of power, the springs^ 

In this abused, deflowprod, nefr^crted isle. 

That never shared an ij^ngiish Monarch's smile, 

Or sovereign s favour — till the generous prinoe 

That died the last,* and lived without ollenoe. 

Ilim only as akin^, a sire, a friend; 

Just and impartin!, Erin shnnid commend. 

Of all the seeptred imo from licnry, down 

To regnant Gborqe who wears the Triple Crown; 

Our English nonarehs to emnnerate, ' 

Is only nnmb'ring penal links of Fate, 

That Ireland's proud, indignant spirit broke. 

And bound herntf and sons to Slavery's yoke* 

The Normaa-Saxona, here witii power invested. 
Against iU bnoHHi laws tad rights protested 
Except their own : Tbek selish hearts desired; 

All that our fathers held ; and fraud required. 
From vassal princes ; whRt the conquered boifl^ 
By ri^ht of treaties : lands tliey never sold. 
Insmualiug Avarice, through division 
Of rival states, deereasing, by exoision-. 
Enlarged the limits of the English Pale^ 
To strengthen Despoti'^m rlad in mail. 
Whatever promises Fitz-Empress made. 
Were unredeemed, and native faith betrayed,, 
By petty tyrants, men, by Fate, accurs'd. 
Like Tantalus, to ever^during thirst; 
Insatiate thirst, for venal, sordid wealth, 
By murder, treachery, fraudulence, and stealth. 
In this sad Island civil discord ra£red. 
While Henry's mind was otherwise engaged, 

• This remark npi lies 1o Georprr fbe Third, as George the 
Fourth was then alive. His yteieol Gracious Miyesty, WiUiaoi 
the PourUi, it may aliebe pranmed, will prove an lUuiufciu* and 
prafaeworUiy exceptkntolbe ivfoliey of bis lU^ Ftedicfs- 

iOIf. 

(49) 
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With strife domesiip, in a foreign land. 

While here Injustice ruled with stern OOBUBIWI* 

The filial traitor, yet unbearded John, 

Ills father's favourite, though liis basest son, 

III bc^h years, to govern was depnted, 

Witb all bis flattering folio wera»olovaii*footed : [tutium^ 

Priests, Lawyers, C^uctiera, vile-tongued abu^derMS 

Italian Friars, Satraps, and Freebooters: 

A courtly, supercilious, Norman train, 

]u pride vainglorious— insolently vain! 

Ahtt! with tbis fiend-btartcd ^mbryo-nuuv 

Vested with lordly power, here first began 

Our nation's slanderers, basely to abuse. 

The Lyric ULa^d vf the Western Muse. 

Here Maitl^ew Paris and Gf'rqldus Barry, 
Libelled o«r hm» to please tbe s^n of Harry ; 
And of our miners, polity, nnd B^tiqay 

To England gave a false delineation ; 
Which, (aided by tlio venal scribes that wrolCi 
Malicious fictions — since for knaves to quotCi} 
ImplaiUcd pjTpjudioes, deep and strongs 
In English 'minds to guide their judgments wrong. 
The evil grew, and floucished like Uie weeda 
Of rank corruption's rottenness, that breeds 
A noxious growth of physical abundaiiCB . 
To choke a nation's florified redundance. 
The Pale Historians* dazzled with th^ blaze 
Wbieb Iridk History she4 from glorious dajl^ 
With owl-like, purblind qitioi^ 01 oottkl bear 
Truth's radiant sun of sense-o'erpowering glare » 
W^hich, proving too cflfulgcntfor their sight, 
They turned aside tpsearohj in error's night. 
For shadowy visions of imagination. 
To wea^etne web ot falsehood's fijbrMAtlQV* 
With wild iniprobabilkiefl. and lief, 
For Truth to spurn, and Honour to despise. 
To write down Ireland soon became the fashiQi^ 
When every paltry scribe indulged a p^iva • 
For writing oaluaintes, ta uadsriavie 
The fabric of <mr bistory, andjnaltf^ • 
A lofty nation, prond in native honour. 
With foul aspersions cast by knaves upon her. 
From Cambrian Barry, of defaming tongue, 
To Richard Musgrave, what a host has sprung 
From notliingness, to eminenoeof place. 
By libelling Ireland and her noble race \ 
(60) 
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Who, ever yet, in paironnge. lias failed, 

That Erin's iionour, or her sous assailed ? 

Who, ever yet, indulged the scribbling vice, 

At oor cxptnse, and'uriled to nrise Iris prfe6 ? 

On other subjects, Hiihire might ensue ; 

But Trrland'?; '^hnderers always had their dae! 

Corruption and apostacy, vile slaves ! 

Made books, and terms— atni England paid the knaves; 

No matttt' ^bat f^pent/t it oost the Mitioit, 

If tomes wert swelled wHh IrcSand's ddamafioii ! 

RrciiAiro, sumamcd " the lion-hearted king," 
With Christian red ( ro^H bravely triumphing 
O'er iiaogbtj infidel.s, could ill attend 
To I^eUinid^ or ber wfmp, asfbe, or friend. 
The hater of the cros8» proud Sritsdh), 
He sought to punish, more thtfn sons of ^in. 
Who, with the name of ciiriHtian, tyrannised 
O'er christian brethren— -^nd, in hate, despised 
Theiamrjed struotures of Religimi here. 
On wbicli rthey imaged in tb^' wild carter; 
As if no Saviour ChriM redeeming died 
For this fair isle, so mnch to faith allied. 
The Danes were cruel to the christian cross 
Wiiea Erin ian^ished o'er her sacred loss 
Of raroed olimlies tiid dc!iiMlliMtfriiC!8«» 
The reverend victims of thte pAgM Danes. 
But ^^ hat, in ruthless pagAAs, was exoiised^ • 
Must be to chrifftian enemies refa?ed ; 
For faith divine her prect'j>'us It ad not tangiit 
To LoughUn's sons, when they ibis mischief wrought ; 
Tet gospel faith, in viMtte!, so 'refined, 
So gifted with humanity of itfiiid^ 
Should milder principles hnve moved in those 
Who owned her cross, yet aoteil as her foes. 
The hostile Saxon^ thoitgh of kiudrcd creed, 
Was not, by faith, firom prejudioet freed':' 
The Catliolio EnglishiMn ivas odf emboed* / 
In fellow-feeling to* the mtiUitnde, 
With that fraternal kitidne«?<^ which should breathe 
Good-wilt to all, that dwe ll, the skie?, beneath. 
The Irish Catholic Christian, in his mind, 
Was not so piottiff to hetm'inclined, 
Or worthy of that saered brotherhdod • 
Which twiner in unity, the truly good ; 
Else had our j^ires possessed a higher claim 
On those whose rites and ritual were the same; 
(51) 
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And, nothing differing, but in dttuation. 
Descent* in morals, habits, aad m natidii. ' 

Yet these distinctions were, by for, too BHiehi 

T' escape dpstriictinn'> torporific touch; 

Or merit favour irom the exclusive few 

Who, bounding lines twixt Faith and Nations, drew 

Had Catholicity been hetd the same. 

In grasping England— and the Land of fame, 

Our churches had escaped the spoiling haiida 

Of sacrilegious, devastatinf;; hands 

That, in their levelling fury, nothing spared. 

Not even Sanctuaries, safe declared. 

Gothfl-. Vandals — Saraeena^Were not more erael 

Against God's fanes—nor more profuse in fue^ 

Than were fanatic Saxons to our temples. 

Of which they left us manifold examples. 

Strange inconsistency ! they ruined here 

An iHsk Choroh, and reared n Skrm nenr ; 

For this they had their motives— and their priests, 

Of Roman birth, to solemnize their feasts; 

Because the Irish Clergy, bound by union, 

BiXcluded foreigners from Faith's communion,' 

In sacerdulal l obes, williout the Pale, 

Where foreign power and infloenoe were frail* 

The Pale dominion, grew by slow degrees^ 

A nest of hornets, near our hive of bees, 

Whose prosperous industry, for many a day. 

Became their plunder and devoted prey : 

These mercenary foes to civil order. 

Like bandits lived on Erii'a OMrtem border. 

To fright the genius of domestio peace, 

Prom all the mansions of our Wetitrn Greece, 

Oh I base return, from ingratc Engiisii dd>torSy 
To this enlightened, libendXaDd of letters. 
For all the mvonrs previously oonf^rred. 

In former ages, meriting regard. 
When Ireland held, of discipline, the rule,— 
Was Europe's Tut'reg.s— and the Sa:con school— 
Ttie book of knowledge---Learning's cla&aic i>eut — 
Religion's Temple--and the esim retreat 
Of sage Philosophy — the Lyric sphere 
Of M II io and the Muses, shelkend here; 
(42) 
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Where bosphaltty, and ediieatton, / 

W«re blended generously for every nation. 
Full well, the early Saxon rulers knew, 
That iienoe their jiiTeatest King his wisdom drew, 
With high accompiishnient3 of miiid — lu raise 
His honoured name beyond the i>ovver8 of praise. 
What were the Anglo-Saxons heretofore, 
When first they landed on the British shore ? 
Unlettered hordes ! with savages on par, 
Who knew no science — and no art, but war; 
Till this illuDiiaed Isle, in time. ailuideU 
LawB^Lettefs^Faith— as history has reeorded; 
These humanized their minds and barbarous numnerr. 
By Ciiristiaii Doctors bearing Gospel banners. 

Ingratitude! thou basest, earth-born crime, 
^ That ever tainted Virtue's moral clime. 
To thee we owe our rain, and ovr wrongs-^ 
Our lamentations— griefs— and plaintive songs-^* 
With all the chilling woes, that fell, like frost, 
'Upon a country that we loved — and lost ! 
Ye sceptics ! who, with silver tongue, and smooth, 
Deolaiui aloud, against ilistonc Truth, 
Go to onr rained Temples, where they lie. 
Amid their loneliness, where wild winds sigh : 
Ask of our Altars, why, they were profaned— • 
Interrogate our fields — why blood has stained 
Their floral gracelulncss — and question, why 
Our regal palaces of Majesty 
Ue levelled in the dist^and seek to know. 
The cause of all this mighty overthrow 
Of civil grfatncs?^, frnm our slumbering sires. 
Where death entombs their energetic fires, 
That claim the tribute sigh — and they will tell 
By signs, and silent eloquence— bow fell 
CNir noble structures — and by whom they perished, 
For faith and freedom, which our Esthers cherished; 
And still their mournful rc!ic", frowning stands 
The sad memorials of an injured land ! 
Ah: me the woe-worn heart of memory bleeds, ' 
To thiftk of all the saUe-visaged deeds 
Which our enslavers perpetrAed here. 
Inhumanly unjust, from year to year— 
From age to age — through every monarcli's reign. 
That ruled as Sovereigns o'er this fair domain! 
; H 
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Of all the kings, the Anna]»t reeardt, 
That wore the pompous Mune of ** Irelaneta Lortbt*' 

From Gcofrry''^ offspring, and Matilda'* iOB, 
To taith-ri'tonning i'udor — never one, 
Tijc royal asgis oi protection, threw. 
Between our country and the privileged few ^ 
That governed here, with Iwh of aoorpion stidg, 
And penal rod of many a petty king. 
Erryptian bondage to the Israplitps, ♦ 
Ur Islam tyranny to Grecian rights. 
In measured cruelty, with what befel 
Our sirea in Slavery, beara no parallel ! 
A pa^an prince imposed an iron yoke 
On Helirew slaves ; and Moelemism broke 
The spirit of the high-descended Greek, 
Because he loved a Saviour mild and meek : 
Fanaticism made the Spaniard cruel 
When Indians perished by destrootlTe fnel; 
Bat f reland'a pcneeators had no plen 
For stem oppreasioo, orine, and perfidy^ 

While gallant Richard, with his conquering band. 
Was reaping laurels in the Holy Laud, 
Young Lackland, Lord of IreltBd't Pale donaiB, 
Gave despot Deputies the power to reign 
O'er Anglo-Irish subjects, kept in fear 
By petty Governor, and vassal peer. 
That awed the vanquished Pi ovince by alarms. 
From cea>;eless warfiare, and the claug of arms. 
Devoted, hapless Erin, then beeaaie 
The land of martial earthquakes, and of time— 
Volcanic flames of lava, bursting forth, 
In boiling torrent-streamj), from Roulh to north; 
And, from the Eastern borUern lo the Wes^ 
O'er all our Island's inundated breast ; 
The dif e eibets of pflMioa's lawleis sway. 
And rebel will8» Ibr many » painM day. 

Brave Cieur de TJon^ laurell'd, reached the shore 
Of England's Realm, a Conqueror, once more : 
Released from prison, joyful was the greeting - 
Of Prince and Sobjeots, on their happy meeting; 
Yet short the time of exultation la8(ed« 
Till ail the Hero's blooming hopes were blasted 

(M) 
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jiy just revenge ; for, claiminfr feudal right, 

Untmidy fell the gallant Red-Cross-Kuight ; 

And hapien Erin neither wept, nor siglu^d, 

When Stltdin 's proud Adrersaryy drooped and died. 

Then Junv, the fihal Ingratc, seized the Throne, 

And grasped tlie rod of empire, not his own, 

With hands imbrued, alas I with kindred blood 

(A nephew's heart poured forth its crimson flood) 

Tbe murderous unole, to bis execration. 

Assumed the cruwn by lawless iisorpation. 

And played tlie tyrant with a coward hearU— 

His aim ambition — treachery his art. 

Inclined to justice, England could not brook 

Th* assassin wrelob wbose nephew's life he took ; 

Meanwhile, to generoos Ireland he resArts, 

And favour, of his subject barony courts. 

When dread of English vengeance fsends him fiithcr, 

Till clouds disperse, and yield to milder weather. 

The base usurper liere with measures miiU, 

Hu equally indignant serii beguiled ; 

He gave them Saxon laws and regulatlonil^ 

Comporting with the English ordinations ; 

Then left them to indulge thpir feudal passsion, 

When war and rapine were tJie riilino; fashion. 

Plunder, they loved, and unprovoked agression ; 

^oroaohed, on nathe rights, in long soeosssion ; 

And wbn^ by force, they coold not safely gain, 

They strove, by meaner causes, to obtain ; 

For fraud was usetl, when desperate prowess failed— 

And falsehood, more than honesty prevailed. 

Why need we marvel at the insorreotions 

Of Irish Chieftains, goaded b^ exacfjons 
Of faith perfidious, when the injured found 
Their trust betrayed— their honour basely bound 
By treaties, which their crafty spoilers broke. 
To bind themdosef to their ifon yoke. 
Honoiib indigenous onr Sires possessed, — . 
The noble plant was nursed on Erin's breast ; 
Our fathers cherished it with fond devotion. 
And trained its odorous sweets amid commotion; 
Or, in the halcyon shade of smiling peace, 
Matured its growth, and bade it» ^wers increase : 
'Twas Glory's Flower^thiir Alivest in her train. 
Without one blemished grace, taint, spot or stain, 
(55) 
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Till Saxon wiods, aod Saxoa hands defiled^ 
The ofispring of the Gods, fair Virtue's ebtM. 

Our wronged, insulted country — to the shame 
Of those whose hated memory bears the blame. 
Was censured for rebellion, wiicu lier sons 
Had no proteetion 'gainst those Myrmidons, 
Who daimed their ancient birth Tight without cause, 
Bj noD-ezteasion of protecting laws. 

Alone, within the Pale, could subjects find 
Security, fur property defined; 
And Irish tributary princes fared 
Like common enemies — by law» debarred 

The promised privileges of safe protection, 

Prom those who won their mut !i abused affectioiw 

Beyond the Pale, the withering ilemlock-shado 

Of English law, no spreading prepress made. 

Lest, baneful as it was, its gloomy sway 

Might shield the public plunderer's destined prey* 

But English magnanimity achieved 

A chartered victory, for her sons aggrieved. 

O'er royal tyranny and faithless guile, 

That might have proauaed blessings to our Isle, 

Had Maoka Chauta, to our sires, extended. 

As right required, and justice had commended. 

Yet, this great, Royal charter nobly wrung. 

By feudal force, from mean, perfidious tongue. 

Was much too great a favour, to bestow 

Upon the law*exclttded, common foe. 

Whose Beeey honours, doomed for soidid ends. 

Promised more spoil, as enemies, than frioids. 

But what could Ireland or !ier sons expect^ 

From cruel Joux — so villanous in act? 

iikuibcU thi^ CI ouching slave who feared the frown 

Of papal power, and sacrificed bis crown; 

Thus meriting the stigma of disgrace— 

The brand of infamy on name and race. 

The Monster died, as every tyrant ought, 

With maddened mind, and care distracted thought. 

Leaving his filial hope, bis ouly sod. 

To ratify what be bad never done. 

HisNUT of Winchester -so fond of Wmatiit^ 

T/ic sovereign Ponti(l''s tributary vassal, 

Conlirnicd, at least, one rnonioralile deed : 

The famous, feudal ot Hunnunede ; 
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And iliose extended to the Pale Dominion, 

On Royal Favour's broadiy-flpreadingpiDioiij 

Yet Irish tributaries, unregarded—' 

By English Lepislaror?, ill-rewarded, 

Partook not oi tiie MuuuicJi s pnucely favour, 

ThroQgk secret measures of each vile enslaver. 

Young LoNO Shanks* presently became the Lord 

Of Anglo-Irislimen, as scribes record; 

And English Falesmen, with exulting' voice 

And gratuialiQn.s, hailed their monarchs choice. 

Bat Edward, aspirant to fame and glory, 

(So ruDS the thread of Biographic story) 

Left disappointed hopes behind him here, 

To follow fortune through her w ild career. 

In searcli of martial glory and renown, 

The iJero's Laurel— the Crusader's Crown. . . . 

Edward was brave, and ardent, withambitioD: 

His sire the slave of will and soperstitioB, 

Who, through a lengthened reign of strange events^ 

Removed no cause of Ireland's discontents : 

Crime, and recrimination — war and strife, 

Disturbed the land, and much embittered life ; 

Peace ibund no vesting place on Irish ground. 

And foes nootivagant noade sleep unsound ; 

The stranger, and the native, lived ia dread 

Of danger, still impending, overhead: 

War ruled the battle- field by day — and fear 

Presided o'er the ni^ht, throughout the year : 

Distressful- state of civil life to these 

Who knew its horrorv, and endured its wa^s ! ' 

The military Eow^au, when enthroned. 
Pursued his passion, while our nation groaned 
Beneath the ponderous weight of sore oppression. 
Unjust ezactioDs— unprovoked aggression. 
Brother, was, instigated against brother. 
That guilt might, smile to see them slay each other; 
Stern laws were made to aggravate distress, 
And widen Ruin's frightful wildernesi*. 
It mattered not, what oode was recommended. 
By English Monarchs to the unbefriended; 
The Despot Toparchs of the Pale, were sure, 
Their own self'interesty always to secare; 
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And, where the iaw infringed their right of plunder, 
Tbey wkely rent it virtually asunder ; 
Lest huntera, bent on game, should lose tbeir prey, 
If power, from privilege, took that right away. 

Encroachment crept willi military stealth, 
On native sovereignties, and private wealth;' 
And like a cancer spread its cankerous bane. 
In dire oontagion, o'er eheb fair donain, 
Wbtch Irish Chiefe had beld, from sire to son, 
Since Brehon laws and tenures Iiad begun, 
Successively, for ages immemorial, 
By ancient usage fixed, and prescriptorial. 

Witb lawless inroad, first D0 Otmrey led 
His predatory band^ to rapine bred, 

Towards Urr-A(;n's peacrfu! plriin'5, DoNLSTT'sLand, 

Witb desolating war, and flaming brand. 

The strife was sanguine, but the foe prevailed, 

Wbtle boman Vultures, savage-like, regaled 

Tbeir ravening appetites with purple gore, . 

As havoo feasted on UUcbWs shore. 

Prond, mRrtinl MMn<?ter «unl' Viy rIow degress. 

And rose again, like calm, and turgid seas; 

Nor was Alnecmas spirit long at res^ 

Wben fraad assailed — end cruelly oppressed. 

The soul of majesty still lingered there, 

And " I body 'handed' vengeanoe, did not spare 

Unjust assailants, (6) when, as wolves, they came 

Intent on plunder, breathing death and flame; 

And, had Disunion, vvilh the seeds ol strife. 

Forbore to poison peaceful, civil life 

Among her sons, oar Isle had never borne 

A galling foreign yoke, and Saxon soorn. 

But rival Royalty and Usurpation, 

Had rent tiie Union-girdle of our nation. 

Leaving the avenues of power unguarded— 

The gates of Freedom open andiinwarded ; 

Exposed to insttlt, erboe, and innovation. 

Perfidious firaudnlenoe and domination. 

Perhaps 'twas fated so, that Isle so blest, 
So great and happy, should be thus distressed ; 
Else bad sbe orusbed llie serpent of Deceit, 
In prosperous infamy, beneath ber feet ; 
(48) 
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Or gtrangW reptild' Canning's wily snake, 
Ere poisonous malioe gave it strength, to make 

Such devastation, with its baneful powers. 
Among our island's saored, sainted bowers^ 
So had the enemy of native quiet 
Indulged, not here, in waatoniiess and riot. 
To make oar fields th' arena of eonfusion. 
Where beasts of prey spread slaughter in profosion; 
Like cruel sports, and carnage most inhuman 
That pleased, erewhile, the semi-savage Roman. 
Oh 1 Island of the brave ! had Saxon foes 
Came nndisgnised ; to marder thy repose. 
As came Fomoria's less ignoble race (7) 
We had. been spared the painful task, to trace 
The march of Tyranny throughout thy realm. 
When statesmen slumbered at the regaj helm. 
Heedless of danger, when the sunken rocks 
Of Inseourity, with (reqnent sboeks. 
Damaged the noble vessel of the state. 
And shewed the horrors of impending fate, 
For safety and salvation, when too late. 

TuuGEis anived, arrayed in hostile Mail; 
Not so, the insidious foanders of the Pale, 
Who came, like wolves, in fleeoy garb of sheep. 
To spoil our folds, when sunk in peaceful sleep, 
The care-untroubled shepherds, lay supine, 
Undreading foes, in dark, embattled line. 
" An open ^nemy may prove a curse;" 
Tet sages say, *' a faithless friend is worse 
The Saxon clad himself in specious dress— 
The robe of Faith —to compass our distress* 
Hypocrisy, deceitfully, put on 
Religion's vesture, to impose upon 
A country over-yielding in belief. 
And nnsQspidous^ to her lasting grief ; 
Yet ev'n when truth had proved her trust betrayed. 
By those who came in Friendship'^ stole arrayed. 
In christian patience, long the sutferer bore 
The insolence of power— till hope, no more 
Could dare to self-deoeive her confidence, 
With iattering promises and false pretenee. 
The Matron telt her wounds with painful smart; 
Like furious lioness that feels the dart, 
(S9) 
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Wing'd, w'itli destruction, from the hunter's bow, 
When dreadfully she turns upon the foe. 
How often dearly has the plunderer paid 
For bloody havoc by Ambition made ! 

How frequently her sons' recrimination 
Reduced the Palcsmen nigh to desolation! 
And itad the^ been unanioious, as brave, 
Their tyrants would have rolled, an ebbing wave, 
V>aek to that Stormy ocean, whence they came. 
With billowy surges, bearing wasteful flame; 
Rut partial opposition strovp. in vain. 
To crush the foe, or break th' enslaving chain 
Which bound the native to his iron fate. 
With aggravations painfbl to relate. 

A gatelcss temple, Concord, once had here, 
Crouded with votive worshippers, sincere, 
That offered incense, at her sacred shrine. 
Whereon, long blazed Truth's lambent flame divine. 
When oui beloved ooontry was as free 
As sportive air that fans m summer sea. 
Tier sons were then, in union, firmly bound, 
Even as the Fasces, with their girdle round : 
Strength,linked to strength, in harmonised communion, 
Unmixed in race — ^nnbroken by disunion; 
Till first; the Danes — and last, the Saxons broke. 
The heaven-cemented, strong, fraternal yoke 
Of fascial brotherhood, that kept united, 
A valorous race in which the Gods delighted. 
The social bond of unison, once severed, 
Dfvisiott— to our spoilers, soon delivered* 
The keys of power, by which, to find the way 
To civil greatness and o'erbearing sway. 
Of dire dissension here, the English seefl^, 
l^rodiioed a prosperous growth of noxious ^T(■cds; 
That sprung and iluurishcd, like pernicious tares. 
To injure virtue— and inerease'our cares ; 
Yet stilt our country felt her situation. 
Through all the vital channels of sensation; 
And like her own loved Harp, when out of tone, 
Breathed wild discordance through her plaintive moan : 
Her litful spirit spoke its strange alarms. 
In proud, defensive^ frequent feats of arms. 
Against the common enemy, that stole 
Sweet peace and concord from her troubled soul. 
(60) 
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Her restless foe, that gloried in, and prided 
To see her children, through deceit, di-vided. 
Grew strong, by fraudulence, and fierce contentions, 
Midst rival Chiefs-— provoked to fell disaentions. 
By over-reaching Artifice, that bred 

The cftase of strife on which its vitals fed. 

The avaricious Saxons' many hands, 
Bnn)'e?/s-Vike, desired our rij^htful Lands, 

And seized, by every base and treacherous art. 

Of all our sires' inheritance, a part. 

And would have grasped the whole, if lawless might 

Had power snfficient to extingnish ri^ht; 

Yet, all that vice could plan, or cunning fratnt. 

Could never quench the patriotic flame 

Of native indepcndenre^or suppress 

The Irish veteran's feudal haughtiness. 

Bravely our heroes stood, like stags at bay. 

Prepared to triumph in thadeathfd (ray; 

Or sink o'erpowered— and dying, leave behind 

A meet example, to instruct mankind, 

How sons of Liberty, can fight, and die. 

When Freedom's death-light, sparkles in the eye 

Heroioaliy, long, our chiefs' withstood 
The prey-pursuing, lawless, foreign brood, . 

That came, like hosts of locusts, to despoil 
Our gencrou.s, lovely, kind, fructiferous soil. 
'Twas force, repelling force, from reign to reign,. 
And ceaseless warfare, o'er this fair domain, 
F^om age to age, through merciless oppression. 
Injustice, lucre, rapine, and aggression. 
The native spirit of retaliation, 
Once, never slumbered, in our hapless nation. 
From cruelty's dark Epoch iirst began, 
When Erin's soil, became the viper's den, - 
Till double-dealing, Piotish wiles, deceived 
A trusting land, that promises believed^ 
A .Stuart's promi'^e ' who h'a? ever yet 
Coniulecl in, witliout prolonged regret? 
Or, who, of ali their generous friends, and good, 
Has ever claimed, andVbund their gratitude ? 
The name of SruAW, Ireland should detest. 
Because it made oppression more oppressed, 
And added chains to slavery's ponderous fetters, 
To make our sires to suffering patience debtors, 
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For disappoiated bopt» and expectations— 
f nsnlted Faith, and dnped anticipations. 

Sia: hundred years, our struggles now have Usied 
Since maalced Invasion, Freedom's Laurels blasted, 
Yet are we stili nnroled by equal laws. 
Though loyaltv, has long removed tJie cause 
or partial justice, wImns infernal sway 
Has triumphed over right until this day. 
Our ancestors have often vainly sought 
Tiiat personal protection, wkich they bought ; 
The snielding privilege of the English Cm, 
Which from the parent source of Justiee flowed > 
And there were Kings — and Defies— r a few. 
Who would, to Irishmen, have given their due. 
Had not the selfish-hearted Palesmcn marred 
The iioyai boon, with scornful disregard. 
Far other things tfaeir Parlianents enaoted, 
Against the- native, and his life, dlreeted-; 
Besides dissocialising laws, that rent 
The bonds of friendship, by dismemberment : 
Unwise enactments 'gainst our Irish fashions, - 
Ail leading to arouse tha anery passions 
Tow'rds stern Injustice, and its eruel crimes, 
The black dishonours of evanished times. 
How road th' impolicy of those that ruled 
The English Colony ! O ! how unschooled 
Were those who governed here, for selfish ends. 
As God's Vicegerents — or as Virtue's friends, 
In legislative Wisdon, and the arta 
Of civil polioy, that conquers hearts 
By soft persuasioR, -whose iMiiigaant power. 
Makes nations prosper, and their fortunes flower; 
That mingles mercy, with its stei n derrees. 
To heal the wounds of uationai di:>ease ! 

Alast Misgovernnpent, has proved aenrsa 

To us, and ours, as well as to its nurse : 
Through bad, or partial laws, we've been undone 
By all the ruling race of Geoflfry's son 
For here, the Representatives of Kings, 
That lived remote for many hundred springs 
Were much alikci in oharaeker and quality. 
And only rival volades of venality. 
(68) 
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Through many reigns, th' Historic Mu^eaill trace i 
A line of Deputies that brought disgraoe 
Upou liieir u&tioo, through the vilest arts, 
Thai ever issued from the worst of hearts. 
Some rue ejueptioiM^ are we tBii|lil to own, 
Of men more just, who tiled tiie viceroy's Throne ; 
Yet these, alas ! were few, and far between. 
And, like to heavenly spirits, stldom seen. 
But litLie good resulted to our nation, 
Fromsucli, throughout their mild administration; 
For every MUMre, bv our frtendi, idviied, 
Wes etrangled in ill birth, or neatraltied. 
By every petty tyrant, that bad made 
Their Crods of gold, and villany their trade. 
Power — ill directed power ■' their strong protection. 
Their business spoil— injustice, their direction. 
Yet» 8le|>t onr Intfaere, uteeoy, bleating sheeii. 
When, prowling wdfee, tl» pnw of danger keep? 
No, their's was proud resistance, brave defenee. 
To shield the filial fold of Innocence ; 
In bloody coiidicLs, fought from year to year. 
With griping foes — the lessons were severe— 
The raastiienent impreieivi^denrly ixraght, 
Whteh, to onr enemies, our fathers taught. 
The sons of Erin, like their bounding ocean. 
Awaked by storms — arose, in wild commotion. 
To stem the hostile torrent oi Invasion, 
When prowess nerved them, for the bold occasion. 
This fift, the hehies of the Northern wavee, 
Cooldjnstify*<-if from their silent gmtee. 
Their spectre could arise, again, to tell, 
How strong ! how brave ! the* arm«?, hy which they fell, 
When Irish Valour, wielded Freedom's Sword, 
To light to death, full many a Danish Lord, 
Whoee moornfnl moonds, where sepulohree are green. 
Remain, meoiOTials of the sanguine scene ! 
Not so, the Saxons dealt, when to our shores 
Invasion rowed, with all its paddling oars ; 
For those who came, on purpose, to invade 
Our lawful rights — by speeious arts betrayed 
The nativo Oldeftains^ Ull their ftdeehood tried 
SueociHfiilfrwid— then threw the mask aside; 
^ To shew what monsters of obtrusive powtt 
Came hither, to deapoil, destroy, devour, 
(63) 
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This Land of Liberty, and every Messing, 
That Nature yielded, worthy roan's posse;-sing. 
Too late, our Country fouod she was cieceiveO, 
Because ebe. epeoious pfoaiiei^ believed ; 
And froni that hour, her peaee-fonaken spirit 
Resolved, her duldpea, Yengeance, should inlRri^ 
Afjainst the treacherouR, violating nation. 
That, o'er her Freedom, lorded usurpation. 
That Erin's, noble genius, never slept 
la quiet, from the tine, when faaaeaeeB orept 
With steel unsheathed, upon her oalm repose. 
In Faith's diegoise, concealing murderoos foes, 
ifer restless bosom, bursting with disdain — 
Her royal lieart^ — the ihrobbniL; seat ol nam, 
iiavc sent forth torrents of coulcmptuous ire, 
To punish perfidy with native fire. 
Through all her trials—Ion^ as they have lasted— 
Her sense of wrongS"— BOr time- — nor bate has blasted x 
Sii![ lives iliecouraso of o^r Land ol letter?, 
Though bound, like iuant, in rnslavinjr fetters; 
While tyrauny beholds, \(itii vvhat diiiciain, 
The migbtv Captive otenks her ponderons ohain : 
' And shmiid it, in the paroftyan m strength, 
Be snapped in twain, by energy, at length, 
Tile moment that her slave-bonds burst asunder, 
Must fill th' enslavers' hearts with fearful wonder. 
But hush ! my Muse, it ii not thine, to sound 
The prophet^s triuppet, to the world aronndt 
Let nature work its way, till Freedom calls. 
Her watchful waidcrs, to her bastioned walls , 
In patience wait, till Liberty invites, 
To strife of arms, the Ciiaiupion of our rights; 
Then breathe thy soul thro' V iiluur-^i martial shell , 
For wond'rous tidings may'st thou have to tell! 

Atready hast thou sung, of such disasters 

As marked the progress of our earliost masters; 
Vet, dafker deeds, tiiat stdl remam un-uii<r^ • 
Must iiud a language, and a lUiciU tongue. 
An iron-hearted Sister, full of guile, 
Has England proved, to this deserving Isle, 
Through every age, since first she linked with ours^ 
Her fel!, malicious, vigour-blighlinjT powers. 
The Muse of History, never vet recorded 
A parallel of naiiuui, thai aiiorded 
(64) 
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Such tyranny, and slavery, yoked together. 

Since Rapine's Vulture, first began to Feaifaer. 

So long as feudal lre!?ind, grieved the foe. 

In bold defence, tlial kept his vigour low, 

Tlie haielul spoiler, in his spoliation. 

Might urge pretenatons for retaliation ; 

But when our, still uncoDquered ooantry, elaimed 

The shield of British Laws — while yetantfuned 

By foreign power—when Ireland bowed to Britain,. 

Not through necessity, bnt choice — so smitten 

By persccuUou'h raucurous liatc — Ah I why, 

Were Nature's rights abused hy perfidy ? 

When national distincttottB ceased, in time, 

To furnish motives for age^ressive criine, 

Oh ! why, for conscience' sake were pennl fettera 

Im{Kj-.rd on Faith, by Krin's ancient dcbtorst 

Maa a right, beyond the gift of princes. 

To worship God, as oonsoienee inftoenoes ; 

And, if a subject, bearing due allegiance 

To him that rules, in dutiful obedience. 

He merits — not from courtesy, or grace, 

But universal i ii;ht, all power and place— 

Olficial situaLions — all immunities. 

Which subjects bold in legalised communities; 

Unshackled by restraints, on creeds, or freedom. 

No matter bow bis christian mind may lead him. 

In by-gone times, when England only bated 

Our envied Land, because she wa^ n hitotl 

To ancient eminence, which Britain wanted, 

A jealous prejudice her bosom haunted. 

That made her scourge alike her foes and friend^ 

In cruel wantonness that none commends. 

Pride, Anglo-Norman pride, even here divided 

The lordly Palesmen, who, in turn, derided 

In fulsome enmity oi heart, each other, 

As if they sprang not from one common mother. 

English, by birth, and English, hy extraction. 

Were mutual, frivolous objects of detraction ; 

And they who last inhaled the British air, 

Evinced such insolence as none could hear. 

'Twas deemed a stigma, on the English pride. 

To be, with Irishnen, in blood allied; 

Tea, in-so-anieh, that they who twined ^eir fame. 

In social interest with the Irisli name. 
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Were deemed as outeast brethren, so voited, 
And^ for degenerate spirit, spurned and el^kted. 
In common hatred with our hated nation. 
The couBtant object of tkeir deiamatioii. 

Beloved Ireland ! still, in name, a Queen, 
A froiUtil source of wealth thou miglit&tbave been 
To sordid Britain, if her civil school 

Had taught her rulers wisdom, not misrule. 

Proud in her strength, she now might Lid df tiaiicc 

To arifu} states, and scorn their mean alliance, 

If mad impolicy bad not employed 

Its wicked will, to leave our land devoid 

Of all, of every thing, Uiat might have grown 

A plenteous harvest to support tho Throne, 

When state-necessity, with danger near. 

Should need our succours in the day of fear. 

Our Eln^lisb Governors, all like, in kind, 

Came wise ; and left state policy behind, 

A quality, 'twas bootless to employ 

Where Despots reigned to plunder and destroy; 

To spoil, and sow division \\m the fort 

Of every Toparch, sent from Britain's Court : 

They ruled with terror, and reduced the Pale 

To pay for cruelty, blade-tribute. Mail ; (8) 

And of their masters little can we boasl^ 

From him tliat first descended on our coast ; 

False Henry, who, to Ireland, broke his word, 

Till reigned a generous Guelph in George the Third. 

The First,* by treacherous, double-dealing art. 

Transfixed a da^er in oar country's heart : 

The Second,t busied with crusading toils. 

Looked down contemptuous on our civil broils : 

The Third,* the most ignoble of hk race. 

By nature cruel, insolent, and base. 

His supercilious scorn, unwisely flings 

Against the manners of the Irnh kings. 

Who come respectful, and in courtly guise, • 

To pay their stripling; lord high courtesies ; 

The Fourth, II in favour. Magna Charta sends 

To benefit alone his English friends ; 

Yet suffers not an Irish vassal chief 

To share, in righ^ this legalised relief: 

* Henry IT. f Richard I. t John. {| Henry III. 
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The Filth* of those, our inii]jhty lords anointed. 
Inspired a hope that soon was disappointed, 
When Holy War,, to regions Asiatic, 
Invites to aciDB the Christians, brave, fanatic. 
Who, Irish, olerio Palesmen, sorely vexes 
With tithing" tenths, required a"? sacred taxes; 
Of English kinjTs, the sanctified demand. 
From hiui vvjio first set foot on holy land ; 
Nor were such claims unsanctioned by the Pope, 
In whom, the selfish eentred sordid hope. 

The Sixth. t a prince irresolute and weak, 
Disposed, in favourites, social charms to seek : 
(The vacant bliss of shallow, frivolous minds,) 
Proves pleasure hollow to his cost, and finds 
His soeptre powerless, and his throne of state 
Beset with evils of impending fate : 
Too impotent in arms to keep the field, 
The son of Long-shanks shames his father's shield: 
Resjgtis to Scotland, what his sire had won, 
By right of conquest — and is soon undone 1— 
Ireland, is traversed by adventurous Bruce, 
Where warring states, as usual, hold no truce. 
Till destiny decides on battle-plain. 
That Erin's hope, should, by his foes, be slain. 
The Si?yf;?M Sovereign,^ dread and scourge oi France, 
The curse of Scotia; wields the conqueror's lance, 
And spreads, 'to north and south, his mighty hosts. 
In dark, embattled line, on many coasts ; 
While hapless Ireland, of her graces shorn. 
With never-ending, civil strife is torn; 
Like to a co'^tly robe, by robbers rent. 
The iawiesb bandits claimed emoluoieiit. 

Duke Lionel aex^ is hither sent, to raise 
The English interest by tb* acoustonied ways 
Of making laws, impolitic and cruel. 
To add to civil discord, flame and fuel. 
Through rig'rous laws, by selfish tongues enacted, 
Thatmnoh tbe Hnit^of nie Pale contracted, 
When Anglo-Irish colonists preferred 
^'be Bre&n Code that, more, of Justin shared ; 

* Edward L t Kdward IL % Edward III. 
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While Ireland fttrengtlMned by the oeaseleuquftrreb ' 

Of hostile colonists; when reaping laurels^ 

The Engli^fi Monarch— of his conquests, yain-* 

Wa« desolatmg France on Creasi/'s plain i 

Reckless bow fared the military land 

Of those who fought beneath his high oomniand. 

The Eighth, degenerate nionaroh of his raee»* 

Though moet uneuited to his regal place. 

Becomes a sovereign while in leading-strings, 

And proves the most unprosperous of Kin<,^s. 

A regnant Prince — to riper maniiooU grown. 

With fawning favourites smiling round his throne. 

He plays the prodigal in courtly pleasure. 

And hither comes, a spendthrift seeking treasure. 

Tn splendid pageantry, our tutored nation 

Receives him — with such sly dissimilation, 

As English hypocrites iirst taugiit her sons, 

In turn, to practise on those modern Huns. • 

Frinees and Toparchs at his foot*stool bo^« 

With seeming honesty — but faithless vow;* 

For when he turns, for England, to depart, 

They soon declare the workings of the heart. 

In wasteful vengeance, on his subjects here. 

That spared not, vassal, deputy, or peer. 

Again he comes, revengeful in his ire. 

With flaming sword, and devastating fire. 

To meet a foe, in chief of less degree. 

More proud in soul — more terrible than he.f 

For England's shores he spreads Misfortune's sail,. 

To give existence to a tragic tale, 

Rcponnting royal miseries— woes supreme. 

Of which he formed the melancholy theme. 

The Ninth* a prince, ambitious in aesign— 

A proud Usurper of Lancastrian Lvie, 

Next sceptred rci^^na ; but crossing right succession, 

Paid dearly, through remorse, for his trangression.! ^ 

As usual, if no worse, our state affairs, 

Prof^ressively, produced now civil cares. 

To plague the discontented English Lords, ... 

As each historian of the Pale records. < 

* Richard II. f Mao Murchad, a powerful Leinster 
chief, t Henry IV. 
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Tlie Colonists, grown weak by disaffection 
And feudal strife^ are taxed for self-protecUon^ 
By Imh Cbieftains karttBin^ their border. 
And spreidiDg round its limits wild disorder; 
Teauhing the foe« the misery of dependence, 
Where n«tire courage lorded high ascendsnoe^ 



And politio— %ra8 more resofved to save 
From foreign power, those oonquests BSngland made. 

When Edwabd Tehtius, Britain's sceptre twayed» 

Than well disposed, by laws, to regulate 
The jarring interests of our factious state: 
Instead of friendly intercourse, we tiiid 
Enaotments shamefQl to the English mind (9) 
'Gainst Irish residents of all degrees 
Who h'ved in England — friendly refugees: 
Penal inflictions, and sever* privations. 
Hostile to nature, and the laws of nations; 
While Erin's sons, on Gallia's northern shore,. 
Were lavishing their lives at Aginantri/ 

T\i Eleventh, enthroned^ a youth of manners vbSA^ 
Became, in name, a sovereign, when a child: 
Born heir to kingdoms which, in time, he lost. 
With life itself, when wayward fortunes crossed 
The path of Destiny : his fate severe. 
From sympathy, deserves the sigh and tear; 
Though, for onr nation's welfare, sire or son. 
No good, efficiently, had ever done ; 
But, like their predecessors, gave the reins 
Of power to despoti-- and to Ireland, ehalaa.. 
Laws were enaeted ; but their harsh provisions- 
Were only framed to propagate divisions 
Between the natives, and to give th' ascendant 
To every needy, Eng'lish-born dependant; 
For still the la^t tiiat came was most befriended. 
Most oberiflbed, fostered, fkvoared, recommended;. 
And every swarm that landed on our shore, 
Bx>lled, wave-Iike, on the hosts that came before ;. 
Till each, for many a day, like breakers tost 
On Erin's rooks, were dashed to spray and bst ; 
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Or sank, like billows of a troubled Ocean, 
Amid the strife of national commotion. 

\yhen Henry Sej^ius saw his prospects lower, 
Yoi k ^ dreaded Duke,— sent hither wai d with power— • 
By luilder measures towards the native prinees, 
Atoned, in part, for many past offences; • 
And won by justice and conciliation. 
So much tlie favour of this generous nation. 
That Irish gratitude his cause espoused, 
When kindred blood the tiend of faction roused, 
To waste the land, for many a drcadfiil ilay, 
With civil war, in idl its dark array. 
The Whiie languished when Ybrk'sChampionfetf^ 
And sad for him was Ireland's last farewell. 
She, faithful to hor friends— and to her foes 
Compassionate— had few to sooth her woes; , 
By her, even friendship's semblarie* was caressed. 
And partial favoor warned ker flowing breast^ 
Because her ample heari'was sosft and kind. 
Her nature bounteous, as her noble mind : 
Large in her spirit proud, to honour prone. 
Yet never sharing goodness like lier own. 

The possessor of the English Throne,* 

For gallantries, and fierce injustice known, 
Permits our Island-feuds to spread alarms, 
Through rival enmity of chiefs in arras. 
Inhuman laws, promoting civil strife, / " 
Arc fraught with fate against the iiative's. life. 
As well as ihose of Mercantile restriction, 
Of harsh, prohibitory interdiction. 
To shackle commerce, and, by power, restrain ' 
Milesian interests, that the Pale might gain. 
Undue advantages, from Roya? bounty, ' 
When dwindled from a P/:i>0tffC<? to' a Couniy* (1(^ 
The desolating rival Englfsh factions ^ 
Created here disunion, and dt^^lracttons, 
Spreading the wasting flame among those Earl* 
That took, or felt, no interest in their quarrels ; 
While Ireland's jarring sons, with long aggression^ 
Though still divided, strengthened by oppression^ 

•Edward IV. ^' *' 

(10) 
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And might haye.been,-. of fpreigtt influtnc^, fre^ 
Had tthioii urged tbeoi/on to JuWty ! 

The Fou/ieeniA^ioepteTed M en arcli* Ireland's Lord, 
A moral monster, by mankind abhorred, 
Ascends, through kindred blood, the throne of ^te, 
And,darea ihe vengeance of inpending fate. 
From such a wrctob, could Ir«lMid hope for ^«od?- 
In minrl so base, there lived no gralilude— 
No genllc quality, to tame his nature, 
And give dcfortuity a inilUer feature. 
His tyranny was shorty ypt i^i^bat remainB 
On record his .deedfl--Oiirkl««OQliiplaias^ . 
Was narrow-minded policy, at best. 
Directed tow'rt'N a Lnnd so much distressed. 
The Royal Muriioi cr ends his short career . , 
At Bosworth ficid, without one pitjfipg tear ; 
And Tador's, ancient pavWio^Bn&li race, 
\tk Rlebmond's .Lord, assnpep his regal |l ic e. . 

The FtY^eeni/i polGhiSitc* and Seventh Harry, 
United Faction?, when he deigned to marry. 
Yet proved of Husbands, not in Iov9, the kindest. 
Nor yet, in parsimony's wisdom, blindest-: 
LtmemtruM, by legitimate descent, 
Tudor, in blood, l&.artful mcMWirob'bifliit 
The rival Roses in connubial ties, 
Thoui:;ii not in all its tender sympathies. 
Colonial Ireland more the Vorktata loved, . 
And, to their interests, strict adberenoefMro(?ed,. 
In memory of their friend and advocate, 
^^ ho met, at fight, the hero's iaie. 

TlfroMi^h this adhesion — Tudor's jealous power 
Grew slowly here, — and, in an evil hour. 
Imposture even tltreatened to detiiroue. 
The reigning prince, through prowess not its own* 
This brought upon the Palc->now l^s became. 
Than half a proviooe, Henry's vengeAri doom: 
The Irish Colony, in Erin schooled 
By Royal edict — henceforth must be ruled. 
By genuine English Governors, to awe 
The Rebel Lords, with stricter British Law, 



* Richard HI. Edward V. is passed over nn- 
fioticed intentionally ; bis reign being merely nominal. 
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Psym'ngs, the Knight of legislative fame, 
iSupporting Tudor's interests, hither oame ; 
And lawq arf» passed — and other !aw<; onacted, 
NYhile power coniniands that suchshould be respected: 
Ail uiUces of 8tate and civil station, 
With right Episcopal within the nattoo, 
To new-oome favourites of the Prince, are given. 
While Anglo-Irishmen, from places driven. 
Become more wedded to the native manners. 
And braver soldiers under Irish banners. 
In sooth, the Pale, by slow, unseen degrees 
(Shot out from Bin^land by dividing seas) 
Had Irish grown, m manners, customs, laws, 
Tjan2;uao;e, and drcs<?, from motive, choice, and oause, 
Even from Plantagenet's more splended days. 
But chiefly from Carttarvon's passive ways ; 
Tea, insomacb, the Pale had, through declension. 
To narrow bounds oontraeted, on th' Ascension 
or Richmond's Heir; and then had scarce ejtisted. 
If native bravery had hut willrd, or listed. 
Heroic Bruce, though thv>artedin designs. 
Broke down the barriers of the English Lines, 
And left the weakened Colony exposed 
To native inroads, timorously opposed. 

Oar rental Lord^&nd soon our King, 

Succeed;-! his sire* — of vico the putrid springs 
The liend ot cruelty, debased with lust — 
A murderer, ttainea with orhnes, yea, more unjust^ 
Lawl e s i" despotio— treaetterooi^— and inhuman. 
Than ever loved — or perseouted— woman : 
The slave of passion — tyrannous as Nero: 
Vain as Mark Anthony — a tiltinfr hero. 
Devoted to his pleasures and ambition. 
Even at the risk of horrible perdition. 
His monstrous deeds by History are enitdlod,— 
They live in blood— and need not be re-told. 
Further than what concerns my present theme. 
My country's wrongs and e:rievanoes supreme. 
The wicked Author ol the txefurmation^ 
Assaibthe Irish Choroh with innovation; 
And all our Monasteries, in ttme^ rednoe^. 
For sordid ends, corrupt, and venal uses ; 

* Henry VIIL 
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And sedulously gtrives to propagate, 

His own Supremacy, throughout the State ; 

But this our pious Clergy nobly spurned : 

And '< Faith's defender/' with indigiianee bnrned. 

Resolving through our missive ptrSniDen^ 

To make the Irish fur ueir Faith repent. 

Xjord Gre7 — the same unfortunate Lord Grey, 

Who soon was summoned by the wretch, to pay 

The forfeit of his life, was ordered over. 

With ample powers, by Catharine's faithless lover. 

To lore the nation under base protection, 

By specious means— or bind it to subjection. 

With artful policy, and prom!<;pd favour, 

The ruthless tyrant tried each sly endeavour, 

To win th' ailefianoe of the native princes ; 

While, to his Snglish subjects, he eviooes 

A stern authority, unjust and cruel. 

By blocks, by gibbets, and devouring fuel. 

A Parliament, submissive to his will, 

The Pale possessed— resolved throuorh every ill. 

To bear him out, whatever might betide, 

And gratify bis overweening pride ; 

But Ireland of his treachery had her share. 

When brave, illustrious, denizened Kildare, 

With all his bouse, and all its noble Earls, • 

\Vere fatally exposed to pains and ])erils, 

Through one ra^ih act of filial vengeance taken. 

In desperate valour, when by hope forsaken. 

Our Island felt most sensibly, the shock 

Throughout sensation, when the murderous block 

Deprived her of the gallant Geraldines (11^ 

By covert Hatred's vile, malicious means* 

Our Abbeys sunk, and on their ruins rdse 

The battlemented palaoes of foes. 
Who claimed their portion of the holy spoil. 
Because they shared the sacrilegious toil 
That levelled low, our sacred institutions, 
And gave God's altars to the worst pollutions. 
Henry, at heart, more knavish than fanatiu, 
A desperate despot, lawless and schismatii^ 
Gave to religious politics inflections. 
That plunged our country into strange distractions: 
Wild, jarring creeds, polemic wars produced. 
That roused the angry passions, and infused 
Seetarian prejudice,. which grew and strengthentd. 
As Time, with annual Itnks^ nisdark ohainlengthene« 
(73) 
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riie 8ti i|>ling king,*— the puny, sceplr^d hoy. 
Assumes the erinine« while his frioiuls employ 
The foree of power, and all their sabtle art. 

With doctrines new to«abjugate the heart; 

And while Fanaticism, minds, subverts, 

A civil policy, base, exerts 

lU Bordiii wile^, our state to undermine, 

fiv striking at die r(M>t af Honotif's Una; 

Toe vile ^uegestions of a Somerset, (12) 

Whose deed;} prolengthened Erin's sad r^ratf 

For Anglo-Irish Butler's race betrayed, 

And doomed to death by poison'^ baneful aid; 

While native sympathv lamented sore 

TV anttmely fate of duped, deceived O'More ! (13) 

The Old Religion, reverend in its form. 

Rouses its energies to stem the storm 

Of young, enthusiast, newborn, modern zeal, 

And choo?es for her ciiampion, Shane O'Neill. 

lie risei^, in \m majesty^ and shaken 

His formidable terrors, while be makes 

A desert rnund him, in his detestation 

For all the advocates of reformation. 

Then fir-t the flames of holy war began, 

Between two modes of faith, tliat man and man, 

])ivided, in opinion, from each olherj- ■ 

Might foster prejudioe in friend and brother. 

Religious zeal then lighted up its fires, 

With heated passions, and devout desires. 

Fanned by the winds of .Superstition blind. 

And bigot Ignorance to plague mankind. 

Mary the First, liiat first, a sceptred Maid, 
With royal power the jaud of Britain swayed. 
With oth or motives, to the throne, succeeds, 
VVhile Reformation languishes, and bleeds. 
She wields the sword of keen rclalialion, 
And punishes with stem discrimination. 
Reflecting back her father's cruel < i ime^ 
And shadow ing out a picture of the times. 
When Smithticld blazed, and Tyburn's fatal hi}l^ 
Exposed the victims of a tyrant's w ill ; 
The object different, but th' effect the same. 
Whether the tnstrament was hemp, or flame* 
Rut Mary's conduct, doomed to execration, 
By those who deemed it worthy of damnation, 

» Sdward VI. 

(74) 
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Possesi«es qualifying, half-redemption, 
When Reason yields the motive for exemptrun 
From itelf-willedy aelf*ifnbruted criminality, 
Her bloody sire's predominating quality. 
This persecuting Princess hath been blamed 
Beyond demerit, through such guilt, acclaimed. 
In after-times a privilege more inhuuiau. 
Than ever stained this crime-avenging woman. 
When Innooence and Truth, without a cause, 
Becane.'tbe martyrs of Draodnic laws 
Where covert Cruelty's assassin -hand, 
Desti oyed in secret under liigh command. 

Had Mary been a Neophyte of faith 
Of modern I'irth — by infamy, a wreath 
Of liissiiiij; Gorgon snakes, around her head, 
Had not been twined— witli lear-inspiring dread 
Her ancient creed — obnoxious to the new— 
Reforming critics on her memory drenv;. 
And obloquy its darkest shadow cast 
On nil her active measures, first and !a*?t; 
While venal writers— puflfcd with new devotion^ 
To suit the times—distorted every motion 
Of 'pb^ver exeetfiive that appertained * 
To Mary's deeds, alas I too deeply stained ! - 
And much too indefensible for truth 
To palliate or approve; or yet to smooth 
With florid diction, such as partial Hume 
Has, later crimes be-gtossed, with verbal bloom. 
One act of rigid justice man lamenta 
(For which the heart of sympathy relents) 
In Dudley's fate---and hapless T^ady Grey, 
Whom filial love from duty taiijiiii to stray. 
When sires, ambitious pf ascendant power, 
Unwilfully destroyed life's Uoomin|; flower, 
■In blushing youth, by tampering with the laws. 
And yielding power^ for punishment, a cause. 
Yet shall the deed deserve our execration. 
If public justice stamps witli condemnatioa 
Usurped authority, and regal names 
Fahely assiuin6d--^ihe right another Claima^' 
A mMer siorUiee than that required 
Had been more laudable, and more admired ; 
But those were times of aspect grim anf] «tcrn 
When man, from tyranny, had most to learo. 

END OF CANTO I. 

(75) 
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J. 

Divine Religion ! Gnkling Star of Truth ! 

Bybonntpou'^ heaven fir?t wafted from abov^ 
When Nature, smiiing in priraevai youth, 

Received thee as the boon of sky-born love : 
With Faith jser^bic, i^d the geiitle dove 

Of Peaoe, tboi| ou^tst to oirffated m^. 
His moral fifooltMt of imiid to move. 

When human reason in the soul begailf 
To teach his spirit, in ita new abode. 
To cherish Hopei tfQd|>raise Creatiyn s Gpd^ 

H. 

Beneath tliy giiyiiiee« nrheii Ihe.iforld fias young, 
Tn happy ianooetiee remained mankttid ; 

Thy golden precepts dwelt on every tongue. 
And virtue ruled the empire of the mind : 

But man grew haughty, insolent, and blind, 
In course of tioie^ and loved, and practised sin, 

Ponook thy ways, md UiMy r^ngiiied 
To sordid passions purity within : 

Forf:;etful of thy dictates, and forsaking 

The paths of virMious Xr.ajUi, fior ^dc^-makifig. 

nr. 

And much has man been jputiishcd tor his crimes. 

Since, from thy guardianship, he turned aside. 
To follow vile propenntiei^ iH times. 

When earth-born vanity created fcido^ 
In eyil hour, his ener2:ies to guide, 

And lead Ambition through the ways of vice. 
The empire of creation to divide. 

Where Inore lured, or rioto oonid entice; 
God's image only seemed impresBed on gold. 
And Virtue, for it» take^ iw«B pav.|iQd or wU* 
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IV. 

Concupiscent desires of sordid sense 

Usurped the tbrone of R«eason, and sobdued 
The realm of RigbteousDMs, in whose defence 

Were sacrificed the remnant of the good; 
Pre5umptunvis Infidelity imbrued 

Its impious hands, in hallowed, saintly blood. 
While brazen-fronted x\rrogaoce pursued 

The ebbing tide of Faith's reeeding flood ; 
Till Fagtnisni overspread the earth, 
Andgave, to AUse Religioo, fieodplike birth. 

V. 

Then holy Abram heard the heavenly call, 
In far ClialdeBy where, in Ur, he dwelt; ' '[ 

The last sanrifing Phttriaroh IVoiii the fell, 
Whose knee to Babel's idols never knelt : ^' 

He heard the parent voioe of -Godt Add felt ' " 
, Abhorrence at the sinful ways of men, 

Finding his bosom with devotion melt, 
Then fled with Faith, to plant its stem again, 

Afar to westward, where remote it grew, 

Through Israel's seed, Co flourish for the Jew/ 

VI. 

O'er Canaan's brief and limited domain, 

The light of revelation only shone, 
While heathen doctrines, with their rites profane, 

Spread lurid darkness Gentile nations on : 
The sun of Truth diwne, that rose npon . 

The land of Israel, had to eastwara set ; 
From other climes, its beaminess was gone, 

Where once it blazed, and ni^ht clouds linger yet. 
O'er Asia's continental nations wide. 
The dire eflfect of vice and human pride. • • 

VII. 

The Hindoo worshipped in his mystic caves,' ' 

The generative principle of things, Boodhtt ; 
In Cathay*, Superstition's votive slaves 

Devotion paid to Chan-ti, Tien, or Fou : 
Absurd philosopliy, disciples drew. 

False seienee to pursue, where Chaldee sage^ 
Their Astrologio horosoopes once threw 

The barbarous practice of those gloomy ages; 
When vague astronomy's yet doubtful ray, 
Led, halt-eniightened. Learning's sons astray. 
(78) J China. 
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VIII. 

From eastern dimes, the mystic worship passed. 

To Egypt, with it"? gods and pf?i!;an rites : 
Greece mystified, ia tunij and Rome, the last, 

Saw heathen truth through mystery's dubious lights, 
Inhaman Orgies, that the sense affrights. 

Through gloomy years of ignorance, prevailed. 
Till with mytbofogy's beclouded nights. 

Of misty shadows past, new day revealed, 
The promised sun, to brighten Christian climes, 
Whose light shall blaze effulgent through all times. 

IX. 

Meek CbrTstianilj ! with thee retnmed, 
The pnre-religion of celestial spheres. 
Which man received, ere he his error mourned. 

When Eve, our mother, shed regretlul tears. 
Throughout a lite of penitential years, 

ruui Paradise and bliss, uii outcast driven, 
To feast on sorrow, and, on eoueh of fesrs^ 

To dream of death, the punishment of heaven; 
Inflicted on herself and all her seed. 
Till man's atoning Saviour-God should bleed. 

X. 

The Christian Creed enjoms, that every brother - 

Should be, in love and harmony, combined. 
As Christ ordained and willed, with one another. 

Like friends, in warm alFeotion, intertwined. 
Ah me ! v>-c fo]}o\\ not the precept kind, 

01 our Redeemer, or his high command, ' 
To love each other, when, alas ! we find. 

That all neglect, what all roust understand : 
1 he law of God, so plain, and simply spoken. 
Which Christians oft nave read, and oft have broken. 

XL 

Behold your deeds, ye cross-believing nations ! 

With shame reflect on what your crimes have done. 
Witness the harvest of your desolations. 

In gofre, deep-orinisoned, where, in streams^ hasrun 
Your brethren s blood, all votaries of the son 

Of Righteousness, who, for your sakes, atoned 
The wrath of heaven, that you, and we, might shun 

Eternal dealli, where fiends their fate have mohned. 
In flames uiicjuenchable, the flames of hell. 
Condemned, to which, by Adam's crime, we fell. 
(79) 



XII. 

The fields 0f Christendoin are spread before you, 
WhereChristian spears have lavi»hedChriiBtHuihlood^ ' 

Oh! think ye of the crime, to battle bore you 
Ye worse than Infidels! and ?iew the flood 

Oi kindred life-streams, shed by hardihood. 
Might shock the most barbarian, Paynim land. 

Where Gospel Thith Jias spread do leaf or tHid. 
To shame the handiwork, of God's right hand;, 

That knew the right, yet consciously defied, 

The saored oause for which a Saviour died. 



XIII. 

Of Holy Wars, hv Christian zealots nlanned. 

We've heard sultciently—vea, beara with ^rie^ 
How fierce fanatics drenched the Holy JMna, ^ n 

With bl<>od of Infidels : How many a cTiieC. V j 
(Because he entertained a false belief) ' ' 

His fellow mortal for Religion slew. 
To stain the christian hero's uuneful leaf, - ' 

And stamp the bigotist, in oolours true, 
That sought rendwn, in such a ornel iniiniier* ' ' 
To Faith's disgrtoe, behind the red<bross banner.' ' 

XIV. 

Fanatic cruelty, by heaven detested. 

Deserves, of all, the general execration : 
By man presumptuous, and with jiow^r ilivested^ 

Should innocehoe Sustain bis indignation, 
Or hateful enmity ? because salvation. 

Exclusively, he boasts, to bid defiance. 
To every fellow-:nan of God's creation, 

That claims not brotherhood in Faith's alliance; 
Or dares observe His ereed with dna respeet» 
As oonscienoe |^ides» «nd reason should direet 

XV. 

•ijH. Should sol f-sufiicient mortals tyrannise 

O'er those, to Nvhom, has never been revealCIl^ . • 
The sacred truth that opens to the skies *' ' l 
''^A Tista, from the igrtorant concealed ? 
Should Bigotry its ^ant fktdhion i^ierd, 

With murderous veil^eancc, nations to destroy ? 
Becaus • thpy bear not Fiiith's protectihg shield. 

And sword of persecution, to annoy ' '.' 

Those unillumined children of the earth, " 
To whom -Religion gave no second birth. 

(90) V"' 
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XVI. 

The Mo«!cm worshippers in Pnlesfine, 

The crosiered, christian pili:;rinis persecuted ; 
Deeming their barbarous tyranny diviuc, 

When vengeance, on the oross, they executed ; 
So pagan Rome essayed to see «l|Mrooted, 

The Vine of CliffiatiMHy, in vain, 
Believing all her pimis work wpW ?=nitrr!, 

To please her Gods and Goddesses profane : 
Each practised cruelty, through superstition, 
Bot^OMMd not, like the Christian, to perdition. 

As did Ibbkia^s ibHane 

Beyotfd th^ Atlantic main, in ColoiCa hand. 
Who, thtvarting conscience, thnt Hi^^panian Dons 

Might grasp at wealth, vvilii avaricious band, 
Litpersecution's faggot-firing brand, 

The inoffensive Inditii f6 isonsomei 
Alleging that they ettoe nt fteaveti's eoanmotd. 

And sanctioned by the papal see of Rome, 
To plant the Ffiith^ in blood, be}'ond the main, ' 
Where sordid sinners worshipped golden g{|in. 

God't Image, Btatn^ with Ihisaitaenlis divine. 

Seems ftiiMtratitive to the ZealbCb eyes. 
When iDfie#sstteaebes bigots to define 

The price ofTiUcrc'p death. doomed saerifiee* 
The venal heart explores, beneath the skies, 

A dearer object, for its warm devotion. 
In yellow ore, thait noVes more sympathies 

Of votive souls, than He "who roles the Oeean, 
The Earth, and Heavens ; that sits^opieme Above, 
And views-the workiofB of nian's sordid. loVe. 

Gain in the glitterinn^ Deity, that claims 

More universal worship from mankind, ' ' - 
In every land, than these ezMltieil'lianies 

WhioQ F)tilh:fifst blazoned on the Virgin mittd. 
Religion now, monoculous, or blind, 

The hallowed steps of sanctity pur<;ueR, 
Where wealth attracts, and molten Molochs find 

Their venal worshippers ol golden views: 
The remnanVdf the just are few; aad'irare. 
Who teverenee'stlll Critatlon^ Odd, in -prayer ! 
(81) 
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XX. 

For one misguided, telf-deceivintf aortal, 

That thinks his own the only Christian Creed, 

Ten tboufsand enter in at Mammon's Portal, 
The devotees of Avarice, humble-kneed : 

Fanaticism sees its victims bleed. 
With pious satisfaotioii ; yet how lew, 

HaTeperiahed by its power, in rash nuideed. 

Compared to hosts whom faith's pretenAn slew; 

To gratify their lawless lust for plunder. 

With tire and faggots : flaming swords and thunder. 

XXL 

And there be ouitin^ Hypoerlteip that make 

A mockery of Religion — saints who trade 
On godly goods, who watch, and pray, and wake, 

To people heaven with souls— that priests, well-paid. 
May fatten on credulity — betrayed 

By Pharisaic sanctity, whose kindness. 
Is not Samaritan, the wretch to md, 

Bttt lead the sightless, with the hand of blindness ; 
Or practise pious falsehood, to deceive, 
For selfish ends, the dupes that dare believe. 

XXll. 

And worse than Infidels in faith are tliose, 

Who own the cross, yet cavilling disagree 
On points of doctrine, minds to discompose, . 

And foster prejudice, too blind to see 
Its latent errors, ^vhatsoe'e^ they be ; 

And yet contemning all that dare profess, 
Such modes of faith as differ, in degree. 

From that which marks its ultra-saintliness : 
Religion ! maoh abased ! bow tora and rent. 
Have been thy robe, «ad chaste habiliment ! 

x;xni. 

Beneath thy specion<^ mask, what fraudful guile. 

Have Hypocrites deceitful perpetrated. 
In this oppressed aad persecuted Isle, • . 

Which, for her faith has been depopulated 1 
Yes ! she, to doctrines pure, who consecrated. 

The holy Altars of tne Christian's God, 
Like him, by cruel men, was immolated, 

And scourged by Reformation's ruthless rod; 
When Christianity exchangod her dress. 
For fashions now, in days of good Queen Beu/ 
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Of ftU the evib that oar Isle aeeorsed. 

This hroo|;ht the meet mali^nt in their kind. 
Productive of ealamitiee, the worst, 

That ever pressed on Erin's suffering mind; 
Alas! it came, how like the Sanuei wind. 

With death aud danger on iu stormy wins. 
To sweep our lovely «lds, and leave behind, 

A desert wild, on which night sit and sing, 
The Muse of Memory, to the Harp of woe. 
The dirge of Freedom's^ final overthrow. 



Erin, my country, mother of distress I 
The tide of th}' misfortunes, all confps'^, 
Was great in tiux and retiux, since the time, 
.When hostile Saxons came with craft and crime. 
To sow the seeda of ennity and hate. 
In wide dissemination, o'er thy state. 
The filial strangles of thy ohildrcn proved, 
How dear their country, and how much beloved I 
How proud their spirit, and their sense of rights 
Evinced in many a Iruitless, bloody fight I 
Vietim of wrongs ! fowr J^mdred y^or* hadsl tiioa 
Mnsed o'er thy miseries^ with dejected brow : — 
Thy fertile fields the prey of lawless strangers; 
Thy gallant sons exposed to ceaseless dangers. 
And thou, thyself, in widowhood, repjmng, 
O'er cruel deeds ui faithless man's designing; 
Yet what were all the safferings thon hadst anownj 
Before Eussabstb possessed the throne 
Of persecubi^ England, when compared 
To those severer destinies, prepared 
For thee and thine, when TuDon's bigot rage 
Resolved, exterminating war to wage - . ' 
With holy faith,, and aU that heaven loved besl^ ' 
For qualities divine npon thy breast? 
A horror of the past assails my mind, 
When Memory wakes the doings of mankind. 
Among thy scenes of beauty, armed with strife, 
Against religion, liberty^ aud life. 
Faint were thy struggles. Matron! heretofore. 
Compared to those, unvanquished valour bore. 
To shield the cross of Christ from impious hands, 
When Perseoation spread her ranrdererous bands, 
(83) 
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Of nad, reforming myrniidiutt tbroad. 

To tlim thy folds^ wad wMte the House 4if God. 

Ah me ! >Yliat blood \va> lavislied, to sustain 
The ancient faith from ('(uil pollutio[)'s stain 
What thousands perished tor Religion's sake ! ' 
To injured bema, a boloe«iiit to nake^ 
For crimei oomaiitted by ianatie raaeiNir, 
That left thee only Hope's sustaining am^ior. 
Which Catholic Christianity had given. 
When man's Redeemer oped the ^tes oi heaven i 
But, Royal Martyr ! why should I prolong 
With stahbom faoff^ the tenoor of my song ? 
When these are known by all, who wish to know, 
The causes and eflfeots of all thy woe; 
In fine, the fruitful and infernal source 
Of Erin's wretchedness, and what is worsts. 
The loss of empire, liberty, and honour. 
First darkly flowad, li avtl hour upon her. 
When to our shoffs* oor Uandt to unblessb 
Like loousti^ oasie the Neophytes of Basa^ 
Darkeninj^ our moral atmosphere with ills, 
Of gloomy aspect to be-cloud our hills. 
Full of new fajth, with Reidrmation armed, 
ELuea^ pinions, with dcsialjon itiramad, : 
Resorted hither eigefly to plMiA 
The seeds of Dootrines Bess was fain to grsat 
To this iU-faied land, that but despised. 
The Royal favour, and the schemes divised, 
To propagate in Ireland's C&tholiu nation, . 
A new Religion of maa'a fiibrisalioi. 
To strengthen which the pioai^ filffai Queen 
Sent persecution, ired with naoorous spleen, 
To clear the soil, and water well with blood. 
The g;round ibr crop, so new, so puro, so good, 
And fruU-producing j but we must lament, 
For thee, my country, Tonoafi wane intent, 
Who forged in hell, her penal ahaini^ to bind Ifaee j 
With terrible maohiMB.'to bray and grind thee : 
Tortures lor conscience, and the Rtrong actiUary 
Of hypooritip oaol, and pious laiUery ! 

O'Nbiu^ O'GoMMom, Dbsmovo, and O'Moeb, 
like ohaawioBa fought thy freedom to restore ; 
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Yet thou, and we, tost Ireland! live to rue 
Thedeeds of Grey — Mountjoy— and fierce CarBw; 
Names, that, in blood, indeliWy are written. 
Upon thy heart and memory, sorely smitten ! 
I'iiat virtue, not of earth, but heaven-descended. 
Which should, for excaUence, have most oommeoded 
Our sires to their tormentors : faith dtviiie, 
Promoted Ireland's oational decline. 
When selfish zpalo(« prowled, Uke beasts of prey 
On all things Catholic deemed — and swept away 
Religion irom our shores, that long had thriven 
Upon oar 8oil'->the purest under heaven, 
The altars of a Christian Saviour vanished, 
When MAMMON'ssons, God's sacred worship banished 
From Sanctity's abode, to plant a creed • 
Of man's invention, with internal speed. 
Upon the ruins of our holy fanes. 
That strewed their fragneats wide o'er many plains ; 
And still their frowning, broken members stand, 
Demanding vengeuioa ofi the spoiler's hand, 
That left the altar priestless — and the priest. 
An outcast fugitive, that wolves might feast, 
And ravening Rapine desolate the told 
Of andent ftitb, for plunder and for gokl: 
That blood-desiring Vultures might be fed. 
And Van^pires battea on the saintly dead I 

They who have seen the pictures of distress, 
Sketclied by the agents of inhuman Bbss,(1) 
In frightful colours, have .portrayed these timee, 
Of impious sacrilege, aad nameless orimes. 
When Ireland, one vast sepulchre presented — 
O'er which the Ghost of Freedom long lamented: 
A law for every land beneath the sun. 
Nations iiave claimed, and given, save ouiy one, 
Our wretohed Island, paramount .in woe, 
High heaven, has- seen by tyrants humbled low. 
Where nature's cries for mercy were unheeded. 
And man, in vain, against injustice pleaded ! 
Yes I well I know a country that has borne 
Stu: hundred years of tyranny and scorn. 
With patience praotised in the Stote Art^ ' 
Sustaining life with energy of heart; 
Within whose Ocean bcunds the Spoiler's power 
Fell damply on her brea^ with mildew shower, 
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Blighting her fertiJe landscapes all that time; 
To widen Desolation's desert clime. 
Curs'd with Misgovernmeot, aod all its ills 

Condpmned to suffer from despotic wills : 
Traduced, despoiled, insulted and malif^ned 
Crushed by OppreEsion — mortiiied in mind, 
-Would Reason's cool dispassionate Advocate, 
Suppose that Erin's were a happy state, 
Under the cruel, merciless donmion 
Of those that first for country — then opinion. 
Scourged with a Soorpion lash our noble Nation, 
To drive her on to acts of desperation, 
Tiiat Rapine's sons might revel on her ciiaruis 
And Amioe eonqner by the right of arms ? ' 

Why ta!k of Helots? why of Ne^oSlaTes? 
While Ireland ?']t=i amid th' Atlantic waves, 
Chained, like Andromeda, by iawlrss power, 
For iron-hearted monster to devour; 
Till some intrepid Firsrits sets her free. 
And slays the ferine dragon of the sea» 
Which loves to torture, not destroy, its prey. 
That life more tardily may ebb awav ; 
Shame on thee Britain ! that so long has prided 
In demon arts that, Ireland's sons, divided ! 
Shame on thy vaqnted honour > Empress Queen ! 
That long, on us, hast breathed thy love in spleen ! 
Thy pompous statesmen, in their fine orations. 
Proclaim thee " Glory of surrounding Nations;" 
But art thou generous, liberal, kind, or just. 
To those who, in thy honour, place their trust? 
A mongrel Nation, formed of many a rnoe, 
Whfeh History, in its features, can retraoe ; 
Without antiquity, or ancient farne^ 
Known but to Moderns by an uncouth name ; 
Such country, near a ^ireater, must be jealous 
Of high nobility—and none need tell us. 
That sooh a. country in a prosperous state. 
Will not be overbearing in her hate. 
To those whose greatness waked her envious ire, 
Ere yet she dared to artR or nrm? aspire. 
A crourlung State that oi'len clianged her Masters, 
And bore, with tameness, multiplied disasters. 
From every prowling, predatory band. 
That chose to spoil and desolate ber land : 
(86) 
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A mixed community of barbarous strangers, 
By fierceness nerved to brave the front of dangers. 



To kindred States -for instanoe, take the Romao, 
That ^rew, from every runagate outcast^ 

'Tis true, a mighty empire at the last. 
Yet semi-barbarous still, and marked with traces 
-Of all its ancient^ hybrid, scoundrel races. 

^ Kot so my country, beauteous in ber tearsi, 
Th it wears the laurels of t/iree Htntiand yfon, 
Ah/ sian Irish still, through all events. 

And wondrous still for native monuments; 
Her freedom and her faith she nobly cherished, 
While rival hosts in valorous conflict perished; 
Till Saxon otinning duped her by degrees, 
And Pictish Faith confirmed the fates' decrees; 
Yet still her sons survive extermination. 
Still virtually she lives, the Irish NATfOBT, 
And still do millions of her youth inherit 
The ancient, lofty, proud, Milesian spirit. 
Britain, that novr, in Zenith of her glory, 
Divides her power 'twixt rival WhigwsiA Tuy, 
Has grown, like Rome in miniature, a Queen 
Imperial, but with less of regal mien, 
Like Rome, in cruelty, she has delighted, 
Xike Rome, her baneful breath has Freedom blighted 
And, like that despot Arbitress of Nations, 
She purchased infamy and execrations 
From subjugated State8» that knew ber bes^ 
In bloody robe of persecution dressed. 
But not in Clemency's angelic Stole 
Or Truth-like shining through a generous soui. 
Why is it thus ?— And ^hy has Britain tried 
By oruel rneans^ to govern and divide 
A people, liberal as the bounteous Sun, 
And brave as ever sunshine smiled upon ! 
Steady in loyal ty^-faithful to their trust- 
In manners hospitable, kind, and just — 
Courteous to strangers, even to a crime-ji 
Their country, of the vrorld, the dearest dime : 
To laws amenable— to justice prone, 
Though to their prejudice (2) and early knoWB 
To worship honour with sincere devotion, ~ 
And give the heart to Love's devout emotion. 
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Courageous in the field — and slronf;; in fight; 
Yet, blending greatness with superior might. 
They never triumphed cr'er a fallen foe, 
Not dealt, inhumanly, a treacherous blow. 
When vaoquiBhed enemies, wbo bravely fought, 
The life'SUStaining meed of mercy sought : 
Oar princes lived, orpcrlslied, with tlieir crowns,- 
Thcy followed Glors-. scorninrr Tot tune's frowns; 
And when the Fates cast shadows on liieir way. 
They clTallcnged danger in the sanguine fray- 
Opposed, with Patriot valour, all resistanoe, 
Ekiteeroing honour dearer than existcnoe; 
For what is life, or empire, to llio Bravf. 
When Glory's radiance plays not round his grave. 

Devoted l^he Muse and tender Lyre, 
When Peace had chastened War's impassioned fire,. 
The gilWd, Irish warrior sweetly sang, 

In vocal cadence, to his Harp well-strung. 

The feats of Heroes, and the strife of shield^. 

To calm Retirement's vallep, woods, and liclus, 

Breathing a plaintive recoltective moan. 

O'er wires that waked to Memory's meltmg tone. 

T!ic earth is wide in bouttds, and Obean boaais» 

Of numerous nations round her subject coastS t 

Yet billowy oceiin never laied the sliorc — 

Of land 80 great in cxcoHcncc, before — 

So wondrous, strange, .so eminently gifted, 

Witli attributes of genius, nobly lifted 

Above the neighbouring world, that slept around her^ 

When Fame and Gh^ry with their wreaths, had 

crowned her. 
Our CcMintry, placed ainid her bright, green waves. 
Was then the laud of freemen— not of slaves : 
The seat of Learning, ere its heavenly light 
Broke elsewhere, in the West, on mental night: 
Ours were the Isle — the Era — and the age, 
Ol Tard, Philosopher, and reverend Sage, 
And alt that merits primogenial claim, 
To intellectual eminence and fame, 
Before our radiant day of science broke. 
In dawning lustre,' oil those realms, that woke - 
From slumbrous if^norance, at Erin*s call. 
And threw aside the soul's obscuring pall. 
Here long had civil History truly traced, 
Our classic nation midst the watery waiiu y. 
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And lierc Chronology had noted down 
The lineal Masters of the Irish Crown, (3) ^ 
In ch'c sKfcrssion, registered in r!ivnies, 
^ Adaptfd to the country and the times, 
When PoeKy sweet, in fame-recording verse, 
Taught Grin 8 Muse-loved MinstrelSy tp reheane 
The deeds of heroes, in immortal lays : — 
The meed ofmerit breathing duteous praise* 
To many a nobie, iustre-liglitins: name, 
That brighiened Erin's Gabxy of lame. 
For Miltenary Cycles— ere upon 
The gloomy'breast of Britain, Genius sbone^ 
Or learning and philosophy could find. 
The path of science to the British mind>. 
Splendid, in majesfy, with laurels crowned, 
Our lovely, regai nation smiled around 
Od heaven's divine creations, blandly gracing 
Her beauteous landscapes worth the painter's tracing. 
While barbarous Britain, clad in shaggy vest, 
Sat lone, in solitude, like savage dressed. 
Unsunned by Genius, frightful in her wild (i ess. 
With features rude, unsoftened yet by mildness, 
Or those attractive lineaments of face 
Whieh mind illames, and science loves to trace. 

What >Yas the mighty Empress Queen of waves. 
That now a despot rules her subject slaves, 
When conquering Cajsar landed on her shores. 
With all his veteran hosts and splashing oars ? 
The parent Island of unleiiertdhmdeB, 
Trained in the exercise of spears and swords 
For pcrsnnal defence— or when ocOBsloii, 
Gave power t!i' ascendancy for fierce invasion; 
W^hen tribe met tribe with Indian-like ferosity^ 
And brutal vengeance, scorning generosity, 
Or sympathy of heart to one another ; 
Unlike the children of one common Mother, 
Whose interests nature should have intertwined. 
With nobler qualities of heart and mind. 
Nor ceased their rancour in the Held of strife. 
While superstition claimed the captive's life. 
Which ornel, inonstroos rites ordained to be 
A human vic^m to some deity-* 
False as the worship by fanatics paid 
To pa^an idols in th' unhallowed shade 

m 
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or consecrated gtora, where priests austere 

Taught ignorance, with awe, to hope and fear. 

Unbound hy tender ties llie Hritisli sire 

Trafficked m kindred blood .or fame s a liar; 

When History states, that children oft were sold. 

By BritfsA pareote, for Hibernian gold; (4) 

And Rome bears witaeSB to the ahameful trade— (5) 

The odious conimercc, practised, to invade 

The laws o/ nature and its sympathies, . 

Love's filial links, and life's domestic ties. 

Imperial Rome records the painful truth. 

That she has witnessed oft the British youth 

(Let proud and haughty Ehiglaad hear the tale) 

Exposed like cattle in her streets for sale« 

Lon^ subsequent in time to Christianity— 

A proof of Britain's savage inhuman it v, 

jn modern times, when heavenly hgiiL divine 

Began od Europe's pagan fields to shine : 

The effluent beams of God's beiiefioeiiee^ 

Shed on the world for man's atoned oifenee. 

Compared with Ireland, in those early days, 
What elaioi oan Britain urge to pride or praise? 
The Sister Islands, as the Gods have seen them. 
Comparisons were odious drawn between them ! 

Ours was a nation fated to disasters, 
Yet not, like England, to a change of mastery 
Tamely received, till England's domination 
liorded her ponderous power by Qsurpation> 
Progressively, and with oppressive swnj. 
O'er this delightful land for many a day; 
Till centrnary epochs multiplied 
Around llie sphere of wouiuied, native pride. 
Yet were our falliers of that da^itard kind, 
That reed-like bent to every hostile wind. 
And crouching' ow ncd, for peaee, each foreign yoke* 
Feeling with tearfulness each warrior's stroke. 
As felt the sons of Britain when each band 
Of fierce invader'^ visited iheir land? 
No ! envied Ireland, by Liie world admired. 
And, like to beauty's graoefol form, desired 
To trembling cowardice, the seorn of earth, 
Or shrinking dastards^ never yet gave birth: 
(90) 
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Her sons fuU often tried in bnttle-fiek^ 

Might lavteh life^ ere Valour'« heart vfould yield ; 

And never yet was other nation known. 

So prodigal of being, as our oun! 

Existence here seemed only to inspire 

The soul of honor with ethereal iire. 

To light the hero to the patriot's dooni^ 

And kindle Glory's beacon o'er his tomb : 

So high the pulse of martial bravery beat, 

With fearlo««^ rourage, w armed with fervent hea^ 

That death was sought iu preference to defeat. 

With force roagnanirooos, the daontless Dane, 

For empire strove, amid our fieldi, in fain ; 
And though opposing heroes long contended, 
The strife, in favour of oiir country, ended ; 
For what wont native independence dare, 
When freedom is the prize, or price of war ! 
No boar of slonber patriotism knew. 
While lived a dongb^ Danesman to subdue. 
And till our sires reduced their foreign foes. 
Their haughty spirit never knew repose. 
And who could loast that peace, amidst our bowers^ 
V\ as ever seen to iiap her vvmgs o'er flowers. 
In Erin's valleys, from th' ill-omen'd day 
That saw Invasion's Saxon flag display. 
Its flickering drapery in the western breeze 
That flaunted round our shores and green-wavedseas? 
Tlie Halcyon of internal quiet here, 
Denied tranquillity, and awed by (ear, 
Boilt not, in still seonrity, her nest> 
On Erin's troubled, wild, tumultuous breast, 
Nor sought her coasts, till, like her Monntain Oak, 
The ptormy wars of many iiges, broke 
Her lofty nature that disdained to bend. 
So long as power its influence could ieud. 
Nor was oor eountry oonqaered, bnt deeeived 
By false professions, which, her sons believed^ 
Were pledged in faith and honor like their ovrn. 
Though emanating from a treacherous throne* 
Alas ! our credent nation had been taught 
Full many lessons with experience fraught. 
From En|flidi masters that might roose siupioioii,. ' 
When Britain sympathised with her condition, 
(91) 
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In ail the compacts with that kmgdom made, 

TLe wrongs were ours— and Ireland was betrayed; 

Faith seemed a pledge, fit only to be broken, 
Aiul seals of fal'^ohond were the specious token. 
When 8axon irauiluienco, lor motives base. 
Deceived by treaties Erin's trusting race; 
And though, our oTt'duped nation, long deceived 
By English perfidy, false tongues believed, 
A thousand times again, yet still her heart, 
Insensible of 1ms en ess, as of art, 
Conceded coniideiice and trust to men, 
Which faith could bind not— foolishly again. 

Yet were her duped, dishonoured sons less brave 
In Britain's cause, when bound like serf and slave ? 
Allegiaoce (taught the Catliolic by his creed) 
Inspired his loyalty to tight and bleed. 
Even for a tyrant, if the Despot claimed 
A subject's duty, while his sovereign named; 
Tbe Catholic Faith strict loyalty evinces 
To all, who by " God's Grace" are ruling princes ; 
Nor can that man be catholic in profession, 
Who dares to measure duty by discretion. 
In fealty to Monarchs, constituted, 
As Kinj^, by legal birthright, undisputed. 
His rigid discipline no course allows 
Save tnat which justifies bis lawful vows 
Of liege submission to the powers that be, 
In stern, unbending, stubborn loyalty; 
And be, whose will, would point out other road. 
Than that of duty to his King and God, 
Becomes to both a rebel, void of grace. 
An outcast libertine for ^corn to trace. 
Had Catholic subjects held the reins of power 
In martyred ^Stuart's danger-brooding hour. 
His royal blood had not been madly spilt 
In harsh aloaenent for imputed guilt ; 
Nor had the Pictlsh Soots, for groats, betrayed 
Their sueptred Lord, who claimed protection's aid, 
In adverse tinif"*, from puritanic furv, 
When power supplied Uie place of Judge and Jury p 
While Anarchy, with Monarchy, at strife, 
Pbrsued frith bloodhound ihirst a sovereign's life. 
(OT) 
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Nor was it Catholicity that dyed,^^ ■.;..> 
Its sanctity, by turning regicide, ' ' * 
When Revolution's awful, civil shock ' ' ^ ''^ ' 
Brought inofeniife Bonrbitti tof tht^ block, < 
And sacrificed a mother iud a Qaeeiif'' /''I' " ' 
Beneath the all-destroying guillotinv: ' ' 
'Twas Ultra-liberaliim deluged France 
With noble blood — and raised Rebellion's I^ooe 
AgaioM Religion and its laws divine/ ''■ ' • *• ■ ' ' 
Thatofarittiuiiinrtyrir wi^ lltt iaiiitBm^ ihioe, 
Where cruelty, no more Jnigbt ezeroise ''i^ '" 
The horrid rites of human tyrannies. • ' I 
Enough is aaid, and evidenced, to prove ' ' "' A 
That ancient faith inculcates peace and lov^i ' 
With every yirtae that can. best enforce • '^^ 
Good will to men, ill ioM idteroooTM; ' ""1'^'^ * 
Unblinded by that prejudice of mind ^ : " '" i/l 
Which deals out partial justice to manktdd; *. *^ 
Looking benevolence in tainted breast, 
Lest active Charity, its heavenly guest, 
Might with aiN^flbring, fellow-uortal shttre 
Iti geneirmis'bbaiitY— should 'tte siq^Uaiit's prayer. 
From other altar than th' approved, ascend 
To man's protector, and unbiassed friend. ' 
'I he Irish Catholic, faithful to his trust, 
By fiusti oaa'^lrove this reasoning to be jost, ^ ^ 
Since Usorpatton saaetioned ReToliitfd%, ' ' : 
And gave our fiuoiee and templee to pdllfi^oMii' : 

With rigid loyalty, since William's reign. 
How patieatly resigned to wear his chain, 
HIb ponderous penal chain of tortoripg trial. 
So much requiring stoio self-denial, ' 
Has been the Catholic christian, law-exoludcd 
From every post where profit was included. 
Or honour gained, or wealth accumulated, , 
Or fame^ or dvil ^cratn^, emaoated, 
Eizcept the field— the sanguine field of glory. 
With streams of Catholic blood so often gory. 
Yes ! bigot Britain, we have fought thy fights^ 
Thou plunderer of our property and rights! 
We've shed our dearest blood that thou mightstreUTD; 
Tet have vra laviihed preoibiit'lire in vain, 
(98) «r 
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An liundr§d years ol blavery — yea, and mor^, 
Has CaUioIio Ireland penal fetters hore 
For conscience' sake ; and still the slave remains. 
For faith — not infidelity — in chains : 
A martyr, for religion, sore oppressed. 
Because her creed was old — and not addressed * 
To Mammon-worshippers — to earthly things — 
To power and profit — places — pensions — kings — 
And all that wealth and greatness might desire. 
Ambition covet— and the vain admire. 
Not negative allegiance have we shown, . , 
But positive and true, to Britain's Throne, p 
Through every change of Dynasty — and time, 
Though creed and country both were deemed a crime 
And though mendacity of venal scribes ,^ 
Compared our feudal elans to ,«avage tribes — .j 
Painting our ancei^tors grotesque and wild, ■ | 
Their morals monstrous— and their faith defiled | 
With superstitions, heatlienish, and strange — j 
Idolatrous and damnable; — no change ..^^^.^ 
Of loyal sentunent has been produced . ^ 

On us, their olTspriyg, through our sires abused ; | 
For still, like them, to heavenly hope we cling— | 
Give God his due— and duty to our King. ^ ^^j* 

Tried in our loyalty, so much, so long, '',^^1''^ 
By persecution, piracy, and wrong — .^^ 
Disfranchisement -^privations — ana exclusion- 
Intolerant bigotry— lost rights — delusion — - 
And all the arts that malice could invent, 
To aggravate the heart of discontent. 
From false professiuiks, and the ills we've boi ue. 
In civil vassalage, from Saxon scorn ; 
If loyal under all those great aggressions — ^ 
And unrepaid by favours and concessions, 
Say would the slave that lost his liberty. 
Be less a subject, denizened and free ? 
You answer, no ! for such accords with reason— 
The Helot will congratulate the season, 
That breaks his chains, with love and gratitude. , 
And feel his heart with thankfulness renewed. 
Religious liberty, for us, requires 
The civil freedom of our freeborn sires* 
(94) 
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Who never forfeited their rights, nor bartered 
Their legal privileges, by honour Qhartered> 
Till ultra-duty, to a fi!iithless prioct. 
Produced the ruin of onr fortunes, since 
That luckless hour, when Catholic Ireland b!ed, 
To shield the crown on truthless Stuart's head. 
Tao^bt by their creed to exercise allegiance, 
As liege-iBen to their king, in strict obedieoee. 
Our fathers sacrificed, at duty's calf. 
Wealth — nation— birthriglit — liberty, and all. 
To purchase vassalage and penal chains- 
Oppressive lavi's, and slavery for their pains ! 

Our patriot nnoestors most noU^aoted 
To him, whom perjured Britons disrespected. 
Though svrorn, in fealty, to guard his throne. 
And tender loyalty to him alone. 
Those rebels to the laws, their king, and nation, 
Plrepnrod to fewonr foreign usurpation, 
For motives priitie, and rob their sovmign' 

Of power etccntivc, nnd right tofr-ni'crn. 
In those tempestuous times, of f^nd Tory, 

When Faction dimmed the li^ht ot regal glory ; 
As surj^, wHd Intobnnoe billow'd high — 
Sweeping from Monnroby its majesty ; 
To shun a parent's much lamented fate, 
The fearful Jamei re«!olved to abdicate, 
And trust \m fortunes to our stcfidicr Nation, 
Where fiiithful subjects tm^^A liis expectation. 
Nor were his hopes deoeived ta o«r allegianee, 
Thongb boselv duped for singular obedience; 
For he, who left his Realm without a Marter» 
Left dupes to %Titncss many a sad disaster^ 
Which to oar lot, as Royalists befel. 
For which injustice has no parallel. 
Oar opantry, for iideltty and honour. 
Had manacles and fetters bomid upon her; 
And ancient Faith, with persecuting brand. 
Was hunted like a monster fi*om the land ; 
Because we kept oar vow8, by heaven appointed, 
In sbielding as we ought, our king anointed, 
Af ainst & pseudo-prince who dared to stain- 
Tha regal parjple, where bii sire shoidd reign. 
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Our patriots, after all they'd sacrificed, ... ^ ,r 
With loss of property, were disfranchised ; 
Yes ! base reward for all their brave resistance ! 
Our Chieftains lost political existence, 
In course of years, when prejudice grew stronger, 
And persecution made their slave-links longer; 
Till wrung from State necessity, at length, 
A boon was given — and Erin gathered strength : 
Th' elective franchise, every subject's right, ^| uji* 
Suspended long, by power's tyrannic might, 
Was to the Catholic citizen restored. 
When Revolution's thundering cannons roared, , . ^ 
With awful peals o'er terror-smitten France ; "* 
As far Columbia sheathed her conquering lance. 
Fear, civil fear, and dread of threatening dangers. 
Made England courteous to the "LAndofStrangers;" 
Else might our pride have been degraded still. 
Had Britain acted from her headstrong will — 
That will, so arbitrary, when it can 
Prevail o'er right, and shackle free-born man. 
In justice niggardly, from inclination, 
To Ireland's prayer and ceaseless supplication* 
Imperious England slowly has attended, 
To acts of justice towards the unbefriended. 
' Of liberal treatment — yes ! we've had a token- 
Some links from Slavery's fetters have been broken ; 
Yet still we feel our bondage and our chains ; 
And still, our civil liberty remains 

A captive unrelcased, in durance vile, f 

Too long a dungeon-inmate from our Isle, j g.. ^ 

Accursed prejudice, and bigot zeal, ;'>vi;»v. :i- i 

First forged our fetters, wrought from moral steel : ^-j; 

Fanatic artizans, in judgment blind— ^ , . 

With holy ignorance, of erring mind, • 

Employed self-interested, saintly knaves t 

To weave the web of Destiny fur slaves; 

When Mammon smiled, as smiles the Moslem Turk, 

To see his agents actively at work, 

Preparing chains for christian necks to wear, 

That Infidels might laugh— and patience bear 

Her galling bondage, with resigned submission, 

Till heaven, in time, should pity her condition. / 

Intolerant Britain, boasts of subjeots free ; 
Yes, pompously proclaims the liberty 
(96> 
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Of many states, that prop her triple Tliroac, ' 
While Irish millions und<;r slavery groao, 
For coDtoience's sake, deprived of civil freedom, . 
Beosnse their fuUi, for laore^ won't aid^ tbcm. 
Aivay vitb all thy boasted- libtraUty, 
Thoa parent of oppression and venality ! 
Forbear thy canting, Bible-spreading Britain, 
For on thy de^ds, tliy character is vyritt«i, > 
In nibrio symbois, sanguine, deep, andTed>.. 
With blood of- BHurtyite for Religion shed.- ' ' ' 
Thy venal scribes may eulogise thy namt. 
And bid the winds disseminate thy fame') - ' 

The mercenary hypocrite may write ' ' 
Thy panegvrics, bh the friend of right ; " ' « ' 
And laud toy even' jnstiBe to tlio akiei, - 
With all its fellow-feeling sympathies:; *' 
Bat 'tis too late for hireling Bards to praise thee, 
Or strive above the irowna of scorn to rai^e thet : 
The Universe has heard thy captive's cries. 
And Mar«y bids thee cene to tyrannise. 
Thy Uaok tmngftmions oUi to bdaven aloud 
For Yongoaimoon thy faead—thou Empress proud-!' 
Whose ear i*? sealed, when loyal faith demandi 
Tbc meed of right and justice at thy hands; 
And thy unbending brow of scornful look, t 
Meets meek entreaty .with tnoensed r ebnko : 
Th e Nations knoW thee now, thon^dfafwi-Qootn 
Though long thy covert works have secret been : 
Thy partial government, which men detest. 
The press has wafted to the East and West, 
As far as either Indies can extend. 
And fiur as fttal tnilh her plainii' otn aen^. 
The noble nation, which tnou hast bereatod ' 
Of liberty and rights mmt he deceived, 
. So long as thou canst practise, with iopanity, ' 
Thy wioked policy, at opporUinity, . ' 
To make the ,wo«M>doleot jkbee^ as it oi^ht, 
With all thy onmei' so ioftmously bought. " ' . 
Deceive not with professions, if, indeed, 
TIiou wouldst the cause of suffering virtue plead, 
To shield thy character from censuring nations. 
That load tl^ name vrith damning execrations. ^ 

The Christian Statesi^ ooonmtively free, " • 
With haugh^ ilidicnttioii loon to Ihoo, 
(97) 



TffE WROKQI 07 TREtAVD. 

The last of all the European lands, ii^r • 

To yipJd what justice for mankind damrads • * - 

Equality of rights to all who claim ' ■■'■'■^ 

A loyal subjects throne-supporting name i - 

Withholding power and privilages from ntm^"' V^''' 

And leaving creeds to God, and minda alone, v 

When tliu:-, to justiro, thou nrt \vo]!-i'nolill«d,' • 

With heaven-taught liberality of mind; 

And deign'st to eovern freemen aa they merits 

The just will bau thy new-eiiligfaten«d spirit, ' 

Deeming thee equitable as a nation, . 

Beyond thy own presumptuous arrogatiffll • ' -^-i 

Of present, liberal policy; while here, ■ ; ; ^ - j" ' 

The marks of persecution still appear : ' ' ; 

A chartered faction, countenanced by power—- 

A favoured Hierarchy, whose mouths devoar 

The fatness of the land of toiling slaves--- ' 

A pensioned host of peace-preserving Knaves;-** 

A Magistracy, prejudiced and blinded ' > ^ 

By cm nff judgment; — Hirelings, evilnnnde4« -'^ ^' 

Employed to soandalize, and sow sediUon/- ' ' ■ 'O 

Through lying Journals, stamped vHth self>perclition I 

The slaves, the bondmen, 1ielols« and tlieir cfaiau^ 

Remain as erst, and tyranny ftill reigns! ■■' 

And mad Intolerance, wild fanaticism. 

Religious hatred and iliiberalism, ' 

With barbarous policy, poor firm rule, 

As if the Master were abroad from school 

And sturdy students gloried in uproar. 

When reb^l Anan^y gave laws onoe more. ' v 

To judge by acts, the sous of Britain seem • ^>'' 
As unenlightened by Truth's mental beam/'' 
As when, in sovereign igjioranoe profound, ' •! ' ' 
The heretic and witch, were bailied,or drowB«jj^^o' ' 
To G^ratify the fell, fanatic fury, ■ - / v;i 

Of Zealot- Judge, and savage-minded jury, ' " 
Who though t they served theirGod by such purgation:—^ 
Oh ! barbarous thought of hell's inllitnatMm l > 
Could aught but fiends indulge so wild anotioo -'^^ 
As thitilc to honour God, or his devotion,- '■ " '"-u t' 
By aacrificing-, to the Great Creator, ' • ■: I i-ad 
The guiltless creature as an innovator, 
Wboliaply strovtt toJoviaaCe the flund, i> i i' 
And cure, with moral nem the norfead blind ! 
(98) > 
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Here penefOlioD; with, mkiuaan Uade, ^ 

Has sedalooily strove, and long essayed, 

T* exjcnninato the deeply rooted tree# 

Of Irish, Catholic Christianity;— 

Yet all in vain^ tiie scion, like the stock, 

TraaeplAsted, cIidm to Faith'i eternal roek; 

And spreads, and nourishes, and stronger grows^ 

The more the hurricane of passion blows* 

'The tree of Christi^ity, at first. 

Was by the sacred blood of martyrs nursed : 

The saintly juice, tbruunh all its branchy veins, 

Convejped fertility; as tSrough the plains, 

A fruitifying condoit ramifies 

Its healthful streamf:, t' enrich and fertilize 

Tiic meadow-land of nature, and produce, 

A croo iuj^uriant, for the Master's use: 

The Christuui Faim by perseention throve, 

Froduotive, in the fruits of troth and love ; 

And every precious drop by pagans shed 

Enriched the roots, and taught the tree to spread. 

Till o'er the Universe its branches tlirew, 

A goodly shade (or heaven's bright sun to view. 

So here oppressive tyranny manured. 
With Christian blood, Faitii's Ft'g'(re0, ail4 .iDAlured 
Its everlasting, Apostolic roots, 
Till each arborioi broiiuii, with virtue's fruits, ~ 
Was graoefnlly o'erhong like Apple-bougiis, 
By Plenty, wreathed around Pomona's brows ; 
And though this sylvan of the heavenly grove 
Was often lopped, by bigotry, to prove 
Its generative powers, yet every branch. 
That persecution pruned, its growth, to staunch. 
Renewed its vigorous strength, from being polled. 
And sent forth branchy honours manifold; 
Till all our sacred T-^land- limits made, 
A bounding circuit for its reverend shade. 
Our holy faith, how like Banyan'tree^ 
That grows in Indian forests, faiir to see : 
That re-nroduotive, vegetable Mother, 
Which, from one parent-stock, creates another. 
From every pendant bougli that hann^s around. 
When once it sympathises with the ground, 
Fr4>duoliveuc&^ again begets production, 
3y Nityre's kmdly, gcmtive mstraction ; 
(W) 
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Till, from a single tree, a fliNit gro^ 

Continuously, in fair, eoDeieDtrio rofts : 
Weaving above, between the earth and tkin. 

One of creation's richest canopies, 
Braidedwi th flowers and fruits — where wild Birds sing; 
A tree still blooming, and the pride of spring. 



In Irish soil. Sectarianism pines, ' ' 
Where Anli-Catholicity declines : * V 
Ill course of time, as it has been before, - ; , 

No other plant will thrive on Erin's shore ' ' } ' 
Than that which flourished fairest and the Bt§t, 
By saints so eberislie^. mnd bviniartyrs natscd. 
No poisonous Bohn-Upas MnatTMBih, 
Its healthful shade, its pestilence shall breathe;'' ^ 
Nor shall the Orange- Hemlock prosper long. 
Where adders may not thrive, our groves among. 
Tboii Britain cease to 'nme^l^ dif'iiaUoD^ 
Nor rob OS of the Ancnor of Aalvattdn^ ' " 
To which, with constanpy, our fathers clan^. 
Through every storm ttiat. Freedom's requipn, aUAf , 
In lamentable times, when Reformation ' ' 
Bespread our isle with death and desolation. 
If heaven hte willed 6ttr ftitb to fldnrish here, 
Pure as the light wbieb btelifiee the fephere:' 
A faith divine, descended from above, ; ' 

Breathing benevolence, and speaking love : ' ' * 
The source of all the virtues that can bless ;^ 
Maa'a hniman atste and fotnre happiness ; «i > • « 
Tk vain 4o war with God's supreme deofee^' ' " 
Or mar th* Almighty's all-sufficienoy : ' ^ 

What Providence ordains must have eiuftenoe^ - '* 
Despite of roan's impolitic resistance; "; 
And far^ aa fecU demonstrative, can- teioh - 
A stronger argnmen^ than Sophiifa tpeeeli/ ' 
The proof seems evident, that here was given, ; \ 
To Catholic faith, a seat ordained by heaven ; - ; 
Else had it perished in the stormy strife J.' 
Of hostile elemenU, at war with life, ' ' ' 
Since blind fanaticism first Begin' ' ' • 
To injure truth, eatranginj^ man from ttib* 
And veiling sooiat friendship's cheering snn ; - 
What demon acts of mischief have been done ! 
What shocking cruelties have been recorded ! ' 
For Pity's tears, what cause has been afiforded ! 
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What deeds of darkness have been perpetrated ! 

What martyred saints to heaven have been translated. 
By bigot zeal, devotion puritanic 
Intolerant prejudice, and crimes Satanic"! 
Which, were they registered, in black and v?hite. 
And chronicled, as Faith requires, aright, ' 
The horrid tale would make even Courage quakes- 
Affright the soul, find Lid the heart-stringa break. 
Yet all the sriiemes by Reformation, tried, 
Have proved abortive, on th' Aggressor's sidej 
While Ireland triumphs, In her faith tfeeure — . 
Surviving all affliction aoM endure : 
Strong, in her millions, Catholic Ireland growi 
The awful terror of her rancorous foes : 
A dastard race that, for their venal ends, 
Would drive, from earth, both God's, and virtue's 
friends; 

And, rather than forego their baneful hate 

To catholicity— would reinstate 
Disorder— anarchy— and wild uproar, 
Ere dread to witn:;ss what she was before : 
A P(aipiur/— free, as wheo ilm world begap, 
Esteemed by 6o4» and reverenced hjgh by man. 

We seek not separation from the state, . 
Which long has bound us to a penal fate ; 
We crave no more than God and nature, will 
To free-born man, heaven's object to fulfil ; 
The Irish Patriot, laithfiil to his creed, 
Detiests rebellion— and would rather bleed 
Than war with conscience — that internal agent. 
Which, o'er his honest soul, presides, as Regent^ 
With legislative wisdom, to direct. 
To constituted powers, their due respect. 
This sacred sensitive of Catholic hearts^ 
Its right'divining principles imparts. 
And teaches Hope to bear with patience here— 
Sustain distress— and punishment severe ; 
That future glory may, through self-denial. 
Confer a radiant crown, for virtue's trial. 
Where tyrants have no terrors — and where, Kings 
Lash not their slaves, with rods, and scorpion Mings. 
Never has nation underneath the sun 
Been so degraded — and, for faith, undone, 
As this once blessed Isle, by man perfidious, 
ITnder the semblance of a power religious ; 
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For Country first, our noble sins maintamed 
A lawless foe— that griped, and grasped, aad drained, 
Their national resources — ti!! the blood 
Of Erin's heart poured out iLs ebbing flood; 
lieforming Hypocrites came next, with creeds 
To propagate new faith by sbamefiil deeds^ 
That to their injnred victim clearly proved. 
That Avarice was the Idol Britain loved. 
Thp Pun/an and Covymnter cam**, 
Breathing their gospel zeal with sulphurous flame : 
With lucre in their hearts, they sought our laud. 
With God's own Book npraiaed In Dexter hand; 
Yet girt with flaming sword of Reformation^ 
To work in death, midst soenes of desolation. 

Self-interest hither pointed out the road 
To every knave and traitor to his God, 
Whom ravening Rapine sent in 4|aest of prey. 
To make our plains a Uood-encnmsoned way. 
This ^vas the Theatre, and this the sphere. 
Of ruined s|K'ndthnU and adventurous peer. 
Whom Fortune had forsaken, and despised. 
Where viee and orime had earlv naturalized. 
In that perfidious realm whieh forged cor elmins. 
And stil! for us a cruel fate ordains ; 
With Acts of settlemf^nt, and Acts of Gtmes 
With Revolution, and its motives base : 
With faithless treaties, made but to be broken— 
With specious promises, in falsehood, spoken, 
By artful rulers and ignoble prinoes^ 
In all the torpitude of fake pretences ! 
O! heaven, how wronged, abuscdjdeceived.andslighted. 
Has been our country I — and how ill-requited. 
For steady loyalty; unparalleled 
Sinoe first mankind, by virtae* were impelled 
To bear, with patience, tyrannous decree^ 
And all that despots, in their madness, please ! 
What boon of British Ju'stice do we seek^ 
Beyond what Islamism grants the Greek?, 
We ask not restitution for our laiidi^ 
Which spoliation seized with mthless hands, 
Sanctioned by power^and by injustice ui^gedj. 
To see our !-Iand-reaIm of papists purged. 
In that unholy age, when to our cost, 
Our fathers fought for freedom which they lost. 
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If equal rights be loyalty's reward. 

Why should our rulers idly disregard » 

The just appeals of Catholic supplication, 

For couiaion justice, to our injured nation ? 

We live in ctvilized and liberal timee. 

Then why should we be bondmen ? not far erimes, 

But faith immaculate — and why should laws. 

And penal statutes, furnish still a cause 

For persecution, with unfeeling riij;our, 

In all the barbarous, puritanic vigour, 

Of tioes intolerant, in fanatb ages, 

Whose deeds ensable History's modern pages^ . 

When warm, enthusiastic Neophytes 

In Reformation — seized upon our rights. 

As Corsairs takL-, perforce tlic christian's wealth, 

While blinded cuui>cience, scarcely deems it stealth ? 

Ireland has sunk full oft in population, 
Before the demon of extermination ; 

Yet still she thrives and prospers through aggression. 
And rises in her might beneath oppression: 
In spite of bonds, a Giantess she grows. 
The awful terror of her frighted loes : 
With many heads, and many willing hands, 
A proud colossal speetaole, she stands. 
For Nations t« survey, with anxious wonder. 
Til! indi^-nation bursts her chains asunder ! 
Ungrateiui Britain, mother of deceit. 
Has seen her often prostrate at her feel^ 
Humbly submissive, seeking restoration 
To rights, long pirated by usurpation. 
A thousand times has Britain heard her call. 
Re-echoed through AFV5//«i«*/^r'.y Senate -Hall; 
As frequently has power disuussed her claims. 
With cold indiiPereaoe, from the hanks of Thames, 
Now Catholic Ireland, grown, by millions strong. 
Becomes more sensible M Britkh wrong : 
She feek the consciousness of degradation. 
And censures partial, Mal-administration ; 
Yet bliii she wears a peaceable deiueaauur, [her : 
Though fallen from all which God and man have seen 
She feels her arms full strong to break her chains ; 
Yet still in passive bondage she remains. 
As she had doae for centuries gone by — 
The wretched parent of the tear and sigh ; 
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A monninental roin— and» alas ! 
Tha lad memento of what Erm was ! 

'With Expectation, Patience long has waited^ 
To see our humbled country elevated, 
By ciTilJustice, to an equal station 
With other branches of the British Nation ; 
But power and prt>judicc of Church and State, 
Have triumphed in her fall — and wayward fate. 
And would rejoice to see her hopes consume. 
In disappointment, till the day of doom ; 
If State Ascendancy, by will, could bind her 
To all the oarea which Britain ha; assigned her ; 
But physical resources, put in motion. 
Assume the hiHowy turbulence of Ocean, 
When nations congregate for self-protection, 
As Freedoiu's winds jj^ive wavy hosts direction. 
Shall it be said, that hope deferred so long, 
Must yet be duped, and pressed with (^eater wrong 
Aftain must disapp : iiinnnt be caressed. 
Till I'atif'nee sinks with nameless ills oppressed? 
When Million?: claim their rirrhts, will power defer 
To lend attention to their earnest prayer ? 
Or can the policy of state withstand 
The supplication of our suffering land*. 
When like4he feudal band of Rannimead, 
The sons of Erin for their parent plead, 
And boldly intercede to see her righted, 
A mighty multitude by wrongs united ? 

Presuming that tlie prayer of our petition. 
For equal rights may not obtain admission, 
Attention, or respect, from haughty Rritaiii— 
Will not her iron heart with fear 1;^ >rnitten. 
At dread of consequences, should she dare 
To scorn our claims and supplicating prayer ? 
Nor let that Triple-sbeptred Empress think 
That we, as Catholic Irishmen, shall shrink, 
Beneath our disappointments, from the course. 
Which Union points to, as our last resource. ' 
'Tis not Rclxdlion — no I we 'II not rebel, ' ' 
Or military lorcc, with force repel; " ' 
For that were rashness, even to suppose, 
So long as ours are armour-bearing foes. 
And we defenceless, and deprived of arms 
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To strive with eneiiu'es, in war's alarms. 
A moral warfare is our utoiosi aiiti-^ 
By this we hope to put to £ight and shame 
The vile traducers of our faith and nation, 

And win 1)}' argument — Emancipation. 

But madly, will our government refuse 

To loyal services iheir civil dues ? 

Must Britain still, by prejudice be blinded— 

Still act perfidiously, and double-minded. 

To Ireland and her cliildren, by pursuing 

False measures, tending to her own undoing? 

Erin, the lovelv, native land of health, 

Mi^ht prove to iintain, luuiuain-like, in wealth. 

If oivil Pelicy could but discern 

The simple art- which even fools might learn : 

Impartial Government, opposed to faction, 

With Justice yielding property protection, 

*Ti!< easy to predict our land would flourish. 

And every life-vein of the empire nourish. 

Could statenien' study what the atate.requires. 

With more attention than their own desires. 



As in the structure of the human frame. 
In bodies politic \vc find the same 
Results from causes, when tiic parts agree 
In organized communion — or nay be 
Disjointed, or distorted, and at strife, 
With social harmony, or tonic life ; . . 

How can the human constitution thrive 
When jarring members in discordatu e strive, - 
Against the corporate citadel, the hcai t, 
Whence vital blood should flow to every pari? 
Or where;tbe source of feeding is poHotea 
With vice or criminality, deep-rooted. 
The branches, like the trunk, will feel disease, 
As flows the juicy fount, through plants and trees. 
Conveying nourishment, or good, or evil ; 
So, if in Goveramente, accounted civil, 
Corruption taints the fountain-head of state. 
The putrid stream will widely circulate 
Through all the aqueducts of power and plaoe, 
Sn far as politics their limits trace. 
Tiie King, moreover, who would govern freemen, • 
Should breathe good-will to all ; as grore? of Yemen 
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Exhale their spicy odours, to perfume 
The realm of nature in her heallhfol bloom. 
A sceptred Monnrefa should be like the 8iiii« 
\yho shines alike on all, and veils from none 
The lustre oflii!^ countenance divine. 
When clouds pcrniil the Orb of Day to shin.e : 
This eariii, a piuvmce of his empire wide 
ReoeWei his boimteoiis light on every tide^ 
In due proportion, whether where the day 
Be brief or long, his cheering beams delay 
In just equality, throughout the year. 
On every climate of oui* roUing sphere. 

To recnant Sovereigiu^ who 'd as|ttre ahoTe, 
Their snbjeet vassals, this should elearly prove. 
That justicp and beneficence divine, 
Through all the attributes of kings should shine. 
Like solar light, in due irradiation, 
On all the circling planets of creation. 
Whence shontd amoaardi draw his happineis, . 
But from the bliss reflcotcd, that can blesa 
A prince's love? a people great and free. 
With equal rights, and equal liberty • 
There have, at times, been rulers ot this cast. 
In Britain too ; but long their day is past. 
Before the ^dor, Stuart, or the Gnelph, 
Saw Ireland v>' id owed, and beside herself. 
Through multifarious wrongs, too hard to bear. 
That brought, in time, delirium and despair. 
'Tis said our sovereign,* once (he knows the best 
The truth or fallacy) himself professed. 
An interested friendshiiv for onr land. 
Ere yet he grasped the sceptre of command ; 
And tbrrc are those %vho would insinuate^ 
That promises, or pledges to our state, 
Were by his Highness granted, but to vviiom, 
Or when, or where, to say, we can't presume ; 
Yet if a promise, or a pledge, were given. 
To man on ewth, and registered in heaven. 
As yet 'tis unredeemed hv him who made 
Professions to a nation oft betrayed 

• Itbetbeenalleged, weaie aotumired with what truUi, 
ibiitbis late Majesty Ind esri^ BMde mffmlffiBI lif frifladlMf 
to the Irisl^ CatboUci. 
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By specious overtures, that, in the end, 
Shewed Britain, at the best, faithless friend. 
Let Ireland credit royal faith no more ; 
For kin|^ have often duped her iiopes before, 
And smiled at her orednlil^ of heart 
That circumvented not their galling art : 
Full often has our ooontry been the prey 
Of needy Hunters ; but nhe stands at bay, 
And fronts her stern pursuers, like a deer, 
That first was paralysed, then nerved by fear ; 
For dread of danger fires the elothfut nind, 
And makes even oov?ards turn like hunted hind : 
The bloodhounds follow Erin with their cries ; 
And yet she firmly stands, nor shrinking flieSy 
Resolving to defend, by Nature's law?. 
Herself, iaitb, freedom, oars, and virtue's cause, 
Against the hungry beagles that would slake 
ifeirthiisty in blood, for perseoution^s sakte. 

Of Revolution, and its harsh decrees. 
Of Protestant Ascendancy, are these 
The dire effects, and Ireland is enslaved ; 
Despoiled, depopulated, ernshed, bereaved, 
By every Gospeller and grave Sectarian 
Who trades on faith, for Irish 'wrnlth agrarian; 
That pious Luxury nmy have Ins dishes. 
And mock Devotion feast on loaves and fishes : 
That Moloch's priests, in erael rites, may frolic, 
With nbre than moderation Apostolie. 
'Tis passing strange, that since our Isle's Invasion, 
The few have always soijght — -and found OOOasion 
To rule the many, in this fated Land, 
Where English Justice, with a partial hand 
Her fiivonn'ndnistered, to please a Faotion, 
And yield the ont-IaWed natives no proteelton. 
This marked the uniform state of things. 
Through all the Regal line of British Kings, 
From Geoflrey's Heir, for policy abhorred. 
To Guelph the Fourth, the Empire s present Lord. 
Views not theMonareh, with aSovereign's eyes. 
His Catholio sdbjeota doomed-tha sacrinoe 
Of overgrown Ascendancy, that one 
Obnoxious Creed, by power, may be undone* 
Oh, God of Justice ! are we to remain, 
Like convict Slaves lu irelaad's fair Domaio, 
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Endnrinn; boiiJa^re, linked to penal fetters, 

By those who dare, to think tbemselvea, our betters, 

Beoaase our vatie of f^tfa disdaim ta veer 

With every wind, by which new Seets can iteer^ 

As temporal Interests swell Religion's sails. 

And new'born Doctrines court refreshing gales. 

Spurned, for the truths that sanctiiicd our sires- 
Wronged, for a Creed, which, heaven the meet ad- 
mires—. 

Stripp'd of our rights — because we woald.not yield, 
Or sacrifice to Midas, Virtue's Shield ; 
And bound in cliains, because we would not barter. 
Religion's Girdle lor a Star and Garter, 
Or torn Apostates— and, for power and place, 
Oar Chorcb— our Fathers, and our Land, disgrace. 
We could not temporise for temporal vi^ws, 
For who will dare, what Conscience must refuse ? 
What moral mon.ster would his BirthriL'ht sell 
For all the wealth on tbi& side heaven, oi hell ? 
Or who 80 base — to purebase keen remorse^ 
By turning Faith's pure current from its ooilis^? 
Not of thy children, Erin ! be it said. 
That their religion changed for earthly bread: 
Theirs, heavenly food, inspired with .soul and spirit^ 
Which SaiiiU regaled on — and who now iofaerit, 
Eternal- bliss— becauve they were not fed, 
Like those, on perishable Manna, that are dead. 
That ^'aith which Pagan tyrants persecuted. 
Was here, in martyr's blood, so firmly rooted. 
That storms, however violent and furious, 
Might shake the tree, but could not pcove injurious 
To life's fixed principle, wbiob wiads migitt shtfke, 
But which no power oould either bend or break. 
This h our crime — our unforgivcn crime, 
Chronoiogjscd by links of penal time; 
This is the head and front of our offence. 
The only insult given to oommop sense ; 
And we are serfs, beeame oar hearls despise 
A wavering iaithand its apostaoies; - • 
But are we not, in loyalty, as pure 
As those, whose rights, are chartered more secure ? 
And was our bravery in the battle held. 

Through diaaffed^Oi ever known to yield ? ' * 
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Have not our enemies |he troth confessed, 
That our allegiance always stood the test? _ 
Yea, even to Irish prejudice, we've stood, 
Evincing courage, for our Sovereign's good; 
And was not our uuijualitied Allegiance, 
Diaoharged in overt acts of liege obedionee, 
The sole pretext, the oonstituting cause, 
OfftUottrblaQkast wrongs— the PentU Lam^f 

O ! Justice! Justice! hast tliou heavenward flown, 
Frofensoenes of cruelty that caused thy moaa^ 
Most vengeful Ai4, like a despot Sovereign, 
This ancient Realm poor hapless Ireland! govm? 
And mu^tthe native sons orFreerioin, dwell 
Beneath oppression, where their fathers fell, 
In Virtae's-^Honour' s — Glory's cause, and thine, ; 
Devoted viotima at their country's shrine ? 
Must christian Helots be identiied 
In Irish slaves, degrading to their pride? 
And must we live as bondmen, longer still. 
To please the arbitrary, lawless will 
Oi our enslavers, whose intolerant ire 
Wonld gladly Ijght our Nation's ffiineral pyre. 
And see as ali,uat boldly faith revere. 
Expire thereon, without one pitying tear f 
Forbid it Mercy, if no more, behind, 
Justice remains to move the bigot mind ! 
Forbid it! all -pro tec ting Providence! 
And to our suffering virtues, here evinoe 
Thy wonder-working sympathy, to move 
Oar rulers to be just to injured love ! 

The habitable globe, since Father Time, 
Began his journey^ ere the growth of crime, 
Has never given ^sCence to a nation, 
So oursed with power and lawless domination, 
As Ireland, over dear, our native soil, 
80 blest by nature — and so rich in spoil. 
That many ages of rapacious plunder. 
Her spoliation lasted, till, wifli wonder. 
Her spoilers saw bow fruitful were, the stores 
Of wealth internal-«4iot of predous ore^ 
Or secret treasure;?— not her mines alone,' 
But agricultur^ji riches all her own. . 
(109) '■ P 
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Fair, ipoeiotts fields of yeUow*waTmg corn — 

ExtensiYe pastures, filCed to adorn 

Arcadian plains— > with pastoral, fleecy droves — 

Tall, princely forests, and delightful groves, 

WHli nml fleenea, id v€getetioii Uttbe, 

And flowery meads to court the keea*edged iqythe ; 

An Island, gifted high by Providenoe, 

With all that couTd regale voluptuous sense, 

And something more deserving of attraction; 

God's glorious image modelled by perfection. 

Man, heaven-surveying man, presided here. 

With nbUe oonrage, nnenslaved by fear. 

It seems not strange, that envy should oonspirv 

With selfish passions, of unchaste desire. 

To spoil this lovely land, surpa?sin<!:; far 

The spoiler's own, with flaming sword of war. 

Bot Ireland's treatment has been merciless. 

And calls aloud, on justice, for redress; 

Appeals to heaven, that v^'itnessed all her wrrongs. 

From ruthless power, which slavery still prolongs; 

After the lapse of full six huudrcd years 

And fifty, reckoned, by our country's tears ; 

The longest epoch ever nation knew * 

Of penal bondage, since a tyrant threw,. 

Around the neck of Tiiberty, a chain. 

To bind its energies in links of paiD» 

Sickened lu soul, wilii lung philosophising,. 
Sad Muse ! 1 feel my indmiation rising. 
Too stroag, for Stoic feelings to restrain. 
We 'H therefore modify our painful strain ; 
And view the past with retrospective gaze. 
Guided by History, down from Bess's days. 
To William's reign, so pregnant with events. 
So marked with Fate's most frightful lineamenti^ 
Depictive of misfortune's deep-madie sears, 
TTpon our state : the consequence of wars. 
And penal laws, of rigorous operation. 
That goaded life, to death, or desperation. 

Eliia died : Britannia's stem 'dishonour. 

With all her load of guilt, and crimes upon her. 

To leave n vacant throne to Darnley's Hrir, 

The son of Scottish Mary, wronged, as fair I 
(UO) 
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Thereby, two kingdoms, cioseiy to unit« 
In civil intercourse, and regal right; 
Feuds 4o extinguiBb, tiiat hM long prentiledt 

Ere rival interests ceased, or olan-ship failed. 
Buchaoan's Pupil, trained in pedant arte, 
Began, seductively, to conquer hearts, 
&y State duplicity, tliat won ascendance 
Crer IriBh jninds, and nati?e iodependenee ; 
While, in bis bosom, lurked, with mean deoeil^ 
Hypocrisy and Cunning; prone to cheat 
Credulity and Honour, unsuspicious 
Of such linesse, as courtiers, avaricious 
Are wont to practise, with that loquence smooth. 
Which dopes the &ith of singlo*minded Truth. 
The Northern Chie6, th&t rail, in proud defiancct 
Scorned and ooatemned the stranger's mean alliance. 
For Pictish promises, forsook the field ; 
Resigned the spear, and fiun^ up FVeedoin'f5 shield. 
Yet soon they found the iaithiess inend more baise 
Than open foei» with undissembling faooi ^ 
That wore, in look, unveiled with nlse disguise, 
The hostile features^ trhere discerning eyen 
Mifht read the danger of a foeman's thought^ 
Before his enmity had mischief wrought. 
Accursed Treachery < thou that leign'stto wear 
The semblanoe cl the saint, in raiment fair. 
The generous nind, with falsehood, to betray. 
And search out worth and virtue for thy |N:ey : 
That usest all thy artful, villain v\'i!es, 
And lin-ht'st thy face of fraudulence with smiles. 
To lord persuasion o'er the tru.sting breast 
That cTMence yielded to thy vows profeased 1 
To thee attributed are all our wrongs; 
To thee, the burthen of our saddest songs. 
To thee, our wretchedness, lost rights, and all 
The causes of our country's fate, and fall ! 
The son of martyred Mary, irathie^is found. 
Believed his honour, not by promise bound ; 
Else had he blushed, with conscious shame, to think, 
How false professions, to the dangerous brink 
Of ruin, brought our sires, \vho lent attention 
To Stuart's guileful tongue, on Ins ascension. 
His black ingratitude full soon was shewn 
In puritaaU shade, to doped TSrowen, 
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And every Irish Chief that owned submission. 

To him who pitied not their hard condition, 

When Ulster saw a Scotch and English race 

Supolant her children, luid supply tiieir pla«e : 

Reckleas how felt the Cfbpnng of the soil,^ 

'U'hose wealth and property, beuame the 9poii 

Of lawless foreigners, unjustly vested, 

With power hiu! privilege, by a prince detested. 

Tiie acalhoiic heir ot CJaUioiio Mart,* 

Was artful, jwlitie, Insidioiu^ wary-^ 

A pompous pedant^ dazzled with parade, 

A mock philosopher — whose wisdom, weighed 

With feathery lightn placed in Judgneiit's scales. 

As blabbing truth relates lu royal tales. 

And, if he ruled not, with severe oppression, 

O'er treland'a etaergies tbrbtigh iadnordtkNi, 

And if he loved not Calliolic persecution. 

And rigorous laws, for wealth, in restitutibn; 

Th' Historian, for his guilt, should bear the blame, 

And wear, for him, the reddened blush ot shame i 

For he has written many a crimeful deed, 

Of James the PM, and S&cth, lor aoora b read. 

Ill*fated Carolus succeeds his sire ; 

Yet adds no chord of joy to Erin's Lyre, 

Though Pity's Harp conceded all it'' strings, 

To mourn the most untor lunate ol Kings ; 

When Britain wept in Sorrow's sable pall. 

His unprovoked, untimely, murderous fUl. 

Misled, 1} fal e philosophy, his Line 

Conceived its Members reigned " by right divitie :" 

To God accountable for deeds alone, 

And not to maa — whose privilege seemed unknown; 

Or else unrecognised, by every Prince, 

Of An<,lo-Seotti8h, iStoart ftvereign»,-^noe 

The first of those that Britain's sMptre swayed,. 

To him who fled, when royal fears- betrayed 

His fainting lioart — and left his crown behind, 

To follow fortune, faithiess as the wind. 

Charles th' unfortunate whose reign of strife. 

But sunk t6 eatainess with the elose of NIe, 

• Thp Render, it is prenumed, will not mistake the nbove 
(or Mahy, ihv First, Queen of England, as the Queen ul Scuis 

only meant ; nor vrill the Learned Scbokr, be likely to sup- 
pose tbnt aeaikoUe lecemUes Cathokc ia literal. Of geaetal 
acceptation. 
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Had baply sbWHiad bis ri<ri(i ftite» bad he 

Confided in his friends beyond the sea* 

In Irish patriotism had he trusted, 
As much m he, for Insh suecoiirs, lusted. 
In golden subsidies, and oft obtained ; 
His loss, perhapsi had yet been upoomplained. 
By thoiiBiilida) ^bo in sympathy have sighed. 
To think how martyr-like their Monarch died. ' 
Yet Charles, unwisely, temporised with foes. 
Whose hearts were hostile to their Kings repose^ 
Till dread-struck Britain felt the nervous shock. 
Of horror sensibly — when on the block, 
Tbe fatal axe was hwtd, with anvAil sound. 
That sent to heaven^ a martyr to be crowned. 
Oh ! murdered Priiior ! whate'er thy indiscretioQi 
Thy crimes iinputoci, or ihy state trangrcssions, 
Thy punishment was cruel — far transcending, 
The cuilt and magQitude of thy offending ! 
Alas r thy fatber's foTouritisiD shewn, 
To puritan fanatios round his throne, 
Prejiarpfl for thcc — though unanticipated, 
That rigid doom to which thy life was fated 1 • 
Sectarianism prospered in his day — 
Throughout the Realm it held superior sway ; 
And, or its- bate; the obureh-ttfen felt th^ vigour. 
As well as papist, ia its' sternest rigour, 
The leveller and tliepurilan c]e=;troyed, 
All that was sacred deemed— and left a void, 
For Desolation to look down upon, 
When Saintly fury's reign was past and gone. 
Here rutbleis rulers efthatboly kind, 
Held civil power to awe the native mind. 
And tliwart the measures of the good and wise, 
In every plan that wisdom could devise : 
Their ptirenzied seal blazed mischievously far. 
At length, to light the flames of civil war. 
When Irelailid sAw two ereeds in opposition, • 
Driving their votaries onward to perdition. 
Yet if NA'ith douWc'dealinn;, sire-like policy, 
The royal sufferer had not practised fallacy. 
On Irish honesty, and native faith. 
He haply had eschewed the martyr's wreath. 
And might perebaace have triumphed in tife end. 
O'er British foes, With Ireland for his friend. 
(U3) 
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When sealed inn liuoni ; til' iniiuiuau Hegicide, 
Soon hither ouae war's destuiies to guides 
And re-haptize, with blood, this suffcriog land, 

From sea, to sea round all her oceaD'Strand. 
» * The frightful scenes which havoc witnessed liere^ 

Throughout tlje progress of his mad career. 
Were such, as pen ur luiigue could ill express. 
To paiat the horrors of that wilderness, 
Which lay behind him, as he onward passed, 

* Malignant and de«truotive as the blast, 

t That sweeps th' Arabian Desert, when it bears, 

Death on its wings, that nothing livinc^ spares. 
The King-destroyer, with remorse subdued, 
Sonkdown despised, unpilied by the gpod ; 

* To smooth a passage to the ▼aoank throne, 
' And give to Monarchy, once more, its own. 

The second Charles ascended, and he sate, 
A pleasure-loving Prince, in regal state; 
! , Forgetful of the wrongs his Sire had borne. 

Or those that almost left his hopes forlorn* 
Like Sire, like Son, they all finessing oame. 
Yet all their acts to Ireland were the same, 
/ • With slii^Hit exceptions—for deceit and guile. 

Still marked their policy to Erin's Isle. 
^ They always promised— when they wanted aid. 

Nor were they bafiled — thou^b we were betrayed ; 
And still we trusted, and their wants supplied. 
And still again, state justice was denied. 
A Stuart's Reign— no matter sire or son. 
Still added evils, to the evils done, 
In this hope-sicked Nation, that was ever, 
A Stuart's tool— the dupe of each deeeiver, 
Thatpliose to practise artifice upon her. 
To her regret— yet more to his dishonour ! 
Then were it strange, that we should hate the name. 
That wronged our hopes — to purchase damning fame; 
'Tia true our Isle gave lineage to their race. 
Yet no^ on her, let such reflect disgraee : 
A baser blood bad trickled through their veins, 
Through many a dynasty of Scottish reigns. 
From Kenneth's day, when Ptc4 and £M were 
blended, 

In civil brotherhood, and Kings descended, 
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From tionsanguinons ties and mixed relations. 
Of both those ancient, Caledonian Nations. 
TheJScot was greatly noble in his carriage; 
Tbe Piet#te1ii^ ; bat grew by inlenDarriig;e« 

From age to age, still better than before. 
Till scarce the breed the Pictish semblance bore; 
Yet still the human Mule betrayed his nature, 
.In blood de^eoerpUe^though improved in fea^ture. 

The second JiiHin/ soooMf liis utfoirinii ttMier 
And creeds agiin wage war with ohe iiiioliiieir ' 
A King, less temporising in deceit. 
Than were his predecessors, dares to qieet 
The torrent tide of popular opinion, " 
And gi?e his conscience catholic dominion. 
At efwf rnk-^^MOMMgh, on iTT sk^'^lhimninded ' 
With men of 6&er faith; yet uMifiHiided- ' 
In resolution, still he kept his post, ' ' 

And raadly persevered — till all was lost: ' ' ^ 
Fear shook at length the sceptre from his hand, ' ' 
And Qigcd hb %ht to GaUia'ilM^lifand, > 
Where stohborn zealots might not interooee, 
' To war with conscience, or Religion's roes. 
And soon the Throne, through filial usurpation,^ 
Receives a King, more pleasing to the Nation. 
Whose tenets jar not with the ruling faction. 
To drif e fanntiomn to distraetioii ; 
Or ye^ by arbitrary measures, striM, 
The ancient faith, in spirit, to revive ; , i ^^.i . ,i . 
As did the Royal fugitive, who fled 
"When terror, on his shoulders, shook his head...: 
The memory of the past—his father's doom, ,i 
Taught James to dretd tiie conseqaeniDo to oomt^ : : 
Should persevering obstinacy, drive him 
To rash misdeeds that might of life deprive him. 
His fears were natural ; yet unwisely unfi|NUi^U4 . 
In reasoning poliyc, for, firmly-grounded. 
He might have stood, still powerful and unshaken ' 
A^nst hislbcvi^id spirit not fortil^,.^.,:.;^ t.^if 
pis coward breast, as at Bovinda's ttw*, .0 -1 
It 9utA,^\^ \^»9/i fff9lti^^ .y.: ^ 

In fatal hour he reached our friendly shores-- 
Fought— failed^-»and fled ; yet Ireland still deplores 
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The doom assigned her, by a wretch, false-hearted. 
Who wrought hor web of woes— and then departed 
For foreign fields , tliough leaving here behind him 
Thatfriendsinp pure which could notnerre— orbiiMlliiBl 
To oivil Hope» wbfeh Brtvery here had cherished 
Till he had triumphed — or our country perished; 
But vacillating still, 'twixt doubt and fear. 
Though Patriot valour was his fortress here. 
The pusillaiiiuiousi — the treacherous Prince ! 
Retired disoom£ted, and left us since<^ 
iDgrfttitnde-t reward : ojit worst oppressioiis— 
The stem Usurper's tyrannous coaoessioas 
Of mercy, merciless^ — nnd toleration, 
In wrath, intolerant 84 hjs bigot nation. 

But, .gentle Reader ! whom my theme distressUi 
My Mose^ in sympathy, for thee, professes 
Such fellow-feeliag, as our Island nerer. 
From first to last received from her cnslavcrj 
And, to relieve thee, will relate a story, 
Or peradventiMre^ frame and ^iegory. 

OBACB AND GBIPV8,* 



In former times, as Chronicles relate, 
,Two Islaod sovereigns dwelt in recal state. 
Not far ronoffd by green, enoirofing seas : 
The one, a Qooen, in beauty formed to please ; 

The other governed feudal chiefs, a King, 
And taught his power to stretch its Eagle willg 
O'er petty realms in close oonfederation 
To spam Inttkion from bis warei^waHed Nation.' 
The former, bdd her Empire in the Wostt 
The latter towards the East his throne possessed 
That, mencalled Grace, the Good :-^thisGRiPCS, etil 
Who proved a neighbour barbarous and uncivil. 
Though she was over-generous, mild and kind, 
Her rival was nnjust— and base in mind, 

9 The Qrpen, Inland may b« Uulv and W^C^fiXtflt^ entit)«l 
6B4CB, aiHl the Giaspiog Natloo. Oairvs* 
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iiuiio, liauglily, overbearing, slcrn, rapa^li>tiw, 
Choleric, malignant, treacherous, and pugnacious;' 
Jealous in heart to ^ee hia neighbour Qil&cb 
. Inherit gr^atiiciss, foreign to hfe rabe-^' '* ' ' ' • '* " . 
Envied, with kpite, that antiquaniqi bdtibdf ' 
Wfiich History's bright reflections ca>l upon her'j ^' '^ ' • 
So upstart pride matures, in sordid breast, " - ^ 
The viper haired, hatched in serpent nest, ... 
Ta waste its venom lavishly, in spleen, ' ' 'v! *^ . , 
On ail things great; tfiat Wea^ a noble wicnf' . ' 
Clad in hia jhaggy skin, robe sat the chief 
Of motley Savages, absorbed in grief, ' l" . .'' • 

Inspired by envy — that, renowned and fre^,.' ' •.' 
His proud superior ruled, with clemency, J'l''" ■ ■' • 

A learned land, in richest gifts j^rofu^c, ' ' * ^ ' 
The home of S6}6to6e an^'raa.heajtisnrtaught Muse ; 
Where mongrel'Udbd ftad'iiot'fter 'sons debased. 
Or Honour's pure, red, current-streams di^gractid''-" 
With spurious mixture, like th' ignoble crew, ' ' 
O'er whom he reigned — that Glory never kneW,!' - "^H'j 
'Twas hard to bear such brilliancy of fame * * ; ' >' 
As shed av^i^ Vound |ier trophbd name, 
Or mark the striking contraat, Truth had drav^, ' 
Between a land of sunshine — and of dawn. 
In mind, revolving projects fraught v^-ithil^,. i ' . 
He plans devised, his purpose to fulfil, i-'A'f^ 
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Whate'er th' event— against tha,t prosperous state ■'[ 
Which' htf rsed his ▼engeai^oe^aha iiispired hia h^' ; ' ^ 

Thus Satan felt, 'when hurled from rcalinaiabovc^ J^*^ 
Vindictive wrath against the God of LoV^;' ' Y '', . > V'' ^ 
And all that pure, celestial, angel host ^ "' * t^-' 
Whose blest society, through crime, he'd ldst 

At length, the brQn«ea^njiftdyii^iiJ^iliiSl5^^ ' 
For hostile iijroad%' on her sacred grdiiHd, ; ' ' \ 

When, counted to' a crime-^tained trailoir's liaijiWe^';, ^ 
He came td ftuccour treacliery and dishonotlK'! '"^^^ ^''^ . 
This chance befel, in adverse, fatal times, i 
When heartless Gripus stained his spul with crimes— '. 
Unholy, ABti-Chri^an/aiidiiibBiii4n;;'**S;^^^ 
To conquer cFowQSrrWid Wr«og a blaihilic^if W6ifaiijf \ : 
Dissembling Guilt. Vsly pirctencolie'iiiiM^; '' ^^''^^'^ ' 
The realm of Grace, to visit— and invade 
In Friendship's mask — to hide his demon guile. 
And dress deception with a faithless smile ; 
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That wily Artifice might thus impose ' , 

^ On her who purchased not — nor dreaded foes. 

VVith smile Sardonic, on her Tsland-beacli, 
He met the Matron — and, with Norman speech, 
Betrayed her trust — the false, Iscariot Knave, 
That came, a warfiend o'er VBEGiVLa's wftve !> 

• ' ' ■ • ■ . ' f 

With partial welcome — yet with kind salute, ^'j* 
Her Guest she greeted — who, with amorous suit, jjjj 
The courtier's character personified, , f r.''> 

And spoke with silver tongue that sweetly lied. " 
A friendly intercourse — yea, for a season — ^ 
Subsisted — while duplicity had reason . •**, ., i 1], :\\ 
To act an artful, double-dealing part. 
When Malice rankled in his wrathful heart. , ^..j 
His memory conjured up nnbuned days, ; 
In frightful forms, his lancy to amaze : ^ 
The witnesses of times still unforgot, 
When predatory Pict — and dauntless Scot 
Annoyed his realm, with dread-inspiring spear, 
To spoil, and waste, through many a fatal year, 
When his degenerate offspring shrunk with fear. 




The wounds inflicted by the sons of Grace 
When conquest led them, Victory's steps to trace 
Through vanquished states — still grieved his vengeful y 
And imaged visions in the hours of rest.. [^"^^^^^'tioiiiW 
Revenge — that passion of the coward soul-rr.^. ^^^j^ fcudT 
Usurped his bosom with supreme control, ,jj^,y^ .,. ' 
And, with the poison-cup of Malice dire, . ^. 
Inflamed his heart — and set his mind on Are.J '^j-^ 
But still he found it meet to temporise, ' * , 

And act the Hypocrite in fair disguise, ^ i.i ^im'* riNnol 
Till favouring circumstances might affordP ' .! j od 10*^ 
Pretexts for vengeance, which his wrath imploreil,'' fj,,f'^ 
The Muse has sung, how he, like «/a/^i^-Cricud-r- ' u 

Pretending timely services to lend--- , . f • 

Incursivc came, t' enslave a generous Nation, ' fi 

With plausivc arguments for innovation, j^^^. j 
Yet, lon^ as Grace possessed superiority, ^ 

And held III' ascendancy of chief authority/'! ^/ , , 

/\\fy>. '■" T.->t''''»Ki T>r J, ,nh\ri gull ..nasfeiCl 
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'TwM fit Ilis fraud AmM tnrear a smooth demeaaor, 
' Aod play tiie cheats-while Avarice was a gainer ; 
Lest craving more, at length, than she would gran^ 

To satisfy his ever-thirsting want— 

His earnest urgency, might chance to foil 

Fair, golden prospects of redundant spoil. 

The realm ofGrace wascall'dthe "La?idqfSinmf^,* 

And shielded long by Providence from dangers; 

Because, within its sacred limits dwelt 

The noblest virtues ; and its Empre^is felt 

Unbounded hospilaiity of heart, 

And kindest sympathy for every smart; 

Felt, for each suffering that distressed another. 

In fellow-feeling like a tender mother. 

Her spriteful visitant, so long her debtor, 
Resolvea her liberal energies to fetter. 
And plainly tolH biir, she must yield to be 
His vassal Qaeen-^and bow to his decree. 
This was ungenetous. And insulted Grace, 
At length, the monster's motives learned to traoe, 
And, with indignant haughtiness, protested 
Against that vice her heart 8(^uch detested : 
fwiid'born ingratitode ! which never drew 
Its breath in firia, till shie rulers knew. 
Remonstrance v^as in vain, for he insisted. 
That if, in opposition, she persisted, 
Hfe needs but cite a holy, high authority. 
That soon would teach her, self- inferiority : 
Besides^ ^b#r dHttdret), 'Who, in jarring, prided, 
Were rash, ambHIotu '; and of course divided 
Bv sefiarati^ inrC^rests, and could ill oppbpe,' 
The daring inroads of determined foes. 
The dupe of artifice, too late, perceived 
That she had done what could not be retrieved. 
By tamely Yielding perfidy a caUse 
For masked hnhisioh oltt nior rcnslm' and laws. 
She heard his reasoning;— and Surveyed her state,-— 
Then bowed ; though nbt submissively, to fate. 
But to necessfty— till Time should yield her, 
A union of her sons— from wrongs to shield her. 
Sinoe that hnfoHunaie, iIl*o)iieaMl day. 
Base-minded Gtinus, with tyrannic sway^ 
(119) . 
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Has ruled the rc^alm of Grace, and agfely pressed, 
Upoii lier ^uitUcss, nobTy-heaving.breiist* , * 

« 

Time pii-;sed away, and ac^c^ mulupiied 
Of penal rigour and insulted pride, 
While |;eAci'o«s Grace sastatned severe afflioticm. 
From despot power and civil interdictioii ; 
Injustice, bondage, cruelty, and fraud. 
And all tho crimes of tyranny outlawed. 
The ruthless ruler, swayed witli iron rod 
The realm of Grace— once deemed the house of God, 
While to'li^r ilior'ies. lor FaiCb's extiorminaUon, ' 
His evil genius wafted Reformatron, 
And made eventually — or frigned a causey. 
For Revolution, linked with Penal Laws, 
That, in their operation, wrought destruction. 
By crime, begetting crime, in re-production \ 
Till niartyre4 Grace, 'uncpnaciouff or iirau^re^sion. 
In time grtew weak, am) weary with oppreasiou; 
Th' inhum'ah tyrant next proposed a Unicn,. 
That they, forsooth, inight live in cidse conUDOaioQ ; 
Pledging his honnnr, cruelty should cease. 
And give precedence to commutual peace., 
Ba^ worst of all, he i^ceds imust |^tipulate4- 
That Love, the child of Grace, fhould. marry 0atb, 
His hopeful cffiiprin^ rrieD4sbip to cpnij^nt'^i^^ .,1^ 

To which, his Vassal, gave unwilled, odnaent,* 

' • J . . '■ ' .1 • ■ ■ 

The ritfs w^re solemnised ; th' aosuited ^air. 
Began thvHyiil'etoeal'jo^'ti> 8^ 
Bi|t Lo^ii'ifi^covered, paihfu^^ 
That h^ra we^e nuptials, without Honey>Mooii; 
Her partner «?ecmed too turbulent, to bleas. 
Domestic life with social tenderness : 
His qualifies were not, what Maids admire^ 
When they to conjugal delights aspire. 
She saw depicted, in her- selnsh lover, ' , ^ 
His fiithar's lineaments, and could discover^ 
By pad experience, that she was deceived, 
Through base professions, which she had believe^. 
Partial, unjust, and cruel^to her mother — . 
She, ill iter hasbaiid, could perceive another. ,■ 
False-liearted'Tyraiit^ traaeaeroiis as his sire, 
.Which Lov6 could neitW soften nor admire : 
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WIioa^ suul to her, ulio uiighthave woD e&Ueiu, 
Was barsfa and bitter as th' infernal slrtiam 

Of Acheron, which mystic |)oet8 tell, 
Rolls dark and oozy on the verge of Hell. 
The i^entlo datiirhicr df the great and good, 
Tlirouf];h (Itsappoiiilmcnt tfjnk. with cares, subdued, 
And jiiued away, till, liirough her iadiug frame. 
Decay and paie .cheeked languor sickly Game; 
And she who was, in celibacy, once 
More beauteous than the heroines of Romance, 
Is now a shrivelled and consumptive spouse— 
The blighted victim of perfidious vows ! * 

■ By the Union of Love and Hate, are intentionally desig- 
nattfd the political anockition of English, and Trisb nutionul 
intere«tx, cbaracterislically represented, in the unnatural 
combination of heterogeneous sympathies, and opposite public 
qualities! The Idol of British Monopoly, is Self-Interest : tbe 
darling of Ireland's afTeclions have ever been, disinterested 
Friendship, Honour, Benevolence, und hospitable Generosity, 
Bxitaia is envious and avaricious : Ireland, liberal and forgiv. ' 
fng : Britain Is jealous of power and superior greatness : Ire- 
land has always been more tenacious oF Glory and national 
pride, than circumspect in tb« poUfj of preserving her righta . 

'sgatnct (iggrenioD. But had not British injustice, aided by 
lri?h Apostftcy, wronged the honesty of bn- Tioble nature, she' 
would not now have reason to complaiA pf.wi^uigii (fodjmff . 

' fbtfunes, resulting fitanf 'ctfU depeBd6lice« or a Legtdatfve 
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BND OF CANTO 11. 



Aacii nl nnd Modern state of I^Iattd, conlrastod — Hlit ]iri'vlou5 Hges of civil 
persecution, less rigorous \hi\y\ those of religious iiitolerance|befi>rt*uiiU after 
Revolution— The reigns of William m. and Queen Aone« cruollj 
opptesiive - tbelr MloUt^ft iaercilets and fanatical to the Irish Katioa-^ 
L««i oC exterviMUpa eMoM i«y«it BifiiQ|w, FMlB,mi 9 ti Uman 

lMid> Mifei«|iMBt to tbe Rmrolultan— lAhttMii Mttm MdgAiid'Ibt idlgkMi 
pflneeiittoii->Actof SutaeiiiM— ftolertiiit Aacenduicy^flM Aia ri o a a 
•ad FmiGii Reiottitioii adforttd to— patlietic appnt to Hcmw <ni fcekalf 
of opprewed fanoceoee «iid lufieriDg Virtiie->Hlstorieaf SuemHoy of 

Anglo-Irish affiiin from the RerolulioQ Lu the Union, including the cItU 
war between James II. and the Prince of Orange — together with the 
RebeUions ol 1611, and im. 



THE 

CANTO lU. . 



The HevelnUian. 



L 

Ltnd of tbV'BVm I Kri^ Emerald of the Wert \ 
Thou fairoit Mud oyer »ei8- eatfir a i e cd; 

Renowned for SanoU^*^by Nature blest--^ 

Possessed of Heroes, and with Beauty graoe^:' ' ' 

Sweet seat of Song ! so admirably placed 

Between two spacious worlds, with harbours suited 

For Trade and CooMriciroe, in tfirfrateiy whste. 
With regal hoDoiiri-^h%b iMd taidibfNrtiKl';: 

Till foreign fo0irtb5^liiter£8 assailed, ' \ 

And o'er ihe gtttofSMUMMl'tho good preftiled. . - ' 

11. '*•' 

Dear Jwnis-Alga ! lofty minded land !'*' • ' ' ' * " * 

How brave thy stru^les wiiii the pirafe Dane, ' 
Whoso prowess RuM*^EeiRNW %^^^^ ' * 

or patrkt ChiefUuns—ei^aoross the Mi^/ ' ' 
FUz-Empresa sailed, with heartless Ssxon traiov' ' , 

To practise falsehood's sJy^ insidious art ' ,^ 

On generous minds, for plundk^r, power; and ^ain, . *'* * 

And fix tb' «88a8Sm''8 dagger ia tliy heart : ' l-''].^ . 
Woe to the dej;0ti vi^hioh PumAomit; : • < • 
Firitreaohedi«iiriiNV«Oi»lMrtilieittltf^ ' 

III. 

Rve Hundred yedrs, my Country, hadstlhoii-sifhed • ' * 

For tyranny's insatiate domination, ' ' *" • . ' 
From that eventful time/ when Bagliflh prM^e^ ' 

Cane w^.^iMm, ribe^Dfidepredathitfr • • ; - 
Ere Eeoolution drove io despeiotien, ' ' 

Thy ill-requited sons, by bloody laws, »• •,• ' ' ' -^^ 
That wing'd the Spifit of extermination, ' ■>« *'••- 

To persecute the just, withoet a causer ' ^' ''V^,. 
That holy liyiocrites, and oanting> KnareSi ' ' " ^ . -i ! > / 
Might feast umthh Mtb<«Pa«rfii «id'Mi«M. < ^ '''^ ' 
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IV. 

Island of Destiny ! sad InnisfaU j 
Thy obrwtMUi fttitmmySttmimfk »^ for ages. 




Of pain and peri|.r^4||r #«l|l«Mff|<r/-^' 

Had darkly-shadovvpd sorrdwinjr rn'mtMry 
Belorf! Asecndancy inspired its Sai;c>, - c-i - 

To laud the glories of that H^oluiibfi, 
WJiioh paid Corruption's sons their sinful wagcs> 

With confiseatioiis, forfeits, 'snd'pollatioii 
Of sacred rights, in bfi^^A^^^ juolated, 
That Catholic Ireland mi^ht be d esolated. 

V 

V. 

Great were thy wrongs, my Country, lieretofore, i .*. • 

And much injustice had thy chil(jrea known, . wnx i 
From English perfidy, ere tP thy shsnfn, . : . . ! , • 

Foul winds first vvAft^d, to. assail th|l throiie^ • i 
A favoured foreigner, by Faction blown* . . . j . .•/*• 

Upon thy Emerald coasts, foul war.tQ W9gf,f • i ■ i 
Ungratefully unkind, against his own, . , '.• ■, ! •: : .• 

To leave us^^iayery for our , heritage,; , - :! >i iln ./ 
And that which fierce j^efojgmerpi Mi bj^gun,,. li .i'iiiil Il.T 
Was harshly ;|iAN|^^d]bf.,Qi|r. l^pfM^i^^'fs^. .ili'i > o hiJ 

VI. .11 

Yet why should William bet^r, of deed*;, th^.UMi^ in i 

He never perpetrated; though he.l^ear^,, fw'i 
The civil 9i8p8ur,fWj «^pd,,t|»P.o4im*p! shame, *: > ; • .'. 

Of all oDr.,4$#ii||t|efi»nd;oaresJ^ , ..ji > . ( »<) 
The black, ihe,)iiiM9fiPUf>A ^. ' . 

Who nued thait^^qjioiiw^b's mind, and made byniiONf o r 
To measures tyrannpus, jtfvh^ih Truth declares, •.• n<> 

Their tolerant ^flvereign <iurst not disavowal) xii hn' 
While foul, fanatic Faction gwayed, the stftt^^.b •)dJ m 'j * 
And forgedjjAg>p|ta|n^ of fc4l»94's hapless;fiitt.;.Li;'rt Uii 't 

m .III 

Th' intolerant Ministejh, that gioiVerned Aiifr^ o. v .*> V 

Completed Iniquity.allrftquired»itit;,' ' r'rni.>\,'J '1 
When bigot zeal, in persetnition's van, . 1 ! » '» 

Achieved the conquest whiolt the base de^red; > 
Infuriate hate, by fals.eifi3^i(^iired, .)/<i w . > V. 

l4udmartyre«iyii:4<M|riB0M li v i r 

And fostered ignoraa^rr-tibt Jtbenias{iifq(l:.:!J h-g.:ir/ iut\ l 

To rival Learning^' «aQlbilt«ailBS/4*fe%t :i J ' ' > ' ' 1 
All this was done-^and done vritlt savagei joy/^i 1 vlwd 1 it i' 
That penal vengeance might our faith destroy, ' 'i ^ i .5 . I 

• William the Tbird^ Nephew and Sou-in-law of Jamei Hi) 
(124) 



Digitized by Google 



VIII. 

For tins the mHd prtfteptite Ptettor perishei), (1) . . 

The victim of inhuman lavts — that spread 
Their baleful influence, where Intolerance cherished. 

Its fiend^like powers, with , blood pr.ofusely she4« 
ThB^eMi:t^md'$!^ ptsokm9t%hki^s» head 

Were viiaed «t a trjvNl^ mtm prici ; (i), . / 
While those whom Providence protected, flfl^ .i . * 

To shun the many-headed Hydra — Vice;; 
That, under modern Faith's religious veil. 
Made orphans, weep— aad matelciss wi^pwfii wail. - 

IX. 

By snpentitioatZeal, ti» Uime, was iNUiisbed, 

Learning and Knowtel^:^Kith MiMe>^aiil^ 
And Education, from our shores, evanished. 

With those thatsought retreats beyond the MaiiL:(d) 
Then Ignorance resumed her ancient reign, 

Aiter tM exile of iwo iAoidsand years. 
And wrtliMrIr«iaB<i<#ara>i»r pml diaia.' . 

With secret bitlaaiiMi^anid oeaaakH'feani •: : / 

Till headstrong^ Bigotry was gorged and sated' • 

With F^pvtUoMl, tiaCiiaU itself to bated ^ , • ; 

X. • 

Relmon, Ireland's foulest, blackest crime, 
Waa laft no vestkigiplada iirhut.like a deer, ' - - ' 

By btoodbamda Matoimiil bar limliS^iiblw^ 
Was ebawMfthroagh «ll the atatf ipribitc pf fev. . 

How gory then was PersecuJdon's spear , * 
With blood of saints, unknown, uncanonise^,. 

I'hat died iq dungeons, far from pity's ear, 
TIat with the wretobed might. have syapa^sed ; 

FaoMibaniehyi thy doingi bere, ' 

Bfigbirlbvaa^^fnaBi mla, &aa«miiwapaak^ H^ii • 

• ft f m 0 

XI, 

Oaths were administered for State asaisUinee^ 

In those unjust exterminating times, i ; . ' : . 

Whea Irehind lost political, eaiiit«n^, . , 
' For Cfttbolie watsfaippers, uaalaiiiad Wiiih pryaie^: . 

Th^-odnseientiooty fled to fbreiga olivies, 
To shield their >ftitb» aaditoicaohew dishonour ; : , ^ 

While Bands, in secret, sling the doleful rbyaies 
Of Erin sad, with all her griefs upon her; 
The-most insulted Nation, which the sun, 
Throughout bU ootinei Iia4 ever looked upou. 
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XII. 

On An'ne':^ tleoease. thro* Protestant stiocession» 
The crown devolved^ by law, oo Gublpu the 
German, 

Whom England obote, btMine kk Orted's profeMion 

Entitled hire to v^ar the royal Erioine : 
• ' Nay any prrnce, besides the Popish Teraiiae^ 

Of kindred blood, was suited to the thiOM, 
Provided he esteemed a Lutheran Sermon, 

And ioved the melody of Ireknd's moan : 
No matter wbo wm Kiiigk-4he Ooa^lolioA 
Most still be fashioiied, by the Revolution ! 

XIII. 

In course of time, an awful change, indeed^ 

Surpassing tales of chivalrous romance, 
Taught power tu trcralde — and the proud to bleed, 

Whea rebel Anarchy prevailed in France ; 
Then Liberty swohe mnn Slnvery's tranoe, 

And put her long-degraded sons in motiOB-^ . 
tVith Cap of Maintenance upon her lanoe, 

She roHed her energies, a mighty ocean, . 
That, in its turbuleBoe, could overwhelni 
Til' oppresajve spirit of a mighty reaiui. 

. ■ xiy. 

Of Frnooe, the Revolutionary aeenea^ 
While tkne exisli* shall never be forgot ; 

like Spring, renewing nature's vernal ^reena>. 

Shall Memory freshen — as a verdaab^poty 
The frightful isra-o^ind the fatal lot 

Of thoosands^ that, by vengeance, gniltless felh^ 
When titles, rank, and- biftb, were heeded no^ 

Where Freedoqi taoght her ehfldren to cebel. 
Against Mis-government, and sore oppression^ 
At Nature's call, to punish^^ state agression. 

XV. 

This les.soa taught to Arbitrary Tiiirces, ^ 

Must yet be naefbl, though it was sc^ecec 
Its awfat Moral to the world evinces, ' 

What tyranny m^y dread, and despots fear^ 
When stern injustice, in its wild career, 

On human riijhiB, with daring foot, shall trample : 
The groans of France will strike Oppr.cissioa's ear,.. 

And teaoh-'itrevereAee to ilhe dread eifampje. 
Of Bood«ien, who, resolving to be fre^. 
Shook off their ebainSi and cheered for liberty V 
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*rhe trump of Revolution, shrilly Mew^ , .* 

A horrifying blast, that spread around, 
Dismay and dread, ^surrounding nations, througii^ 

And .Enirope's palsied tyrants beard tiie sound ; 
Thfta'atrave wkll fWedon omher vaadage-grouDd, 

And were defeated by superior migbt» 
As Liberty, with Victory's Laurel cmwiiot!, 

Assumed her ancient, jong<*evadcd right; . 
And planted her Imperial, civil Tree, 
Within a realm wbere dw^t the brave and free. 

XVIL 

For miversal Fr«edoai nuwh was done, 
By Gallio fSitriotiv » tlHMi dretdfiil fra^ 

That, civil and rcHgioos empire, won, 

Through Independence, worthy of its Bays; 

The daring effort, merits highest praise. 
From every f eBeron» plifiaDtbropki iniiid ; 

For, had set ranee bckeld tiiob atonDy days. 
The rights of man-^the privikge of mankind^ 

And ail that Liberty holds dear, would still 

Be kept in bonds, by Kings' despotic wilt. 

XVIII. 

Degraded Ireland ever must retain, 
A ^gratefel reeoHeetkm of th' events 

That called on Slavery to relax the chain, 
Of Britain's law-linked, penal ehasUaementi 

To pacify the plaints of Discontent, 

That Millions uttered, in distressful tones, 

Lest Erin's Sons should try th' expsrimeot, 
Of roiMin£ f^eedo« to areoge their moans^ 

By forging tranders of recrimination. 

To bari on tymte in their trepidatioo. 

♦ 

XVIIT. 

For Ireland next a Union wm cemented, 

Bylrauciful compact — which iier sons opposed, 

Witii fruitless eiforts — still to be lauiented ; 

For now the bopn on wbieh our Realm reposed. 
By State collusion, have been discomposed. 

Since long-duped Erin is again deceived. 
With faithless promises, that have exposed 

Britannia's motives towards her sons aggrieved; - 

Ah me 1 on us, thatselhsh sister Fower, /. 

Stai breathed like iShMlW^Dd, imito Mawgrl 
(127) 
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XX. 

Ob I God of J ustice ' what had Ireland done ? 

What undeveloped gutitiaess had stained her. 
In fonMC da^s, tomt Me w y n i ) W M r . ihoMe^ . 

Upba Um NPOn Ikte of time that ohaiiMd bar? 
What was lier crime. Oh Lord ! that long altaiwltr«- 

Combined with civil tortures, shootd prolong 
The Aeraoi her woet, that aorely pained her, 

Throughout 80 many centoriei of wrong? 
Father of the frieiMilaai ! Ihiab itii» to lMtow»' ; . . 
Why Bria ggftted ihfdegh^^wli leigtheiiA wnel 

XXL 

Severely hath her fortitude been tried ; i,. . . • 

Long has her patience been wpon the facki}, . . 
Her stoic feelings and insulted pride, - ! . • • 

Have <iii^ «viw:ma]r:» barb'rous, 1^ attadi} i 
Yet still fidelity, vritboiit a speck. 

Remains immaoulate, divine, and pure, 
Throup^hout her lonely, dark, and dreary tradi,, ■ . 

Of human misery, painful to endure; 
And stiil, iike Hope, she leans upon her anchor^ 
With Constancy whioh vice could never cuker.^ 

Ob, God of injured goodness ! turn Ihitle eye 

To her affliotion»-^nd with speed relieve her | 
From Slavery's ministers, throwg^h clemency, 

Andpain-proluii^mg dooai, good Lord, reprieve licrl 
Oh ! raise her, faithful friends that wout deceive her. 

With s|Mi«il»|irMW% «ad firtu^^ 
And let nottorant desfotisni grieve her ; 

But wmi imm Meruy with her angel ssiie, ' < 
To cheer our hopes, and cherish expectation, 
In Ireland's wretohed^, long-beoighted aatiaii I . 

XXIH. 

Inspire our Rulers with a sense of rights . . . 

Oh I tewh thetttOkihe.jMM;ui Vktfm'* mmi. . 
lUune their minds with Truth's ethereal lights . 

And breathe a milder spirit through their laws t , 
£mbue their souls with Judgment's sapient sain,' 

To see thejf errors, and eorrect abuses; . , , *. 
Bid persecuUop, and injusiice pause : 

To thiiArvi:!^ twilt Malty prodiwee; 

laform their rtmmA%g faonlties, that.fa0lio^> : 
Bot teiids tor.«iM;«td Mtiwkl dwtraotm . 
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XXIV. 

Bray down. Oh God 1 by thy omnipotence, 

The stubbora ii*iare«f4tspotio power ; 
Remove religious prejudices henoe» 

From this lit-fated land, and cause to oowelv ' 
The pride of faeticu^ paspion*?, that deflower 

internal poanp, and trom their baneful shade. 
Shed on liie s energies a wmlry shower. 

That, far.at<f«ll ita blighting damps, has made 
A deaert-aceneef^Bational decay, 
A hopelaaa harMrt for tha reapiiigHlay. 

XXV. 

Temper Fanaticism's bigot zeal, 

Thttu Great, AU-Wise Disposer of events! 
Aflsiat Aaoeadatte^to Bee> add feel, 

Hbir Bluish Mmnile,- tor viHanooi intents , 
Has spoilt our coiiatr/f lo^eKast Hneamentai - 

To serve a faction, and to propagate 
Disunion, Hate, and Discord's muniments, fState : 

Through all our land, to strengthen Church and 
Oh God'Of lBrio ! ' remedy our wrongs. 
And ihielll the lakf thai, to thy saints,, belongs ! 

XXVL 

Author of Nature ! wonder-working Ood t . . 

By thy miraculous, august assistance, 
Convert, to wand of peace, the tyrant's rod. 

That graais, or holds, pulitical existence; 
To those who neither will, nor use, resistance 

To constituted power, be thou indulgent i 
And give our liberties renewed oonsisteaeei 

That Freedom's star again may shine effolgeol^ 
On this degraded kingdom — as it shone 
In brighter days, that dazzled — and arc gone ! 



, When Catholic Stuart fled from Britain's thron< 
OnrfathefviMidebjS wr<Migft aadeause their own: 
With rigid loyalty their minds embraoed 
The interests of a king, in whom they placed 
Mistaken confidence — and fully proved 
Their liegre obedience to the Prince they loved: ' 
Life, lortune, birthright, and religious freedom, * 
They put to hasard ; yet it was decreed them. 
That he, in whom, they centred expectation. 
Should furnish oausa for their demdation. 
(129) * 
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1'liat, in th* eventfol iirae, ruined all 

Their MoominjE^ pro8|}ectB~leavin|r Ireland, gtll 

And flemlock potions of regretful woe, 

To quair, in pain, for civil overthrow 

And Batioual de basement, undet^erved. 

By faith. tliat*bnvely fought, and Mtcr w^wni ; ' 

While traitors to their Sovereign, win, aadaatioa, 

Espoused the lawless views of usurpation. 

The brave, intripid Irish Catholic «^too(l 

The friend of Royalty, with zeal ombued. 

To act his part* as Gud's decree appointed, 

With firm alieciaaoe.to b» Lord anointed. 

Our Chieftains oourage, shewn in battl#>field— 

Evinced how well they fooght^how slow to yialdi 

Even when the Roya! l^iigitive forgook 

The post of Honour — when his fortunes took 

A wayward turn, which might have been reversed : 

They fled not from the field, like docks dinicncd» 

But strll the recreant's regai right defended. 

Nor sheathed the sword till wars wildoonfliet ended* 

Led by a wavering Leader to the Boyne, 
How bravely did our Champious battle join 
With William's, motley, multi&rioiis hos^ 
Of foreign myrmidons from many a eoast; 
Yet fraitless was the (ght, where vacillation 
Deranged the prospects of a hopefiil natloii. 
When pusillanimous irresolution, 
Restrained the arm of vengeful retribution^ 
Or ur^ed our Heroes, proKdigal of life» 
To lavish being in th* oneqou strife; 
Where magniraanity Was but retarded. 

By partial James, who "seeminii^Iy ref^arded 
His English foe«5, w\\h more misplaced affection, 
Than those to whom he itastened for protection, 
As fear pursued him from a tottering throne, 
Whioh dread and danger oaused him to dtsown. 
When to our hospitable land he flew, 
And, on her breast his wayward fortunes, threw. 
Yes I Enfi^lish enemies, who scorned his creed. 
Awoke his sympaUnes to see them bleed ;(4j 
And mure of tenderness he seemed to feel - 
For faithless sobjeots, amed with hostile steel. 
Than those who came undaunted to the dghly 
As Irish friend% to vindieate his right* 
(130) 



Digitized by Google 



TUB WBONOi OV lEmNB, 

Shame on his coward heart, and faithless tongwe^ 
From which Pandora's thousand evils sprung, 
' To waste our isle with pestilence— and leave 
But Hope behind, to comfiMrt then tiMi grief*! 

- Aigbrin WW krt liy traaelMfy, it it said, 

Where ruthless vengeance, havoc's banquet, spread 
On horror's plain — with thousands of the dead, 
That died ihe death of Glory, to evince 
Their stern allegianee to a hapless prince. 
Unvanqaitbed lineriek, ivith NaMotiMi faraMiy, 
Resisted long, and yielded nottotiimy; 
Till civil policy assigned her fate, 
When won, by falsehood, to capitulate ; 
Fop^Jn that ominous, foreboding hour, 
\Va<( Irish couiidence, induced by power, ' 
To stipulate.for rights, it sever bartered. 
And treat for liberties by nature chartered ; 
Then vrronged, deceived, ill-fated Ireland fell ; 
And frightod Freedom bade ber plains— fareweli I 

Alas ! twas then, our gloomiest age began, 
Commenoing witbdiat Proto-OraBgenum, 
Whom Faction since ennobles with divinHy, 
And God*like attributes, so like the Trinity, ^ • 
That heaven's Imperial Ruler seems neglected. 
That Faction's Demi-God may be respected \ 
To him, of " Glorious Miemory," men prefer 
Their supplicstiimi*' and their daily prayer. 
And this mote, brasen Idol ii so roasted 
With compliments of revcrenee^ and be-toasted^ 
So like a Deity, in vinous drink, 
That those, who list their oraisons, might think 
There was no other, higher God dbove. 
To claim devotion, gratiiode, or lore ! 
Ah ! telf-willed bigots ! most unthinking boli! ' . 
To follow heathenish, exploded rules, 
By worshipping an Image, made of brass» 
In Moloch's temple, lit with holy gas. 
Think ye, this glorious, pious, aud immortal . 
Divinity— whoee sMae fills the-portal . 
Of BrHain'a Capitol-^the Constitution :-t^ 
This Dalai-fMM af lha Aeifiliilioiv 
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Wa<: so divine-like, that you should esteem him. 

As God immaculate, and rashly deem tliiB, 

An object worthy of your veneration. 

Your jNo/tW prayer, and vesjpcr nedkatioB ? , 

Refrain, ye slaves of doltish soperstition, 

1^0 purchase, from the skies, yodr OWB fta^HAw, 

Bv Idolizinn^ that which is unclean — ,j 

A molten mass of metal, base and mean : . . 

Your God, at best, waii human here below. 

And wicked too, to sacrifice Glbncob (6) 

By warnmt signad-*4bfltiicoM.biit to^ 

Well executed for your Deity • ♦ 

And though you tliink your Idol was religious ; '. < 
We know, and \x<i liave felt, his power perfidioaac 
Remembrance dwells on ali ins evil deeds, 
Thatspi ung and flourished like pernieious weeds. 
To oboke tbo seedaof virtM io liia matd. 
Ere moral sunshine shed its inflacaoe load. 
To train his nobler qualities of nature, ^ . 
And :give Jiis oinnat«r its. forin a&d featora. 

Yet Wuuam's memory fatally inherits, . 

Th' ignoble slaia aod stigma of deiteri^ 

That appertain much more to his adriatniy , 
Who live, in History, as his stigmatisera»-'i - . 
To Britain first, the Prince of Orange bffOH^ ■ :. 
A liberal soul of elevated ihoutrht, ' 
That Tutord tempered, io their venal views^. , .'< 
Wi^ fintwoa-sixtamlMisbly profiitt. . . 
A king, in name, tasaal^lo sntjedMm, : ' • .. . 
To tMe who gave his goM«fnBlBOA>direction : . i',/ 
The monarch bowed with sullen dMoaataaty ' ! i ti ' 
To be the unconsentinff instrument . , * . . , 
Of Civil power, Uiat ruled both ptinee mad state^. i 
And modelled Irtland'awlattdiolf^liMe. :, : . . <> i 
Ireland •complains of most injasi deceptkin> . . ! .!/ . 
In baseness pcaetiied» 4iH her slow perception, i ul 
By Willtam's government, \vhcti Irish faith. 
Deserved from Royalty, a civic wreath. . .i.,/. 
Instead of honours— and m place of rights^ . > . " 
By treaties rattiMr-ns tniUi indites, !. .> 
Her bravery and illBobme»i aeUed^har dooH^ > 
And blighted civil JEidpila:last' lingeria|f Uhott; i.. 
For privileged Freedom, penal chains were gifcn; 
And persecution's criffles<--ahhorr€d by heaven^ 
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To til but maddening desperation drove her. 
With reeking sword, suspended still above her. 
In misery, destitution, and starvation. 

With Providence alone her consolation; 

A Matron, by injustice, so oppressed. 

Had never sat on earth's iiiduli^ent breast. 

Her wrongs, her. injuries, daily multiplied. 

To gratify tyrannic England's pride, 

And ^ive Ascendancy the satisfaction 

Of witnes'STng a loyal land's distraction; 

5^0 despots torture slaves for wanton sport, 

Where Barbarism holds its savat^e court 

In AfnVs realms (6)-— where oft inhuman crimes. 

Darken the horrors of unpolished climes, 

And shadow out the monster's murderous guilty 

By blood untimely, and profusely spilt. 

Had God, in vengeance, fixed a frightful curs^ 

On this unhappy land, could misery worse. 

Alight upon her children, than the ban 

Of curse-entailing, persecuting AWNB? 

The chains were forged by W1LX.IAM, oui; opprossor ; 

But were unrivettcd, till his successor 

Completed Tyranny's desires inhuman. 

And taught us to detest th' unfeeling womai^ 
Who planted Ignorance and slavery here, 

Willi Antt-christian Zeal, and cruel spear; 
As if our country had not been accursed^ 
Sufficiently— with plaguing ills the worst. 
Her cup of misery, wormwood, mixed with gall. 
Was brimful filled, with poison for us all ; 
A bitter draught— a dcathful, Uvas-bowl, 
To quiet Erin's, Catholic, christian soul ; 
But she has lived, in spite of law's enadments^ 
Discovery-bills— with forfeits, and ejectments— . 
Extermination— Settlements— Seduction, 
To compass Erin's ruin and destruction. 
Mtraoulonsly fruitfttl, bas increased 
The faith of Cbrist-^uMiving all the wasto 
Of Bigotry— Intolerance— and Ascendance, 
With Hope alone her spiritual dependence. 

Religious cruelty has exercised, 

Tht most infernal means could be devj«ed, 
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To strengthen persecution's bloody hand, 
And root out faith and morals from the land. 

Behold the damning means which monster's toalc, 

That swelled, in ANNB'sshort reign, the Statute-Book! 

WiUi laws unchristian, to eradicate 

The moieBt Catbolie worship from the State; 

Where early spread its Apostolic roots, 

And viny branches, clothed with clust'ring fruilt* 

Prohibited by law, th? book of knowledge, 

Was closed, from Youth, in every School, and College; 

Learning was banished— >frighted Science fied. 

And Musie, and the Muses — like the dead. 

Slept with their -sorrows^ ob their silent Lyres, 

Where Genius lingered, in its sroould'ring fires^ 

To liglit ngaiii the spric!;!itly sou! of song. 

When Ireliiiid had outlived fiet woe and wrong. 

The reverend prelate^ and the pious priest,. 

Were immolated— ^that th' utigodly feast 

Of Moloch, might not want the saerifioe 

Of human victims— thus to solemnize, 

The Pni^'an rites of Christian Heathenism, 

In all the murderou'^- pomp of barbarism. 

A minor martyr to the meek confessor— 

f*anatics offered up, the sage Professor, 

That Ignoranee, with imdtvid«dsway. 

Might keep, both Learning and her Sons, at bay. 

The Penal Code extingvn'shed light and lore. 

By baser means than man ha«i heard before; 

And yet forbade our countrymen to ruam. 

In search of Knowledge, o'er green Ocean's foam, 

Toeontinental Schools, from wbieh, the mind 

Might throw new light on darlcoess left befaiod; 

And Popery thus might strive to reinstate 

That creed which bigot*^ strove to extirpate, 

A moral gloominess o'er-spread the land, 

Sable as night on Zemblaa moonless strand : 

The maroh of mind was stationary, till 

In after times, a less restrictive Bill, 

Released the soul, and gave it power to try. 

New flights of Genius in th* enlightened sky. 

Of inteiiectual knowledge, when the laws, 

Opposed to Jjearniug no obstructive cause. 

Annb died a Bisot, and without an Heir, 
H«r^ crhae*btstitd£d» vwut erown, to wmt ; 
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Till Stuart's Line, by lateral, mixed, progression. 
Gave GuELPH to rule, in Protestaut succession; , 
While Justice overlooked, a Prince more nej^r, 
Foroonaotence' aake^the Roynl CkevaUer, 
VVhom legislative hatred disinherited ; 
Regardless of vvhat right of birlli had merited; 
Because he loved the cro«!<;, fie gained tl.e frown. 
Of proud Ascendancy, and lost his crown. 
To miidcr governmerit, and laws less cruel. 
With less of vengcaiiM Mid fanatie fuelrr 
Less rigorous per9eeiitto.ii*-4ea8 severity-* 
Greater forbearance shewn — and less austerity : 
Some gleams of sunshine, and of hopeful rays, 
Reflected from the throne throue;h broken baze: 
Some penai IStatutc:> partiaiiy repealed** 
Soma womidt hami op. if not entirely l enled— 
Some bloody Statotes, greatly moderated-^ 
Others relaxed, in power, or enervated. 
Were measures marked with civi! toleuation. 
By Buunswick's Dynasty, to Ireland's Nation. 
Yet still enough of grinding laws remained. 
To teaoh our Country, that she still waschainad. 
Through liberal motives, few havelwen tlie iafmirs^ 
To Ireland, granted, by her vile eiubMreri ; 
And all of rif;;ht, or justice, we have gained. 
Was wrung from State necessity, o'er-straiued. 
In desperate circumstances— times of trial, 
Wken eivil policy, in adf-denia]» 
Conceded rigjits, too daageroos to withhold. 
When public spirit— formidably bold. 
Demanded Justice from the Constitution, 
With |iatriot-courage, nerved by resolution. 

To free A^EnicA we doubtless owed. 
The irst relazmeDtof the PemU QMttf, 

When Britain, by imjiolicy, was taught; 
A lesson of forbearance dearly hou'i;!it. 
For other acts repoalcd— the next advance 
Proceeded, virtually, Irom tutoring France ^ 
Whose awful lectures on Misgovernment, 
Furnished, to raliog Kinjp, a Monofliant 
O f civil koowledge, {pravely eentinental. 
For future practice, most experimental. 
In age? yet unborn, shall Tyrant's trerobe, 
£veii at ilie recollection— and dis»euibie, 
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The dread inspired, by sach a solemn sermon. 

By Patriotism preached to Lords in Ermine ; 

T' instruct them, by that terrible transactionj 

Th' imposing power of popular reaction. 

When Tyrants rouse the vengeanoe of u n«tioa— 

And drive their subjects slaveato desperation 1 

Frineeaafaoald recollect, that never Sovereign, 

Possessed, in right, fhp legal power to govern. 

Till first it gained, efliciency and force — 

From whom? the people! Power*sg5eat, public source! 

Thatsabjects, in repayment, should partake, 

The benefits they give— when Kings they make* 

What is the trust reposed in State Directors, 

When «?uch become the national protfntors. 

Through Universal Suffrage, undisputod : 

The people's right, when Kings are constituted ? 

The Pnblio Safety, saored pledge! is theirs 

To hold for miHions, and their rightful heirs. 

A Crown — what is it? An Appendage given, 
A royal «ymbol, not dispensed by heaven. 
But Man's donation — for the public good; 
That Monarohs, throned on moral rectitude. 
With power exeoutive, in turn, may bless 
The source of Royalty with happiness. 
And all that salutary grace benign 
That round a Sovereign's sun-iike sphere should shine. 
With effluent ju!?tice, in benignant rays. 
To light their realms wiiu JLuve's impartial blaze. 
Then Royalty is bat a pledge, in trusty 
Which kings may, forfeit, through o*er-weeningIns^ 
For privilege — and prerogative — unsanctioned. 
Beyond the Constitution's limits lengthened ; 
And they wlio, rash and wantonly, de^pi^e, 
Their iiubjects' legal claims ; and Lyran[ii;:se 
0'ertho8e,froDiwhoni,thetr ohartered power proceeds. 
Should look, with circumpection to their deeds! 
A sense of justice, and of equal right, 
Should first, and paramount, afford delight. 
To rulins^ Princes that would wish to prove. 
Sincere attaciuuent, loyalty, and love. 
From faithful subjeels, in whose hearts should burn. 
His liege devotion from Affection's Urn. 
And there are vows, and solemn obligations. 
For binding Sovereigns, by the laws of Nations, 
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As weli ai liege-men, which, if they tran^reif. 
To prejadice their States through wickedness ; 
To God, and Man, they owe a strict account. 
For royal crimes~and to the full amount. 
And If, miRjudgingly, a Monareh thinks, 
Some christian sabjeeti 8boiiId.be bottiid with links. 
For faith alone, while some, by his decree, 
Are highly favoured, privilrn-pd, n-rrat, and free: 
He reigns a despot, perjured and torsworn. 
And merits less of sympathy than scorn. 
Ours IB n Kingdom — and we bcve a King, 
Whose praisei, Poets obaani'-and Laureates sm; 
They tell bin — all his people are possessed 
Of pvrry i^ood -and nrv •supremely blesKcd ; ■ 
But Ireland— Catholic Ireland, answers, nay, 
To all his eulogizing Bards may say. 
Of equal Liberty ; while Church and State, 
Direct ber destinieB and rigid fate; 
While Free(k>m's smiles, are only shed on those 
For whom the fount of Royal favours flow«>, 
With streams of health and over flowing grace. 
To light Ascendancy's bloom-blushing face. 
With cheerful joy, and rosy-featured gladness. 
While Catholic Ireland wears the gloom of sadness : 
Sitting dejected on- her heights sublime — 
The slave of tyranny — the wreck of crime— 
The dupe of fraudulence— a regal Helot — 
The scoff and scorn of everv canting: Zealot : 
Chained, by Intolerance, tu the wheels of slavery, 
With all her noblene88.«4Uid dauntless bravery. • 

Kings, nursed in Bigotry, and taught to hate, 
The name of Popery in their infant state, 
Whose childish thoug^hts fanatic zeal has trained, 
Till sense is blinded, and their conscience chained, 
Can ill be inllnenced by liberal views. 
When Reason teaches judgment, how to choose 
The path of duty, with impartial eyes. 
Should biassed prejadice the soul disguise. 
The Hanoverian Race, from first to last, 
Through all its Kings, were of this curious cast: 
Illiberal tntors uoBlded all their natures. 
And filled their minds with strange, ideal creatures : 
Religious fantacies---Hobgoblitt ^rites, 
Like those which Fear creates, on shadowy nichti» 
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With fancy's self-created •pp^ntion. 
Such idle Tales, a, Xursppy children hear, 
Poured deadly, moral powoii on the ear : 
Of popish plots— conspiracies and iapiions. 
Rebellions— murders— heathen predileotioni; 
And every vice, by monstrous Eiotion bred, 
Was heaped on Popery's unoffending head ! 
However generous, Nature formed Iheir clay, 
Religious education lorded sway, 
O'er all the faculties of soul and sense, 
' With bigot zeal — and blind iutoleranoe : 
Fall of new faith inspired by ReforinatioB, 
Came Gborgb, the Kirvi, to rule the Britvh Nation^ 
As lioUieran Pontifix—and Faith's Defender, 
In oppossitiOD to Ih' aii^ged Pretender." 

Like Sire, like Son, may naturally bje reckonedi 
GusLPa's doubifiUoikfiiagf (S«(MioB,woanied tkt 
Second;* 

And Gbougb, the TAird—tW) candid to deceive us. 
Acknowledged, conscience wist not to relieve HS 1 
His present Majesty, + vtc. Iih induotion» 
At least received poiaicai iiutructioii. 
On liberal principles, howe'ar bis- mind, 
Might otherwise, be apiritaally inclined ; 
His motives may be Iiooaat-r-and hij b^prt 
Mure generous than hi'^ prudencp, dare impart ; 
But this we know, that lie. who was our friend. 
Would never hope and doubt so loag suspend, 
If Justice— and a Nation's wrongs, engaged 
A Prinoa'a thoughts, wlipsf Wi|l ponid havaa^saagad 
Oor penal sufferiajga— now of long enduranoa. 
With something more than Hope's too frail assurana. 
Our friend, if such he be, should prove by actions. 
Of solid kindness, all his warm aPfecMt^n?, 
And suffer not our >rnst to hang on lear,> 
Saatained by doubts, atone, from year to year ; 
From civil session, on to civil seasiOR, 
In painful and ujieihangeable.prograisiofli ; 

* Why doubtful uf&priog ? Lut those who huva iieerd of U10 
gallantries of Count Koningimwrk, and who can assign an ot< 
t«nsible reason for coercive sef eri^ to the Qoeen« answer tbic 
question. 

f Now hu Isle Maiestrr 
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Till Patience, weaned out with expettaiion, 
Grows sick in soul with time's accumulation ; 
Though unprodttetihre d^TS are rolling on, 
While fliavery hangs life^B energies upon. 
In tills misgoverned Island, strong as ever. 
With iron litiks wWtch power would noidissevtl^ 
So long as ilesjiotjsm finds occasion, 
For double-dealing treachery, and emion. 

Our rders iind for every thine a season. 
Save that which gathers strengtflftom right and rtasoB 

The cause of Ireland, nnd her sons degraded, 

AIn«vt, sliameful conduct! ever be e\aded; 

Lest Popery should predominate, spread, and grow. 

To Church and State combined— a deadly foe. 

Unblushing advocates of stern oppression ! ' 

Who glory in misrule— your vile profession ; 

Ye civil sinners, who, for self-protection, 

Would aggravate our national distraction, 

And fence your interests with offensive arms. 

Against the assumptive danger of alarms : 

Whence grows the dread of Popish domination* 

And all tne freedom of Emancipation? 

Can civil policy be les=^ rrsjrected. 

By Catholic subjects, than the powers elected? 

To them, is property of no esteem, 

While native fields, for them, j)rofusely teem. 

With liberal bounties ofaffrarian wealth. 

Amid Creation's lairooriteliaants of health? 

Is State security less dear to them, 

Than those whicli Ro^aUv rnav briVhlly gem 

With all the exolu.sive privileges of freedom, 

That partial Justice has so long decreed them? 

There was a time, erewhile, of greater danger. 

When Ireland was, to liberty, a Stranger: 

A frightful time, in which, her Sons possessed. 

No interest in the soil that warmed her breast : 

In tiiat dark age, when Catholics were excluded. 

From native rights— and shamefully denuded 

Of wealth and neritage — ^'twere lien no wonder. 

If Catholio loyalty had burst asunder 

The bond of duty, to dissolve the yoke 

That chained their freedom, and their xpiril^ brdke* 

At such a juncture madness might prefer, 

The ebullitions of its wild despair, 
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\Vhen ftll vn$ loit that ofaerkbed bope or fesr. 
Thai Jov« eatefiiaed— >or nade a coaotry dear ; 
Then surely was \he time, when foes might dread^ 
That stormy vengeance would assail the head. 
Whence flowed the ills of which our sires comjplaiaed^ 
Wbttii Birth-right failed— -and little else remained, 
la their possession, otber than their slatery. 
Their sense of wrongs^ and Inefficient bravery. 

Thank Heaven ! 'tis otherwise, with Ireland now : 
She guides the scythe, the sickle, team, and plough : 
Her sons, in landed property, possess 
Substantial means, domestic life to bless : 
Jn these, their loyalty will find security, 
And firm allegiance, free from all impurity : 
Their wcalih, the soil — their riches, its increase— 
Their homes, their castles — and their Goddess, peaee j 
Would Irish Catholics madly sacrifice. 
In rebel wantonness, tbeir own supplies 
Of social happiness in desperation, 
Through lawless acts of insubordination ? 
That Britain should be prosperous, great, and fret, 
As Empress Queen, and Mistress of the sea. 
Is our desire, so long as peaceful Union, 
Sball teach oar Isles reciprooal oommonion : 
So linked tc^etber, we must stand, or fall ; 
Our interests common — and our duties, all. 
In danger, to support and shield the crown. 
Should foreifTfi foes a«sail, or fortune irown* 
Tiie iiody and the Members must unite 
Their mutual powers, to guard cdnnative right: 
The Constitution, from attacks extraneous. 
With vigorous efforts, prompt, and simultaneous; 
Or all must suffer, should one member pause. 
To act in concert with th' iinpelling laws 
Of state necessity, when iiiuuvatiun. 
Should rouse the spirit of self-presertation* 
Ireland, the strongest arm of British power. 
May well be trusted in the dan^ous hour 
Of foreign inroads, should a daring foe^ 
Attempt, by violence, to overthrow 
That government, with which she is allied. 
And, as a regal state* identified. 
Two motives paramount would then evmoe. 
Her strength and loyalty's omnipotenoa: 
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Religious Fait^, and that\vhich stronjrly binds 

To country, for its sake, all hearts and niiuds— • ■ 

Self-tiiiere&t'^JJfea soul-moving spring of wtion, 

Wliieh wins, and holds, the patriot's best affeetiotti. 

With those internal agents of defence. 

Our Nation soon vtill tame the insolence, 

Of tliose who'd dare to venture' from afar, 

On Erin's shores, to spread oiFt tiaive war. 

Then, if our faith and interest can approve, 

Our zeal, allegiance, loyalty and love; 

And ramisli, for the Catholic's, liege adhesion, 

His best securities against Misprision — 

Twelve decimated rounds of time, has he 

Been loyal as a Bondman — and, if Iree, 

What argument could sophistry produce. 

To shew that he would liberty abuse 

When denizened, and raised above his fate, 

A privileged member of the Triple State ? 

If God and conscience made him meekly bow. 

Without respntment to his fate, til! now, 

'Tis most absurd to dread he will revoke, 

His civil vows when Slavery's chains are broke; 

In wanton vengeance woald he sacrifice, 

His own possessions, and dissolve the ties 

That bind his rights, and int< rosts to the throne, 

When all, that Justice sought for, was his own ? 

No ! gross absui dily, to presuppose, 
That mad revenge, wotttd rank hm with the foes 
Of all be valued most; -when Freedom smiled ; 
His home, his altar, country, spouse, and child : 
If, in his bondage, he has bent lo labour. 
Without repining— and ha? loved his neighbour, 
With Scriptural rectitude,, in all his dealings. 
However harassed may ha?e been his feelings; 
If, to the laws, his conscience shewed respect. 
If duty never charged him with neglect , - * 
And iC his faith has never been forsworn, 
Kven, at the worst, when Hope was left forlorn; 
11: iiK I its all the power, which laws can yield 
in Cabmet, Senate, Navy, Or the Field; 
Yet not to him has power or place being given ; 
But much affliction, mourned by pitying heaven; 
Tried by the Ordeal of a fate too rigid; 
Chilled by indiierence, tepid, cold, and frigid, 
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As Boreas breathes on icy Arctto laiet 

Where loveless sunshine sheds iirtwarmincj sotttt; 
By suffering proved, till overwhelming care. 
Was insupportabie for inan to bear ; 
Chained, in hk energies, for virtue-'s sake^ 
While cruelty essay^ bis heart to break : 
Stripped and despoiled of patrimonial rights; 
Flung, like a culprit, down from Honour's height* t 
Practised, in patience, like the sternest stoic. 
With masrnanity the most heroic ; 
Scoffed by the proud, and spurned by haughty power. 
When scarce one hope, for bm, was seen to llower 
A slave, at home — an Exile, wbeo abroad — 
By persecution scourged — and overawed, 
By blind intolerance, like the slave of slaves. 
Upon the velvet of his fathers' graves: 
Duped by deceit— and by injustice wronged; 
And blamed for deeds that to the base belonged i 
Heaven never looked on creature so degraded. 
By those that barbarously his rights invaded I 

Now, after all his yoar*; of trial past. 
Let Justice yield hinv liberty at lust ; 
Strike off his diains, ye ministera of Royalty, 
And give him freedom to evince his loyalty ; 
And you wiU gratitude, not f^geanoe, nid, 
The ruling pa5?«?ion of his generon? mind. 
A faithful subject, certainly, nhould bp. 
To pvove bis services, from bondage free : 
Be his the power, tafeei hia conseqoeaoe. 
And aN his rightful, privileged, influence : 
Will him as free as liberal laws can make hin^ 
And to your legislative Temple take him; 
Yet undisqualitied by damning oaths, 
At v\'hich rehgious delicacy loathes;* 
And doubt not oasnisli! but you'll find him than. 
In worth, unrivalled b^ the sona of men I 
When this is done* which should be done withsfoa^ 
Britain shall borrow glory from the deed: 
Ireland will flourish like a field of flowers. 
And peace and concord will frequent her bowers : 
Her wealth will flow in copious^ rich supplies, 
To banquet Britain with redundancies: 
Her commerce will improve, and bustling trade. 
Will add moDientUB to the plough and spiade; 

• The Relief-BUl had net thrown open tbe doois of the 
Senate, to the Roman CKtliolie»> when the slravti was writtsn- 
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And what is more — the nations will approve. 

The act of Justice to allegiant love ; 

While Fame, with all her thousand tongues, will tell 

Th' adniriDg woiid» how slavery's Idol fell, 

In Britain, prostrates at the Throne of Goblfh, 

Who rose, at lengtii, sujicrior to himself. 

In royal clemency — that slaves, no more, 

Might sigh for Freedom on their native shore,* 

Dismiss yonr doubts and fears, ye politicians, 
Who furniBh recipes, as state physicians ; 
For, rest assured, that Kingdom cannot thrive, 

Whirh !crrp=; the flairip-^ of factious strife alive : 
Can Empires prosper that encourage knavery, 
Bv holding faith in ever>during Slavery ? 
Shall realms be envied by surrounding nations, 
Which merit more their loudest execrations ? 
For deeds tyrannical, and crimes detested. 
That long have power's polluted source infested. 
And stained with sacrilege and profanation. 
The scat of Justice and Administration. 
Britain, herseli, is burthened with distresses. 
And state necessity severel;^ presses, 
like Spbultes on her frail Finances, 
While secret ruin, though unseen, advances. 
With all its? pestia! plagues, a ravcnin/r Vulture, 
To prey on Commerce, Trade, and Agriculture. 
Is this a time for Britain to divide 
Her tnbject nations ? while, with waati allied 
She sees her national resources drooping. 
While all, but Arch- Ascendancy, is stooping^ 
To Mvil Exigence: that public evil 
Which draws down pride and princes to its level. 
Administrative Wisdom should exert, 
Its sapient judgment, timely to aver^ 
The growing ili^ that onward are progressing. 
With fatal omens, painfully distressing. 

* Tbltlrhimphaiit conquest over prejudice aod Pens! Lawi, 

n achieved tbrougli thf^ recommendation ol' his la;« 
M^eslj and Privy CouocU, to the Imperial Legi»Iature j though 
more than twelw moitths subtequently in point of time, tome 
periodi this part of the Poem was written ; and coukl we feel 
convinced, that this greatiy laudable meaiure flowed spontane- 
omly firom Royal clemency, and not from relactant state-no- 
cessity, we neeit nut hesitate to predict, that nn act so liberal, 
and generously just, will elevate tbe name of George tiie Fourtli 
above ttapse m his leif tidersnt ancestois, in the semttniifaqg 
•itimation of poftcrlty. 
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Tlic prodigality gf by -gone ycarsr, 
With aU its dire efficteocy appears, 
On Britain's crazed, oonsumptive ConsiitutioBh— 
The hapless oonsequenoe of rash profusion. 

Tis now tlie reign of peace, whilf o»er the land. 
The placid Goddess waves her Ohve Waad^ 
Yet unprolific grows her spreading vine. 
And unproduetively it tendrils twine. 
Around its deatb*struck stay— the fading Laurel 
Of national prosperity. Uow sage a moral. 
Results thrrefrom, which evidently shews, 
That peace, as well as war, brings may woes. 
Yet war, not peace, produced the sad cli'ects, 
That, now the current of distress, directs ; 
And past inipolicy-«Hmd fruitless glory-— 
Make sad Eizperienoe tell a woe-fraugitt story 
To statesmen, Councillors, and Legislators, 
Concerninii; war^:, <-ampaigns, negotiators- 
Heroic pa<;eanis, victories, battle thunders — , 
Deatli, carnage, empty triumphs, awful wonders. 
With all the horrors^ cruelty, and crimes, 
The frightful scenes of military times ; 
EndinL'- in disappointment and vcxattoM, 
To Britain's profligate'and speiidthriii NaUoo- . 

For thrice ten y^ars, our hostile empire waged. 
Triumphant war, in politiop engaged 
With continental states^ and laviaSed wealth, 
Blood, physical re^u^ces, power, and health. 
For fruitless purpo'ifs, as lime hath shewn, 
When debts aceuniuluti^ around the throne. 
She governed Europe vvuii despouc sway, 
And leagued her kingdoms in the dread affray. 
To crush one haughty spirit, that tn figh^ 
Swept all before it with its conquering might* 
In this, by stratagem, her art succeeded — 
And peace, to Euroj c, was, at length, conceded ; 
Napoleon sunk, — a brightly-setting star; 
And Mer^ ebatned thebraien Toiee of war. 
Imperial France beheld her eagle wounded, 
And heard appalled, th' terms of peace propounded. 
That gavf her Bourbon's withered, Kingly stock, 
(Which Britain shielded from the fatal block 
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Or murderous Guiiioline) once more, lu rule 
Her nltlra-liberaly dempcratio aebool, 
A fading tree, in physical decline-^ 
O ! how unlike Napoleon's pruniised line. 
Of youthful Cicsars, rising in maturity. 
To gild the 'kies ot nations, and futurity! 
For all her services and friendly aid. 
To Bourbon-France, has Britain beeh repaid 
With jealous hatred, which she scarce conceals, 
Till opportunity her mW reveals. 
The fate of Buonaparte and martyred Ney, 
Remembrance will regret for many a day : 
And France will pay, iti steel, CamiUus-iike, 
Her ancient rival, when she deigns to strike! 
Britain, instead of friends,- has purchased foes, 
And covert enemies — nor few ot those, 
. From whom, she might be vain enough, to deem 
^he merits gratitude, and marked esteom ; * 
And should the powers of Europe once combine. 
To meet her, more than midway, on the brine 
That parts her islands from the continent — ' 
Who knows, how much — how fong, she might lament 
The consequences of a conflict tried. 
For rival empire, and ascendant pride I 
That such a test of oppcsilion, yet 
May be adduced, to iiiiLain'ii deep regret. 
It now behoves her, ere that day arrive. 
Against her evil destinies to strive : 
Let her be just, and generous to her own. 
To Tence and fortify her regal throne 
With friends and freemen, ready to defend her 
Against th' insulting luc ibai dare offend her. 
Let every subject feel himself as free. 
As laws can yield, of civil liberty ; 
And then may she, with Freedom's flag, unforled^ 
£id stern deliance to a hostile world ! 
But should her partial justice still pursue 
The favourite scheme of cherishing the Few, 
In Ireland's land of HelotB, to the Millions^ 
As if the Units counterpoised Octillions; 
As if the individual were a host. 
And only wortliy to bo valued most. . 
Still here should despotism clam; obedience. 
And partial tyrants still exact allegiance? 
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JStiouid persecution, always vviili impunity^ 
In blood indulge on every opportunity ? 
Intolerance rule — and blind fanatic zeal. 
Commend the Catholic breast to Faction'i steel ? 

And Protestant Ascondanrv, delifrht 

In stili opposinn; equity and right ? 

If these auxiliaricii of Clmrch and State, 

Might always rivet Ireland to her fate. 

Of pains and penalttee, and seal her doom, 

Till Slavery bent her to th' insensate tomb; 

Then might Injustiee stretch her bloody hand. 

With withering power, o'er this ill-fated land. 

And here m\ght Cruelty, like Vampire feast 

On blood, that only thirst for bluud inei eased ; 

While Malice, Hate, anti aothorised oppression. 

Might practise wrongs; yet sin without transgrenioa. 

But Britain knows, there is a God above^ 

A God of retribution — and of love, 

Who punishes the ^Mckediicss of Nations, 

With crimc-demandiug. just retaliations : 

He sends the dreadful agents of his power, 

In Danger's awful, unexpected hour. 

To waste, depopulate, and scourge the land. 

That ruled with merciless, unfeeling hand; 

Abu'^ini^ power by mnltiplied ofTenees, 

Agamst high heaven, and all its ordinances. 

Power IS the gift of God, and will remain. 

While Mercy holds her mild and gentle reign ; 
But when Injustice leagues with iawless migh^ 
1^ infringe the laws of equity and ri^ht; 
Justice retributive unshcaths her sword. 
To minister the vengeance of the Lord : 
Palsies the proud— and nerveless leaves the arm. 
That only practised cruelty for barm, 
And renders powerless, weak, and impotent 
The heart that pity eould not make relent. 
She raises up the weak again??t liie htrong — 
The injured right, against the sons of wrong. 
To castigate the wicked for their deeds, 
When suffering Virtue, for her children, pleads 
Tollim who tolerates crimes— and then chastises. 
By moral means, tiie Despot that devises, 
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lu heart iti^utuau (grown, with vices, callous) 
Refined barbarity against his fellows. 
Power is a quality, thac Virtue cherishee. 
In bodies politic, that never perishes. 

So long BH generous natures nurse and warm it. 

And tyrants want the faculty to harm it. 

In Oriental regions lirst it sprung. 

When Man's incipient energies were younp ; * 

It grew with greatness, till the base abused it. 

And arbitrary Governors misused it : 

It spreads from land to land — from clime to clime. 

And visits Empires only (or a time t 

It rests, and journeys on, unulieci»ed by seas, 

As all-directing Providence decrees. 

Alas ! what mighty Kingdoms are no more. 

That once were eminent, m days of yore; 
But power forsooli them, for their j^uilt and crimes^ 
The bad effects of rude and barbarous times, 
Assyria, Persia, Macedon, and Rome, 
Troy, Egypt, Carthage, moulder in the toml^ 
The awful Sepulchre of time and nations. 
With ail but memory of their declinations. 
And crime-reeording deeds, that will not die, 
\\ lide History's Muse preserves their infamy ! 
They flourished with their tyrants, and are dead,^ 
While other States and Empires, in their stead. 
Elsewhere arose — that in their tarn shall fall, 
When Time the Arch- Destroyer, over all 
Shal! flap his wings, in triumph — heedful not. 
Where latik corruption and its kindred rot. 
!■ i eedoiu aud ipnvuege are tlie arms of power ;, 
Its basttoned fortress, and its buttressed tower : 
Its ward of strength against opposing ills ; 
Its beacon lights, on free, unconquered bills ^ 
Its spear and buckler in the day ofstrife^— 
The heart, the nerves, and sinews, of its life: 
These properly duected, ^ive existence^ 
To civil grcatness---dreading no resistance ; 
And armed with these, may Empires hold their sway. 
To flourish long untainted with decay. 
Thus niay'gt thou, Britain, live and grow, by these. 
The death-delying Empress of the seas; 
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For ail the elements of greatness lie 
Within thy grasp, beneath thy regal eye ; 
With iiappy homes, to make thy subjects blest, 
With Altars firee~-ftDd peace, to soothe their rest; 
And all the blessings that attendant wait. 
Upon a wisely regulated State. 

Thy sins are great, before offended heaven; 
Kcpentin lime — and hope to be for<;iven : 
He generous, just, and wise, in all thy ways, 
That thou mayst look for many glorious days. 
Prolonged by [uililic \'irtucs — and renowned 
For equitable laws, the world around ; 
With upright Ministers, to guide the Helm 
Of rr^a! State, and orjrani/p the Realm, 
With salutary laws, to yieid protecLiou, 
To every subject, without predileetioo, 
Fi&TOur or partiality to Sects, 
Beyond wli at Justice, and the Code, directs; 
And then thy throne, O Britain ! may defy. 
Time's all-destruotive, potent energy ! 

Thou boBStest of thy Freedom— and declare. 
What Liberty thy happy ohildren share : 
On every wind thy egotism floats, 

And strain:- the organs often thousand throats, 
or venal Scribes, who write, or sing, orsay," 
What Interest dictates for ignoble pay: 
They tell the Old and New World, that in thee, 
Mankind are happy—and the happy free : 
That thou surpaasest all Eiarth*s realms, in ESqaitf, 
Whose nicely-scanning eyes possess ubiquity. 
To see, and be, wherever Justice needeth, 
Its friendly agency, when Mercy pleadeth, 
For human wrongs, the innocent to right. 
And shelter Virtue from untimely blight 
Thy fulsome flattei-ers, in their adulations. 
Proclaim thee — ** Glory of surrounding Nations;" 
Envied for ^^roatness, far beyond thy neighbours, 
Tn civil polity, that nobly labours, 
i o render all thy subjects brave and fearless, 
And for al! attributes of Genius, peerless. 
Self-flattered Britain ! canst thou think to raises 
Thy well-known oharacter, by self-sane praist ? 
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Canst thou persuade us, that thou art admired, 
By other nations — or that heaven inspired 
Thy sons, or thee, with Genius, to beomae 
The Empress paramount of Ghristeiklom f 
The boast and glory ot th' admiring eartlif 
While neighbouring States derive a source of mirth 
From thy vainglorious, selfosufficient pride, 
That smiles eonlempt on all the world beside ? 
'Self-praise should never swell the Tmtop of Fane- 
Self-flattery will not elevate a same: 
Others must eulogise os, if of merit. 
One modest, latent sprirk, \vt^ l»ut inherit; 
Self-Adulation is the drum of vanity, 
Which I oily beats, to shew its own inanity : 
And they, who laud their own self»exoellen<^, 
Have little claim to decency or eenee. 

Presumptuous Nation ! qualify thy strain. 
Of high-flo\Yn panegyric sung in vain. 
So lonj^: as deeds are stronger than professions 
And public virtue weaker than transgressions: 
Thy own Self-Eulogy is but a babble 
That floats upon the tide of factious troable : 
Thy setf-sufiicienoy of self-creation. 
Is bnt the phantom of self-estimation^ 
By fancy and imagination painted 
Upon thy mmd, with pride so deeply tainted. 
An! think theeBritain ! arrogant of heart! 
W^hatmen esteem thee, veiled with all thy art. 
Despised by those who criticise thy actions. 
And shrewdly scrutinise thy imperfections: 
The honest praise of merit ill belong?. 
To tliose who Jound liieir eulogy on wrongs. 
And build their panegyrie on oppression, 
Perfidious laws, and civil indiscretion. 
Thou boastest fame, where infamy is due : 
Thou wouldst be flattered for thy greatness too, 
\Yith all thy meanness, and thy selfish ways. 
And act unjustly to reverse thy praise. 
Ambitious Britain ! canst thou be renowned? 
While public crimes pollute thy sacred ground. 
Injustice, persecution, slavery, faction. 
With penal laws of dark and grim complexion 

No I these, so lone as tyranny shall rule 
Thy senate-hall, andminfalerial school. 
Will stain thy glories, and reduce thy name 
Below the standard of eonoblinc fame. 
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if thou deUgbtest in ibv lreedoiB*-*wby 
Should slavMTjr Uvi^ wn«re bmvery caauii 4i« ? 
WJwre loytfty eiuhi, AtM fetters bind 

The noMe arm, and hnavcn-enlightcncd Tiiitt4 ? 
And where a pure, unsullied I'aith remains, 
Sbonld oonseience be coerced with iegai chaios? 
Intolerant Despot ! rule vriih milder sway : 
Porwie Ike rigm-^d Imob our wills the wif 
To pBMtise loyaltj^ with gratefel Iipve^ 
By rfifsin^ Virtue s suffering train above 
The rigid destiny that man decreed, 
When iievolutioa sowed its he»ilock seed, 
fie thou, at length, t^e i^riend of the distressed^ 
And emolele Ibe Li»a eft tky erest; 
In lofty a eMoeea md g/aitrm^, 
BisdaiDiDg Mvage feiee^ aod<bfiite (eroottj. 

How many painful yfars, has Ireland wai(»eii 
To see her Catholic children re-mstated 
In fvll pewewion of their rigbifut itotten^ 
As native freeoMii k their venal nation : 

We, Irish slaves, with modesty, petition 

For tolerant, legislative manumission, 

And are, from time to time, and times, evaded, 



While Patienee sielttaed for Snaneipstioa ; 
Yet ttill she fvaite with fruitless expectation. 
No more inform us, *' this is not the seaaon" 

For Justice to attend to right and reaeen; 
Jnsult us not, with useless declaination, 
Concerning Papery ij vile abomination ; 
Mo more eonteniptnooely diidnia to gvnnt 
What right demands, anid ■fiutbful subjeota wittt : 
Mock not our 8u£Eerings longer vrith protmotioi|» 
Nor charge us \\rongrnl!y with disaffection : 
Spurn not ourclaiHis, if thou hast faitht'ul found U8 • 
With black ingratitude, no kinger wound usi 
Restore our priviieg«&-^-nnd letns he, . 
As were our aneientwres, when gseat and 'free; 
Give back our rigl^ which we have never sol^ 
Nor bartered for that yellow substariee, giAA : 
Iti justice to our nu rits, let us share 
The fruiU of io^aity's incessant prayer. 
In full froition'>-not in part, or portion ; 
No monstrous b«th» no ill-natured abortioft 
Of legislative wisdom, born to fright us. 
But Liberty's aveet eftpriftg> to daiulit us 
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With lineamentft of beauty fatmndfine, 
like Iritb Fre«donitMi InrdqfsdifiM* 

Tell notour Millions, that haive d yog together. 
Through stormy times of Faetion-ironbled weatlMr, 
That &th^ttie «i«iM»Mtli ^ Brilbl^Mmts, 
Shoold still bft kft to niter wiM Mitpfauiits 
To idle winds and iaadyertent ears. 
Till, thro* her bondage, nature sin!(s with yMnk 
There is a sin that cries aloud to heaven 
For ipunishmenty that slowly is for|giTezig 
By him iilio registan iH hanaa wimm. 
And man's iniquity tbroogb ohangcfol tiani; 
Defrauding teMlfol servants of their wages^ 
With heartless oruelty for Ieng;thening aee^. 
Must draw down fatal vengeance, Boon or late, 
Upon th' offender-^lte it prince, or state, 
Or Imtd^ or imatar» witti m Mighting oarsey 
To tettpoml liap|mMi»--if aotiiiag woraa. 
What stete— ^what nation, kmmfidAH hum 
As this, our lovely isle of emerald green, 
To heartless Britain, winle her hands were hound 
With manacles, and gyves her limbs around, 
.To bnd her ciwf giea of Itfa Md notion, 
Whitebi^Rtliingtoinrcrtfl foo i ■ H w Hi o tt fi 
Ireland has boi^t herirofliAon well, Mud lonig^ 
YttStiH her heart is overpowered Vfilh mOi%-| 
And still oppression and its eiie ia3t, 
While Persecution holds her eaptive fas^ 
That overgrown Asoendancy may thrift. 
By koe}ung Fdotioft'o donofMi tUvow 

Our Government dissents firo« ovoty Wtffoll 

In liberal policy ; — Civilisation, 
Which humanises elsewhere, hardens here 
The iron soul, umofteoetl with a tear; 
lojiiitioo raloi our destiniet, and keen 
Her viffil nidKb-ftNtoh while poor Erm weeps, 
Uncomforted upon her lonely hills. 
Swelling with crystal woes, her mountain rilla^ 
By some, 'tis idly rumoured round the Itand, 
That our lilmauctpation is at hand : 
They tell us how oar PrmiUerh designing 
Effectual means to silence our repining; 
Yet others speak of pledges and securide^ 
Of oivil goarwiteea and striot tMoritici 
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For Catholic loyalty^— as if the slaves 

or domination were nbandojied Iomtos; 

Whose constant praotioefl of vioe had doomed them 

To bear the weighty bondage that consumed then^ 

And not the brave and failhlul, freebura hosts 

Of Irish Patriots, that» on many coasts. 

Had fought and bled in bravery's martial traio. 

With lioB-hearto that Gudph night safely r«igo« * 

A mii^hty monaroh, daatined to reward 

An injured Nation'a long abused re|^d. 

Pledges, for loyalty! now, if, in sooth, * • 
There he, m aadi a ruuiuur, aught of truth, 
'Tis most insoltinf to a nation's feelings 
To bear of such nefarious, wicked dealings 
Of artful ministers, who'd set us free, 
By binding; half the limbs of Liberty! 
And sending Freedom i'eUered to our shores, 
To heal our wounds, and cicaU ise uur sores I 
Is ibis what honest Mffvioes roqpiro 
Of him, who still must own an IriA sire ? ■ 
Could Wellington deceive the veteran band ; 
That fought his battles in a foreign land, 
And wreathed his brow? with laurels, by amusil^ 
Tiieir liopes mlii oilers, vvoftiiy ot refusing ? 
The military statesmiB may deeeivo n% 
With false pretenofs, Jtml atiU shaeldad Idtvo m; 
But Ireland, in her present sitiiatioii, 
Must have her dues gf full einanoipatiOD»i ■ 
And nothing less, to satisfy her wants, 

ruin senatorial, righl-cuucediu^ grants ; 
Or else, she most, a» hitherto, remain 
A knuUd Upaes^: t^ bite her eha^^ 
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CANTO IV. 
7%e Unim. 



Woe grows on woo-^ud wroog uMoeecb to wrong, 
Liko wsM mnmodiiig wsto on Occnn'o flbore : j 

Our current of dntress rolls dark along. 

As flows Couyius where the damned d^pIOTOf 
Of bitter Acheron, our sires before 

Have drunk profusely, from th' infernal bowl. 
Which fieada iafintd with ^eodiy BeUekore, 

To qntnob upmlioii in t|M pmot loat; 
An J drown in Ltik^% waves that spirit high 

Whioh Froodoni gtvo— Ond honven forbado to die, 

. • - • ■ ■ • ' 

ir. 

Invasion fi»t and Re/onncUion next— • ; 

Tiiea Revolutign came with devastation, , 
Seeking, insidiouslv, some falaO pretext, 
' 1% rain iad onittvo our wAlo astioii : ^ 
• BM>b seonrged, in turn, with rod of donmrfioii, • . 

And «?cattnred pestilence o'er Eriu's breast; 
Yet that which most deserves our execration, 

The UNfON'^pTot'ed our most destructive pest: 
That wieked ocwpact monsters hatched in Hell, 

To ring oar Goimtiy« totetl rofOtfcn^n^l ^/ 

A twilight ffleam of glory, short and bright. 

Illumed til* Horizon of onr hapless land, 
When, for a time, we rose in native mieht^ 

A proud and independent patriot bancf: 
Freedom ontatreleiied htt. Senatorial Wand, 

Tooohed witb a mngio, talitmanio power : 
Hope's r(^eate blooms fell blossomed from her hand 

On Erin's fields, a beauteous, floral shower; 
And new-fledged joy spread forth her fair*plumed wing, 
To court the breeze of patriotism's spring. 
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IV. 

Upon the vantage-ground of Independence, 

Our faiiliful statesmen mrshalled all (beir iu)sU,(2) 
To oowbai Bnu^ii poiitio AsoeiidaAee, 

Idke veteran ojiieftaiiit finaly iit {MMto : 
Of iiaX short gleam of chivalry, aiill kp^ 

Degraded Ireland ! though it paved 9>W99$ 
Parhelion-like, and vanished from her coasts. 

With evening radiance at the close of day; 
And with it set tlie briUiant ligiits of lame, 
Wboae rays were UghM^ng — ^nd whoae luatre flamf • 

V. 

Peace to their qiifits the TirlNMi Tali 

And calmly tranquil may their •<hliltJre|»ose 
Upon their country loved nnd honoured breast, 
Beneathsweetspring flow crs, andbleak wintry snows I 
Green «ia tbe^ bo&oniH^ where the 8hainrock grows, 

May guardian aeraplis oeaaeless vigi]» Jieep, 
To abwld their hallow inI afar Wit fro» rmiAm.hm, 
Vlho'd dareto tread wher« Freedom'sebampioQialeep: 
The last, the best— the bravest of the few. 
Of £^rio'8 8»UB, ioiioaowr'a |Mtfp<»e trjie I 

VI. 

In that bright period of HiberBifiti pride, 
To.whieb lUsiembrance oft reverts^ with tW99 

"Let not due panegyric be denied 

To Liberty's true friends, the Voi^JNTSBiSt 
Whose Era still a verdant spot appear!^ 

A sun-gilt Oasis to Memory's eye. 
Amidst the desert aeenes of tine wd years. 

Were Srin's lofty honours humbled Jie; 
A Balbbc wilderness of desolation : 
The wreofc of Majeaty'a dinyHdialion* 

VII. 

Too proud ; too independent to be borne— 

Too much embued with Amor Patris's fire;, 
Fol] soon oor brave, heroic band «[M sboE9 

Of military power-^Iest son and sire 
With disaffection's cohorts, should con^pire^ 

To overturn Britannia's interests here. 
And string to Liberty i;reeii Erin's Lyre, 

To rouse the spirit of eacit Vuiunteer 
And nrfke a Wsmmmw or JBomvae 
Of every patriot in defensive wv. 



TBI WRON05 OF IBBLANO. 

VIH. 

Britain, that haughty and itupenous Sovereign, 

Who sent Discordia to our It^land first. 
To teaoh her Satraps to •* dg»id& and govern,'' 

And make the heart of oifil peace aconrtedi 
But ill could brook to learn, that Erin nursed 

The Goddess Concord in the lap of union. 
And (heretoro, \\\lh invidious treachery, burst 

The Fauces ol our national communion, 
By native means whieh perfidy suggested— 
Tliat wicMnto approM— lint h^ra detAted. ' 

IX. 

RebeHion, fostered by the British State, 

To gain its object— like a Mn^m'me 
Burst forth with violence, to seal the fate 

Of this sweet island of the emerald green ; 
The horrors of those haptessr times we 've seen. 

When Erin's spirit was in wild nproar, 
As fierce Bellona, of terrific mien. 

Flew, with her war-torch round sad Ireland's sbore^ 
Diisseniiimtin^^ tup and dread dismav. 
Along grmi havoc'sij Uooci-cucniusuQed way. 

X. 

The tallest Poppies of oar garden blooms 

Were then cutdown by worse than Tflr§'we>ihand8;(3) 
The flower of Erin's yonfh sought early tombs 

Throughmartial law, and Britain's harsh cooiinandsj 
Some fled irom vengeance into foreign lands, 

To nurse their hatred to tyrannic power. 
While might superior broice our union*bands. 

And taught our nation since to carse the hour. 
That broke one Union to effect another, 
And chain that spirit which it could not smother. 

XI. 

Corruption here had sedulously planted 

Its importation of Britannic seeds, 
Whieh tnrove as rankly as the Gardener wanted^ 

Till virtuous patriotism, choked with weeds. 
Shrunk pas'^ively, as do the marshy reeds 

Before the tempest, when the storm iiproois 
The Mountain Oak ; — as ai ljitrary deeds 

Destroy the palm oi' Freedom witli its fruits, 
And level majesty, that mars its coarse. 
With brutal insolence and savage force. 
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Xil. 

The jealous mind of Britain could not brool^ 

An Irish independent parliament ; 
And, therefore, every artful method took. 

The purpose oi uur patriots to prevent: 
On oiffl vwov, orafty England bent^ 

Adopted measures suited to th' occasion. 
To wiD her object, barbarous in the intent, 

To carry home to Irish dupes persuasion ; 
And purchase treacherous principles with gold. 
When rotten Statesmen could be bought, or sold. 

XIII. 

It natters not what vile, nefiunons meiM 
Were used by Ministers — or what was acted. 

By underlings of power, behind the scenes, 
*Or what, for public action, was directed; 
A nation-swindling Union was effected, 

Agaiu^l the general, popular consent, 
That ainee bwlBri&'8 destinies subjected 

To novel wrongs that make ber sons lament; 
She lost her Senate without compensation. 
And all beside the shadow of a nation. 

XIV. 

From that unfortunate, disastrous hour, ^ 

Our Realm has sunk with phtbisica] disease 
8be feels consumption's faealtb-dissolving power, 

And sinks to nothingness by slow degrees ; 
Drained, by a Vampire brood of Absentee»f 

Of vital spirit — Erin pines away; 
While other native evils, bad as these. 

Ensure her ruin and unsootbed decay : 
A pampered Hierarcby— a monstrous pest. 
Socks tbe last life-blood from her aching breast. 

XV. 

if land of paupers, with declining' trade; 

A host ot beggared Yeomen, must support 
Proud Church Ascendancy— that tithes, well paid, 

May feast the olerio minions of a conr^ 
That treats OS, in its wantonness^ for sporty 

Or wicked pastime— privileging oppression ; 
Of bald injustice, the infernal fnrte, 

So grey m vice, and aged in traugression : 
The Church, that Mammoth-el utton of uiu; soil. 
Must make of all its prey ana commoB spoil, 
(157} X 
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xvr. 

Why talk of just and equitable laws, 

And all the blessings of the Constitutioo, 
While here we fell the operating cause 

Of Mal-Adntmstretioii's foul collusion : 
In this blest soil, where plenty spreads profiisioiv 

Man pines in exigence and dull inactioft ; 
Jostitia here sustains vile prostitution. 

Where public virtue lives without protection j 
And where the iavuured few VYith insult tread 
Vfoa tiM Millions by whose sweat tbe/re fed. 

XVII. 

Where law protects the Great, ^nd grinds the poor — 

Where Magisterial Wisdom's partial views 
Are influenced by prejudice impure, 

As factious judgment learns the right to choose; 
Where savage men, their iron hearted amuse 
With sanguine scenes in peaceful social life; 
Yet find a jury willing to abuse 
* Juridic Law — and deem it harmless strife, 
Iq those arraigned Jor blood oF Innocence, 
And charged with guilt adaiiiiing uo defence. 

When English Reformation planted here 
Its siohly scions in onr generous soil, 

. By means inhuman, cruel, and severe. 
Amid the richness of Monastic spoil : 
A race of profligates, on fruits of toil 

Iq which they shared uut, battened, and destroyed 
The produce of the land— while yet no <ril 
I Was wasted over Tomes— or well employed, 
Flreparing Gospel Sermons, to improve 
A people wJh>, such pastors, coula not love. 

XIX. 

Two potent causes marred the English creed. 

From first to last, in Ireland's Christian isle 
A lazy Hierarchy, more prone to fyed 

The body than the soul— of nwrals vile :^ 
A murderous spirit of oppressive guile 

That sought by persecution, to suppress 
The ancient faith — RoHgion to deille— 

Divesting virtue ui her ancient dre^s. 
By taming Troth's pure feuntam^atreans aside, 
■To follow Error through the wSds of pride. 
(1«8> 
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XX. 

Gxanple here was wanting, to persuade 

The Catholic worshippefa, that Failh's new light 

Was sent from heaven, ^v^05c Minister^; obeyed, 
The rulr of false opiQion?, more than right: 

Their doeJ.-, shone not to men in lustre bright» 
■ Aud demeflt mildness, mercy, and good will, 

Graeed not their Dootrinea, to attract the sight, , 
Or Ittre the aoul to Zion's saered Hill ; 

Such pastors, ravening as the Wolf or Fox, 

Could ill protect the fold, or gatlier fiockn. 

XXI, 

Religious cruelty may ill essay 

To propagate new principles, or spread" 
Its tenets, where unfaithful shepherds stray 

From duty— heedless how their lambs arc fed; 
Where Clergy more consult their daily bread, 

Than minister to minds their food divine j 
Or wait attendant on affliction's bed. 

To comfort Hope in life's diseased deeline; 
And make the pangs of suffering patience ligh^ 
Before th' lounortal ^irit wings its flight. 

XXIT. 

How fruitless the attempt of lawless power. 

To raise a new Religion on the old. 
By sending moral monsters to devour 

The soul-sustaining food of tirtue's fold J 
Priests, teas esteeming grace than glittering gold. 

And loving more the things of earth than heaveflj 
Are badly qualified new sects to mould 

^From sordid Lucre's, base, unriirhteous leaven; 
Or by a Crusade, think to undermine 
A faith ordained to last while sons shall shine. 

XXIIL 

Abroad, the AUenteea our souroes drain. 

To pamper luxury and pompous pride 
From pining Erin's every ebbing vein. 

Those hungry Vultures drink life's crimson tide : 
The craving Clergy prey on all beside, 

Aud sap the marrow from our Country's bone: 
Taxation feasts on every bleediirc side. 

To leave our land a skeleton alone, 
The Ghost of Empire, hapjrard, loan, and waa» 
As death's grim spectre to affrighted man ! 
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XXIV. 

Behold her fields were Agriculture pines— > 
Where Ithtm toils, in vain, withoopesunebeered^ 

And where brown Indastry, in strenetb, deoiiDeiy \ 
With Ming heart by sorrowing sadness seared ; 

Our pastures, to the Shepherd swain, endeared 
In former days, for milky, fleecy droves, 
, The source of wealth — that now has disappeared, 
- While still our pastures and our bleating gruvcs, 

Sostain tbeir baradess habitants^^that brin^ 

No fair iacrease, to nake the pastor sing. 

XXV. 

Survey our towns and cities void of trade. 

With shops surcharged with u^'pIcss merchandise; 
Where time, so useful once, is ill repaid. 

By slow, unprofitable, soant supplies, 
Wbieh lengthen out the visage of the wise, 

And make the thoughtful Tradeenan woildroi]Sgrs?e; 
The Merchant sinks in active ener^ie?, 

While credit fails — and urgent debtors crave 
Their just — though oft unsatisfied, demands, 
From empty coffers and unready bands. 

XX7I. 

Within our Island's, free, capacious ports, 

Uncherished Commerce flaps her idle sails, 
Whose swelling canvass no kind zephyr courts, 

W heresmiling Fortune breathes herfavouringgaies. 
Alas 1 how little enterprise avails. 

Where risk, and ion, supply the place of gain. 
Within a land, where poverty prevails, 
^ Through every province of her fair domain ; 
Where Man, with strength and vigour, UAeinpIoyedy 
Indulges misery for his hopes destroyed. 

« 

XXVIL 

Increasing pauperism, with starvation. 
Prevails too widely in a plenteous knd, 

To neutralise th' effects of cultivation. 

So blest with gifts from Providence's haud^ 

Prosperity's fair, Eden prospects bland. 
No more luxuriantly salute the eye. 

Where Husbandry and Commerce, at a stand. 
To sinewy Industry tbeir fruits deny : 

The IManufaoturer shares the common fate. 

While Hope and Fatienoe for redress await 
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xxvrir. 

All sects — all ranks— except the privileged olase. 

Alike partake the general, civil curse, 
Entailed on Ireland's Children, who, alas f 

Can scarcely dread Anathemas much worse : 
Britain nay boast of kind, maternal nurse ; 

Yet Ireland like a foster-ehild, n^leoted. 
Is treated cruelly without rctnorse, 

A friendlesSf outcast Nation, unprotected; 
Exposed to every lupine beast of prey, 
Which apes ilie human figure to betray. 

XXIX; 

For cfoantry, Vfhy sbonld Erin's sons eomplain, 

if Still Astrea dwells in Britain's isle ? 
Should they in Helot vassalage remain, 

If Justice pure on injured Truth cu.n smile f 
Must masked deception evermore beguile 

The noble-minded Irishman, and cheat 
H» duped eredality, with pledges vile, 

Whioh Falsehood guaranties witb fool deceit : 
Such pledges and false promises were made. 
When Ireland^ by the Union, was betrayed. 

XXX. 

A Senatorial Union with Great Britain, 

If cordially, and mntnally contraoted, 
Onr sniTering Isle, so long severely smitten, 

Would feel her warmer symjMithies affected ; 
A province of the realm should be respected, 

C li c n s li e d, and succoured, that its strength may grow 
In vigorous health, to be again directed, - , 

To feed'the body politic, that so. 
Each may lo eaeb eontribnte nonrishment^ 
ThroQgh all the organs of the Gofemmeni 

XXXI. 

The Bofly end the Members must unite. 

In close community of kind affection. 
If every part can boast commutual right. 

To keep the frame in harmonifed connexion ; 
Each limb most yield reoiproOBl protection. 

To every kindred menwer, thus to nourish 
The Constitution, to prevent infection, 

And make the corporate system thrive and flourish, 
In trunk and branches, like a fruitful tree. 
Whose beauty shews lia liealililul pedigree. 
(161) 
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XXXIL 

But where one memlter withers and deelines. 

As if by blight of lightning-~>and appears, 
FrnitleBs and sapless, as the blasted pines 

On wliicli tbo Tropic Eve sheds pitying tears 
Thel'adiiiL^^ l ong!! that cold indifference sears, 

Can ill participate the sweets of Union, 
When expeetation soaree to life endears 

The germ that feels no sensible communion. 
While perishing amidst arboreal health. 
And full loxurianoe of lloreeoent wealth. 

XXXI II. 

Yet should decay internal l»llg;ht the bough, 

And not result from some external cause, 
The practical physician must allow, 

The tainted tree beeias, in health, to pause ; 
Corruption oarioas— wat in secret draws 

Its noMri«hmpnt from rottenness, has made 
The trunk its prey, by sure, progressive laws, 

That prove the core already far decayed, 
When in the lateral members may be seen. 
The leafless symbols where disease had been, 

XXXIV. 

If Ireland, on the British civil tree. 

Has by the Union been inoculated, 
The graft seems fruitless ; for the world may see. 

How rudely bath the scion been ill-treated ; 
Folr, lo ! it bade, or blooms notp-^as if fitted 

To perish, by unkind association. 
And blast the bloomy branch unwisely mated. 

In vegetable wedlock, with a nation. 
Whose Upas shade and pestilential breath. 
Had ever on our soil shed plague and death. 

XXXV. 

Now thrice ten years have slowly rolled away, 

Since Ireland saw her senators depart, 
To grace St. Stpphcn'?, on which fatal day, 

Snc bowed reluctantly, with boding heart; 
Her tears prophetical were seen to start. 

For well she deemed iiei l uiued Parliament 
Would leave her cajpital a noiseless mart^ 

And cause herself and children to lament; 
She boded right, that with her senate trai% 
Nobility, and wealth would ohras the main. 
(162) 



Digitized by Cooglc 



TBB WROKQS OF IRELdND. 

» 

XXXVl. 

To flatter pride, in Fashion's gay resoriy 

Her AriBtooraoy, beyond the waves, 
Followed her statesmen, to enjoy at court, 

Those pleasures law denied to local slaves ; 
To them more sweet the banks the Thames'- t ide laves 

Than those that border Liliey s flowery side. 
Or that dear land which gave their fathers graves. 

And to their vainer offspring wealth and pride ; 
But not their love of country, or her freedom. 
When in necessity's last hour she'd need them. 

Our landed Gentry, and vain glorious squires. 

With all that purse-proud Folly could persuade. 
Forsook the land of mvsio and their sires. 

To mix in grandeur's gorgeous promenade : 
Heedless how Erin pined in lonely shad^ 

Regretful o'er ingratitude and wrong, • • 

That of her fertile plums have deserts made, 

And wastes where solitude may dw^ll mnong,' 
In whose drear wilds still sports the healthful breez *, 
Unheard, unheeded by our Ahaentees ! 

XXXVIII. 

They, wanting filial fondness and affection, 

Pursue the ^^tep^ of Pleasure where she leads 
Her laughing tram, denying their protection 

To those, upon whose sweat their aval ice leedsi 
In patriot hononr, soch are fragile reeds, 

"Too frail and feeble to withstand the storm; 
They'd rather bend than break, when sweeps the meads 

The civil tempest, nature to deform ; 
They crouch thro' fear, while liostilc wjnds o'erturn. 
The Mountain-Oak, that coward deeds could spurn. 




8ooh temporising oharaoters as those. 

Pandered to greatness, to betray their nation. 
And proved ihc worst of ^clf debasing foes, ^ 

When Ireland held an independent station i 
They strove to rise by Erin's degradution, 

To flatter British royalty — that traitors 
Might martyr freedom, for their etevalion, 

And he of Malrioide the perpetrators. 
Through mad impolicy, disease to spread. 
Wide o'er the soil that furnished wealth and bread! 
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XL. 

They draw tbeir means of luxury, from the land 

Which basely they desert — disdain— despise. 
Regardless who rewards the toiling hand 

Of those who minister their rich supplies: 
They heed not— hear not, helpless orphans' orie^ 

Nor feel for starving thousands unemployed, 
Whose wants might move even savage synijpathies. 

For those whom laws tyrannic left devoid 
Of QBcful Industry, in Arte and Trade* 
To cxeroise the ploogb, the Jooni, and spade. 

XU. 

This lasting evil, and this growing crime 

Against the Irish Nation, chiefly flowed 
From cau.>es, chartered now by time, 

Since Union-emigration was ihe mode : 
We've had our blade-linked, dark, Draeottie Codo 

Of bloody laws^ inhumanly severe. 
To shadow ages past, when grief bestowed. 

On hap]c«? misery, <5orrovv s saddest tear; 
But, by th' imperial Uiiiun, Ireland lei], 
I'arLlier irom him than heaven divides from hell. 

XLIL 

From this vile eompaol of deoeptive g[uile. 
Of cabinet cunning, and false patriotism. 

Resulted many wrong-^ iintaiicrht our Isle, 

(Witli worse results than from a civil sohisiD,) 

That sunk our nation in the dark abysm 
Of wretchedness, and woe, unprecedented ; 

When nati?e courage lost the heroism 
Of filial fortitude— when vice consented^ 

To sell for promises, to Arch-Ajscendance, 

The la&t remains of regal Independence. 

• ♦ 

XLIll. 

British Monopoly, by favour cherished. 
Destroyed our Manufactures, once so thriving : 

What law prohibited, soon foiledT or perished. 
Our C^atry still of staple rights depriving : 

Self-interested Statesmen sat contriving, 
From year to year, the ruin of our Realm, 

Or turned their minds to politic conniving 
With artful Merchants, who could guide the helm 

Of State affiurs, by briber^^ and collusion. 

That Irish Trade migjht dwindle by eztnuioii. 
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XLI V. 

Commercial intercourse, bat ill adjusted, 

Between the Sister Isles, left Britain gainer ; 

held aaperionty— ud lasted 
To be, or Trade and Commerce, grand Retsioffr : 
Erin has oh complained, bul the conpitmer 

Wai? treated with iadifference, pride, or scorn; 
For still new shackles, Britain forged, to chain bef* 

To leave her destitute — aad then forlorn ; 
That slv deftnotera night declare in spltan : 
Behold the wreck fiorope'a Western Qocen l" 
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XLV. 

Ah ! what is Ireland now ? so closely pressed 

In Britain's grasp of conjugal caressing ? 
A goodly tree, which Poison-vines invest, 

To drink its juices — and, with weight oppressiog, 
Redace its strength, crashing each healthfal blessings 

Of sens-itive eajoyment — till Decay, 
Its sickly arms, around the trunk compressing, 

Saps health and juice — till life has pined away* 
As does the Locust, in Cobimbia?, wild, • ' 

faithless, f^asilic love beguiicd. 

XLTI. 

Accursed tTmoif I InkoBpieioas Miu-riage 1 l <, i 

To us productive of such bitter firui^ iws.S^i', I 
Delusive hopes—and national miscarriage, / r^; 

That found but Disappointment in pursuit; '>:.;/] • 
Alas 1 shall Erin's mournful Muse be mute, - .u'i" 

When she, her desolated land, surveys, i i 
Where Royalty, in foliage, braaeh, and r6c%i^ l niO 

Have been de8poiled?«-lestfrelande'crshottldrniie» 
Her regal head, in ages yet to come, < > A 

Among the Sceptred Sta(«8 of Chx istendom. ■ •si^nVN 

XLVII. 

Behold her now, enthroned upon the WTeok ' ■■h 

Of huniMfrindear^ midM thetdbioliliMoI V ) 
Of Tyranny,' aiuli^ndif^; with care-bent neck^ ' 

And downcast eye sarVeyiag dev^tation ! ^'nl 
The Queen of Thrones, in meek humiliation, ,»'J 

Sits brooding on the horror-soenes of war; \ 
Nor lifts her brow to look for consolation ; 

But gwirwildly on fU^e^a^tliaf ktilrrn)vi)V'r« 
The Star of Freedom, sheddiitg|wf light, irv-. ^o >, 
Sinking, aiHbMi% %Rtlif^glM«t«f'iiig^ . 
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XiA III. 

No doubt, her thoughts are lixed upoa the pagt. 

While dark her futare destinies oisolota 
Their frightful Poms, her sides to overotst. 

With new and strange, uaprecedented woes: 
Haply her Memory finds some withered Rose 

Of Recollection, on whose sweets to rest, 
While thorny cares, her liosom, discompose. 

And serpent angubh stiogs her paiofol breast ; 
White, with RenMBibranoe, iowe the reAoeftt tide>' 
Baek on lier soul, of yens of r^gel pride. 

XLIX. 

Reclining on her verdant hills, she hear'^ 

The voice of lamentation wild and sltriU; 
The plaints oi iilial woe assail her eai:i 

In every Yale— by every fonatein riU : ' 
Maternal tears her hnmid eyes distil. 

Listening the wailings of unpitied grief; 
While sorrowinfr want>-a prey to many an ill, 

Sheds showery dews on Erin's Shamrock leaf; 
To green its gracciul iuiia^e, vvliere it grows, 
Hope's relie plant, to soothe nffiietion's woes. 

The labouring hind, so cbeerfid at his spade 

In Ireland's more auspir!nu9, prosperous day^, 
Now toils dejected — while the wln olsof 'i'rade. 

Move tardily, along uncrouded ways : 
The swans of Commerce, in. our spaeious Baysr,' 

Searoe raise their wingstooourt taefilvoiiring gale : 
Our Island wears a veil of sombre haze, 

Throu gh w h ieli Hop e' s \T i nt r y s !i n looks waniy pole : 
A settled melancholy damps the land — 
Where all things shew the spoiler's wasting hand I 

U. 

Mi8govemmeni--mnjast and.partialJaws, 

Of long duration, have oar min wrought; 
And have, of all our misery, proved the causes 

The source, and painful spring of cheerless thought : 
To us, Oppression has severely taugiit, 

By sad Experience, that our country ever 
Was harshly dealt with, sinoe erewhile she bought 

Inatruetive lectures from her old Deoeiver; 
.For.crafly Britain's over-reaching art 
Still duped her faitL and wronged her hottest heart. 
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LII. 

In times like these, when want and misery wait, 

Like meagre, twin-born paupers at each door. 
Where Poverty, with Care, his wretched Mate, 

Lies famishing on straw o'er-littered floor ; 
Say, is it justice, that the prelate's store 

Should so accumulate with golden w^ealth? 
While thousands of the Tithe-increasing Corps 

Aredestituteof bread— clothes — comfort — health — 
Tht means of labour — and of every blessing. 
That renders life a bounty worth possessing, 

LIII. 

Or is it equity? — that parsons proud ' " 

Should drive in splendid chariots round the land. 
While Nature's gifts arc scantily allowed "' 

To those that exercise the toiling hand •»». ^ • ^ 
Of honest Industry — who, each demand ' 

Must satisfy, of proctor and collector, ' - 
Though Agriculture's powers are at a stand, ; ' ** •• 

Or inefficient — wanting a protector — 
A state protector, with life-stirring spirit, ' ' 
To rouse the energies of dormant merit. 



UV. 

Here Churchmen thrive on national distress. 

And pursy prelacy on fatness feeds, 
As Agaric grows from Sylvan rottenness; 

And wrecks and ruins yield luxuriant weeds : 
The Husbandman may plow — and sow the seeds ; 

And bounteous Terra grant a rich increase : 
But Parsons Tithe — though frowning Justice pleads 

Against their claims — while law divides the fleece : 
The priest, who shares not in the sweat and toil. 
In triumph takes bis decimated spoil ! 

LV. 

• The Church, Omnivorous as the Mammoth, preys 

On every rich production of our Isle : 
Its ravening appetites unsated graze. 

Like Hippopotami by sedgy Nile; 
For us, in vain, may golden Autumn smile. 

While lives this monster of destructive jaws, 
Our hopeful, annual labours to beguile. 

Beneath the sanction of unchristian laws : 
This huge Leviathan, our nation's pest. 
Exhausts the plenteous produce of her breast. 
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LVL 

Jn sooth, ibis aetms the Cmutan of Ibe VYest^ 
To those wIm), like the sens of Jmraei, mm*. 

To spoil. us of the riches we possessed, 
Wilh M^n^eful spear — and wasteful sword of iUme 

And as the Gibeonites — 80 we, the same. 
Are made the dradges of the privileged few, 

Who lead as with their burdens without shame. 
And eat the bread, wiib nuik and honey, due 

To Nature's toiling children who prepare 

The food of life whiqh haughty; ppesta tiu^t i»UafeS 

LVII.; 

On fatness, must the Church be daily fed, 

Thoogh famine 8|»read — and peatileooe prerail r 
The starving MUIioaainay be-foid of breiM^ 

And Typhus Fever retge in every vale : 
It matters not, how sustenance may lail — 

Plenty must groaa upon the parson^^' board : * 
Their cellars must be atoied with. Wine and^Ale, 

And Nature all her luxuries afford ; 
To gorge voluptuousness with carnal food, 
Though want should on ten thousand else iatnuU^ 

LVIII. 

This crying evil of our wretched state. 
Unprecedented iit the world beside. 

Consigns our Country to a eruel fate. 
That, to her sons, has happiness deiied ; 

We suffer from the insolence of prides- 
While pride the pampered beggar of our laid,. 

With iron-hoofed indifMiaiu e, dares to ride 
O'er native Independence with commaAd; 

More like to Mars amidst the Battle-fray, 

Than Christ's Diseiples sent to preaeh and pray 1 

LIX. 

From Church Ascendancy, too surely, sprifi£» 

The Lerneun Uydra of our dire <!i-=trcs8 : 
This Dragon-fiend, with many heads and wings,. 

Has changed Man's Eden to a Wilderness : 
Oh ! for a Hercules of doughtiness ! 

To slay the ferine Monster— and relieve 
The land from ^ueli a scourge, that must uaUesa- 

Tliis kind, prolific soil, tdl ^fuch reprieve, 
T lus serpcnt-hciiinted Isle, from Drai^on-powcr 
TJiat breallics dcsUucUon^ while lU litads dev.ouF !. 
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LX. 

Far hp it from llie Bard, to reprobntc 

'j iic laith, from vvhiuii these countless cviU flow: 
Not his, the meanest Christian sect, to hate, 

That breathes good will and peace to men below. 
Or with benevotence of hearty etn shew 

Its votaries charitable, just, and wise : 
God is his friend who liolds no man his foe, 

tiut iiTcs — and loves mankind — and tcsiilies^ 
Ry conscientious rectitude of deeds, 
That true Religion is not taught by creeds. 

' LXI. 

But where a favoured Hierarchy is gtveff, ' 

The power and privil^e to possess, and hold. 
Its princely wealth — where other Faith of !ieaven. 

Long deepiy-rooted, had engrossed the mould 
And widely spread : by Truth shall it be told. 

That to eridicale the aacieot vine, 
A new religion, militant and bold. 

Was planted there the old to underinine; 
Yet vested vv5th authority, to draw 
From that its mamtenanoe by aid of law ? 

Where such injustice holds the civil scales-* 

Where GoTornment adopts one darling ecet. 
Most worthy to be eh ori.shed— Right preiailo 

No longer, where the Church and state connect 
Their moral strength, each other to protect 

Exclusively — and yet all else oppress, 
That they may rule and reign — and worth subject 

To bear the pressure of their waatonncas : 
This sure is tyraany of power, the worst 
That ever goaded nalion yet aboursed ! 

LXI 11. 

iiere .Stit are a|)pointed without flocks, ' ' ' 

With lortlly Uiebes — and churciies, where reside 
No congregations^tbue, that sheaves and shocks^ 

May gathered' be, with car?, in Autamn-ttd^ ii 
To gratify cupidity and pride, - ,i , i i 

Making the idle parson feel content, < 
Who eats and drinks ; yet has no lambs to guide, '^^^ 

Though always active m collecting Ren^ i 'l : ! 
At times, in kiodv^at linieB, by oonuaatatioa^^' < >< < 
Or else by fbrce of |BW<^or'd«eiiiatioBi>/.j: v^b:! 
(169) M ! 
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LXIV» 

'Tis oraelly opprcMive, to compel 

One (lactrioeto support and feed uiotber: 

It may be law ; — but Justice must rebel 

Against u crime, which Truth disdains to umoUier; 

lie has no Icilow-feeliiig f6r his brother. 
Who, by coercion, makes him bear a load 

From wbieh he shrioks-^as if one conunoa aotbcr. 
Were not the same, Iboie who bear» and goad : 

Nature revolts from tyrannous oppression ; 

And Mercy oails aloud a|;aiiist aggresAiou. 

LXV. • 

That paiilur oniy who has flocks and iold. 

Is worthy of a reoompensing hire ; 
The Priest should live, as in the days of old. 

When wealth encumbered not the holy sire; 
But parHons now, in modern times, desire 

Far other things tlian poverty and ])i aycr: 
They love earth's caruai wealth, yea, Ime attire, 

And more of fortune than a eonmioa share ; 
They preaoh and pray, yet charity withhold. 
Lest Mtive goodness shirald exhaust their gold. 

LXVT. 

The votaries of each sect should be allowed, 

As conscience wills, and not as law ordains. 
To feed one shepherd, by their oboioe. endowed. 

And well rewarded for his priestly pains ; 
That Churcdi, its pastors^ eheerfully maintains^ 

Where no compulsion dares to interfere ; 
But ratholic Ireland bitterly complains, » 

That other practices are extant here; 
Where one prevailing Dootrine 's doomed to groan 
Beneath a ponderous burden not its own. 

LXVil. 

While Catholicity perforce must bear 

Of Protestant Ascendancy, the weighs 
Prosperity our country cannot share, 

In iuch a vigour-wasting, wretched state ; 
Ours still must be a persecuting {ate. 

So long as Church Autooraey shall sway 
Our wayward destinies, to desecrate 

This land of desolation and decay : 
Which ever must continue to decline, 
Till X^w and Justice with her fights combiiis. 
(170) 
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LXVUI. 

Wc may 1)p toM mir nntion is no source 

Of fiscal wealth, tlie i'rcasury-purse to swell ; 

This had not bcei), if Justice in its course, 
' Remained unthwarted by the power of Hell : 

When wicked goveroors essayed too welJ« 
To ruiA aod destroy our Garden Isle; 

Till Revenue, and ail resonrees fell, 

Beneath the oppression of triumphant guile; 

Leaving a void Exchequer here behind, 

Xiiruugh iiingland's base impolicy of mind. 

If Ireland be a burden too severe, 

For Britain to support with state sttppties. 
Then Icavn hnr to her fate, 'twill soon appear. 

How (ar her former rulers have been wise; 
Dissolve between us but the law-linked ties 

That bind our fortunes to a heartless nation* 
And then we '11 shew how native jrride shall rise 

To vindicate our national salvation* 
And teach the world that government and laws^ 
Of our undoing* proved the fatal oause. 

LXX. 

Let Britain, to be just, again restore 

Our oivil legislature to direct us ; 
This done* our country will require no more* 

An English standing army to protect us; 
Faction will perish, or no more affect us. 

When Rrilish etatesmnii i>ease to sow dissension. 
Among our thoughtless brethren, to correct us 

With Folly's rod : our own unwise contention ; 
And then onr Fortress-Barracks will* in sooth* 
Much better suit as oolleges for youth* 

LXXI. 

O! cant of policy! we may be told, 

That Ireland is a drag-chain on Great Britain ; 
But let her polished arauaters unfold 

The latent causes yet untold, unwritten.; 
And we shall find, that state* se sorely smitten* 

Could ill produce, or revenue or wealth, 
Whereshe, like close-shorn sheep, liasshiveringsitten^ 

To retrograde in Industry and Health ; 
Yet they who fleeced our land, would tell posterity* 
That Irelaf^d was deeiiiiin|( in prosperity ! 
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LXXH. 

In gifts nf nature, Erin still abounds, 

If evil governors were not a curse, 
To blast the produce of her fertile groands, 

And mar th' efficiency of nature's nurse ; 
- Oh ! how 8h«tl we a revenue ditbune. 

To aid the Treasury-Fund, when at its soaree. 
Our lesseniiijr streams of wealth, meet evils worse 

Than bars or sand-banks, to impede their coursei 
But let our energies be riglilly tried. 
And fiscal riches soon will be supplied. 

LXXIIL 

Oar nation cannot prosper, while renain 

Deterring eamee of destructive p9wer» 
To render vigour im»iotent, or vain, 

And heritage an unjjroductive dower ; 
While mad misgovcrnmeDt, with mildew shower. 

Destroys, and blights our wavmg ieldg of eorn, 
Or oomes, with frost untimely, to deflower 

The promised vintage, leaving Hope forlorn : 
Oh ! how shall country prosper, where a soourgei 
Sweeps all before it like an angry surge i 

LXXIV. 

Ye Ministers thai sway the hefan of power t 

The time is conm lo ietid the helping hand 
Of milder policy, in Wisdom's hour, 

To Ireland's desolated, noble land; 
Send Justice hither with supreme command. 

To heal the wounds which despots have inflicted: 
Oh ! grant what Reason Law and Right demandp 

With all' that power too long has interdicted i 
And trust me, Erin will be found, at length. 
The most effective arm of British stiseogu..' 

LXX\ . 

But let no rival jealousy prevaii 

To crniBh the maoufaotures of our nation. 
Nor sofier Bnglisb firaod toeowtervail 

Our Commerce, Trade, or foreign Navigation: 

Bid Ireland feel the sweets of respiration, .' 

After the pressure oi her Ion ^ distress, . . - 
And with her national liimaacipation. 

Great Britain shall have cause the deed to bless, 
In happy reciprocity of deaiings^ • • 
Commutual kindansaeih and blended Mings. 
(172) • ^ ^ 
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CANTO v. 



The xEra of Independence, 



T. 

Cease, Muse of Sorrow! to des5cant on wrotiff?, 

Too long has woe hung pensive o'er thy lyre; 
Forego^ at length, thy mdanolioly sotigi, 

Aim! string tu Joy thy wild harp's lively wire ; 
Attune those chords, whose magic could inspire 

The heart, with rrladne*??, in t!)v Vrif^^liter days, 
AVhrn Erin's soul heat willi loud desire, 

lire meiUug sadueHs murmured Llirougii her lays : 

' O! touch the strings whiobFreedom'spulses gladdened, 
Withmiisio*8 powers^before hope's heart was saddened. 

If. 

Proclaim, my Muse, to all the winds of heaven, j 

That Erin's energies are still alire, 
In spite of tyranny, that long hath striven, 

Her death and endless ruin, to contrive : 
Still, like the Queen Bee, o'er her buzsing hive. 

She lives, and has survived her wintry season, 
Tliougli foemen cruelly essayed to drive 

The regal sufferer far beyond her reason ; 
Strengthening in bondage, and tiio' still oppressed. 
High pants, with liberty, her heaving breast. 

IlL 

And though the sinews of her limbs are boand, 

Her union-stirring genius walks abroad 
On many hills, and Europe hears the sound, 

While ruthless Despotism feels o'erawed ; 
The avaricious heart of craving fraud. 

Trembles and palpitates to quivering fear. 
As power intolerant, long accursed by God, 

Wields, in a nerveless hand, its blunted spear : 
Injustice tired, and sick of persecntion, 
Dreams, on remorse, of frightful retribution. 
(174) 
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IV.. . ^ 

Plih'botomy, with sense-reviving art, 

Has roused our country from Jethargio dreaming. 
Conceding vigour to her languid heart. 

Thro' copioas blood-veins, oft profusely streaming ; 
Her morbid state, once thought beyond redeeming*' 

Has yielded to harsh recipe?, at length : 
With health and life, her Iicavinr^ breast is teeming. 

And from debility she gathers strength; 
So convalescents from disease recover, 
When fever's paralysing reign is over, 

V. 

Erin, the deathless Phoenix of the West, 

Renews existence from the funeral pile, (1) 
Herself had made, and stands, in youth, confcst. 

As erst she stood, when beauty's virgin isle ; 
Her evcle now is full : and, io ! the smfle 

Of self-restoring being plays around her. 
Young as the fabled, wondrous Bird of Nile, 

While all the elements of life surround he^"; 
And, Phoenix-like, for ever as a nation. 
May she be gifted with self-preservation ! 

vr. 

'Tis true she wears'-her* apostolic chains,'." . j!" ' 

As Paul and Peter wore them heretofore ; ' ; • 
But frail as gossamer on evening plains. 

Will prove her bonds, when Alcrcy shall restora 
The lovely captive ; as, in days of yore, '' ' 

She freed the ministerS'OfCKriitianity, 
Giving the ihjured liberty ODce more, 

As God had willed tf|,much abused humahiliy'i;'' , 
Heaven's liberating Messenger is hasting, 
Tobreak her bonds, while Hope's pale lamp is wasting. 

vn. 

When comes that day, for whiqhf so long has waited, 
Expectant Patience bv her lonely stream, 

Joy, oft deferred, though oft anticipated, 

O'er Erin's features, will like sunshine beam ; ' 

Then Pleasure will inspire the Muse's theme, 

And new-born Rapture will the harp-strings move : 

Sweet Poesy of golden hours shall dream. 
When bliss shall banquet patriotic love ; 

And then the smiles of Freedom will illume, 

The land of Beauty's Kever-fadihg blodm. 
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Tlic spring of Civil Liberty, lit mildness, 

Atresdy dawns upon our native bowers, 
To cheer their wintry loneliness and wildne.ss, 

Clotliiii^ our meads with Flora's blushing flowefs; 
Rcvivi'd by Toleration's fostering powers — 

And warmed bv RovalU's henij^nant rays. 
How sweetly -giucelul, ilirough refreaiiin^ showery 

Will bloom our nation's long negleoted Bays ^ 
And Ireland soon will be, as slie has been, 
A prosperous Island decked in native green, 

IX. 

What pity ! that a Realm, to which belonged 

Such noble attributes to be admired, 
Should ever feeJ injustice — or wronged 

By law less tyranny, wiih vengeance fired 
Against an Isle, by Envy so desired ; 

But nuiuh too lovely lor the spoiler's hand 
To vviisle and desolate, when fcjes conspired. 

With death and Ruin, to undo our lai^d : 
Oh ! Matchless' Erin ! Favoarite of the sun, 
Of God— and Nature — why wast thoii iitidone t 

X. 

Thnu hast beep basely treated, generous Mother I 

Through lengthened bondnjre ; but thou shalt be free r 
Shall slavery's pressure be aiiowed to smothef 

'A ir incipient growth ol" rising Jjiberty ?— 
No ! patriotism wills tbfit thou shalt be. 

To ancient privileges again restored : 
That Justice should reverse the harsh decree, 

WhirJi S3'mpathisinjjj ^leiey \on<^ deplored; 
V\ Jiil^i ifioi) lav pro-^trato at iff^^ iVi't ol power, 
Chauiou at die liaiaji oi" Freedom's ruiucd Tvwer. 

XI. 

Wh^te^er thy jorjmes— whaleyer thy djsfeoty. 
Thou host been puni>hed sternly and severely 

And heaven, at lenglii, thy penitence respects. 

Which thou hast eonsumnmted most sincerely : 
Erect tliy head, my Country '. loved no dearly I 
And look aloft — for thou hast been forgiven. 
By him who pardons guilt, atoned for ole9rly« 

Throngh meek 9ubmission to the .will of heftYen ; 
And it" the instrument of thy cliasti>;ing ^ 
yasdtHte Rniiss— we'll deem it not surprising, >- 
That Uod. in turn, will punish tyrannising, ^ 
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Enduring bondage mwj hundred years, 
Beyond ih^ ,iaHM!m^und beyond ket pe«ra« 
In penal suffering, B#rtn lifts her head. 

Like one arising from amon'jst the dead : 
Yet not in 8jjcclral paleiicssi irom the grav/s 
Of expectaliori, i ibcs liritain n slave : 
Not ghaetly in appeartwoe ; like the iJitnga 
Which feverish £uioy to the dreamer brings 
In visions of RefQorse awaked by night, 
His shuddering, slirinking nature to afTriglit. 
She looks not, througli her centuries of gloom. 
Like spirits soaring from viie yawning tomb. 
Creating fears, in Buperstition's wind. 
Awful in form as those tbnt ride the wind. 
When fierce Tornadoes storm the troubled -deef^ 
And rock the Mariner to dreamless sleep. 

No ! Ejrin, vvakuig fiom unblest repose. 
Comes amiliug sweetly through her veil of woes; 
Like Ere, the first, and fairest of her Jl^ind, 
Finished in beauty to the Maker's mind : 

Adorned with loveliness in every part. 

To kindle love — and wanii tlie coldest heart; 

Again she lifts her forehead to the skies. 

And heaven looks down, Nvith all its astral eyes. 

As if to hail her soul's reaniokation, 

Wiiicit nee gave light and life to many a nation. 

While, elsewhere, rude-roI)ed Barbarism swayed 

Th' unlettered mind — as pagan votaries paid, 

To (joa s profane, unholy adoration, 

And lavished hqinau blood in profanatioo. 

A time there was^can Irishmen forget 
That glorious time, which lives in our regret? 
When Erin was the wonder of the West, 
In all those attributes which heaven iovcs best; 
Yet all-disposing Providence— to try 
Her Christian pttttence and fidelity. 
Ordained that she, in tri«J, should sustain 
The Captive's bondflg«*^and the tyrant's 4>hain, 
Till Cruelty's inhuman arts had tried • ^ 
Her suffering virlues and exalted pride, > 
Much more than all lii aiBicied world bcsjde. ^ 
As Abra/tf^m was proved — and patient Jod, 
So was our iBleFrthe {^mX pn tha.Globe, 
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Assayed like metals — gemiine faith to prove, 
And purged by fire, to purify ber love 

Of things divine, beyond what stoio seiNe, 
Could calmly suffer from min's insolence. 

The good-dispensing Author of the spheres. 
Demands the child of Abram s hoary years : 
The Father of the Faithful grants the Son, 
Uis favourite offiipring, and hit darling one ; 
Yei ( i d restrains the arm that would destroy 
The Sire's beloved, life-sustaining Roy : 
Saved youtlitul Isaac, when his f.itlior's truth 
Redecincd, from flames, the death devoted youth; 
Giving in lieu th' accustomed sacrifice, 
A bleating offering, meeter for tbe aktes. 

The man of U:r, in patience unsurpassed. 
In tempnr tri;M] ; yet ra:lli'"iil to the list. 
From heaven receives an ample reri)!iiponse. 
For matchless, fearless trust, in Providence; 
But Ur in faith, or Uz in patience meek. 
Produced no preeept than can loader apeiik^ 
For faithful confidence, through lengthened trial, 
Sustained by holy hope and Melf-denial ; 
To merit from mankind (unserved applause. 
Than Ireland's sons, oppressed with penal laws, 
And galling bondage— linked, from age to age. 
Till slavery only seemed their heritage. 

But God, who tries fidelity and truth. 
To make the paths of suffering virtue smooth. 
Looks down, well pleased, from his eternal throne. 
On conquering faith, sustained by Hope alone. 
Despising pain, though loaded with oppression ; 
Witn meek submission, tampering with aggression, 
And bearin|r bonds with stoio rasolution. 
Through nmny p, civil change and revolution : 
Strengthening, i i i nu rage, and evincing bravery, 
While rivctted by chums — ^yea, crushed by slavery; 
Nobly encountering ills Mrfth fearless vigour. 
The Despot's cruelty, the Tyrant's rigour: 
The Bigot's sooff, the Leveller's iasoMiloe, 
And all the vengeful faes of innocence : 
IToH's scnrpioti progeny, and demon brood, 
TimL jjreyed like Vampires, craving bloody food, 
Fiom Virtue's vitals, sapping all her veins. 
That Vice mwht triumph o'er Affliotioa*spftint. 
Faith, born of helaven, and thence endowed with grtce, 
Defies its foes, mid still maintains its place, 
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Against the foulest demons of the den. 

And all the base dprjencrato sons of men. ' 

T o cru^h its pn(^r«»;!o'5, Oppression tries, 

ill vain — with all its agenUi and allies : 

It gathers strength from Persecution's power. 

Though aU the skies of Tyranny should shower 

With otoody ruin, to assail its fonut 

It bear?, \\\\h intrepidity, t!ie <?torra 

Of penal vengeance — and remains secure. 

In faculties unhurt — in truths all pure. 

In Ihts blest region, where Religion made 
Her seat divine, in Learning's hallowed 'shade, 
Faith early fixed her dwelling place on earth, 
And shewed to man her high celestial birth ; 
Like Guardian Angel, since a Saviour's name 
Was watted to our shores, on wings of fame, 
Here has this Seraph of the soul sojourned. 
And here her holy fires have brightly burned. 
In Virtue's grace-cxalied, sacred clime, 
Throughout each change of sentiment and time. 
Despite of Tyranny, and domination, 
Desifite of all tlie tools of Reformation, 
And all tLe dreadful tortures instituted. 
Her power to vanquish ; yet still firmly rooted. 
She stands unmoved— a broadly-spreading tree. 
With boughs wide waving, fair, from sea to sea. 
This Palm of Grace, transplanted from above. 
This fruitful arbour of eternal love. 
Possesses still the prowess to repel 
Man's vilest arts, and all the fiends of hell ; 
And here — or God's unerring words shall fail^ 
It still shall flourish, and o'er vice prevail. 
The sheltering bovver of Christ's immortal spouse, 
His Church on earth; and on its sacred boughs. 
The fruits of life abundantly shall grow, 
To cherish Hope, in Sorrow's vale below. 
Till Time shall cease — wlicn in its native skies, 
Its blooms shall blossom for Angelic eyes. 

When Ireland seemed by Heaven and Hope deserted. 
Pining amidst her ruins, broken-hearted, 
A light— a burst of streaming glory, broke 

Upon her dreams of Misery, *hat a\Yoke 
The hapless siuniberer from her trance of years, 
And threw u sunshine on her cloud of fears : 
Anon a radiant spirit met her view, . ' 

(Whose welUknowD form in happier times she knew,) 
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Walking upon her verdant hills, he .sliook 
His brandisfadi spear, and cast an angry look 
Upon the fetters that oor country bore. 
And glanced indignant on the frown she \tore 
His portly person with armonr braced : 
A glittering sword fnincj pendant at his waist; 
His helmet, cabled with the Raven's plumes, 
O'ercast hh forehead with its shadowy glooms 
His arm sustained a gorgeotiS brazen shield, 
Blasoned with Gotd'Cron ana verdant field: 
His vest, like Erin'i^robe, was Emerald green, 
And maje$jty sat nobly on his mien. 
He moved along, all-militant as Mars, 
The fabled God of devastating wars ; 
Striking the clanging Boss to wake alafois^ 
And rouse the dormant soul of hostile anus. 
From all the borders of our Island green, 
A mighty, mustering, moving ho^t was seen 
Colleoting round the armour-beanng Chief, 
With brows stilf sombre with the sense of grisf. 

Reader 1 If thon hast seen the stormy strife 

Ofanjry ocean — when the love of life 
1 iiuUs on the breast of Hope, while surging waves 
Expose their yawning wombs, like hungry graves, 
To yield the hapless sailors, wktery totSb^ 
While wild winds aing their sad untimelf dooms, 
As round some isolated, towering rook. 
The dashing breakers, with appalling shocki 
Affright the senses with tremendous roar, 
Amidst the seas, far distant from the shore ; 
So gathered Erin's angry hosts, aronnd' " 
The Champion of their cause/ who' shook thk groUnd, 
With giant tread— as on onr hills he walked. 
And proud troplued, conquering hero stalked ; 
Viewing his valiant sons in thousands gather, 
Like flocks of wild-fowl boding stormy weather; 
Assembled on the loftiest hills of Clare^ 
The oongregsfted millions rertt'ihe Bii*; 
\Yith shoots of acclamation, loud as thunder. 
As IxDEPEVrtEN'CE Rpo1<e in wor,!^ of wonder. 
" Obedient slaves ! Ye patient dupes of fraud ! 
Too iong hath stern injustice overawed 
Your noblest faculties, and chained your bravery. 
With penal fetters, to' the rock of slavery: 
Ye serfs of Tyranny ! ye vaibsal' host ! 
That long have pined for power ami fri^edom los^ 
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Lift lip your iieads, and call on lieaveni to aid, ' i 
And nerve yoor wills, to make your foea afraid; i 
Resolve unanimously to be free, • : : i ' ' 

And Fate must soon reverse the liarsh decree, ' 
That bound your dosliiiies to Britain's yoke. 
Till bondnn^f^ triumphed o'er your spirits broke, 
1 come to lead you, 1, whom despots ])ani.shed, 
When Justice from your shores, like spectre, vanislied. 
In those disastrous, blood- enerinsoned timeB 
That darkened Erin's fkies with frightful crimes; ^ • 
And left, your country desolate and wild, .• f '•. J 

A Tadmor waste — w here ruin rudely piled u ; f : 
Her awful monuments, alas ! to shew » . i i. . 
The deadly vengeance of the spoiling foe." ^ 

" Sons of the brave t too generous to be wrbnged t • 

Ye humbled Helots! you, to whom belonged 

The noblest nation ever breezes fanned, 

Or sunshine smiled on with its radiance bland; i 

Intestine teuds, and ceaseless civil i^lrife, ''^ ■'■ 

Deprived you first of that which sweetens life^ ■ - • 

Soul-cheering Liberty-^-the souree of rights* > - ^• 

That blesses being, and the heart delights, 

Gives nerves to strength, and energy to action^ ' 

To bravery fortitude ; to mind, direction ; 

That warms the patriot bosom, and inspires 

The ardent soul with emulous desires^' 

Man wanting Liberty, like plants that grow 

In Charnel-houses, or in vaults below, 

Pines for the cheering light, and wholesome air. 

In sickly languishment, a prey to eare, 

Midst dark exclusion, from tlie fostering ray, - ^ < 

And friendly influence of Freedom's day, • • ' ■ 

That glows with life, and breathes on vegetation, : • 

The genial powers of healthful animation.* 

'* Your cause of wrongs resulted from your sires. 
Whose rival strife extinguished Freedom's fires, 
And gave them to their foes an easy prey, 7 
When union could have brushed those pests aWay, 
With one effectual, terror-spreading sweep, - \\ ' 
Into their nothingness — or in the deep ; "'^ • 

Tiike flies di<;pcrsing, when th* Autumnal gale I ^ '-^ 
\S injjs death and desolation o'er the vale. ^ • i 
"What are ye now, ye crouching slaves of power, 
Whose babe's Have only bondage for their* dower? 
Cradled in misery— nursed by woe and want—T^'- ' ^* 
By thraldom wedded to Misfortune gaant"^ *: ' 
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Dragging through life the vas«?al boruiman's chAio; 
Estranp^ed from comfort — yet allied to juiiti ; 
Bearing the load of slavery on tiieir dliuulilers. 
To gratify thf s^orn of prwi t»tlM»1den^ 
Whom partud laws haa tangbt to ^rannise 
O'er bttman naiure and ks sympaihits. 
Be men, once more, ye children of the soil ! 
Whose fathers' wealth, for ages, was the spoU 
Of vile intruders, who, as Liocasts, spread. 
Wide o'er the land, and on ite fitete bd^ 
Xiike hungry wolvca, or ▼i]]t«re» of wood, 
Compelled wy \Tant, to feast on flesh and blood. 
Remember what your parents were of old*. 
Those Lion-guardians of tl>e native fold, 
W^honk Liberty inspired with love of glory. 
And all the Hero's virtues laudatory, 
' HoBoar and nagnaaimity weta tkeirs. 
In high descent bb MiU^ EaptUiuta heirs : 
Pride, nohle-minded, had like ciirront run, 
Througliout their lineal course, Ij oni su e to SQQ : 
Determined bravery — courage undismayed; 
With fearless fortitude— of none afraid : 
Genius and Iisarning—love of lighting fiime» 
With every trail that fimns a mighty name. 
Your great and venerated sires possessed, 
Divitirly perfect, in the fi;enprous breast. 
And can it be that you survive as slaves, 
To shame your ofifspring, and your fathers' giavt^s ? 
Shall millions tremble at a Despot's aed* 
And kiss, submisaively, Oppression's rod ? 
Can craven spirits swell heroic veins ? 
Has Greatness left, of blood, no pure remains* 
That hosts should how obe(Jicnl to ihe few, 
Like base-born biaves, who never Freedom knew ? 
As if they never dreamtd what blessings flow 
From Liberty's pare sweets, to man below ; 
But, Negro-Uke, grew tame in servitude, [food. 
And bj^^tv with swe^t and stripes, their Maatec'a 

"Is Slavery sweet ? And sweeter than the smile 
Of Freedom on the iandseapes of your Isla ? 

I3 Bondage, shrouded with perplexing fears. 
To be preferred to that which life endear^ 

Angelic Liberty ! whom all adore, 
Who fc*'! as iree-boro men, on every shore? 
Rouse iroui your lethargy, degenerate race ! 
If still your fatheos* features sense can trace 
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Upon your visage, truly to betoken, 

That you are men— noi slaves, with spirits broken 

Let Resolution stimulate your wills. 

And 8<KAi shall Fraedon light your greea^roM hiSk, 

With fatoBi^ AS pure and briglrt as ew thoaa. 

In former d^fa, thtir verdant summits on . 

High-Lifted nations — like a half-qupnchcd blaze. 

May ccfi-e a while, to send forth ddZ^ing rays. 

But uiil, as certainly to l&uic aspire, 

Aa torahiog imafrani fuel-leading fire. 

With Mods onitadv bant on one desi^. 

No country long, in servitude, can pmi^ 

While nature yields the elements to save 

IJerovvn productions, and release the slave. 

When man resolves to conquer, or to die. 

His purpoae isad, deaiaioft in hia aye : 

Hia olgaali, are ha aate, ia haifHw^red, 

For oonqnest erowns vrhat valoar had iaapired. 

Then nerve your liearta, and be your sinews braced^ 

To have your own and Ireland's rights replaced. 

And power, with palsied hand, will manumise 

The Irish Halot Iroai aoslavin(| ties. 

Behold my Labaram lliakaring m the vtinA, 

It freely waves for you, and all mankmd; 

Till men forget their dignity of birth, 

And crouching fawn, ignoble sons of earth, 

With spaniel meaunesSi for the crumbs that fall. 

From lordly boards, and he content, with all 

That pride ahonlds^rli : the oflUa of the great, 

Confecfad, witli mNart, on meuab of tba stake. 

And who are they? the haughty peers and squires 
That teach you to indulge the slave's desires? 
Whu are the liierarohs and Aristocrats, 
That treat yoa aa a host af stingless gnats, 
As reptiles worthless— creatorea of the olod, 
Scarce worthy to be fashioned by a God ? 
By retro?pectivp history you may trace 
The lawn-sleeved prelates — and the ermined race 
Of proud Aristocrats, which power ascendant 
Has taught to tnunpla am your soil dependent. 
The scum of Eagiand once— the frothy spume 
Of Anglo-Britain, wafted, to consume 
Your land's luxuriance, in adventurous time-^ ; 
Some, royal minions, others stained with crimes. 
Who found tiie Irish soil a safe retreat 
From angry Jastiea wluah tiiay durst not meat. 
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First Striirul's Earl led on the hireling band 
Ol needy ioiiovvers to our hapless land ; 
To whom succeeded all the proyrliog pest 
That sought oar biuiful Caaata of the West, 
That flowed wilh-k(Miey, and amidst her gfove* 
And velvet meadows pastured niilkv drovea. 
Jiehold me, now tlic£;cnius ol" your land. 
With Freedom's buckler, and witii sviord iu band 
The sword of Justice, sliU jn polish bright. 
That slept io ecabbard^ bidden from the light. 
Thro' darksome i^s when your country ^oaned. 
While pityiqg natmia, Krin « fate, beiioiaiied. 

Survey me well, for I, indeed, uni he, 
Who stood her cbauipion when y our iaie waa free 
'Twas 1 who led year fathers to the fields - 
When Glory's radiance shone around my.diield; ' 
In danger's hour, 1 led of chiefs the van 
To &v.i} proud foemen Tc the iiglit began; .. . 
With Jiion Htringth J met ihc uouy-litv Dane, 
On many a iieid, in front of valour truin ; 
And how roy sons behaved, wibere thbusftoids fell*. 
Recording Fame Iheir actions.'bcet oaii.tell : 
Tlie Saxons came, a niollcy, puny host. 
To aid a traitor, who, his kingdom, lost 
Throui;h criaieiul deed, by Irishmen, detested. 
And odious guilt, whidi not, till then, ihCe&icd ... 
This hallowed seat of virtue, .to disgrace 
ller native hon<n!rs, or ennobled race. 
'Twas then, through rival jealousy and pride. 
That wisdom failed, and party-strife (loCted 
IVly v\hoIcsou)c counsels, when th' encroat hinj^ foe 
iJad shrunk llii uu^ii icur, ere ijravery struciitiieblow^ 
If Union had her eliergies. directed. 
Against Invasion ere it power collected, , 
To \Yaf:jc, in course of time, offensive war. 
That clouded Ireland's brilliant, re^ star. 
And cast a fame-eciipsing shade upon 
The bright, broad disc of l<'reedom's noonday suu«. . 

What evils followed, many a Muse has sang 
7'o Sorrow's lyre of sad lamenting toogne; 

Yet 'twas not mine to witness or partake. 
Those ilh which kept our country's fears awako, 
When woe's wild strain the tender hcartcould break. 
A sleep lethargic o'er my senses crept» 
That ttnmbed.my faculties, aod while I slept 
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The sleep of ages. Ruin's irdn band 

Was dealing desolation ** round the land/' 

At times I started froin my feverish sleep, 

Wfien War's dread clarion broke my slumbers deep ; 

Yet still the spelful blupor came again. 

With leaden power across my sluggish brain. 

And then in Fainej's reteries strange, methought, 

I mirsballed Erin'« warring hosts, and /boght, 

^Yith wonted vigour every oand of foes. 

That fio-^tile came to break our isle's repose. 

Uniiuinbcr'd enemies before nie sunk, 

many a chief, my spear the red-stream drunk ; 
And still, like Woden's heroes, o'er the s^lain, 
I triaoipbed ofc, then slept, and fought again. 
Aroused from rest in fatal Forty-one, 
I grasped mvspear, like one whoi^e dreams were gone. 
And (hou<:I)t my ancient spirit Avokc, at length. 
With all my wonted chivalry and strength. 
What deeds were done in those disastrous times. 
What dire, retribative, recorded ortmes, 
The Voice of History, variously, has told, 
As truth, or prejudice could things unfold. 
I'bat awful struggle over, stamped with guilt, 
.for kindred native blood, untimely spilt, 
Again, as erst, inglorious slumbers came, 
And stupor stole toe from the field of flime : 
My dormancy remained through drowsy years. 
Till roused to life and sense, — the Volunteers 
Convinced my soul, that Ireland was a nation, 
Willi all the pleasures ofrcvived sensation. 
'Twas then 1 felt my ardent youth returning, 
With nature's forner fe^vonr warmly burning, 
And joyous was my heart again to see, 
The proudly-mustering sons of Liberty. 
So like tile days of old, the pro<^pe<'t seemed, "J' • 
That then, indeed, I fancied tliat I dreamed. 
Of Glory Si Jiiiia, when our country shone. 
With all her stars that brigbtiined, and are goile. - 

I saw green Erin rising from her tranoe*. 
To wield the farchion, and defensive If^noe, 
Amidst her patriot sons, by wrongs united. 
At Freedom's call, to see their country righted. 
That ebullition of insulted pride. 
That soeial union, gallantly allied. 
Though foiled, in turn, by policy of state. 
Was yet produotire of efficient weight ; • 
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Hclaxin*^, salutary laws ensued. 

If not for national, — yet partial good. 

When cautious Minister began to find 

That fire still smouldered in the Irish mind. 

Amidst combustibles, which Freedom's breese 

Might soon ignite — or fan by slow degrees; 

Till, like a Magazine, in conflagration, 

A burst tremendous might convulse the natioB; 

As nature works by sobtemmaan fire^ 

Till earthquakes — thundering with oombostioii dire, 

Send forth voloanio ruin in their birth. 

With boiling lava to o'erwhcla the aartb. 

I slept no more — for then I could foresee. 
That Erin's children purposed ta be firae. 
And straggled with determined rcsolotioa 

To save a state —or want a constitution; 

Like Lions' whelps that shook and bit their chains. 

To flee from bondage back to Jbreedora's plains." 

" Another struggle — and a sanguine strife 
Against Oppression, wanted wealth and life : 

My youthful heroes in my presence fell. 
As falls the leaf-shower in the forest dell, 
When sighing Autumn bids the woods farewell. 
This ill-directed conflict grieved mc sore. 
And taught me deep and sadly to deplore 
The wound I felt, when ciwl power was lost, 
Through means, tliatmine and Erin's wishes ofoaaed. 
The British Statesman, by intriguing ar^ 
In Ireland found a vulnerable part, 
Through human baseness, turpitude, and guile. 
To make a subject province oif our Isle : 
Sdf-lnterest here, by vile corrnption taiatad. 
Saw future good, so £sir, though falsely painlsd. 
For private ends^-beglossed with golden Imea, 
And fine professions — lavishly profuse, 
That Arch-Apostacy unjustly bartered 
The last remaining rights by Nature chartered 
To Ireland's sons legitimate, siaoa time. 
Had seen, in youth, our Isle a raain siiblinM^ 
O'er which the Flag of Conquest never waved ; 
Tho«ghdaped-*-de8poilad---dislionoacedHi^ aasla?ad! 

*' Our Country's final ruin to complete. 
They framed a treacherous compact of deceit — 
A UNION caUM-^ ltgRUjied AlUaiiae, 
With crafty Britain-^setting at defianca 
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The laws of Justice, Equity, and Rjghl— 
The last frail flower of Liberty to blight. 
N erved by that Act nefarious, foul, and base. 
Sad Erin looks her miseries in the fiioe. 
And Boowlfl upon their features darh and grim ; 
Though flows her poisoned Grief-cup to &e brin : 
She Iparns, at lengili, to estimate hpr power, 
Regardless how her wintry skies may lower : 
She knows — and can prophetically read, 
' That brighter skies, and seasons must succeed 
To brnraal bleakaett^ wkieb so long has spread, 
Its sombre shadows round ber obeerlssa bed. 
Strong in her physical resources grown, 
8he feel^ she sits not widovv-^d and alone : 
Her patriot soiis^ liPiicHth uiv culture trained, 
Indignant grow, to lliinii Liiey iiavc remained 
So long inlwndage — ottfiod with Penak Xjawe, 
'Without a oriino— and for restraint no oaiue/' 
You ail are conseious^and yon must confesi^ 
What one proud spirit, gifted with address ; 
One veteran Champion, nobly hath achieved. 
To see iiis country legally relieved. 
The Pareni-Fotmder of tb^ Anoci jetiow. 
United Ireland's sinewt as a nation ; 
Gave soul to eloquenoe, and Patriots taogbt 
To give expression to exalted thought : 
Bade slaves to thinlc — and ihinkin^--, to aspire 
To what mankind, in bondage, should desire. 
With flaentflpteoh be flaabadlbrenrie light 
On all the horrors of oar penal night ; 
He trained his Senate with supreme command. 
Whose Members formed a legisiaiive band. 
To organise a disunited State, 
And model EIrin for a belter fate. 
His wisdom stemnid the jarring tide of faatkm** 
Roused native apatfar from doH inaation : 
Linked every sect in harmonised communion. 
And framnd of "ocinl heart'? a patriot UniOQ, 
Whose nerves of scnsilniity he moved, 
Like Harp-strings, touched by fingers sweetly proved ; 
Till Ireland seemed a well-tuaed Organ, played 
By minstrel hands that nnsio's powers obeyed. 
To him for present freedom nracb i»dtie, 
Wlieii Lack the chain of memory we pursu^ 
'i'hrough l/iirfy years of nctivr, public zeal, 
To save his couiUry, and her wounds to heal. 
He rose like PAos^Aor, in the Oriental skies. 

Presaging light wbss FfcfdMi'tStti wonUt rise^ 
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Ere yet, of Liberty, the cheering beanw, 

Abovo tlie horizon, )=parlJod on our strpam?. 
To bid thf ni^Iit-closed flowor of Hope display 
Its folded beauties to the smiles of day." 

*' In stormy times, He/taca//y rose, 
Heaven's harbinger of sunshine — when with WOeSt 
The cheeks of Erin sadly were bedewed, 
VVhere low she «at in mental solitude; 
Looking with teariui, yet expectant eye, 
Fot Menty's day-break in the Eastern sky; 
Around his centre be was seen to gather 
His lesser lights foreboding milder weather. 
While clouds of Faction hung around his path, 
lu lowering form<? of terror-brooding wraib. 
Recklc^ss of ills he held his situation, 
The brightest Ster of Erin's Constellatfon ; 
Till morning came, with waving looks of gold^ 
The brilliant day of Freedom to unfold !'* 

The glury his, aud ins the filial fame. 
Of shielding Ireland from ignoble shame. 
When humbly mute— >the victim of deceit, 
She prostrate lay at Despotism's feet ; 

With scarce one son to raise his parent's head, . 
From .Slavery's ignominious, iron bed. 
Great was the Man I in mental powers, how great 1 
Who eoolri a fallen land rogenarate, 
And breathe a soul throughout her ctonstitution. 
When tottering on the brink el dissolution ! 
Posscc<;ed of Genius and persuasive art. 
To move tlie pa'^sion^-. and affect the heart, 
He modelled for himself a civil school, ^ 
And gave to discipline scholastic rule. 
Founded on national, religious rights. 
In which, Experience happily unites, ; 
With ^pn-e jiulieifil, fo 'iccurc the praise. 
Of lauding in 1 1 OIKS, and a crown of Bajs. , 
Proudly he stood, the Advocate of .Slaves, 
When half-engulfed in wild commotiou's waves : 
Himself the HerO'Helot, still contending 
Against oppression — native rights defending; 
So braves a gallant sliip tempestuous waters. 
When anirr) Ocean, midst her surges, scatters 
Tumultuous ruin — many a frightful wreck, 
Spreading dismay along her dangerouis track : 
The storm-beclouded skies around heir sinmling. 
With harsh, diseord«Qk h^anw winds wildly bowlingi 
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Among her white tails, horror^s dirge of diBger, 

T'o fright the senise!^ of the wandering stranger i 
-8hc bears aloft to heaven her swaii-like crest. 
And beats the billows with her buoyant breast ; 
Till Fortune hails her on the peaceful shore, 
Safe moored tn port, when ooenn storms are o'er.** 

" TTis oo'jntry's Friend — the Sovereitrn Agitator, 

The Mr. r. of SlilIion>s---Erin's LiBEiiAroR, 

With dauiille.«.s courago, and intrepid bravery. 

Assailed the strong-walled citadel of slavery, 

That, like to Jericho^ before him fell. 

As if by magic, or some potent spell -. 

The power of argument, the war of words. 

Than spears more pointed, and more keen thaoswordt, 

\V ere weapons suited to the Politician, 

Who won the field, but fought as a Logician ; 

And still amidst the wordy war he stood, ; 

The faithful Guardian of the public good. 

While Prejudice, or Faction, left remaining. 

One faostiie foe, ih' unequal iigbt roaintaintDg*" 

" Kor shrunk he from the strife, till Despots tamed. 
In haughty spirit, granted all feeelaimed; 
O'er Erin stilt he held his sacred shield. 

Till her's, and Freedom's foes forsook the field. 
In History's Gnhi.rij of Glory' shine 
Full many lucid stars of ra\s divine ; 
Yet none, through Virtue's holy, radiance clear, 
Shall seem more bright, none lovelier shall appear. 
Than thine, OTonnblIt! when it beams on high, 
In Fame's blue vault, to court tli' admiring eye 
Of Trcland's snnc, in ao^p*? vetunborn, 
When Honour's Halo shall thy name adorn! 
Man of the People ! Monuments of stone 
May register thy deeds, wlien grass has grown 
A thousand year;!, around thy sacred tomb. 
Where social flowers shall breathe a rich perfume; 
But when thf' mouMerinrr Maible File shall fail, . 
And mo<?s shall clothe its ruins in the vale, . 
Thy hallowed Temple in the Irish heart, 
Shall long outlive the Sculptor's mimic art. 
Where grateful lore shall guard thy honoured sliriac^ 
Throufrh Time and years, so long as suns shall shin^; 
And Erin's fond rc^'ard and votivo praise, . , 

JSliall slill bo tliinc till isature's self decays."' r- 
" Nor should a Nation's praises be defied i ; ; 
To those who batlled by the Chieftain's side:' ' 
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Illustrious Orators, their country's boai^t, 
Select and few, though in themselves a host ; 
Like Mercury f merging in the Solur rays, 
They only teem tets brilliant fckrough the blase 
Of their Illuminator — sunlike, brightening; 
Jlis Sateilitic Orbs, with flashing lightning; 
Th' Associated Band of Patriot Lf'aders : 
The argumentative, impassioned Pleaders, 
Whose thundering eiuqueuce pcaleiiiuud and far. 
Like brazen Ordnance in the field of war, 
In justice, merit popular renown. 
The victor's wreath, and Valour's laurel crown. 
Yet Erin's brave Field -Marshal, armour braced, 
O'CoNNfiLL first, in greatness should be placed. 
Though other Heroes, who beside him fought, - 
To free their country, should not be forgot V* 

♦ 

" Courage ! ye brave! For still yon have a nation. 

Well worthy of your care and preservation j 
A land of beauty which the sun surveys. 



Behold what nnanimi^ oas wrooght 
On state timidity. — 'Twas Union fought 
Tbe moral fight, that rent the Pemd Code ; 
Leaving, to Freedom's Fane, an open road 
To Irish outcasts, doomed, so long, to wait 
Without the Portals of the Hall of State. 
Relie/lam come reluctantly, and slow. 
Like niggard eomfort, to expectant woe ; 
And stern Necessity, unwilled, has granted 
The humble boon which suppliant Millions wanted: 
By law, at least, their freedom is ron-aincd ; 
Yet viriuaily, they feel in bondage chained : 
The Recipe has to the patient brought, 
Ko medicated balm for suffering thought : 
The dose is palatable as Sherbet, 
fiut has produced no hcaltiiful change as yet. 
It matters not how laws may qualify 
Til* unfettered free, while power and place deny 
Access to offices of civil trust* 
Where Pnde bestrews its loora with golden dost : 
'Tis bootless, that the Irish Catholic bears 
The name of freeman, w hile, as yet, he shares 
But hollow freedom for himself and nation. 
To maiic iiim eulogise Emancipation. 




While Ireland's national resouroes fail: 
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As ebbs a ica-tide from the sandy shore, 
With refluent \Yaters to return no more ; 
The peasant pines m exigence and want, 
Inaoiive Labour sits with visage gauat. 
Sad musing on bblot, in thought profound. 
With firelttteye directed towards the ground; 
No more tlic sons of art the shuttle ply 
With toil retnbutivf, while thrift may lie 
In flaxen folds— -or silken piaits, to pay 
The ruined ManuSMtarer with decay. 
The plough divides the furrow, and the spade 
Improves the glebe for tillage ill-repaid ; 
Our fleecy flocks produce their woo!, in vaio. 
While Irish p^nods are fated to maintain. 
Unequal nvaiship wiih British cloth, 
That dooBw our ^ric to the hostile moth. 
A small return th' Agrarian Lord reoeires 
For all his lowing herds, of fettened beeves; 
And for the produce of hi? lartra! treasure, 
He ill can deck his dannrhtcrs, jinc, at pleasure. 
Or in smooth English Broadcloth, hope to see, 
His sons support their wonted decency. 
Deelining trade, and national decay. 
Are wasting Erin's health and strength aw^ ; 
Hopeless, shf falls, by sure and slow degrees, 
Tlie palsied prey of phthisical disease ; 
While complicated miseries sorely press, 
On all tlie senses of her deep distress ! 
^ay whcnoo the eanse of recent aggravations. 
Of present wronf^ and new exasperations ? 
Why grow calamities from year to year ? 
W'liy scrnis Misfortune's pressure more severe. 
Than when, with ponderous weight, crewlule, she 
pressed 

Upon our oonntr/s pain-tormented breast ? 
The Union, baneful in its eonseqnenoes. 

That wild delusion of our waking senFi^<J. 

Has brought our nation to her present state. 

The rigid destiny of legal fate. 

For her ordained, by those who would advise her. 

To self'destrQotion, that they might despise her." 

" My gallant sons 1 who soom Oppression's rod 

As much as duty makes you reverence God, 
Your patriot powers and faculties combine. 
Like Erin's offspring, steady friends of mine, 
To have your mUte Par^ameni replace. 
In that proud Han, by Irish Statesmen graced, 
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InmiGMuiized our ^Senatorial uanie. 

Look back, yc brair« t wiifa retrospective vievr^ 

Through faded year$», to glorious Eighiy'lvfO i- 

That brilliant period, when the 'prisoned light 

Ol" Freedom broke, whh siin-^hino on the «lg:;ht. 

Your fathers bved it---they whuse Jocks luuk grey 

Wiioiii death has spared toiiiarli my grovMiigsway y 

They hailed, of Liberty, the morniog beams* 

As Bent's votaries loved the solar gienu* 

When rising in the East their God first ^^Iied^ 

His matin rnrliance on the mountain's head, 

I'o add cmbi llishnicnt to Beauty's power, 

x\ud call from dewy rest the slumbering flower. 

Creation loves the cheering smiles of day. 

When Night, with sombre shadows, glides away ; 

And .Spring rejoices when dark Winter yields* 

'I'o Flora's milder rrign the c^rcpniiig fields^; 

Ho Krin gladdened when her sun aiose,- 

JSuceeeding to a polar aighl of woes; 

And as the day-break bwrsl upon her sky. 

The tear of joy hni,^ sparkling at her eye; 

As glittering dew drops, pendant from the tkorn«r 

Shed j)early lustre on ilie cheeks of morn. 

She saw ni) Diiy-Star with lucilcrous rays, 

(jilt^ing tlie iiastern Meavca witli twilight blaze j 

And then she knew the Herald Orb of lightness 

VVas ushering in the dawn of Solar brightness. [ing» 

Her day-break came while night-mists stiil weretower<>- 

Around the Hose of Hope, in youth new flowering. 

And tl;ou£;h since then her lovely landscapes lie 

lienealh an evcr-varyinir, chequered sky, 

Her brumal seation, with its howling blast, 

And stormy turbulence, seems spent and past* 

A vernal mildness gracefully succeeds 

To tcir.pest'troubled days of direful deeds ; 

\\ hil" elierislicd Patriotism, lists, and hears 

My pleasing voice, w hieh silence sealed for years- 

Oi lieraecutio.-j, subloJ with the crimes 

Of darkly-visaged, unforgolteu timeat 

Times frightful to survey with retrospection*^ 

When Erin's looks wore signs of w ild distraction : 

Kay, maniac frenzy, maddened with distreSBj 

And all the traits of meittai loneliness." 

** Of you, my sons, slmli future ages* teJI, 
That you were slaves, with |)ower to break tiit apeM 
That chained your destinies m letters strong. 
At 1 v ranny's oommand, so harsh and long t 
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The vrasting tvrord, to queneb IhgW ardent ffret^ 
Pruned down, in wralh, your persecuted sires^ 
Till Erin, like a widowed parent, pined 
On slender remnant life-hopes Icftbclinul ; 
And what the sword ol bigot-vengeance spared. 
The ilb, of pestilence and famine, shared, 
Till all her lovely realm, so gay, and green. 
Became a w ilderness — a dej5ert scene, 
^Vhe^e each intruder, prowling fur his prey, 
To helds uncultured tbund an opt n w ay. 
Not so the present— now lias Nature j^ivrti 
A numerous race, dispensed by lavouring iieuvcn. 
The former wants of Brin to supply 
Id population, and with pride ns hrgh 
As ever swelled the flushod, heroic veins 
Of ancient chiefs on Inms Alga's plains : 
Our country calculates her Millions now. 
The growth ul slavery— and shall Mjfriads bow 
When Despots please to tamper with their wills, 
Or li^ht ihr war-torch on their emerakl hills ? 
Milesian youth possess Ilel&elic bravery. 
And equal hatred to the yoke of Slavery: 
The Alpine State produced a William Tgi«L^ 
The pride ol rulhleiss 'lyranny to t|uell ; 
And Ireland, in her torn, no doubt shall boast. 
As noble Champions, when she needs them most. 
Who, BrutuS'Uke, should Targuini govern here. 
Will rise as brave to wield th' avenging spear 
Against Oppression, and as firmly stand, 
To humbk tyrant:* tlwit would scourge the land." 

"Greecb, long enslaved, and long in prid^ sabdued 
Arose at length — and single-handed stood, 

A mighty, haughty Empire to oppose, 
For blood-stained years destructive to her foes : 
She struggled (or her freedom sternly— and she broke. 
Through love of Liberty, the Moslem's yoke. 
So shall it fare with every seornful state. 
Where persecution rei|^, and nile» with hate. 
When native spirit. :TriPvou<;!y opjiresscd, 
Becomes a rebel in the human breast, 
And calls forth every faculty of strength. 
To cast off galling tyranny at length. 
With History's bright examplee fall in view, ' 
Shall miiiioHS bear the barden of the Jew ? 
Lo ! HisPANiOLA shews what sad disasters 
Befcl the few, when slaves would ape their Masters ; 
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Yet It eland longer has her thraldom borne 

Than Hajfiian slatei* her ralen' ruthless teom, 

Till passive, ebristian patience grovvs a vice, 

And stamps iu current-wortb at cDward's price ! 

But you are men, once more ; and ^^hnW the stam 

Of branding Infamv and shame rL-iiKim 

U|)on your character to tlamu your race. 

With ignominy, meanness, ana disgrace ? 

No ! yours arc hearts of mettle, yet untried 

In civil strife — though oft your blood has dyed 

Tfte Iierbagc and the flowers of foreiji^n !and<?, 

Wlu n duty called, at Britain's high ooiuaiandit. 

Their needs but uuauiinily, to be 

Free as the air — aa Freedom's self, as free. 

With concord's fascial, girdle-band to bind you, 

Your foes shall shrink, and Slavery slink behind you : 

Desire what Reason dictates, and you must, 

lie gratified, by power, in all things just : 

Hecal your Senators, and see them placed 

In that proud Hall, v^ hiehonoe their presence graced ; 

There bid them legislate as heretofore, 

Wricn I, as chief, their broiul. Green Banner bore. 

And, linked with Patriotism, in alliance. 

On Despotism frowned my bold defiaooe." 

Great Britain, by deceit and usurpation. 
Has made a auhjeot province of your nation. 

Thro' lawless means, and sternly hath she ruled yon, 
And deep in stoic wisdom, fiercely >( iiooledyou; 
Yet still to mock the seU-duped, Irish mind, 
\\ hen all was basely gained, she left behind 
A Hobby, meet for fools, a specious thing, 
A mere Automaton, called Ireland's King, 
To play the puppet-monarch in disguise. 
Cheating; with eoiuie grace a nation's eyes* 
This shadow of authority, is left 
Your rcgai island, when of all bereft. 
That constituted royalty, to make her 
A spectre Queen, that honour might forsake her. 
A British Province, now ; this land of Fame 
Has, even of Queenship, lost th' accustomed name ; 
She sinks, beneath her greatness, to her fate, 
A civil Pillar of the Imperial State. 
Old Ireland, as a kingdom, is no more. 
Her throne has failed, her regal days are o*er. 
Unless the God of Empires has decreed. 
That she, from vassalage, sh^lJ yet he freed^ 
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Whea angry fate and fortane cease to frown. 

And heaven restores her sceptre, tlirone, and crown. 

Till comes that day, if ever such shall shed 

Its grateful radiance on her reverend head, 

Ye sons of pride, consult your better sense. 

And spurn viceregal pageantry from hence, 

Which only ghost-like fills a phantom throne, 

The hollow shade of regal greatness flown; 

So Superstition's spectrc>hauntcd hour, 

Presents to sense, with self-creating power. 

The shadowy visions of a waking di catn, 

Thro* twilight uubLs, by Memory's moonlight suoam. 

Where Friendship's former favourites seem to pass. 

In airy forms along the dewy grass ; 

Th' illusive creatures of the busy brain, 

To grace Imagination's fairy train. 

This V^assai Kifi^ of Slaves, restricted sent. 
To rule a realm without a Parliament, 
Seems strange in policy, a farce-like thing. 
As Barebones Senators without a King ; 
Vet if a Viceroy still must govern here, 
And with a Sovereign's pageantry appear. 
Like Caesar, guiding Homa's civil wheels. 
Pray let hin have " a senate at his heels 
Or some resemblance of what gives a sovereign. 
The will to ac^ the countenance to govern. 
Let none suppose tliat Ireland was contented 
To form a Union, winch she had prevented. 
If Britain, yielding to the native voice. 
Had left th' insulting measure to her choice ; 
Spurning the otfer of her degradation. 
She 'd still have stood an independent nation. 
And hold her Parliament, had Justice acted, 
As reason, rigJit, and equity directed." 

" It may be said, you only share the lot, 
In slate-alHanee, with the British Seot, 

Who feels no disposition to repine. 
That Scotia's Thistle with the Rose should twine| ' 
Or t!)at one Senate-IIall should serve the laud, 
From John O'Groat's to England's southern strand. ' 
Vou envy not the Scot his placid smile, ■ ' 

That two united Senates serve one Isle, • .Q;:/-. 
While Scotia, linked with' England, in obmmnnioilr 
Has been a gainer by the British Union : 
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Vet Treland fiiida, and finds it, to !ier cost. 
That by her loss of Senate, she has lost 
Her rcj^al nam(>, which v"^onquPst never wou, 
iSincti (irst upon her rose Creation's San. 
For eomnion interest, Ireland still is right ■ 
To join Britannia in the field of Hght, 
To crush the daring foe tliat would invade 
The triple realm, with hostile foreign blade; 
Kill let each island liavp its Senate -Mall, 
As Justice claims at Palrioli.sm's call.'* 

*Twas thus proud Tndependence amplified 
On Erin's praent state and growing pride. 

On Clare's green hills that view the western main, 
To iiosts of patriots marshalled in hi«! train, 
He charged them to obey iiis favourite son, 
Momonia'« pride, till Victory's wreath was won. 
And him consider as their faithful chie^ 
While Ireland, unredressed, had left a grief; 
l or his was storlinp; worth, and sternly proved, 
To serve llie lovely country that he loved; 
I'hen promising to be tUeir friend lor ever, ' • 
And long as Shannon rolls a princely river, 
He, like a spirit, faded from their view. 
And wrapped bis person in a cloud of blae, 

Succoedin£r pcal^ of triumph rent tlie air, 
And woke tlic ocliocs on the hills of Clare; 
' ** Huzza for Itulepcndcncc I" loud huzzas 
Rang for *' O'Connell, crowned with civic bays 
The mustered Millions thundered with »icc!aim: 

Old Ireland, grleatand free! the land of Fame !" 
Their shouts resounded from the neighbVinfj rock^ 
Startling arovnui the timorou<?, bleating floeks. 
As if an earthquake, bursting from the ground. 
Had wakened Natore with its awful sound. 
The gifted Muse surveyed willi Fancy's beam. 
The cheering features of her pictured dream. 
And, roused from slumber, by th' astounding noise, 
She woke to meditate on future joys, 
When Erin (if her vision were of heaven) 
Should, by her sons, to eminence be given ; 
Again, a regal, independent Isle, 
To peace restored, and sunned with Freedom's smile. 
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to THE EUl-OGIUM TO OGYGIA. 

iNoTE 1.— Pace 6. 
O i-VoAer/y states, that the epithet O^y^'a was generally applied (olrelana, 
WHfc lofviWM to kdfhi^ antiquity ^ and (kmden affirms that our illustrious 
Mllon. wai m wtmoMy tm\meA, taforniertiines» IhataU.oUwtEunififaR 
,8laf«iM»1nitlii aitateof InfiMcy) dswlevdiyy cwnpaicdirilb 

• IrdiiiA; TlM ail^lBUMi aliv applied to Egypt and Ctete^ fton iimilar 
notives. Lempriere adds, that the epflhet, Ogygian, was a general term fot 
er«ry thing of darkly -distant anliquil) . "We leurn from Pan^anias und^'urro, 
that Oggges was a celebraied monarch, and the most ancient of tho«R that 
reigned in Greece. He governed in Boeotia, which, from that prince, was 
dso caUed O^^'o. Ills dominions included Attica j and he is supposed 
to hAfe llvad omvIj ISOOfem .Woi^ Gbcbt.. HmaWs Idand of CALwap^ 
and PUi^»9kf9t attd.Plila*« Avuftric Iaijs» from fti geographical pofltkm* 
(ritoafeed off (be CeH«» aadat tbe distance of foardaya' tatting from Oritaiii« 
was evidently meant to apply to thjs singular country, notwithstanding the 
ilifficulty which the learned have found in ascertainint^ the !ora^ity of its 
existence. ()' IlaUoran throw.? considerable light oti this subject. 

■From the days ui Queen iiiizabeli), if not belore that period, down to 
tba reign 9i George III. bistjMrical sceplipismi with r^pecl to Ireland, ha^ 
bat too genaralljr pnvatted. Tlie Seattish aatioo-bulldeiiBi aad nattoa-de- 
foipalttoiA .ftood iDponwit ia tbo tanka of Ui« toaa of laofedaUty* TIm 
Ea^iib mriiler liad-aelf-^taretted aiotlvet for doubt $ and even among our- 
telves were not wanting ignorant or prejudiced toi'disant antiquaries, 
who, either too indolent, or too illiterate to search after historical truth, 
among luusly volumes, or from being over-credulous iti tlie tielief of calum- 
nies, propagated hy intcnlionulviU&eri, wtth uublusliiug uupudence, denied 
joax nattoaal claims to.bigb, legitbaala aatiquity. Among thalaait eulpaUo 
ttf tboM majr ba lacfcoaad Sir fymu B^w, an antlfuaiy wbo,poMMnd an* 
fla aaaBs of pmvk^ Uw anolmtauthentieity qf our hiitoiy, hadho aanthod 
atdaq^aitba iavoctaaoeoftbcfnliit^t required. Weshallnot accuse blnol 
intentional fa^itttice ; but we, at the same time, will not hesitate to declare, 
that we have laaaon toaittwt either bis Uag<ialeni4iti«p, ocbje boo«i.^.i0c 
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a.cllolng a ta.k. vthicU the nature of hi. elevated ^f^^^J^ ^SlSS 
.olfever, h« not been the tr.i jbo '^"J^^ ^J^^ 

tl»ta^X t^f-^^»'<>""' "^'^'^'^ ind.fati,nblv pursued fur the 

A. and all tbe earlier British b.tori.t^s, mustwe.gb ^'^^ 
have wandered through tbe d..k, ^^^^^ 

tion. to a history, >.hich only required Hie knOwMg* of our U^.^ 

''';Z^:'Z''^T^ l-dUputahU e.dences or the .per. r 
«*Miroftbb«««t.y, ^0 striking criterion, or her ^'"^ ^ > 
Mto«whar««n,edri,ht- Fir.t-the adnus.on of ancient write^ 
JJ^lJeTcnrrence of others, that our Uland -"^^J^^^^^ 
back as tbe day. of Hon,er-«ore than 900 ^^^T,!*^^ 
„ well as by Fiutarc^. quoted by C««d«.. whojted alK«l f""*^- 

r«r S^^i a^, tUflJ^t tte »Mdte of the 6th century, In the ..Ign of 
JI^^^lM^Zehi^ldnotlongaaer the introductinn of Cbr.t.n.^ 

Watlcm.1 Record., and that a committee of n.ne ..s cbosea outof tto 
Ly. to preside as Judg. : 3 Kin,. 3 ^''^^ 
Which committee St. Patr>ck ^ns a member. J'^^^^T*^^ 
inspection included the grand 

^bW collated and digested, WM eilllll^ tto or 
CrMi ^r.^/9«%; cowequenOj, If, InHower^ day., our Island was 
entiltedto Iho epithet Ogpgia, or tmH ancient, and that nnr .nnals >n 
fbO-lhyi of flt. Patrick merited so lofty a t.tl^, i* there any reason lo 
doubtofour great antiquity nfUr the Inp.e of ne..ly i4U., years! Homer 
had travelled much : he svm well acquamted with Kgji^tian and GWCWl 
knowledge, and aoubth bud heard of thU (then) "^^^f* J>™"f 

..Oder a civilized goTcrnment, and po-«*dof oltiMttfe wttooiOllttraato. 
olher^^ise he could net taTO applifidlhe oteltod eptttietUie h« doM to lie- 
land. And If tW» Mind, in fbft Howmnn age, m so celebrated, we need 
IWkbtrararbad ttait PM»dk,^ moalacrupulous and judicious biographer, 
thmild borrow the distinguished name after tbe rhri.lhm ^ra. Let us look 
back through the vista of time and years, and ex.nune what BrtUm wa. 
in those days. We find her a subject province, under Roman doMiontjeii* 
hnvln^ no claim to clvil greatness or naUonal refiAMieat ^'^J^ 
owing under the awful authority of tlie RonW B^H*, with tbelf tefrtWo 
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tmtmlu «i hand* our owii eoiiBtQniieii, the Seoig, nd Am Cattdonlall Piktt, 
eombloedi to annoy their peace, and disturb the repose of the self-iH|giiHM 
roasters of the world ! What a contrast In nations might, IhoDi bednnni ; 
bow differently contfuted iDttit tli« State of both countrieanovoppoWf ofler 
tbe Upse of ages i 

NoTB 9. — pAoa 6.— Stinza L 

" Thai, full two thousand years of light and fame$ 
S/utd circling glories round thy honoured name.** 
.According to O' HnHoran, the sons of Golamb arrived In ihh counfry 
about t!ie year ol tbe world, 2736, on tbe 17(h ol the month iiei, or May ; 
consequentlj, the difference of lime {roni that Epoch to the Birth of Christi 
added to Ibefaorof tbe CbxitUaa era, according with the English Inrasioo* 
wili justify the IIHI114 rnmber of 1000 jtuh vithont teking ioto eoniMe- 
ntfoB, ^opcevloni^iity of Ftriolgian Xii^lt oni • few priacM of tho 
SmmUmLtiMf beforo ibo aiilfolof floBijIf. Wliot nation of EuMfo, 
fbetefore, can la/ ebin to anob bl^ aaUfulty, and ao fatlblnlly nigiitond 
Innutbontioannab? 

Noj p 3. — Page 0.— Stanza IU. 
For an elucidntlon of tLiLi Eu'iOL':mm un Iheuirnnd suil of Ireland, the 
reader is referred lo the natiouait Latin panegyric uf Douat, Bishop of 
Fesula, near Florenco, nalrMiSeo^ irbo Uved partly inthoTtbandtUi 
Oantuij. ThiabeantflUtribQto, paid tolnlanft* baa been el^ganfljF fiena- 
lated, hf tbe late^ learned JV. Jhmkin, vd afnco copied Into meiiy lepo* 
aHorfes of liteittnie. 

Non 4.^PAen 7.— SvAMsa IV. 

Tbeio le no povlblo donbt of oor Island bavInK been tbe Ofeit Dnidio 
aeatof Fngen Leaniag* mentioned bf Ower tn hk CMmientaries, where 

Oellic students studied philosophy and religious knowledge ; as we hafeno 
correct authority to induct- the belief that Britain •.va'; the Island pRrlicutarly 
alluded to, whose Learning and Theology were evidently derired Jrom 
Ireland. Proofs lo ihh effect can be adduced, If necessary. Doubts have 
existed respecting the Hyperborean Jskaidf the native country olA^art9t of 
whom so much faai been aald end wrllton* Ho was wOlt known tn Oreeee, 
wbeie hia phUowphy wee piopagnted, and be li generally edmltted to bavo 
lieentbe preceptor of PgUtagtM*, ibough aomo aie inclined lo diipote Ibia 
faooonr* aa well as of bis having been an TriKbman. We will only jBD%alro» 
if he was not of Iicland, with the doctrines and phi losoj by be laught, what 
other nortbern netloo» at so remote a period^ can lay claim to this singuUr 
man ? 

The worship of Btal, or Grinrnh [tlie Sun] was the principal in practice 
among our pagan iorcfalhers \ though Qrwn or i>«<<mjf was also pnUdlviMi 
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re«i>ect, at an early pedodt «a well astlwHiivdooDivioHy, Budh, ox the God 
of Generation, wbJcliy ntf pioh«U)r« w« OoHy AdifiMMtnode oiMHAratic, 

Note 5.— Paq^T.—Sxaxxa V. 
^poUo was the mora geqeral name of P/taBkt4, or tbe Sun, among tbe 
fiwdtB Bttkw^ tbongh sometliDM tp^Ued lieie. T2m tronhlp of tbe Svd, 
bj wlntoaBe iiMmr nlg^t be calledy vn» tbe nMwteie«eted» at well 
tbe noitiietitnl deierlptien of pegen woidiip,fbnMigbeat tbe UnlTeiM, end 
probably the most ratioDaflj-attractiTe, that barbarous natlooi could adopt ^ 
before the light of Revelation burst upon the world. 

Piodorus Siculus has preserved nn account, out of Hecatrus, a very an- 
iieht biHtoriao, of aNortbern Island (which be considered) less than i>icUy» 
situated over agaiflst tbe CeltVj and iobabitaied bjt ibose, whom tbe Greek* 
caOtd Ilyperbofeens^ Of tbie UkmA he wrltee ee IbUowi : « It ii buiiJUk 
pleanat, end dedieetedio Afol]o» e deity irtio^ for tbe ip«ce of immIw* 
ftan, end toeone aed bold oenctie wilb Iben i end* what is itUlBMire 
lemaifcalde of this people, they could, with gbHM«» draw the JVf oon appa* 
rentlyvery near tbcm, in vrhicb they could discover mountain?, valleys, (fee. 
They 'intl nho a lurge Grove, and a Temple of n round form, tu which the 
Pr;^'^ls fruquenlly resorted with their Hnrj lo i haunt the praises of Apollo, 
their greatest deity, Tbey have a siugular language of their own, and 
aerexri Oreeki liMre been ^tore to thlt w«nderlU.lilwd, and beffepiemtn 
cdteloable gilli to tbetrgveet mttoeel Teniple, wttb Qieek^ifMcrlptiQai 
on tbem, Ftom tbb Isbnd one Jitrh ydttad lato Gie^y Bod« eceoediiig 
to tbeoptolonsof aome, was a disciple of Pjfthagonut .tad Uiet be coe* 
tiaeted an intimacy with tbe Delinn<;.'' 

Dr. Smith, in his History of Cork, thus judiciously remarks on the fore- 
going account : The situation of this Island, f^jK>si1e to the Celtje, who 
wcro tbe inhabitants of Prilaln and Galliu: its being compared to Sicily, 
in fiiie j and being dedicated to Apollo, or tbe Sun, which planet tbe ancient 
Ifish certainly worshipped, Tbe description ctf tbeir Temples, whfeb weitf 
elweysvoDOdf together wUb tbe mention of tbefr Harpai aie all ao mangr 
eoneniring cirettmstances, tbat seem more tban probably tbat fUs Uand 
could be nu olher than Ireland; for ihe Mona or Jnglesetf oi Rowland is a 
spot, too inconsiderable, to be meant here. And if the learned of this Island, 
who were then tbe ancient Driiiii^ of it, could, ns with glasse*, «hew tho 
Moon apparently nearer, it niay be supposed, that the people of Ireland had 
made a greater progress in tlio&e sciences, than is generally imagined. Tbe 
nineUtnyewi^ eonvene with Apollo, tbe knowledge of tbe Moon's opa. 
city, and tbeaequabtaoce witb'lta mountains, valley^ rocks, dboi aigtMribe 
Irish learned to bare been no taconsideiBble Aslionomeis." Smith fnrtbet* 
adds— <« 1 have seen schema bf tbe Plolemaie 3ytteto (n «>flae Irbh maau- 
(200) ' ' 
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scripts 6f ftfy great antiquity. It h ilMfuy ttrnM^^, UMlllMy hma 

tradition at Lismorp (formerly a celebrated ancient scbflol) of wmnlGlwk 
students that were educate ! t^iero in former times.'* 

The monumental antiquii it s o( IreltDiJ furnish the most durable memo- 
rial of the ancient Theology oi the Pagan natives, in ibe Crotnimc/is— 
DaUmu, or PWar-itene*, and Altco's of the Sun — as wcli us of the*"- 
cyclic symbob, in their Annaght, or ftoao cliclef. fboincMt ancient 
ipeeioi ol wonliip Ii diffieuU lo aiecrtaia ; jet, in priorttj of tUm, Ihoitor- 
sbip of the Son seems to deserve the mott iCMOte antiqqlly, mmI eoewtiiiiii 
the Milesian coloni?ttt!on of this country, as we learn that Tt£hemkat, the 
Tlh from Ileremon, introduced the worship of Cram about the year A. Mi 
^830, and was struck dead, with mnny of bis 8ubject«?, In the act of wonbip. 

.. . NoteO.-Page9.-Stak»aXV. " ' ' 

Loitd of a ihommd niamtt** itc» 

Nerer did nation, besides Ireland, pOiMtSiO UNUir BUM^Ifld appropriate 
epithets — a distinguished pmnf of her excellence of soil, cad aobiU^. of 
character. A few of whicii need only be quoted : 

Ireland was early called Fiodh-Inis, the /Fomly Island, from its being 
formerly clothed with dense forests* Hieron, from lU blessed soil &nd tino 
Climate, The anoleDt IioUn hirtodanf callBd li Lmdm S<tcrumt which 
wa* no more than latlAlilflg the epitlicl /Tim,; the Mgpmhmm «« JVSir-, 
ihem hXe, ncredto Apollo: €to%gMo, vtMaSmtai; Umk, or .the Wmlmrf^ 
M, tboGieeli appellation. Insubtm Sam^onm, the Iflmrf ^SMllr 9. 
sometime about the middle of the second centur)*, it was generally called 
Scotia by the learned, a title deduced from the Scuitic oi Scythian origin of 
the inluibitants ; nmi our Iblaod was generally Itnown by. this name in the 
t^eolMede and Imdorc ; and previously to the establishment of an Irish 
(8eo(itilh].colo<iy in Nprtb-Britain onder Reuda, chief of the Dalriadians, 
whodorM tii«jr-Qeme fmm. Vuii lemler* l\ nf as called iMf>JiU^ or tho' 
Itkn^itf iMi^ 10 jrapiote the time, of the l^tat^a do damnt, Aom 
the celebrat9il ^kUU Btm, -on oeconnt of Mi arbitrary, oriicuiir decici^. ; 
Inia-Alga, or Ealga, was also a very ancient name, signifying fbe ifoUe^ 
iMiatuU Irelnnd wn?; Cf^lled Inis Oi^rc, the firkin hit\ from its perpetual' 
verdare> and perennial beauty : very ancient writers term it Ogygta, a re- 
latire title to still more remote antiquity. The Greelc names of Ireland all ' 
boM rebrtion to tta cmnpte western sltoatlon j and the appellation Hiherma, 
tuadby Roman writecs, also alluded to.tbe geographical position of onr 
Istand* The common poetlci^ name, Siin, seems to be no more than a! * 
contraction of Hieron, or the Sacred Iile,i)itan ahbieriation oiEr-Iais, the' 
Island of iht Mri, or Irish | dgnifying the same us Ireland. O'Conor says ^ 
that Bria was a cQaini»Iy<«eceif«d ancient de^gaation of this Island. Tbis ' 
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• niimcrntion furnisbrjs but.i brsei fianri|)le uf the fKinie* of Ireland. To ihtse 
maybe aJJed soaie milttary nnd political epUheu, m Tuathalu Domus ; llio 
Haiiiatioii oj J'ttatka : Fediemii Fundus s theLaiui of teitm : PUtga Cub' 
UtaM/ tto OmUfiff OaHkUei Hmg9nlmAimmi Vb^FkUff Hughs 
mil Cmimit Tkmdmm f tte TUtOre*/ Ctrma^ 

N0T8 7.— Page 10.— Si AN/A Xri. 

Whatever tincertulnty may bang over the exircmely reroole j erlrxJ of 
Irish history, during the changes of the early colonists, from Partkoianu* 10 
the arrival of the Mile&ians, there seems no reason to doubt the veracity of 
onr-MitoiMW from the tilaMlahiiieiit of tto lOMof GckatA in thbldaiid 
•M^iiitho ntbcmtiuy before Cbritt» oeeonUng to O^ifbAer^ ■nd O'Cb- 
iwr ; bvltbv ISUiB* C,l^ O'Hatlprtmt Comerfird, and mmnroiis other wri- 
ters ; thn' we prefer the cool, dispassionate calculations of the former, to tfaoae 
of the latter ChronoIot»»"rs, in n matter that requires tbe most scrupulous 
correctness, fn ihh Jslfimi, Ilercmon I'sUhlisiied R regulnr form of govprn- 
ment, and a body o( laws to regulate tiio affairs of stale* Oilam/i FoUhia, or 
the Learned Doetor, attbe diitainceof 849 years, intoddoeed many valaable 
liiipnnnemeiitiaiidMlatai7]««i. He ofdelnedlbe Royal AnenUr orFet of 
Qm SMet at Taiab, and eblfged the aeveffal illiiitriiMis laBilicala dktlngaidi 
theniielfea bgrmoHal beaifqgi. This eariy seholaf viote« comet histoqr 
of the travels, T<^ges, adventures, wars, (fee. of his royal ancestors, ( Psalt. 
Tnrnh. Pm!t. CtuAel.) Jfolaiid waf aiider everlasU^g obUgatioiu to tbis 
eelebrated Lawgiver. 

Note 8,— Paqb 11,— Stantta XX. 
The habitable Globe rnrrii=bes no parallel of a nation thiit jirnduced, in 
former times, so many SaiaU, Philosophers, and learned men, as Ireland 
had done. Europe has had her dark ages, constituting a gloomy night of 
mental and noial eleedtiMHb oeeaitoned fey Ootfe% Uvau, Yaiida!% and alt 
tboie dieadfal aeou^jea of barbailan cnielfyj vblob tte teeulag Noifh 
pottiad foilb like a devastating delqge on the volnptnois legtona of tbeSonth^ 
levelling all things great and sacred in its deetnietiveeGinaB. Irdand^ Xlhn 
n brigbt , sun gilt spot, arose amidst her own green-zoning wnves, in lomlnoas 
seclusion from the lurid ()arl<nes3 Ibnt overspread the prostrate tintions of 
the Continent; and cherished Literature, Science, and Relitrion with raater- 
nal tenderness, when Genius fled from scenes of desolation to ber peaceful 
ahomb ea to thil Aik of Salvalton. Leatmlng» meeting no dhitaolee liera 
fion lb early intradiiotion» eontlnucd to flouvfih hnoriantly under the la»> 
taring protection of oar Pagan King^ till the arrival of Si, PMek, to eitob- 
lish the pure doctrines of Christianity on the ruins of Paganism. A hitherto 
po!i«!hpd people soon embraced the faith of heaven, with zenl and enthu- 
siasm; and from about the middle of the century, our holy nnd pious 

countrymen were seized with the desire of canying the newlv-rec^ived 
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' ligbt Into oOMf nftttoni, to dte«mtiiaW itt IHimlaalliiff gloftoi muag Mr 

benighted inbnbltiinis. The astonl>be<ii world was struck with MnnMnent 
at tbo host of saints and learned men wblcb Ireland produced for tbe resto- 
ration of religion nnd Irlters ovrr fiil!en Kurope; nud JSamelrode, on« of 
tbe upproviiit: priiiegyrists ut tlic learned Itibuurs of FliASCIS Colgan, hddii 
** Wbai can more conduce to tbe excitation of our wonder, tbaa tbe coa- 
tomptotton of aa taHtldiMl Jiliul, within iti -MqoMtBtti boHn>«iu6aliqg 
now Mlntf than BOit otber eountrfct hate eoUMtiv^'piodiieed ! ao many 
. Bodtiiof oioMlvlrtMMeiuiteaiMly bepBidteMlntlio.whotoUiiin^ 
so many living temples; so many sbinlog exaMles as we can never hopo 
fntarity to b«» blessed with ' All Ibese must cer^Inly astonish ; but can we 
beany Innirer amazed, that Ireland bos been distinguished by tbe boDourehIo 
Hfpellatiun of tbe IsLiAND op Saints — L»fnch*$ laid. Hib, Sonet. 

To comprise in a Note thil names of the Irish MUsionary Clergy wuuid 
bo iaipoiiihIe» while a slngie' toIuim wonU not do ad«qaate jwUee to tbo 
iiil^U It ie lulBdeDt to our purpose to itote^ that loon after tlietr oon* 
voretoB» diey tpnad oxtrasiTely o«or Qtcat Btttoia* Vaaao, the Low Coiw- 
tries, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, (be. &c.| and founded thit most of the 
churches and seminaries tbat sprunp: irt to existence, hnUi before and after 
Ibe dark ages, in tbose several countries j and their principal patron saints 
are easily traced to tbeir Scottish [Irish] origin. A fact teslifled by tbe 
most authentic Europeoa Ohrentolce and Haglographers. In support of 
this ftaleflMnt II li tuoeeessary to quote any solitary Author, whito eo many 
MiifB and fore%h writan acknowledge- the prfawtfy of nd^toa and leamliis 
bi Ibli ooontry, aewell at tbe Mceeis of Ibalr tenehliig and preaebhigta 
foreign nations. 

fPardf citing Du Chesne, state? : " The disciples of St* Patrick were %q 
distinguished for wisdom and piety, were so well skilled in tbo administration 
of religious and ecclesiastical afliilrs, that tbe world, many centuries after the 
death of our Tutelar Saint, possessed no persons so holy, so learned, or so 
amtoenty ai the Irlib Monks : tbejr filled oU Europe to such an extraordi- 
nary degree with illuftrioua men of (heir congn»gaUon> that tb^ gafobtrfh 
to the most flourishing seminaries and aponastto insUtnUons of the wliolo 
Cbrlsthin worU.'' 

NoteO.— Paqf; 12. Stanza XXV. 
The evil destiny of nations sent hither tbe Norman scourge about the 3 ear 
S15. Tbe piratical Scaudioaviaa tribes under tbe several names of JUanea, 
^orwegiaji$, Finns, Ac. troubled our nattonal repose, from that period till 
tbair final overtbtow, bi 1014, by Brim BorMit, The totradttcUon of the 
Cb^tin^ Religjbtt toto.tbls Idand occaatoned a matorial change in the mo- 
lais and bidiits of tbo paopln : tbo mUttaiy character of Fagan irelaiid was 
Mcceeded by saintly pbily andiellgiofw ftttsteiity : war ccff^d to bo pracUsed, 
(203) 



Ittliltafy iMiUUtttDtf wvt clwnged formltei of swictHf : nligloii* lemoing, 
•■nd phlloiophjr* wwe Uie peculiar studies of the great i andipteDdid achieve- 
IWMrtt€ut no llgbt on the pages of history for a long sncce.<:5ion of peaceful 
years. This tranquil sfnto nf thin^:'; fumisiieJ n fnTourable opportunity for 
incursions to (he Danes, who, before and after ibis period, troubled the coo't 
of Britain and France. Our forefathers, however, met ihem wilh firmness 
and determined resistance, and, unlike tbe passive baxoas, repeUed witii 
nagiumtinity the (n^funt lamadt of (boae dMiof foidgiMn» Tbej, hov- 
iwr,«itaiiliilied>> andcf ToigMiiu^ a tm^omf mum^ olcbpit dmatte, 
whMi amtnaUy tank k^Sun aativa fmv m m The Od««-«M« alwMila 
pHty state by precarious tenure, in, and around, Dublin, which they foitlflad 
forself-ilofencu. The Battle of Clont irf juit an end to the Danish power, 
and left the people to the enjoyment of nalionul repose. The continual wan 
vith the Normans failed not in coosequence^ fatal to our country : conti- 
nual warfare bad considerably reduced the physical stiengtb of the inhabi- 
ta&to ; and wbatem poww nnalned was anert atad, or neatnllsed, by dfe* 
uBion and olf Q dtsseasloa anoag fiwal priocas. Tte dafeetion and cxpulsiaA 
of the Stag of Lalnslar prapaied the waj tn Saioa invasion: Rodeikk 
O'Connor, the Monarch, sat on an enviable throne : the provincial and 
Topnrchin! Kings were j onions of his exalted autliority. avnileil them- 
selves ol the earliest opportunity to forsake his standard and his interests, 
not consiJering the evils they produced to their countrj'. A brave Sove- 
reign, therefore, in the critical moment of tfial, fouad liimself deserted, and 

Am tntnreilif of Ivelaiid s eert ieed^e penooal iaientiBent»i Bfi dii nt j oal wi y» 
or private levenge.' Thai • tend «f mndj better destgnated eBn.pailyef 
FNehootaiSf than an amiy of Invadm* made giadaal encroacbnieBli on tte 
Slate, till, in the conclusion, O'Connor was necessitated to aekneirled|ge 
litamelf tbe vassal of the King of England, whom lie despised* 

Note 10.— Page 13.— Staxza XX1X« 
Henry the Second, an urtful, politic prince, had lonpf meditated a descent 
on Ireland, for which he could device no favourable pretax!, lill, flutterfnf 
the Papal pride und self-interest of his countryman, Adrian IV- {lireak- 
speare)t he obtained, by fuUe representations and libellous calumnies against 
our nation, a miscbfevooa Ball, privileging the Royal Hypocrite to take 
niUtaiy possesslon'of Irebuid mder Fontlfleal aothorlty» bj acknowledging 
to piqr a stipulated suq annaall j to the sttccesior of St. Piter. The def ae- 
Uon of his own children, and tbe distractions of State, prevented tbe Kli^ 
of England from profiting by this holy privilege, till the murder of T^omtu 
A Berk''( reniervd him obnoxious to his own subjects, wh^n, todir^rt their 
attention from that inhoman deed, be undertook nn pxpediiion of royri 
pageantry into this country, to claim tbe pos^session of pTovious conquests, as 
well as tttreceive the acknowledgment of hi« Pupal privileges, from the Cler- 
(204) 
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gy, cad tM sttbmlMloii of ftportlon of tbe Irhh chisftalos. Hie fsvoonAlo 
recep^thni of tbe Bull of Adrien* by the eaemUy of tbe Bisbopt st Linnorer 
ptoaioted th» encroaching: pover of the English Monarch, and conceded 
an assumptive right to possessions unjustly obtained, eta time when Eccle- 
siastical nuthorifj* held hig;h iiscendancy, I Jpjice rommenced the era of our 
national misfortune, to wliich tbo spiritiml nbetiienct* of the nntive Princes, 
Mnd tbe conduct of the Clergj, largely contributed from want of political 
foreilgbt. 

J9^oTc 11.— Paqe 18.— Stakba L. 

say%i « Ireland surpasses all other na« 
tlona ^1 ber etlecbmejit to tbe Faitb." Dmtiu» conobonil^t this itate- 
nent liy, adding^ Ibett ** ai fa* aa^e cao lean from biatoi7» aoQo of tbe 
Xectbeni Nattoiw bae been tnove eouifant (ban Iietatid in tbe iaine imtf«v- 

mlty of doctrine, end adherence to the one religion." This assertion is 
confirmed by the united testimony of Lynch, fFard, Tolund, <fec. But 
this fact is so vcell establisbdfly and«o generally adautted« that none ore so 
sceptical as to doubt it. 

NoTS 18.— Paob lS.^-SrAKZA LI. 

Tbe CATaoue AsaociATioic, a vlrluouiy patriotic body of inteltifent men, 
wbon WfOngiiNiUed for the salvation of their country, awakened Ireland to 
a more acute sense of penal sufTeriiig, and breathed an invigorating spirit 
through the great soul of the nnlion. This Legislntinr^ r«nincil, acting with 
firmness and Icpul caution, gave voice to their grievances In strong, irresist- 
ible language : they directed the movements of the people in seeking redress: 
tangbt tben wianiml^, and ft^^ect for tbe Ia«% aa eertaio maasM iA 
eucccet. Tbeigrmpatbiesof theaggrlefedCatbolics vcie drawn togetber* 
end wifb tbem ajmpalbiied the liberal Protestent and Dissenter } till the 
Ooveni»enti men nnrtifled by tbeir independent neaauiesf than furoJabed 
with a sufllcient cause for hoetiUty against their proceedings, 1^ a biw of 
tbe Legishiture, dissolved this celebrated ban 1 of pHtriots, (o pref^re the 
way, unnecessarily, for their emnncipalion : n cvnwi wrung from the reluctant 
necessity of nn intimidated Ministry, lest the Church of Irt>land, ns by law 
esUtbiisbed, shuuki suffer by the collision of parties, and the prepoudeiance 
of pef alar power. 

Note 13.— Paue 20.— Stanxa I.VH. 

Irelnn J has long groaned under the oppressive sway of Grcut Britain : she 
has patiently endured sufferings of the most atBictirg nature for many cen- 
tariefi : she had to bear, in the commencement^ the eseeadaney of n foreign 
^ower,«Urii die d ee i ed harnlese or hioftnslfe,iiU late expexieiiMtangbt 
berlbeliitalefferofherpBailv»cnd«ll^« Thejnroadeof tbeSamnawtM 
eOen^ tfoeri nd pngvuitm; tbey weee oflen defaated Igrtbe utlrt chhif' 
(805) 2D 
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tains, and in Ibo eail were nearly reJucpiI to nothingne«i ; a consequenc* 
which would have eventually luken place, had not tbi- lU'formtttion bappen- 
edy and found its way into this country, to change the (uck of things, by 
ptodacing iiDwonted aetivlt>' among its adberenti» and iDifitutlog penal in- 
fltetioiui for wch as oppoied itifanaticol progrest. In pufswinee of tlw bar* 
batons enactmants of Elizabeth, after the supprenloD of oar Monasteries by 
ber deppotio father, the Catholic populatioa was reduced to a small proportion 
during the exterminating wars of Mounljoy and Carew. The Rebellion of 
1641, left a scanty population, bolh of the Old and New Relifi^ion, through 
crime on the one hand, and recrimination on the other. Cromwell cam» 
soon after, with his bloodhonnd Levellers and Puritans, to delug'e our fields 
with Christian blood, and destroy the remnant relics of aiunumental unti- 
quit}'. It might then be truly said, that Ireland was left A Howling De. 
aert," where physical strength had failed* 'The civil wan, consequent to the 
Refoliitton, ewept off its thousands and tens of thoasand^ bj the sword, or 
banldnnent ; thus the inhtUtants of oar conntiy were reduced, by diJIeient 
causes, to millions less than it had previously possessed. The various relax- 
ing laws passed in favour of the Roman Culholics during a period of internal 
peace, contributed to the growth of population, and prolrfic Irelnnd rapidly 
increased In physical strength. The successful increase of inhabitants, 
however, was rather reduced by the Rebellion of 1 798 ; yet it is almost aii- 
fBColons, in effect, how rapidly the CaUiolic population bat increased, even 
since the Union. Ireland nowboasb of her eeeen miUioiu of Catholics, 
among whom she reckons acondderaUe proportion of wealthy, intelUgent, 
independent characters, who view, In darlc retrospection, the soffinrings of 
their forefathers, with strongly-excited feelings. It is therefore very unlikely 
that such men will ever ngtiin, under any circumstances, bow to humiliating 
conditions for penonal safety, whatever consequences may result from their 
patriotism. 



NOTES TO THE iNTRODUCTORY CANTO. 



Norn 1.— Paob S9. 

«• Harp of the West ! awake, the Minstrel calls.** 

It would be unnecessary to notice here the early claims of the Irish to a 
remote knowledge and use of t!ie Harp, bad not the modern leader oi the 
Irldi Fynbonlo School, ]><i6lw Ledwicli^ stated tbat» the battmoA was not 
widdj^QooB** to iMlaad, hit the gift of the Mvi*biibiioi» taonn* in 
(206). 
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flvplNKtof thU stiltaMnt li9«iUiiMsim|woof ; but attanptsto MUbliik 
iafenoUol evid«M»i of Ihe T^utanio Trlbw making um of * nido tnttramoiit 
that bora fono MtMibliineo to our nSatd mUonl hyn* He admUs that 

Iba Harp represented on a moDument at Xetg, in Scotland, in the eleventh 
contun', n fissure of the Irish instrument, us described by Cordiner ; but be 
denies that the Harp of Brian Horoimhe was the work of tho arlistb of Iho 
tame centurj'. On this subject most of our native, and many fureign '.rniers, 
are united in beiieJ, iL&l the iiurp oi ireiand, improved at various nine's, 
wnwn btttnunant dbtlnct and unborrowed from any of the neighbouring 
nattoni, ffon Ibo «ailieat tinea j and tint it A coeval witb tba an of tlio 
MOeaians, wh0| fn allUkeUliood* carriad it, io iti aimpter, pvimltlTeflate, into 
tbif coantiy. It ia alio pretty geneially allowed, that the Harp of David 
was the proto-type of ours, admitting the descriptiona of aatiquariaaon that 
head ; as neither the Cithara of the Teutone?, nor the Nahlium of 
other nntions, bore uny more than a distant resemblance to thu sacred in- 
«tn:mi'nl of the Royal Min«;tre!. The similarity of mechanism between 
that of David and ours, is a suliicient proof that the antiquity of the Irish 
Harp is long antericar to thoia of the Saxons, Brilldi, or Welah, whoae aao- 
dera laBprovesmitf aeena evldnitly bonowed from oar musical nalioa, 
without laying us onder any complineDt to people ao far bebiad us to 
ancient arts dad sciences. 

The frequent mention of Harping Minstrels at the great festive meetings 
of the Irish, as well ns the Martial Minstrels in battle, even hy our earlit-st 
writers, must be sufficient to set the gratuitous assertion oi tbe AnUqaarian 
Sceptic (Ledwicb) far beyond the bounds of truth and probability. 

NonS.-*PAfis88. 
« Ul-fvt9d knur wAm Dmnrg^Ua tM, 

* 

Of all tbe events, pr«piant with fatal eoniequencea to our coontiy, tfalt 

was tbe most unfortunate, as It prepared tbe road for invasion, and cooco> 
mitant misfortune. Dfrvoh-gaf, or Dervor^aHa, was the daughter of 
Mel'jchlin, lhe Monarch, and wife of Tighernan O'Rourke, Prince of 
brelny ov Leitrim, who eloped with Dermod Mac Murchad, Iviiijj of 
LetD&tcr, w hile her husband was absent on a pilgrimage to St. i'utrick's 
Purgatory, in 1153. Pot this odiout crime, Ifec Murchad is expelled 
Ills kingdom by tbe Monareb, Roderlcic O'Connor: the aid of tbe ICiu^ 
of England Is aoaght by the Kiag of lieinater : Heniy dedlnei immediate 
IntMrfarenee ; bntgranis lettan patent to any of bis Baioaa who might feel 
disposed toentev into tbe views of Mac Murchad. Strongbow, Fitzstepbens, 
Fitagerald, and Prendergast, join tbe exiled King, and make a descent on 
Ireland ; and, by fraud aad treachery, succeed beyond Ibeir expectalioos 
(201) 
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Rodericki Ito Monarcb, it deserted by tbe jealous provineiAl chiefs : Uenrj 
inak«s bU paUIc Mliy Into Irebiiitf : m cmimU is convwMd al Iiii«oi« In 
im : tlie Bull «r Adriw !■ jpradnoed by tbe EngtWi Klny, «i4 ««U n- 
cetfcd by tbe Deigy : letenl of tbe y w i t ae iel cbleltiiBi pey Um boieefe : 
Heniy letarntto Englaiiii ; nnd soon artcr tbe Kilif of Irriand acknowledges 
vtsMlaga for a pert of bia dooiieioM, but atfll leeMies TirtaaUy tbe 
Monarch. 

Hovedeot p. Gix. Caoibr. p* 160 : Holland. Canadeo, article Irelaed* 
p. 69: Stanibnnt, Hist. Catb. lom. lib. 1, c 3 : Coat* vol. 1, p. 11 : 
li>lend| vol. 1» p- 15* a 

NoTC 3.— Page 30. 
" Long Pent wit/tin a Pale,*' &rc. 

Tbe Anglo-Irish Colony held possession of a territory generullj called 
the Engttih Pale. This province varied its limits according to circuin- 
stances, expuiiJiDg and cuiitrncting us it gained on the possessions of the 
independent Dulue chielittiiis, or shrunk before their busiility. After the 
Invasion J it comprehended sereral counties ; but bed dwindled away to a 
mall t«rritoiy» toued tbe eify of DubUoi In tbe tuiga of Edward Ilf* For 
e long fuceefsion of yeei»» it only ineladed tbe conntles of DubliDy Kildere, 
Meotbf end Loutb, oi Uriel. Even in Iblt contracted iipaee» tbe Englidi 
enjoyed only a precarious exist(>nce, being hemmed in on all sides except 
the fee-coast, by restless and turbulent foes, who obliged them to pay Black 
Rent for pprsonal safety, and lo prevent the total destruction of their colony. 
It was on right of lliis petty principality that tbe Iwngs of England 
founded Ibetr titles as Lords of Ireland, tiii the time of the Eighth Henry, 
■who assumed the boUow, puUnant epithet of King of Ireland, to which he 
bad bat a partial and very limited vlaim. James I*, by deceptlte artlAoe, 
extended bia authority over the whole bbud, mneb to the i^retand dliap- 
pointment of tbe cmduloaB inbabltaati. Uliter* the peipetoalicottrgeof 
the English power in this countr>', was chiefly the sufierer, by the lawlesa 
injustice of James the First; and to his exterminating cruelty are we to 
trace the di'^'^imilarity of inhabitant!; in the Northern proTince from tbosi; 
of tbe other provinces ; but as good ollen results from evil, so !ias it proved 
in this instance ^ for to this cause is owing the refinement, letirningand civi- 
lizatioo of UUter, superior to the other provinces of Ireland, under tbe wise 
TCgoUtiona and cfaril ImUtntlone of tbe EnglUi and Soottlih SeiUeie.of tbe 
oiganinad North. In rapport of tbera faetSf It is ynnecenaiy to 4|note au> 
tboriti«% as they are not disputed by any bistwian. ' 

KotB4.— Page 31. 

Ulster abounds more fn poetic genloa than any other tedtfMiilil pvoitnen 
of Ireland : this seems not tbe eflbet «f elliMte» or loetltty of iltiift ttaty a» 
(208) 



Digitizixi by 



NOTES. 

much u historical elveHimlmces. Hugh [Aodk] Aumirey, who aicen.iea 
llie Irkb TbiolM in M8»tummml s Natfonal Council ai Dromccat, nt^ur 
Benrjr, tjioitfy alter fait aiceiMtoD, to eonilder amal paramoant objectt 
whteb ttfieeltfd tbo Stato : the KTbtoit tt aboHtlm of the Baidic Order 5 
nnd to debate on tbe propriety of competling the AlboHlan Seott to lenew 
thepayment of 3 early tribute to the Irish Monarch, whteb, for ioiiie time 
before, th.-y had not done. Th(? Apostle of the Plcti, Cblmnellle, 
attended on Ibw occasion, to defend (he Unrdfc Order, and (o release thJ 
Albanian Nation from an unnecessary impost. The Irish Monnrcb hud 
been pteviouily determined to btinisb the Bards or abolish ibeir Order, in 
consequence of thelriittmber and OTerbeaiine swoy, tbey baring in those 
time* anoanted to one-third of the vhole oonmunily ; but he was persuaded 
to preserve their Order, by placing it under new regntotlons, and limlllnir 
Ibe number and privileges of its reduced members. In previous telgns, the 
Bards had been frequently persecuted, and not without ostensible motives, 
but theUltonian Kint^s Hlvmj s afforded tbem nn asylum and Royal protec- 
tion. Thus Ulster, as it were, concentrated the spirit of national g-eniii5, 
Hehicb, even at IhU distance of time after a period of nearly 1 JOO years, \% 
etin throwing out its lively tcintUIalions in every part of the northern pro- 
vince, and almost the tenotest vOlage or hamlet Is conspicuous for its rus- 
tic, natural poet. Thb historical conelnslon may be objected to, inasmuch 
ns Ulster cannot be considered a province Inhabited by native Irish, at it was 
in the days of Iln-h Anrairey, but a region colonised chiefly by Scotch and 
English Settlers. Those who are thoroughly acquainted with the various 
grades of people in the North, will leaJIly admit, that a larqe proportion of 
the inhabiteints are the genuine descendants of the Irish stockj but whe- 
ther this circumstance can at present aflect the true stale of natural genius, 
appears a matter of great doubt. It rather seera», that the superior atten- 
tion to education in the North, fumlshet the best argument in favour of 
poetic superiority in tbe tHtonlan v^i\wi9,'^Amttt» of Vhicr, apud56%, 

■ 

NoTB 5.— Page 31. 

** The Duhoark nf the Nort/t the Fortrest-tower : 
Of Independence, by tliejem kit guarded." 

Tbe prond «pirit of Irish Independence preserved its strong fastnesset 
chiefly in tbe North, to repel the inroads of English encroachmmf. Ilm 
COlontitlof the Pale were Iceptin ceaseless fear and continual trepidation 
by the daring heroism of thechlefit of Ulster } and to strenglhen tbe Eng- 
lish power by worla of art, the inhabltanU of !he Pale erected a chafai df 
fortreams along the Northern frontier of (heir domintoo from Carlingfoid 
Bay, in aSoiith westerly direction along the bbrdeis of liOuth ami Mceth, 
to preserve their terrlloiy firom llltonian hostility j and so mneh didtbo 
(209) • 
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oflbittifo buffer/ of ih« norllienit morliry tiM ?aSaMim, ttiat tbiouf bout 
thon eountief J iifuaUjr coinpf«liaiMl«d wltblo ihat Aiiglo*Iriih piofinee* • 
itroDg pf«jiiill«»«xbU amoDg the people« tovard* the northerns, eren to tfa* 
preMnt time, intoiiiaeJi» that it it considered the dark sourcfl of evil, uid 

proverbial for every thing wicked nrid tniscbierous ; whereas, when pro- 
perly urKlersloO"!, U is Ibe effect of noble daring, and a njalignant prejudice 
implnnted In intHe:nant courage in llie breasts oi mortifn-il enemies. A 
tinuiar prejudice directs its enmity towards tbe tnbabilanls oi Counaugbl 
tiom fieax^ similar motives. 

No ri: 6.— Paoe 34. 

To our flafh- Innis, and the Muses here.** 

We have used the term FlatU-lnnis, as Mac Pherson hns written it; j"et 
niort' from poeticiil convenience tban propriety. 'I'be learned O'Jlifh^-an 
i-\i<u«e3 the Jibsnrdily and ignorance of the sui-disant translator of Ussiun's 
Poems, in using tbe epithet FlatU-Imm for the Scottic Heaven, as we have 
no f ueh vrords to ezpieit Uie seat of bliss in. tbii eoontiy- Kmmk is the 
true Irish for Heaven* or FAn'MpeoMiias, signifjinf the Sorerd^ty above ; 
from FUtit/ita*, sovere^ty, and mr, ebove $ anil from these worib ate 
derived J%imAi»aftlie» a priest; from the root of which cones tbe Latin 
Jktmeth admittlDg of a sinilar signification. This Flaitheamnas is repre* 
sented as n terrestrial parndise by Tolnnd, who with great strength of 
reasoning, in his *' Dissertation on the DruiUs" seems to prove Ireland to 
be that blessed place. There ore yet preserved copies of a very ancient 
Insii Manuscript, entitled " j4 gaUam na Semiocridhe or Dialogues of 
the Anclenis, in Yhioh Is a legendary tale of Otun Mao Fiotm, who, while 
seated on the hanks of the Shannon»-is, in tbe act of Divineadoratioo, harried 
Invisihlr to Tir na mgt ; tbe conntry of yontb ; or /m« finmieo ; the Island of 
Immortals, which he beautifully describes a.4 a lovely region. He renains 
there but a few days as be imagines, yet finds on his return to theworld of 
material beings, greatchangcs. is f^renlly surprised to find his father 
Fionn and all his Fionne Eirion have been ionp^ inhabitants of the '*Jiar- 
rowHoose :**his.foiaief huiue has disappeared, und ullhlsucquaintance bare 
vanished : there is no person to sound tiie liaa bhui, ur well known military 
clarlon>toeolleetthe warriors of htojwntb. Long sincehad all those been cat 
oflfin battle % and instead of a gaUant'race of heroes, which he had left behind, 
he discovers a puny nee of mortals scarcely speakfaig tbe same language, 
f n fact it appeared that instead of a few days be had been absent nearly two 
centuries in the supposed mansions of tbe blessed. He lived says the same 
tale, to the days of St. Patrick, and related to the Irish Apostle those many 
wonders after his conversion. 1 liis ingenious fiction serves to shew, that tba 
imaginary elysiura of the ancient Irish was not entitled Flath-Innit, nor 
the Island of tbe brarc and virtuous, ns it bus been deiined ^ for Ireland as the 
(210) 



Digitized by C<. 



KOTES. 



Nobte bland was called limit- Balga ; butSeotUih Translators of the Gaelie 
at best, mnke but clumsy veotk of it. He comraonly translates badljr wbo 
is Jgaorani of the language he voeU attempt to clothe in a new dtess. 

Note 7.— Vxot 36. 
«< To Guelph the Fourth, that new in lift** decUtt* 
The Sceptre siraj/s.'- 

The preceding Poem buving been w riUen ii coii&ideriible timp»inrr, hit 
late Srlajesty was tbet) a di.stinguii>hbii itiliabilant of this Irausitory world, 
and possssied of a temporal crown. He bos passed away howem from all 
his earthly greatness, thus proving the reality of experience ; that Kings a* 
well as subjects must die, and be accountable to a higher power, at the bar 
of an awful tribunal, fur all their actions. 

Recent as the event hasbeen— and while the public mind slill sympathises 
with bi5i meraorj-, I shall not pause to paint a lirieary sketch of his lile, lest 
1 miglit do unihtenlional injustice 1o bis character ; and us I feel disinclined 
to eulogise his Virtues, I shall not amplify on hi& vices, weukiief^ses, und 
extravagaQCies, however extensive may be the field of criticism ; but permit 
them to remain la their doimancyf till the Biographer and Historian shall 
awake them Into subiunaiy existence, emUaxoned with fame, or darkly 
dMdowed with infaiiiy, as his merit* or demerits as a Monarch and a moral 
^gent may Justly deserve* 

Note 8.— Page 36. 
** A time there teas, o f most severe correctmi, 
fVhen mere Hibernians met with no protection'-'' 
When o man hod been killed, and ibe accused paity pleaded that ha 
was an Iri$hman, the cose was brought to the iiksue, whether th« per&on so 
kiUed was of iWM or EngUth race. Sir JcJin Domes has quoted two La- 
tin records* By the first It appears that one fViUktm*, who had killed a 
man of the name <»f ils^, obtained bis quietiu, on proving that the said 
Roger, notwithstanding the English dress be russumed, beloaglogto the Irish 
Sept, or Tribe, surnamed I J fieri seals. The other record gives the in- 
stance of one Laurens, who was sentenced to be hanged, for killing (utl/red 
Dovedaf, who proved ( ii llie trial, to be of English race. Davies Hist. Col. 
p. Ill, 112. — The murder of a mere irishmaa, (as the Anglu-Suxuii termed 
him) Instead of a crime, was tadier consUored a virtue, by the colonists of 
ttA Pnle, ns It put a supposed enemy, though an Innocent, inoffensive na- 
tive, oat of the wi^* Thb general, habitual crlme> was the more culpably 
erimlnnl» when we recollect that these Uibmnu« outrageous deeds, were 
committed after the benefit of the English Civil Code bad been fre- 
quently sought for by the Irish cbieftuins bordering on the English P&le, 
and n", frequently promised them by several of the then regnnnt Saxon Kings. 
Tiia intentions of the £«glisb Kings may have, at times, been just and equi- 
181 1> 
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table ill iecuntmeuiliitg Ihe exten>)un ortheEngUth Lawtfomsb ttcfuimcj 
Ibeir prolifcltou^ eitber through motives of policy or personal safety j yet tho 
latHlab]««lameiiC7 of tht» Sovnaigii watalwajwcountencted bjr (he BWwieioiM 
duplieity of the Intquikras Govemon of the Pale* that the Irlih people might 
still be considered tis enemieif and consequeot^ fit objectf ibr hoetilUj, 
rapine* and foliation. 

Note 9. - Part: 36. 
*« To them the lo9s of life u:as life to others, 
And sons tleiv tires— und brethren butchered brothers.** 
Motrlson acciuuinta us, that LoidMonntJoy never received any to mercy 
hut aoch as had shed the blood of their fellow*rebeIs. Nnmeraus instsnoes 
of nonalural murders were authorised and coontenanced at all times by the 
Kngli&h Deputies, who felt a savage pleasure in the exercis? of tbeir bloody 
innuence, thai imposed on the uiifortutittte natives the cruel necessity of 
shedding kindred blooU either for favour or personal safety,— Morris* IlisU 
ful. p. 120. 

To bold out temptations to cupidity, avarice, or ambition, a law was passed 
vliich secured iriierttaiice to the son for tho mumlM of his father, the Nephew, 
for slaying his Uncle— ttie younger bfo(her»the sentor, or ooejelathe 
of whatsoever degree of consangninlty, the properly and estates of their 
butchered victims: abloody code such as Draco never in crnelty bad con- 
celvedi and such as the annals of tlie most haTbarous nations cannot purallel ! 

Note 10.— Paob36. 
" ffkenhish Chief* through honour martyred life," 
To ennmerate a portion of the martyrs who became the dupes of perfi- 
*licus treachery, and their own honourable credulity and confidence in false 
fuith, would more require a folio volume than the brevity of a note. It was 
a commuu practice of the English Deputies tu hold treaties with the Irish 
Princes, and seal them with tim Mood of thehr unsnspecting vlctiins. For 
the same purpose, the laws of hospitality were vitdated at public feasts^wheio 
the royal or wAAa gnest (and frequently guests) hecaoHS the sacrifice of his 
inhuman entertaiiMr. As to indiscriminate maipacreiii such as those of 
MulloghmMiaH) Island Magee, Smerwich, and 'a thousand others, perpe- 
trated by or countenanced hy the Lords Deputy, it would be tedious and 
unnecessary to ror-!pitulute them. Enough nre stnte l by the Historian to 
satisfy every unbiashed reader, that a riG:id system oi peienniai cruelty wa^ 
practised and acted upou by the Coioiuui (Jovernment, /or the roost barba- 
roos boUtcs. * 

NoTB I].— Paoe 36. 

« Doomed like Erostratue to danviing fame,'* 

Incapable of producing any uoble effort of genius to immortalize his 
name, Bro§tratus burned the Temple of Dianai at Ephesus, on the birtiip 
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iMi^t of Akwndtff UwGf«tt, MIm might, M teast,. 1m aatmad Iberebgr tos 
•twtl JnfMiyf wblofa lie hm IgoMiinioiidy obtaioei. . . 

Nove 12.~-Pacg 36. 

« — ■ . ffiai NaUvth 

f^eA /bm/hm thee reeeivediUimimfion,** 

**lti» uniTenally jntDittedi timt in eatly ages. Inland me the gnat 
mart of literature for Eurupe. Spietuer etCimiis (bat the Irish bad tbe itt^ 
of letters long before Englaiul ; anf! tbfit OswalJ, a S;ixon Kinp;, applied to 
Ireland for learned men to instruct Lis pt-onle in the principles of Chrfsff- 
antty. Camdm «!nys, it abounded wilh men of j,'enius un'l erudition, when 
learning was trampled on in every other quarter of tbe Globe. Irish Monks 
ware the fiMnden of tlie moit Mlebnled al»b«ys and mopaftlarfai lift ftknt€, 
VuAy, Switzerland, f he Low C^trlea, and England. The' Younger ScaUget 
writes, that sioo yeaii befcmr the age of Charlemagne the whole body of the 
iearned were of Ireland. The Great Alfred also brought professors from 
lliis feat of science to his college of Oxford."— Lcu /fii-' Compcncl. p. 23. 

There is no fart in histon.- wliicli may not be disputed, if wc «^hall hesi- 
tate to give credit to tbe imposing testimonies in favour of our ancient lite- 
rature. Bedet Veher, Camden, abound wtflk evidences iu support of tbe 
titemiy fame of Irelasd. CaaMleHy apeailing of 4miI^i», who flottrbbed in 
tbe toith cent wy, tbM wiritea ll# wi* «tiit Into IMand for hli edi|ca> 
tien : he wmtlMfhei toeourt Ike Mum in a landi far>*famed for adBlfahlo 
wisdom ; whMuse our English anceatmt appeared "to have borrowed their 
alphabet, as Ibey formerly nsed the same which is employed to Ihisdny in 
Ireland ; so that that rerio'Tned country was adorned with the splendour of 
genius in those agesi wiaen tlie rest of the Cbriitiaa Wocki lay immured in 
deiloiets.'* 

NosB la^pAonSd. ■ 

" So that in Saracenic JUtmt* mighi ptri^ 
All that Nebiliiy so loved to cherish'** 
Tbe Caliph Omar, actuated by Mahometan super^litntion, is said to 
buvt; consi^ed the splendid Alexandrian Library to devouring flames, con- 
sidering the treasures of science and philosophy contained therein as useless, 
inasmuch as it was his absurd belief, that all useful knowledge wascontain- 
tA in the JCsnm. Not so, nor were the uotiTea similar, that Indpced the 
1^0 CdloDlsts In the Blliabefbeaii Age to coUect, with persevering indnir 
Uft our Utf rary end hlstt^ea! manoseriptSf and commit them to the fuiy 
of the devouring element, thus to destroy, if possible, tbe records of oar 
glory, and the archives of nntionnl honour. This was exercising a merciless 
enmity towards a nation lliat possessed an accredited right to ancient learn- 
ing, beyond what licitain could boast by many centuries } yet those nefarious 
daeda were not only cruelly bat ungi^atefnlly perpetrated towaipds an Indul- 
gent conntiy, whleh bad endeavoured to enlighten and olTllisa nankbid. 
That tbe AiexandflaBLibravf wasonly partly dcitnjedf it nioitcefftain;th« 
(213) Z B 
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boob Md ttanaseripU having been carried away, anddismniaftted throogB- 
oat the ebief citlci of (he Saneen Enpiief a drcmnitance vliieli fta rittM 
the tnie eaoio of the floncMilag ttateof MahooMSltii laetnlng aoon tilery 

through the elements of learning T^hich the destinies of war had placed hi 
the bands of tbo Snrncpn people, hy which they so emincnth' prnfifcd ; nor 
were thelri^h MSS. in a great measure^ otherwise tban nominally burned. 
Tbe fact is nuw fully pro?ed by the Tast collections of Irish manuscript* 
deposited in the great public and collegiate Libraries of England } that they 
fouDd their way thlfher is a secret in«nnei;» from a belief, on the part of 
tbe coUeetocii that thej w«e too valuable, as hbtorlcel monumentiy to be 
entirely destroyed, though they bed pirated them fioB the only people who 
were capable of understendblg their contents, orof raadering tbem useful to 
tbe learned world. They now remain n dead letter on the shelves of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge Libruries, and m»nj others; so that if they were nut 
ae/«a//y committed to tbo flames, they may be said to have been virlually 
de6troyed| as most of them would be us ciillicull lo decipher* to the Irish 
leholafs of tbe pment day, ai the Hieroglyphics of Egypt are to the Antl- 
inirian Uognistf 

Non ]4,— PAonStf. 
JndtMmt/vui ewM g^M 

0*Connor lay*, ** we cannot e»old lamenttag, with IK £f imA abd othoi, 

the fatal i>oIicy oflbe Gi^iA, who, until the reign of James T. took all 
possible pains lo destroy our old writing, us Ihey did those of Scotland, in 
the reign of Ed'TfrJ I. Tbey conrpived that the perusal of SQch works 
kindled tbe natives to rebellion, from renunJing them of tbe power and in- 
^ dependence of their ancestors. This, be adds, was no groundless idea; yet 
loannothttt <ibferve, with the learned Sir J.Daviesitbathad thi<( people lieen 
granted tbe benefltof (be English laws, it would bare gone infinitely farther 
towards the securing of their obedience, than tbe destruction of all tbe books 
and laws ever published in tbiskingdom.''—O*C0Mor'«2>iVfe}'f.j9. 139,140. 

To this article he subjoins the following appropriate note, cited from 
Davies* Hist. Rclaf. p. 23. " Tins, then, 1 ob?ervt» as a great defect in tba 
civil policy of this kingdom, in that (or the space of 3J0 years, nt least, 
after the com^ucst Ur^t altemptcd, tiie English laws were not communi* 
caled to the Irish, nor were tbe benefit and protection of tbem allowed to 
then, atthougb tbey earnestly desired and sought the same $ for es long as 
they were out of tbe proteeCion of the law, every Engllshinan migbtoppress, 
spoil, and kill th€m, wttboot controulment. Bat was It possible that they 
should be other than outlaws nr) ! f>ncmies to the crown of England ? If the 
British Monarch wouW not imu them to the con('ition of subject?, how 
could tbey iearo to acknowledge and obey bim as their Sovereign ? In fact, 
t2l4) . . 
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tfaeinipiiiilty on one Me, and oppression on the other, during so many aget, 
«an baldly be pMallelad In any other libloiy : and thb ^alMt a nattom tbaft 
wlilchy no otber nnder tha mm, a ihe mm* n w rf y milMi^, above-eltedj 

Jtuikf rem tfrA-fi.lofed equal and indifferent justice better ; or rested mwo 

satisfied with the execution (hereof, although it were ngiiinst themselves.*' 
Ilcrrit is relevant lo observe, that though King John, as Liege Lord of 
Irt 1?!!. 1, hikI his 6on Henry III., bolh extended the protection of the English 
laws to tills country — lijeir corrupt Deputies took especiulcure tu neutralize 
their eflbetf for aoidld purposes. 



NOTES TO CANTO L-THB INVASION. 



NoTa 1.- Paqb 50, 

it , _/fr5f be^an 

Our nation's slanderers, basely to abuse 
The lyric Island of the IVesierii Muse." 
Gerutd Bang, latlnlied CMrmtiB, the preceptor of .^aAMiand MMiktw 
Parit, were the eazlieat8landem% who fBund it aeoordant witb their Inters 
eats to defame our eountiy. Their evil example waaeloiriy imitated by their 
▼enal followers, who found it consistent witb their interest to vilify Ireland, 
in all works relating to this country, from that period down to the Quixotic, 
national apus^t ales, Sir Richard Musgrooe, and Dr. I^edwicb^ the modern 
.Pyrrhonic AuUiiuary. 

To tpeaic of Irish glory or greatness, was next to high treason against the 
State ; and had not truth been stronger than falsehood, and historical fare* 
city superior to ftetloOftboae libellen would Into rendered her eoatemptlblo 
ns a nation \ but as clouds cannot always obscure tlw son, neither could the 
hirelings of Britain disguise the light-shedding countenance of bistoric 
Truth. Our Island is still shrouded with all her literary honours ; her anci- 
ent antiquity aud high renown are aduiitteU by all the l^uropeun nations, 
and even by the learned sons of Britnin themselves, who now find it useless 
to oppose popular belief, or think to impriiiun the light in the flimsy cobwetw 
of faiiey'a creation. The bright sun that lUumtaated the gloom of tho> 
dark agaa tfaroufghoat Weatcni Burope, has left so much of its lingering 
brillianey bebiod^ that the nation, from which ft emaoaled, shall iierer bo> 
forgotten, or eclipsed with political obloquy. . 

NoTB 3.— Page 52. 
Tnstructioti's Mislresa, and the Sarmi School.** 
Wiien learning and religion were expelled from the notions of the Continent^ 
by Gothic barbarity and Vandal fury, they and th«ir disciples found safu 
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patnat tmd « holf nnetiMxy ia our leel udail bkad« Saxw J^iimn AmAlk 

sever forget tba untlUcbargeablu debt she oves this country for faer own 
rivilizatiooy anJ tlie ecUication uf ber illiterate cbiidren. Here an 
AUreil taiigbt th« Art of Government anil the use of thp Lrre ; and bora 
vim ibe College^ nut only of all tbe Siixon youtb, but ibusu uf the conti- 
neatal nation^ where they received, gratuitoi^&Iy, boards books, and educa- 
tion } oaJ* ffoiD Um gioat ttomVor of Sakoh gtudonl* wbo ilodicd boroi tho 
•xtoniivo School of Connftyght wm called « Jftfyo of tha Saam9J*-^9it» 
O* (^KMrU Dimrf» 0*Baamm, ^ 

NoTB. 9,— Paob 53. 
<* 7^#» AiMMmjmf <SWr mSndtmtd kmharwu mmment 
Bif ChrittUm DoHon, bearing G^^l hmmef*** 

The Britons boast of having received CbrislianKy throagh tto penottol 
preaching of St- Paul and Joseph of Arimathea, about the year : thcj 
boast also of a King Lucius, during tbe period of Romnn Britairr, about the 
yerir 181, i^hen that province of the Empire could have no Kings of its 
own. Augustine, tbe Le&s, arnvud, with h'a pompoui train, as ihe deputed 
MilstonuTof Roine^lii597, wbeo, at the Britbb bittoriaoi acknowledge, 
the Cbrblian Goq>el iraa gamaXtf received, and Aoguittne became the 
ApoHle of Jbt^l»>MtiUim, Very iogenkMitM^ do modero vrilen cooeeal 
the fact, wbieh their own, first Church Historiiyi ao oandidly admits, that 
the earliest preachers of tlie Christian dispensation were tbe Irish Clergy, 
subsffjuent to the time ol St, Patrick, who not only were invited thither, 
but Mjl intarily dispersed thpmtielves o?er tbe counlry, wlun^ tUey founded 
luuny churches and scat& ul i^urouig j but inasmucli us the iri^ Clergy did 
not then eonftum to the Roman Liturgy, hot otwened .the Ailnttc eetavo* 
»ial fomwi AngttiUno and hia foUoifeia woiiM not recognise their diaciplet 
«• regular Chtiiliaiii \ nor would thef eit at the nma tabia vlth them, or 
lioldaiiy religious or social intercourse wilbtheM. So noeh for the jea- 
lous fmcen inncy of the Roman See ut tbe COOUneiieeine^t of IhO MMnlh 
century.— i^dr'^ Ckureh Uisi, Hapin, 3) e. 

Note 4.— Pagk 05. 
" Honour iudigenotu our Sires jHtssessed, 

. All our SeMchtea and HMoriaas agree* that ebtvalroua Honour in tUa 
eonnta7> in former times wai eairied toan exalted pitch of reflnemont, A 
lenio of popular nndaoelal honour pervaded all ranks, from the Ard-Righmt 

Monarcbj to the common herdsman } but the military vow of the Equeso 
trian Order will best exemplify the fact. The order of Knighthood here, (the 
antiquity of which. History can scarcely penetrr*,'*-) was usually conferred 
[ oil princes at the age of seven : those, iiuwever, wuo sought to be odmilted 
aaaemhen iBV> eoy ttus great natioiial Orders^ of wlucb there was on* 
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j>eculiar to vnch province, were obliged to undergo several years of rigid 
discipline before Ibey were (jualified to obtain degrees, and u GoLl Cultar ; 
tbe age of admission was eighteen, when the newljr>created Knigbt took a 
iglemii ivw, of whieli ih^ precte form li not on record i bat amy be fatdy 
collected from Ibe penonal erowak of different Knight* on tbe field of 
buttle. The oatb taken by the Roldlery may convey a just Idea of the fovi 
of the Knights. The soldier bound himself, on pain of death, not to eomoiit 
violence on woman, but to defend the sex to the utmost of their povrer— to 
relieve the poor, Iho distressed, and those labonring under oppression, to the 
last extreme— ntfver lo retire, much less to flee from duly, Uio' altaclied by 
nine men of wbatsotm eomitry* The tmii of the Knight may be supposed 
to be nearly slmilttTi villi certein moMeatiaatr aneb at <* nefir to attack 
aa enemy by night, by Murpitoe* or under nay Und of dimdfantage." A 
voir wbteb scarcely ever was known to be violated while Ireland «ai an 
independent nation.** O'AiUt JUki*p* 4a* Du6. £d» $00. 

NOTBtf.*-PAOSM, 

«< Henry ^ WMetUtf M fvad ^WmtaiU** 
An old Saxon term for a wine-bowly mixed witb the infusion of cakes 
and white brend, was Wassail or fVassil, much used by the Mooluof iS#» 
Aibttu%^h\ elsewhere. Jiaiiejf,in voee, fVauei. 

Note C— P^oe 58. 
" As havoc feasttd on UliUia'i shore.'* 
VIlagh,cn VUadh, latinised Vltonia, the principality of Dunletry, now 
the county of Down, was wrested from the rightl'ul Dynast by John De 
Courcey, who was after wards surnamed £arl of Ulster. This district of the 
Northerfi i'rovioce was thus partially conquered In the reign of the leeond 
Heniy, but ma after xeclaimed by the Norlbera cbteftaint.— CVm^A**^' 
Maad, vef* 1, p» 

Nora T.— Paoe 54. 

<* J}id hbod^-handed vengeance did not ipofe 

I'tijust assailants." 

Cathnl, the blood //-handed, King of CojornrfrJify or .■llnccmn , w»i?a tprrihts 
scourgeof the English S.ixoti?, who, hnJ n!i!y (eil Uy odier 

nutiveptiaces, would not have left an Engu^h enemy in liie wiiule country. 

Note 8.~-Paoe 50. 
" yiscamc Vomoria^ s less ignobh- race," 
The term Fomorians is here applied to llie Noithvru Nations — Danes 
and Norwegians ; but has often created a confusion among historians, from 
the suppodUoa that they wore a peculiar people. This bowem was not tiw 
case» OS the name applied to any transmarine people, who came bithcf aa 
settlers or ioTaden before the Eaglbb InTasions. The flitt fordgnert, to 
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whom the name upplied, appear to have been tht* I'h'pnician tmders and 
uJvenlurers, who not only carried on an extensive coinnoerce witl» lh« 
natives, but aUo succeeded by force of arais lo muke tetllements on dil- 
lereut purls of Ibd coasts.— O'/Zifi/. O'Con, Keaiiug, Comer/vrd* 

Noi t U.— Paoi. 66. 
** lyteji/ ruled with terror, ami reduced the Fale, 
To pay for cruelty, black tribute, MaiL** 

From the ilajs of ilichnrd ii. to Ibe lerminaliou of the reign of Henry 
VI. the Irteb princes obli^ Ut« coIooiaU of ihii Pale» to pay an eoooal 
irlbats for peiwmal safely. H'GHtbj owl Mac ICurchad in the nutli, and 
0<NelU In tbo aortb, iravs nHoiv tho at»rn esadorioT thatgalliog price of 
peace fornativo fovbeaianoe. Lawittt-^ ComjHMd. InU.^ 131-142. 

Nora 10. -Pion09. 

** We And, tajsCowfeMf and othan, at this period a notable foslanco of 
the barbaroos poltey* by which Ireland was pursued by the ttster country." 

An act wan parsed by thO English Legislature, that all Uiose Irishmen who 
wan Jcre l from their own country, in search of that protection which was 
denied Ihem in their native land, should immediately depart tlie English 
territory; and this infamuus and in!io>i)i(;ible statute wus not only directed 
against ibe poorest uad the meune^it of tiie Iriiih, but aL»o the Irish students 
were oontunetioudy excluded from the British Ions of Goorti letttho Eof- 
IJsb people should be Infected with the barbarous principles of the wild and 
Inhospitable Irish. 

This law was the more nggraratin^ in its contieqaeDeesi as a previous law 
\rns passed in the 11th of Henry IV. by which Irishmen were forbidden to 
depart the venim without civil licence, under the great seal of colonial 
Ireland. It also enucteil, tbitt the person nnd goods of an Irishman, at- 
tempting to traniiport hiu&t^lf without sucIj licence, might be seized by uny 
subject, who should receive one moiety of the goods, for sucli service { 
the other half to be forfeUed to the Klx^, At tlib unfortunate period the 
natlm would neither be received as subjects, nor suffered to leare tbe coon* 
try, where perpetual persecution awaited tben.— 7«es^'« Mitt, InUaid* 

NoTBll.— PAonlO. 
<' Haddwiniied/rom a prwiaet «s a C9vnl^»" 

The Eagllsb Pale, which, soon after the Invasion, eztended over a eon- 
•Iderable part of the south, and south-east of thiff Island, had eo gfootly 

contracted its limits, by tbe cruelty of the colonists, and the indignant hos- 
tility of ibo natives, thutit included little morn tiian the county of Dublin 
in the reiijn of lidward IV. In ufter time.?, till the accession of James I, 
it extended over tbe four counties of Dublio, KUdorei Mvath and Louth. 
(818) 
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O'Connor IMilgVBfniMj comprehtiided flmt portion of tbe loiitli- 

eastof Ireland, which lay east of a liae drawn from Cariingrord Bay to 
Dnn?rirvQn ; yet tbis, however, it mttch more of territory tban ii unmliy 
conceded by other historians. 

Note 12.— Page 7.*?. 
Deprived her of the gallant (icraMin^s,** 
Tbe Earl of KilJare, when Lord Deputj, was sufjinioiied over by Henry 
Vtfl. for Mine alleged irregularities, and imprisoned In the Tower ; end « 
iqiori bevlngqpreed airoed, that Be m pof to deetbi hie ion. Lord Tbomeff 
• yontb of about twenty» bsTlogbeen leftet tbe beed of the gufemment 
during his father's absence, flew to arms against the Bngltsb» without pro- 
dently enquiring into the fuct. Ilis rebellion wns «oon suppressed, when 
be and all tlie distinptti^ht'd members of liis house were arres'ed riml sent 
over to England, and ibere put to dratii. Five of liis uncles were suHerers, 
though three ol them were perk-ctiy innocent of Ibe cliargu for which 
tbey suffered. Hie father died of e broken beert, through the ealenltfetf 
hionght on hii family by thir IneontUenito Intemperance of e belofed> vn* 
fovtunnto son.» TSng^^OwQ^Omf— Z«AM<f • 

• NoVK 19.>-Pao8 74. 
" Tbe Hie euggeHien* cf « SomereeL" 
It It recorded that -Ihe Earl of Ormond, with sixteen of hU followers, 

wns i>oi?one(1 at i\ fea^*, in Ely Ilotise; and that the nmrderous instruments 
of this bloody treachery were the devoted friends of the English interest. 
Lawless' a Compend. ji. 19S. 

Note 13.— Pace 74. 
" T/ic uniimelif fate of duped, deceived 0*3Iore.** 
The protector Somerset having sent a strong body of horse and foot into 
this country to propagate tbe principles of the Reformation by force of arm% 
The BrltUtb forces, under Belllngton» were soon opposed by 0*Mer9 of 
Leuf, and O'CtoiiiMr of f^^afy with some success. These Chieftains how 
ever were induced by specious promises and faith solemnly pledged, to 
surrender, nnd trust to the royal clemency, lavishly tendered to them, 
and cnlculated to inspire hopes of future fnvour and civil distinction. The 
Irish Chieftains however had no sooner nrrived in England, Uuin they were 
committed to prison — their lands declared forfeited— and granted to those 
very men who had so Infamously violated their words. O'More died in 
captivity, by treacheiy or foreot while Bellinghan reduced the territories of 
those devoted Irikhmen to reluctant subjection. 



NOTES TO CANTO II.— THE REFOBMATION. 



*< They tffAo hoM tee» ike picluret of Ji^trutt 
Sktteked hsf the ugemU ^inhumm Bn^ 

Tbm laluiimji* wd iMosiiMii bvlMrity piMliledM m tniioceBt faoptB^ 

Uiroiigli the influence and direction of Queen EUzabelb, by her fanatical 
end blood-thirsty agents, exceeded in extent — cruelty, and sarnge injustice, 
tile foulest and darkest deeds, ever perpetmted by the wont of heiirfless 
lyrunls. Much of the crime* of Eugli&li ilevastntioii aiul |)prfi )y shadows 
ttio blushing pages of btittory j yet still more reroaias, unuia:£uned in tiie 
^olqun of Infamy, whieh tins and ingtituotw truth will jetaipoae to the 
diiftppiovia^ watU. 9mke*» Dmimtmmt or HMoij of tfao Doiriateui 
Ofdcr in trdandj a Latin worV* still v«Ucd fnm mew Bngtith Readan, by 
the langaafe In which it is written^ ezposei many thameful acts of English 
persecution, executed in per5dious wantonness on the Irish Clergy: to 
quote from the boolc would require extensive limit'^ and far beyond the necfs- 
5!irily contr;)cte<i space of uiinotalioiis. The learned ileaJer, tb.erefori', 
referred to that juteresiing work, as well as the AU>e Geoghegan/s (I rcQcb) 
HUiorjf^ irekaidf '0*€^im$r*e (Irish) MS. Aiuutlg o( Quee»-£Kza6eth ; 
T(Hi^*» In^mHtU HSHorg f ArckibUPs MomuHcen ; and LanigaH*» 
HitUrg ef (he huh Church ; from which a' host of damning faefs might 
he axtracled to swell the pages of Etitaheth's blood-stained Annals. 

A few of tfao melancholy doings of those frightful and borrifjrtng timet 

must servo n specimen. 

In a niemoriul presented to Her ^Tnje?ty ( Elizabeth ) und couucil by au 
officer who had served several years in her army in Ireland, after complain- 
ing of the bad faith observed by the Eng^lish and the insecurity of the 
' natives after obtaining pardon for acts of defensive hostility^ addb that 
without crime, and without legal trial many were condemned and executed 
to the great dishonour of her M^i^yi and discredit of her laws.— Jf5. 
hisA Chronicle in Trinity College, Dublin. 

In the yenr l.is:^, the Spanivh Garrison of Smerwick, in Kerry, surren- 
dered, upon conditions of mercy to the Lord Deputy Grey, who ordered 
700 of them (some sny 1 100) to he put to the sword or banged, alter they 
had surrendered up Iheir arois. This inhumau service was performed by a 
body of soIdteiB under the famous« but ill-fated Sir fFoHer Bakigh, who for 
1hl% and other ouelly ellelent barbarities In the South end West, neelfed» 
says Carte, In hli life of OimOD^t 40,000 acns of Land in the Couily of 
(220) 
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Co«k,wiMilM«ANirnditoldtoRtehMd» tnlfitrlof C«rfc» Spcnot^ 
'ttM pd«^ wbo ««et»t«3r to Lofd Deputy Gfi!jt» prtMiite a frightful 
pfctoMoftbe Soulb of Iralaiid doviog Gxi^*» Adttinfitrstloil, bimself an 
eye wilDcmor Ui« borrid spectacles bedeliaattes, too distressing and sbock- 
inp: for Flt'H lt^rs of Uelicate minds to peruse, witbout pnyint? tbe trlbut* nf n 
flood of leiiriul sensibility to human effliclion. Indeed »o many cointiLaints 
bad been made to ibe Queen, of tbe tyrunaous crui'ilty uf ber mercilest 
Deputy, tbat it was perinfully true> ** be bad left little tat her Majestj^ t» 
ffclgnofer In Irel«flKl betid— datt aBd-a<iiei nringlMl mixk dead eutumtl** 
—tel. ma. ^ hettrnd V^U iLp, MT. 

About tbe lame 1liBe» Walter DevereaSt Bart of Bmok, mi the «oo» 
^luakmofa peace in IheNortb, invited Brimn Q*NeiUof Clanhnyy tog:ethef 
with a prrpat number of his rf!ntior = , to nn pnlertniunjent, where Ibey lived 
togi'tli -r in great barnnony, makmu ^iv\}. cheer for three days and nights j 
when, on a sudden, O'Neill wiis arrested, with his wife nnd brother, by 
order of Essex hiis entertainer. His friends were nil put to the sword be* 
forehlefeee,iMir«afe the women and cMMrea spared ; yet be, wttbhfebiether 
and wife> was reserved for a more emel tate--i>thqr were sent to DuUiii^ 
add there cut In quarters ! No doubt to aarasft the Lord Depu^f !— MS* 
Iriih CAran, TWit* Cbl. JM. 

Some years before, (about the year 157T.) the equally treacheroas and" 
murderous mnsvncre of the O'Mores and O'Connors took pJnce nt Mul- 
laghmaston, where several hundreds of the peaceable and well affected 
inbubitants of Kiog and Queen^s County were butchered ki cold blood. — 
O'Clmnar't US. Amnah ofBH^tk. 

EUxabeth might eorteetiy quote Uie words of Auo to TUertta and 
apply fliem as she did to heraelf aad her marcliais mlem here : " YoUf yoa 
it ist tbat are In fatilt^ whe have commttted your flocks not to shepiwide 
but to wolres !" - It Is strangely coincidental that some of the BMSt distin* 
goubed enemies offrelnnd shnrpd n similar fatp, it it bnd been so ordained, 
by retributive Justice, usa punishment for their crimes : Lord f>Ponard Grey, 
Sir Waiter Ruieigb, tbe Earl of Essex, and Lord Straflard, v i e nil 1 eheitded. 

As a proof of tbe perfidious fiitth of Queen Eliutbeih, the loUoi^ii^ 
instance of her trsoeheroas duplicity is quoted fsom Butke^ J&bwndm 

«ln the year IMt, Elteabeth pubHihed an Bdict, by which she sup- 
pressed all tbe remntning Mmattle Institution^, in Ireland, and confiscated 

the lands attached to them. The Monks of St. Ili n- (Met, and those of St, 
Bernard, together witii all other?* througbnnt 'Axt K i nE^Jom, prE^^pntni! n 
petition to ber Majesty, praying, in the most humijle and n -pectlui manner, 
for a safe conYeyance to some part of tbe continent of Europe ; the prayer 
of which petUionsbeaBeat willingly complied with $ and Immediately Usued 
c«d«rs to the obnoviotu bfotherbood, that they ahottid awetbte on « 
(221) 2 F 
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partieulnr day in ttw Island of Scatteiy, lA the Shannon 30 «1|m from Lin*' 

rick. Tbitber accordingly resorted, from all parUof the country, about400 
Monk«!, wifbTwo Fathers of tbe Irish Ciiurcl!, nnd Seven Friars from th» 
Abbey; ot Limerick and Killaloe, to act as agents foe tbein> with some 
of the foreign Catholic Princes. 

A large ship of war was prepared for the occasion, the imjDliiiitujr Eifltt 
want onboaid, Mt nil, and mod beheld, for the lait Une» the receding ihorts 
of (heir oativo land. 'But no soooer had ih^ reached the Oceaa» than hy 
a private order from (he Queen, they were all east into the sea ! 

The Captain, Sailors, anil SoIc!iers (Marines) belonging to the vessel, 
were, on Iheirretnrn, innneUitilelj thrown into prison, that the world might 
imagine her Mnjesty innocent ol coMiiivinji^ nt the horrid deed ; jet nollong 
aftor* these inhuman agents oi her murderous cruelty, were all released, und 
raoompenaed for their harbaioiu eerricaey and for faithfully preserving 
Mcrecyof the Queen's tigttitice« with • portion of the posfesuom of thoie 
Abbeys that bad been so lecrii^slottily conflieated I" 

The Act of Uni/brmity, paiied In the first jtut of Eliiabefb'a reign, but 
not put in force till the second, was unjustly oppressive, as it affecteJ this 
country, wbrrt* nlmost tbe enlirebn iy of the people were Roman Catholics ; 
and though ibis har&bly penal luw wns ncwv re-enncted by tbe Irish parlia- 
ment to bring it into coercive operation in Ireland; and notwilbslanding 
the nnchristian intentions of her Miyesty towards the people of Ireland ; 
this act of religious tyranny was never folly carried into practice till after 
lha accesrion 4>f James 1. Tet wa should not withhold from tho fanaticalj 
persecuting Princess, who first ordered tbe introduction of a law so marked 
with religious injustice, tbe demerits of tbe unholy deed, that proved tbe 
fatal precursor of all the penal lawa wacted against Irish Catiiolici^ tat 
nearly 300 years. 

liy thii Act, sajs Curry, all Iluamn CMtholics were obliged to assist at 
tlie Protestant Church-Service every Sunday aud Uoly-day, on the penalty 
of <N«iRr fMHcvt and of wliat» bideed> was faillnlldy mwe grievous, the ceii> 
suTfs of the Bcclcslastieal Courts, for every default; a method of proceedhtg 
very locoadsteat with the fundamental principles of that religion, wUcb 
this 'Act was intended to introduce -freedom of conscience, and the right 
of private judgment ! Dr. HeyltH has justly observed another absurdity in 
tbisstatute. " The Irish," says he, *' were obliged, under severe penalli(";, 
1o be present nt the reading of the English Liturgy, whi( h ihpy under^tuoi 
no more than they did the Mass ; by which means they were nut oaiy kept 
in continual ignorooco, as to the doctrines and detotfams of the C^Huch of 
Bngland, but weto ako furnUied with an oxcellant mgnment agabiBt 
themselves for having tho Divine Service eolebrated in such a language, 
as tbe peopio did not onderstand."" Cimnr's KtU Beo, 4ISk 37. 

A still greater ahsurdliy may bo instanced- to the proselyting ttaoos of 
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Elisabeth: « Ve had £DgUsh BlU«t und IriA Mintotort; but www 
tove Mintoten out of fingUmd* Mth UUb Bibles !»— TMre »/ CnUnU* 
atui Protettani KeUgioM, . 

In the reign of James 1. it vras ordered, by Royal autborily, tbat th« 

Bible an I Common Prayer shoiilJ be tninslHted iuto Irish, which according- 
ly was done ; and every I'nrish Church wfi% churned with ten shtlliiigt for 
an Iri&b Bible, wben not one araong u buoiired could read or understood it. 
TbU ridicelotts circumstance excited tbe laughter of a Protestant liisbop, 
when be obaerved the inconsistencies practised to propagate the new Reli- 
gion bj such mjstleal means. At thto time» most of tbe chnreh-llTlngi^ In 
Ireland, were bestowed on English and Scottish Mlnl8teis« not one of then 
hnTlng three words of tbe Irisb tongue ! — Ibid. p. 38. 

In spciikiriR of tim Acts of Elizubetb, we bare not ns yet charged her 
with utig^ratelul rrnelly towards Ireland ; yet we conceive tbat sucb will 
evidently appear wbeti we reciipitnlate the ill-timed services of Ibe Irish 
people to tbe Queen uf England in Muuntjoy'^i wars, und tlie unmerited 
retom subsequently made to them by tbat peifldioiis Prteeess* 

In the eleventh jrearof thefiist James's reign (1614) Penal Stalutesbebv 
rlgoroosly enforced, the Catbotie Memben of the Irish PsvUament bUtetijr 
complained of tbeir oppressive injustice, recounting past serviees, and ebio- 
nicies of blood, shed in the Engli<»h cause during tbe wars in Munaler; 
proring to demonslmlinn, thai the one-half of Mountjoy's forc*^'; wfre c^e- 
nuine Irisb soldiers, whose weapons bud been turned against their cuuntry- 
mcn, to evince tbeir allegiance lo tbe Queen ; and tbat they bad more tban 
divided tbe expenses of tbat war with her Majesty. One geolleman alone, 
worth about £300 a^year, bad expended in this aMmner 410»000. Tbe Iridi 
soldiers, on Ibis occasion, received lem pay tban the EngHdi ; stood tbo 
brunt of every action, and were subjected to bard service ; yet tbe terms on 
whicb tbe submitting Irisb were received to mercy were not calculated so 
much to reclaim tbem as <o cause them lo coutinuc drsperatply in action ; 
for besides the usual pledt^es of their wives and children, totrri li t with other 
hostages, a further proof of tbeir submission was required id the performance 
of some signal and bloody service on tbeir Innoeent countrymen. 

NoTB 8.— Paob ST. 

** To laws amenable — iojutitcrjvonc- — 
TkougU t<k U^ir pr^udice " 

We bare the authority of Sir John Duvies, Attorney* General to James 

I. tbat no people bavo a more reftned idea of Justice and equitable laws than 

tfao Irish, eeen tbe deeision should be to their prejudice. ' 

Note3.— Pa«;e S9. 
*< And here Chronology had noted down 
The Uiml maetere of the Meh ChwR." 

Our Senachies have registered ITl Kings of Itelaiid down to tbe Invfr> 

slon 'y 48 of whom wnia Christian Prlness^ 0'#IM«r«p'« Oeygi»» 
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British paraUtt fir HOgmtm geUU** 

It wn<: a common practice iritb the BritUh, and Engluh, to dUpose of 
Iheir cbiUlrei) as slaves, nod p-trticuliirly to Ihu frish. This traflic is alleged 
as u crime against tbe Irish purcli.isers, suflicient to bring down upon Ihem 
the heavy vengeance of Hear}' II • a fivcany pretext truly to couuteoauc» 
iovasive hostility i 

NocB jK— Paob 
** And Bom hwn wiiMts i9 4k9 t km uf ui 4rUiJ' 
Tbe Mteniible oatae « Boimn niMkiii into Britain m alleged by tli» 

English Hi&torian to have resulted frona the exhibition of Eaglitb children 
in tbe Iniperiul Slave-market ; who, having attcacted tbe attention of the 
Sorereign Ponlill', by Ihcir personal beauty, he enquired what nalion had 
given tbem birth ; and being answered that they were English, he replied, 
ttiay would iioi oniy be iLagii8h> but Angeb, if ibey were Clu'islians. From 
l^t UiM forwmtf tUl tlia fiilfilneiiA of hU Ittteollon, he resolved to send an 
ApoiloUeninlw ialo IBfitaiiK HeMis ttdniiled froofoltteinglorloii* 
pvftQtloe of tbo hettlfaes Britoii«» oven after tlw eon?aisi«D of Ireland up- 
watdi of 1110 years. So we find iliat ether aatk»»i aa well ai Ireland, were 
concerned ta tteiiinittQ, witbout Ua baiiagbean Inputed a erina againit 

tb«»l» >;.;ify7i. 

NoT£ 7.— Page 01. ; 
** Aa4 never i^t umoiAer NoHon known, , 
Soprattigat ^ ieing at our own*** ^ . . 

Peisonal Inaveiy and prodtgallly of life having alwaya baali 

gaily-admitted qualities of Irlahmea in eveiy part of tbe world> wbeva the 

attributes of Ireland and her sons are known ; and where, wo may ask, are 
they unrecognised ? For the habitable Globe ha.s been the nmple theatra 
of action lor Hibernian magnanimity! I'enal I>aws, more than a love of 
enterprise^ compelled lueiu to become adventurers, in disastrous times, to 
blazon the pages of history with berolc exploits. To otnr countrymen, de> 
feat was a moral death, wbicb tb^ nuich more dreaded (ban tbe hm of life ^ 
^Dd such was the cblvatroas ^rit of rrlshmeD, at all times, Aom tbe origin 
of our National Anna h, th.it conquest and death alwaytlMmediately suc- 
ceeded on the field of battle ; and tliere is but one tnitance recorded of an 
Irish Monarch who could sustain di f'^itt, ntu! yet survive Its ignominy J 
To quote instances of the unrivalled heroism of Irishmen, would be useless^ 
w bile volumes might be multiplied on the elevated subject. Tbe hUtory of 
Europe, in particular, can eschibft their leats of noble dating— deedaof*. 
apparently radi, yetauecenM enlerprlse^ia^Ioits ol dbiateiesfed boaowr> 
for tlm rewardof emp^g^iy— ipartifl achievemantsfortbevietor'aerawat 
under a thewwiid djjsQoncagilg ptiemtaKoei^ with dentb and honor looitii;!|^ 
(284) 
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tbeir intrepidity full the turn ; together with periloui undertakings of 
drend-defying hazard, midst scenes of cmmgfi, wben Ibe Itfavesi heart 
oigbt be supposed to shrink through ftiur* 

Motives for the hereditary inagoaniroiiy oi irishmen hare been assigned 
by Aotiqutirian Philosophers, v>bo have attributed tlieir courageous forti- 
Ittile to the MMtontyDruldlcal Faith of owr Pagao aneattor^ wliicii ftHptreil 
them wifb • oeoteaiiiit of death. V«t thew ua unsttbttantial raaaoM j lor 
Ihe-ClvtitlaD Iriibinaiif aetiaf under the diclateaand diiaiidliK) of trw 
Roligioo, does not appear leii brave, but equally prodigal of life, whan cotn- 
pured wi(!i hit Pagun forefathers, llh courHg^e, from what source soever 
derived, setms of iniligenou'? rhHrncter ; yet, if not the gift of the «oil, it 
has still, Rt ienst, preserved its excellence from degeneracy and decay; and 
though we have been enslaved, and have worn our chains, in pcnul 6ubjec« 
lion, flow for «w AimAwtf miji/ty-nhu t/t urt* our eBcmiea will not dare to 
9Kf, that oowardloa or want of oational brarary waa the inomoting came ! 

When tba puslUanlmoDS eenduet of King Jaotei turned the tide of ? ie- 
lory against him at the Boyne, the Iriih Laadeta^wbeo insulted by King 
William's Generals, aflertbe actioti, roiiruc:eou>,!y exchtlmed : " Exchaogu 
commanders ; and we will cheerfully figlitlhe baHle overiig«in." George 
the Secoftd, when Prince of Wnles, afturtbe fatal enpusj^emeiit id Fonfenoy, 
M'lilcl) he iuugiit and lost, through the deteriuined bruvcry of the Iri»h Bri- 
gade, cried out with bitter regret— <* Cuiiad be the lawi, that hare deprired 
me of Moh men I** AU nationt of the world have mere appreciated the 
•minent quallttoi odridieMii than that nation which baa known them heal 
in the nobility of their eheiaeter, und that owes theni the most gratitude ; 
hut it is our nature to be generoM to our enemlei, and fingetful of Wfoqgiy 
when the oausa ofeu^ving has ceased to operate. 

NoTxT.— Pabb 118. 

• 

** TkeirpArenzied zeal blazed mischievously /or, 
At length t to light the fiames of civil fVar ; 
IVhea Ireland saw two Creeds in opposition 
Driving their votaries onward to perdition.'* 
M'ith respect to the causes of the Rebellion of 1611, lljiougb the cnn- 
•icting testimonies of self-interested wrilrr^. tr^ili seems consj icuousiy 
clear. Tbe Puritan Histoiiuiis ol thoie ingiiiiul umes, Ibougii ailemptijig 
to disguise stubborn facts, and the itlmulatlng motirea for rebeUioo, are 
frequently obliged to acknowledge the vavacity of the defensire nati? ee, 
vhen leeounting acti of unprovoked aggreiiion> and to admits inferentlaltyr 
tboDeceMity of combloation among the children of tbe soil to repel insult, 
by re-acllre hostility. In the North of Ireland tbe shocking cruelties of 
Religious fanaticism first commenced, on tbe first of November 1641, by tho 
Y^-f — " Massacre of 3000 natives of tbe Aoman Catholic pei$4uuion in 
(225) 



fstand Mager, perpetnitcd under 1h« lAOftt aggnvvUng clicomteMc* in 
the shadowy glooroinen of tUent nigbt. To this secluded peninsula, near 
lb« Gnrrison of Carrlckfergus, (ben Ihe most strong Fortress in the North, 
grt'ut number? of the defenceless r)eic:hbourinp people rfsortetl, on tbe spread- 
jnf!f rumour of an Irish Rebellion, to jiltice tlipmselves unJer the militnry 
protection oi Colonel Cbichester and Sir Arthur Torriugbaiu. To thus 
lonely solitude the hapless fugitives badcarriedall Uwbr nombte eflbcUyas 
to a place ofperMnal securit j, under the deceitful confidence rashly pinecd 
in a aoldler*s Integrity and honour. Such of the obnoxloua nalifCs as took 
refuge in the town of Carriekfetgn^ were detained as prisoners, till Ibey 
finally aMtthatmorerlgid fate wbicb wus destined for tbem ; but u f^peedier, 
juimmfiry vfpp^eance nwuilt-il the devoted inlmbitunts nnd sojourners ot 
Island Ma^fH. HrPM'hiti^ nuirilcrous hrilr**!! nnd wriitlii'ul malice iiguinst 
popery, the Sakliers ot the Gnrciifon ut CHrridtfeigus, Scotcii Puntiins and 
Covennnters, sallied forth under cover of ibe night, and put to the sword, 
or u death more dreadful, every man, woman, and child, found on the Is* 
land ! Those who perished not by the hateful steel, were hurled down 4ho 
uwful promontory called the ^Wtu, to meet Instantaneous deatruetion on 
the rocks below : and since (Imt lUfHclful event, it is creditably reported, no 
Roman Catholic lias been svitTereil to ri'siii** on ibe l)lood-stiuned (mis- 
nam«'d) I<!hiri(l. At tliis lime, there were 4i), Uuu well-urmetl and well- 
disciplined ScoUi!>t) soldiers stationed in diiVerent parts of I'lster, who com- 
mitted barbarous cruellies on the innocent, inofiensive Cttthuiic iababitanls ; 
before native Indignation was driven to deeda of ntalintlve chastisement oa 
the common enemies of Ibeir rights, religion, and lives. It is matter of 
fact, that, till goaded to de^^ierutlon by merdlem fanatic^ Ihe nortbeni Irish 
chieftains not only observed a peaceable demeanour towuda the Scdttish 
soldiers inul settlers in Ulster, but protected all such, as well as the English 
Proteisttmls, often uiuier ditlicuU and deterring circtimstances, with true 
Christiun benevuknce, till the ungrateful injustice oi iheir protected ene- 
mies taught then) the inutility ol abused genero!>ily. The primary and 
political cause of the Rebellion was not qnly not of a rellglotts character, 
but the natural result of the iniquitous settlement of the UltonlanPfortnce 
with Scottish and Englidi adventuren^ througb the Jreudulent perfidy of 
James the First. By disgraceful and wicked means the aDClwlt possessor of 
bis native soil was, by State-chicanery, disinherited to make room for the 
Scottish CovenMtiter, and Enrrli^h Puritan, who detested Monaicby, wUIa 

tbey loved its ill-heslowcd favours. 

To enter upon u history of those lioies is very unnecessury in the com- 
pass of a uote. Too much bas already been written, at least on one side, 
of those bloody transactions of <one desolating year, and perhaps sufficiently 
enough on the contrary side : at this distance of time, we may censure or 
disapprove the doings of our misguided forefatbersy y^t, alai I we eanaoC 
(226) 



NOTES. 



rtuedy tbe migbty evib : blame Batorally atlaehet to tiw aggpeuorf and tbt 
■ggrened $ but In a mote egregious degree doet infamy fix its odium on tba 
rlitbless promoters of our civil dissension, and national calarafty. 

rh»ir]''s T. temporised with the frish Puritans ; nnd, to bis own undoing, 
deceived ihe boiiest Hnd over liberal Catholics: favours and indulgences wi-ra 
promised and bestowed when be required succours; and when these were 
recetted in frequent subsidies, his royal promise was eitber violated or neu* 
tralised by counteracting puritanic controL Jamee 1. Ingloriouly 
countenanced and even favoured tbe enemies of bis Hoose* wbo bad conspired 
against tbe lire of bis martyred mother ) sucb was tlie equally shameful 
conduct of Charles II. to those who, both here and in England, contributed 
1o the fatal end of his unfortunate father. As to the i/erot/ioit deeds of 
Cronnwell, in this country, tboy, in unpuralleled crtieHy, so far surpass all 
other deeds of brutul, blood-thirsty vengeance, that the horriiled mind 
revolts from tbe task of describing them 1 The picture is too appalling to 
contemplate : tbe scenes of bisbearttess inbomanlty are much too sbocking 
for mbal delineation ! Yet, of monumental destruction, enougb remains 
to furnlsb melancboly proofs of bis all-levelling fury and pitiless devastation t 

Indeed, it may be truly affirmed, that from the accession of Queen 
Klttabeth fill tbe terniinatiori of tbe reign of Queen Axne, more blood 
was she i for the sake of religion, and more injustice practised for the j iir- 
poses of sell-itilerest, than any nfilion bus recorded since Faith was first 
immolated, by the tyranny oi religious persecution ! 

Although tbe Puritans and Covenanters endeavoured to make it appear, 
that fbis Rebellion was actuated by Religious motives, the true cause, 
tbougb connected with Religlon« was purely of a poIiUcal nature. . The 

determined object of tbe Irish Government was to exterminate tbe old 
inhabitants, under the provisions of unjust laws. These intentions were 
but too fiimsily dispuised by the Anglo-Irish Governors, not to be seen thro' 
by the persecuted Catliolics, whose lives and projx'rties were at the mercy of 
fanatical rulers, who sought their destruction. The confederation of the 
Catbotic chiefs, at that period, was evidently for sdf-defence against tbe 
rigours of tyranny, and not directed against religion, as tbeir calumniatois 
bave falsely alleged. Lord CUinridwdt Dr. NakvHt and lord CIsrmullM, 
with many others, have repelled the unjust imputation. The Marquis of 
CInnrickard, writing to the Duke of Richmunti, January t-M), 1611, says, 
'* That all the Irish were generally discontented with those that managed 
tbealTairs of State there, whom they charged with secr'Mly jiraclising, both 
here and in England, before the commotion began, to raise parties and fac- 
tions to destroy tbeir religion; to divert and binder the K lug's graces 
Intended towards tbem : by those means to put them in deqwratlon, that 
Ibey might thereby forfeit their lives and fortunes } and since the distempers 
began, that they (the Lords Justices, Borlace and WutWf) had so di^ceed 
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«f ■ftli^ w ff tlw derign w«i tQ put tba wb«la epmitijlJi ydwHion" in^h 
l|it lettnr to the Klqg, bs obseiva, *< The rlgotur of Incensed force fulls In a 
manner equally, not only upon the capital offenders, and others lesscrimt- 
nal, but upon wpll-de^PT-vinfT servitors, natives of this kiogdoni» v^hich, in 
my opinion, will retard your service, and drire all to desperation.*' He 
concludes this lotter wilb an a5>>urance, tbnt the native servants of the Crowa 
" conceive themselves destiiied for destruction, let their endeavours be ever 
•o Iflfal." Dr* XabMh ■ noit et«dlt«ble authority, says, *' It !■ mott 
deot that the Lonb Jotttcei* PBitoni'aiid BoibMi, 4U» bj tatboritxt 
QomitaiMl mmjf things, vblcb did not only emfeinto* bat wndw flw Iritb 
desperate, as will appear by several of their own letters, and public acts of 
State: and that, in the first eruption of the Rebellion, they had agrentereye 
to the forfeitures of the rebels' p<!t!itp<;, than to «nch means, at Blighty 
by the hopes of pardoiiy indace the better sort to hear reason,'' (fee* 
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Note 1.— Page 125. 
♦* For this the mild preceptive Pastor perished.** 

Great iind destructive as the spirit of persecution was in the reign of 
El)7!f'.belh, it assumed Ji htill more inhumanly monstrous character in the 
reign of Anne, n biirotled Queen, who, wbenMj ing, left no child to shed a 
\ filial tear on the pillow that supported her head. In this unfortunate coun* 
try» she found readj instruoMnts in oar then comipt Pfriiament, to carry 
bar diabolical plans of estermloation into effect. They honoured and d^* 
nified the common Inforner for fats lordid and infamottt lenriceSf and our 
Legislittive Journals still bear proofs of the odious encouragMnent held 
forth to spies and informers, wherein it is stated—" That the prosecuting and 
infnrmintr )ip:ainst Papists is an honourable service to the Government of 
Irel iii l! ' Alas ! Irelnnil was hltle consulted or concerned in these bar- 
barous measuresi which the tools of persecution exercised against the pro* 
feasors of the Mcl«i faith of tlie country. Murder or banishment awaited 
the Catholie Clergy ; and, that both reU|^oaa and litaiaiy inttmction ml^t 
be exited fran the land* Che Teaelier wet pro«cribed» and rendered equally 
obaoziouf to fanatical exterminators. Barbarity was uaed, tlttt barbariam 
and ignorance oAight rnl^ with iron and leaden iceptte^ over tbia lewned 
Island. 
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Mou t^TAOB lis. 

9Fai 9abt€4 si 0 Mviat t9ittu ptiee,*' 
After the RefianMlfmiy wbUe woIvm Infested Iiel«tid« the price let <m 
the bead of a Priest and a wolf was the same, each being valued at £5 ; but 

in (he reign of Queen Anne, the valuation was raised : an ArciilMshop'<; or * 
Kistiop's head was estimuted ul £iO ; Ibat of u Regular or Secular Cierg^y- 
man, at £30 ; and of a T«acb&r> of any grade, at £10. it was also enacted 
bgr the 8tb of Anoe, that erery sbip-owner, and master, was obliged, unde^ 
% penatty of £30* to ship off to tho Vest Indies^ or any of the European 
ports, wilbottt her Mi^festy^ dontolons^ to the nvnber <rf five Reg alar or 
Secular ^riesto^ or Popish Sehoolnastef^ for whieh the ovner or master 
of sucb .«bip i-eceived tbe rewtird of £5, for tbe tran^rtatlOB of each 
Priest or Schoolmaster to the West Indies ; and £3 for conrejance to any 
of the European ports. For further particulars on this hen !, th»> reader it 
referred to Bacon'* B^ok 0/ Hate»t" IhtbtiH, 1737— |w^«« 8» and 99. 

Note S.— P^or 125. 
*• j4nd Education from o>n- s/'iores cvanishfrl, 

JVith those whit tought retreats bej/ond the Main." 

To eradicate Leaniiug the more efTectuaUy in Ireland, at tbe sanM tino 

that a price waa set- opoii the pro f e ss o i* a hiad» ti wan nlao aiada penal loc 

Poaan CallMiUtt to seni their eUldrea to Continental SeninariM* ieet odn* 

«nllofi Bight Mt be eihoteally dealrofvd I !• tt4oho Mdond that 

mmAal darkness should ottvspread tbe land, and learning peHsh after tlM 

Mfttltoas and inpotitic Meant emeliy det ised for iti total dettrwUen } 

NoTn 4.<- Pmb 130. 
** Yes I EngU*k enemtet whowonudMs Cnetd, 

Awoke Ait sympathies to see th^m Heed." 
The ingratitude and folly of James II. at tbe Bnttle of tbe Boyne, were 
egregiouslj- displayed in his silly partintity for hi* English enemies. Could 
any thing appear more ridicnlouis tbun bis ill-timed exclamation, '* Oh ! spars 
my English subjects ! when the Irish armj was pressing too hardly upon 
them. And wbeo Bw^, na Irish gunner, irho bad directed the ball that 
^raied the shoulder of William, re^nested pennbshm to send another with 
a death-warrant to the heart of his rebel aon*ib>lav» he cried ahwd In all 
bis misplaced sympathy and cowardice of spirit, '< Would you leavp ny 
daughter a widow ?" The baseneai of such vacillation and pnsUlaahnity 
re^oires 00 commentary I 

Note 5. — Paok 132. 
Your God, at best, was human here below , 
And wicked loo— to sacrifice Glenco," 
William the Thlid betrayed the weakneieof pusillanlmi^, and the re- 
vengeful epirlt of base-minded malignity) in Imning his irnifant, signed 
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aboTi and below> for the rnR««ncre of « bravn chieftain and all hi< clan, Thi* 
murderous aSkir vai luggoted by Lord lireodaibane lo Sir JoliD Dalrym- 
pie, usually styled the Maitor of Slairt WiUlam't PH? ate Secretaiy. A 
pioelaowtiofi was puUlshed in the Aatamn of 1601, wbkh deelatredthatalt 
Highland febeUwlui took the oatbi of allegiance to the new Gotenaieii^ 
before the fintof Januaiy enralng, ihonid be pacdoned ; and all did not 
were to be rendered subject to the Usurper's resentment. The HIgblanJers, 
aware of their personal danger by private information, all took the oaths, 
except Mac Donald of Gleiieo, who was only pravented from doing so by ad- 
verse circumstances, which be could not easily foresee or prevent. Glenco, 
and all bit clan, were obnoxlout to Lord Breadalbane, became of fie^aeiit 
wan between their fanllies. And so Utile feeling had the Master of Stair 
. for that brave and fiilthful clan« that he said* Mer^ wouU he lAttnm 
cwayi^on ikm,**—n noble and generous opinion for one Sootchmun toenler- 
tain towards another ! But the greatest offence urged against Glenco, wai 
Ji is fidelity to the interests of James H. nn l of his having been a distin- 
gul&bed actor in the bloody scenes of Ktiiicranky, under tbo command of 
Lord Dundee, who fell at llio close of the successfal, though fruitless 
struggle agaio&t the supporters of Usurpation. The fatal wurrant agaiast 
Glenco was axeeeted withnMmy elrcsun»taaeaa of oxtMne rigour and Inhn- 
Manltif. Willlan'i Beeretaiy gafe otden, that it shonldboseffeiely. elbetua^ 
and wttbontaiqr previous wnmh^. Forthti pnrpon* inPebmaiy, UM, 
two companita took np quarters in the valley of Glencoj not as Miemies, 
bot as friends, among the wbolu dun. To conceal the wiclced intenthMttlie 
more securely, the soldiers selected to perform this bloody service were of 
their own lineage— Highlanders of Argyle's regiment ; and thp oflTicer com- 
mandiog, was Captain Campbell, of Glenlyon, uncle to the wife of one of 
Glenco's sons. All were well and hospitably received } and they had conti- 
Bued In the vallsf nearly a fortnight, when* In the dead of a dreary Winter's 
nigh^ they rose incold>blood to butcher their friendly entertaineis. Capt. 
Campbell bad even supped and played at cards with Glenco** famUy the 
evening before. Thiri^^eight men were murdered — and the rest would 
hare experienced the same fate, had not the alarm been giren by some of 
Glenoo's sons, who overheard one of the soldiers saying, " he liked not the 
work," adding, « he feared not tho Mac Donalds iu the field ; but he bad 
scarcely courage t(^ kill them in their sleep''— yet consoling himself with 
considering the oAceis only accountable. Tbesequdof this tragic scene 
taforms us^ that young Mao Donald and bis b Atber> overbearing these thbig^ 
bttstened to apprise their father of bis danger ; but on their anrlval» they 
found the house already surrounded by the soldiers who were destined to 
become Iheir executioners ; and they could distinctly hear the discharges of 
muskets, and the shrieks of the women and children. The old chief was 
sliot through tho bead, lying on hi» bed, and bis distracted consort, who did 
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not tieipeiliiiilt^ died Um ndst norattg ift«ilat« ottmuf* Mae Donild'c 

noble guest, the Lord of AuehUwUriatant who, three inoaib* before) had 
made bis submission to the government, and bad a protection on his person, 
was also put to death, while an innocent boy, of eight years old, was stabbed 
to Uit) heart by a subaltern oiTicer, in the act of imploring mercy at the feet 
of Campbell. Almost all the sufferers perished ia their beds. Two bun- 
dnd iMd bMA doomed lo deitractioa % but of tbeiej 168 evtaped tiw wMaew, 
«a tbe pane% at wit intended, had not been eecttied. The houeat oltiM 
wholeelan wereborned, and Ibelr properly eonilgned to the a6ldleii> while 
the wretched widows und orphans were left naked on the snow, at the di^ 
tance of ten miles from any human habitations ! This shoclcing massacre, 
that will never be forgotten, shul! remain as a stigma on the character of 
Kiiiij Williaiii forever f It wns u driJi llul nffair; yet trifling" in eiiurniily 
to mauy aimiiar scenei which Ireland lias witnessed, iium time to timey 
of stilt greatw cnidfy and laTage atrocity. 

The acoount of thb inhuman mamaete hi given moeh moie minutely hi 
detail hi Seon** Takt emuljath«r l*> yet the kwOng faotuie mneh 
tbe fame, with some exceptions. The two sont of Mac Ian, tbe chief, were 
not sacrificed, as above stuted, but made their escape, having been wunod 
by an old hexdMnan of the family, of their imminent danger. 

How 6.^PAnB 1S8* 
'*,II^AtmBmrhritmMUt it»ia»ag9C0trt 

In Jfi4e^ar0tUau," 
It related of an Emperor of Mort^co, the successor of Muley Ismaet, 
thnt he invented a cruelly refined species of punishment for an Alcaide, who 
, had disobeyed hiscommatids. Heordered the unfortunate offender to bebrougbt 
before him in tbe great square of Mequinex, the capital, whither ho had 
directed an ox to be eonveyed, whme heed mi cot oll^ and tin belly opened 
from one end to tibe other. 8ls-'mcii then eelned the onhappy crfaainal— 
stripped him, and shot bim up altve In the bow^Uol tbe animal, euflferhig 
bis bead to pRjeet through the opening at the neck. Then by means of 
six large hoops of iron, prepaied imr the purpose, the body of the ox vras 
braced together, so as to make it a very close prison, from which it was im- 
possible for the wretch to release himself. The devoted suHerer was left 
in this manner, abandoned lo despair, to be gnawed by worms, which, after 
a few days, were generated firem the corrupted fle&U oi liie beast j yet, to 
pratonghiitonieiitair and aggmnitofalt agonies, handfulsof. CW«ewMM« 
warn, fkom thoe to tirne^ pnt into his mouth* He expired atlength, half-de- 
cayed, and eaten by toiwt^ ktorlng to bit keepenn spectacle equally 
horrible and pitiable J 

• CoutcoMou is a kind of porridge nude of riet ind atal, and cttcn hf 

the Mbors.— TraotU pf H9lmido, v$f, U 
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Mors I.'Kaok 154. 
'* J%t UniM—promd mr mogt destmciivepni*** 
Our Country* much ns she had wutained from oppression and cruelty, mmi 
experienced injustice of a deeper (iy^* than in the wicked and frnudulvttl 
iiienn<» by which the \*tis uccomplisbed. Previous to the eilecliiation 

ot tiiat diabolicui mea&ure, the vile common sewers of Corruplioa wereiin- 
■laiea^ to iaanteta oinr wMlw with lit SovBMam, ind to contaailiMito •!» 
hmciA •bMNf hwf i th9 Nm and tbe apottate, tha venat Mammmito aad 
the yoUlkal ilcliotiiaiit, trafllckad witb ntnUtoriia taipltado for Ibe floal 
faia of Iffdandf u4 obtained Uie fordid foil prica for tbetr eseexabio daadi : 
tbe liberties of our country were wantonly bartend by lalMnous tooh of 
power, for piact?»;, pensions, and golden temptations. Svofl men v.-ho fiad 
hitherto held i heir posts in the ranits of patriotii^m, were seduced In- the 
glittering attructions ol ^iammonian smiles : the few ooly, of thoi>e who 
possessed power, w«re fouad nigorruplible, aini superior lo intrigue and 
political artifice. Knowing t/be meo at we do, huv much should we axe- 
crato tha tniltof% and IdoUsa tho champioot of out cauta at that monentoni 
crlii«— mieh ai a PUsnkgti and a BmAo «aw to tfaow daji» who* if they 
cottldo<rtiteathopro!greMof corrupUoNi andpiunt »iiilao« wom do- 
quently senOiaeDtal to tlieir ftaunch oppocitioa to tbe caUusioo of wicked 
^lin inters, among whom should be distlngulabed as chief leader, the Arch- 
traitor, and murderous Matricide— a Castiercng'k, wbost' g-uilty hand was 
made the instrument of divine Tengeaoee upon tiiamtU i«f th^ Mu;ri&co of 
bis betrayed country. 

On tbispalsful sufeject ft la hega ■■■eaeifafy. to«mpU(y^ as a more 
hlgUy-gUted and papular paUlo obaaaetoa haa.theooraft floodoltoained 
]%ht, both ori tbe eausee tid aflbGiB of th« Utdm in Ui^patidoUG hMm to 
the Faople of Ireland, on tbe llepsal of tbe Union : Letters wbich cannot 
he perused too often with tolaan inftacai^ or bo antlgciajlt^y ^dartwd bjF/tba 
true friends of Ireland. 

Note 2 — Paue }65. 
Upon the vtittUige- ground of IndiptMdeH^t 
(htr/aithJulBt&ttmm manMbd •llttiim hotU,*' 
On tba aceenioo of Oooigo III* our Mah, ParNiMMlrti liieM dicing the 
life of tba fegnant SorctdKB. -floon altar UmI; umM^ Ib^ Hmt dbtin^t 
dawnings of national IndepandMCO wtio dt^piiyai-to tjM Ha^tfptNlii of fte- 
liament : the second, in tbe establisbmentof a free trade bi 1V7|: *!|f[^ll|ifl*j 
in 1783, that brightest period of our modern history, when our patriotie 
Senate declar^>d its iodepenrlpnce nn i nationality. From that day tbe spring 
of Ireland's prosperity began to euliven oor landscapes^ and bi;igbJ»'n our 
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fleldi ; hut the period <>i iunshiue wiis like the fine muiniug of a Winter's 
day, fair, though dkCextful, naU buoa liable to change. Tbeu awoke the 
■MMa iBil Midfd jaalowgr of mioopoUBiiig England ; sad oecovJiog to tlmt 
jmtwhoeatoof Iriib In d epcik to nco, tbo polrioUQ Stuko, loidid Mlllali BritMo,) 
« chroogh on toto tor— co of ow fmpnlljr/' roiolml opoo thtX ialquilotn 
maonire, which was calculatodto wtthhold "the rights of nature from a 
great natioo." In fine, the Union was carried fraud, violence, and ia* 
justice, against rfght and equity, nod ought to he speedily repealed. 

In the " Cnsf nf Jrehind S(atfd," Mr. Mo'jjnax has clearly demODstrated 
that the British i'nriiHment hud no right to bind us bj legislative acts, or to 
assume the power of controlling our natioial Saoate bj their enactments, 
lit feM MrtieiMtorily sbewiiy Ibat ivam tbe lino of John* King of England* 
•wteDfwtad with tte titto nod tuthori^ of tte Loidth^ of Ireland 
Hofol iather» ou FtarltMUMil vm diiUneUf io|nu«I« isom tbat of Boglaad i 
«Bd that no Biitisb Act of Parliament coaU be leceived as law in this 
country, till it received the sanction of our own Senate. This ingenious 
writer stntes, thut us u grant of Ireland was made to King John solely, who 
recognUwNi the independence of our Parliament, none of bis succibsors bud 
any right to violate liial inde^eudeuce. Therefore* after the Ilevolulion, 
•mkatk Vbkk potat wot dbfolad* w H bod boen boforo in Pvj/niugs days, lUs 
saalDiM cbamyioo of Irahmd ootiiod tho field of logteol argument to proto* 
tbattbia Klngtawaa alill wooofnaMd and in AiU poaeiiion of civU 
In*VttndMM» tbongb aakaowtadging ttaaa«Uiodty of the British Mooareb. 
His reasoning is just ; and bis proofii incontrovertible; and so much did 
bis work alarm Ihtf English Government, after its publication, tbnt it was 
orifered to be biinu iJ by the common hangman ! Mr, Ai@lyti£ux was the 
ioumate Iriend oi Juhn Locke ; and, to the character of n Patriot, added ibo 
repatation of a Mathenatkiaa oad a Fbiloeopbei:. His viudicaiioa wus 
dndlcoled to Riny WHUnoik poUlM Vtn, 

Sobaetaonqr to tbe piiblicatioa of Moiynewci VIndlentloii, the inbjeet 
of btlfend'c Ind^pendnnM oad noa-lndapeadeiico wae diicnmd* by farhioi 
writers, while tbe stronger passions of Iko Brtttrii and Irish statennenven 
highly excited by stimulating circumstances. Engtlsh Acts of Parliament 
were passed to bind Ireland, unit were as ably opposed hy the Members of 
the Ii :sh House : fFood's Hai/penct were sent tiithpr hy ati arbitrary Eng- 
lish law, thut wHi met by the indignation ut both tbe Senate andpeople of 
Iielaodr Mtaong wtaM XtaM Swift took aproodaeot part in bis Drapiers', 
£eMir#itbftlb«lhof wbMH aoMi Skmrtwitut^tktaiai^efMmi, 
is well wocth tho petotd: of Irttb UklonlMn at tho pment dkj, to lanHib 
tlMm with l»ottor q>inions than they may lifsol dispoeed to entorhiin on a 
subject that so much involves tbe true intoraleof liebuuL 

Many leading men belon0:itfg to tbi^ country aWy opposed Ihe legislative 
Union of Great Britain aad£reland| though the fascinating smiles of British 
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palronset btvt iloct created « thange of oflnioa, if no! of eoateieatlew 
oonTtetton, on tbts poUUeal qoactloD. An BngUih D^nituy, (Uw BUbtf 
of UandaD!) nttbe lime tbelrltii Vnlon wnedebnledbefoiotbeBtlttib 

Pnrliument, in a flae allcjgaileal figure, compam tbe spreading swny of 
English power ton gootJly tree cxternling its sbelteriag boughs of protectioD 
\rith fostering influence towards our country, and that If we disdained the 
guardianship of this urborary, maternfil protector we would ultiniaieiy be- 
come tbe self-willed victims of French iiepublicanism. Tkis lawn-sleeved 
stulesmua did notseenato reaaoQ on mturd principles; at tiie diadov of 
trees In general b bostile.to Tegetable life tbai feeblte nnfoeleriaj^ialnence. 
He surely did not oonsMer the British Q»t n tree of friendly ^pinU^ 
ties to our unchertshed state! for we have unbappUy fowd that 
its pestUentittl shade has, at all times, shed blight and destrucHett en 
our soil, eqnnlly baneful both to vegetable nnd nnimal life. It was moct 
infilling to the noble sensibilities of b p resit T uition, whose inciepen lpnco 
was imhllcly acknowledged in llHi,* to witness tbe audacity and mtadunty 
ol British Statesmen, and Irish, or rather Anglo- Irish, apostates, before tbe 
uccompUsbment of the Union. Bfery lute of eeeoned gold was inedy and 
every Intrigulog ert of fltate-eblcanery and e^joleiy was employed to second 
the purposes of British Injostice, till the fenal Mevbeia of the ItUb Vu- 
llameDly whom Mammon's glittering smiles had allun*d, gained a 
preponderance over pt hlic rectitude and incorruptible patriotism, which 
soft'sedoclng language could not wiOj and which soidid gold coukl not par- 

m' 

• By the 22d of George III. c. 53, our Parliament was rendered inde- ^ 
pendant of the British Legislature in all things, except the regal authority 
in tbe exercise of lli*^ prerogative of giving the stability of law to Acts passed 
in our National Parliiuneni, by tbe s unction of the Royal Assent. The 
Legislative Body of tbe Irish Parliamt-nt, thnt period, consisted of 48T 
Members : nnmch , 22 Spiritual, and 165 Temporal Peers, in the House of 
Lords i and oUO Conmioncrs in the Lower liouse. By tbe Act of Union, 
our representation in the Imperial Council was reduced to 4 Spiritual, and 
28 Temporal Peers, in tbe Lords'; and 100 Commoners in tbe Lower 
House, tbas virtually destroying the civil inQuence of Ireland, in the great 
Conncllof tbe Empire. It soust be acknowledged that^ though the inde- 
pendence of Irish legislntfon was sensibly gaining- ?rrniind from thf? 
accession of the Hanoverian Line, our country couiii boast only of 
a short period of civil eminence and popular integrity. How could it bo 
otherwise. — Whui was our parliamentary history from tbe Invasion, till neat 
tbe time of the Union, but a registry of the Transactiuus of that Anglo- 
Irish Colony which fraudful injustice bad established in our country, to 
oppress with tyrannous laws the proudspirit of native ind^-pen Jence ! in this 
Catholic isiand tbe catholic interest had little weight in the cuunciis of tbe 
English Pale ; so that though English, assumed rights, were strictly supported, 
ibe cren* body of the suffering Irish were without representation, and plneed 
beyoiui ibe protuclioaof tbe laws, lest tbe ancient energies of Ireland should 

. nt any time arise in vengeance against her p^^^^tmSf Uiiongh the eiuoy- 

^ ment of equal privileges* 

(»<) 
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^h»M^ Many of Ihe vutuom Senators of our country, since that black JBn, 
bave passed away, to receive the rewards due to their metlU : ^rZZ 
viv. to sigh over tbe sorrow, of paiaful reftMtloii J ye. I aDd no few of ti^ 
aggrandized Matricide, .tm e«ca«hertto MeedlDg b«o« «^ l*';^^ 
tvred mother, wh«e intererf. they f«l«»ok, aod whose Liberty and Indepen- 
ie,^^ wantonly and wiekedl, «crlttced, likeJadas hcar.ot for th. 
XoMnnocenl blood, and for self.int.re^t and promotion on the regal 
,nldeofNationalFr«dom,andthe violation of tbe sacred rights of an uncon- 
-nered people ! How much .hould the detest.ble wretches be despised ! How 
fargelv huve they purchased infamy lor themselves and their posterity ! We 
knowihe fawning SpanieU, that for hollow honours.flattering to their wnity. 
would lick the soles of the tyrants that tra»pIeontl»mwhenttelrlnglor.ou. 
services are no longer required : .tfU .enslble. however, of their shameful 
deed., they hafO dhrguiwd their »po.t«cy with tbe n^a of cv.l dignity, and 
the &««««f titular conMquence, that they mny dazzle us with lb. irrn- 
pings of titles to blind our sense of recollection. Alas ! what are tliey in all 
the meretricious display of fnl-' ensigns ? We know Ibem still ; and tbe chil- 
dren of our cbilJrens' children will be laugbl to point the finger of .eoni at 
their odious onVpring. How high-sounding «ew titles and dignities may 
m.pear, we envy not the poMOHor., who K>U their ooontiy forthehattbleof 
vam.glory-a tmiofon. epithet} tor wo feel convineed, thot one «!lf.«pproT. 
ing boor of an honert,iinchldi»g beert, is worth a llfe-time of those painted 
Butterflies, ereatrn of cormptlon.wbich self-debasing qualities ti- ^nn- 
ebtee of Courtly favour, have warmed into existence from tbe crawling Ca- 
tcrplUars of heredit-..ry nothingness, to flutter and flm,nt in the gay summer 
of prosperous infamy, while living on tbe putrescence ot corruption. It U use- 
less to regret, at this distance of time, that so many ready instvuments wore 
found m this country to co-opewto wllhBrltldl fiuud andtojltttioetoeftct. 
iogaunionoifouf WthMloliidepeiidoitfitoto wlthnforelgn Legldative. At 
aUotewt^ the olUect was secuwd, white nnUttaiypadtoek was imposed on 
tholipsof IrlApatriotisill, topiwrentthe protesting exclamations of the nati- 
onatvoieo: theslafowoslinked more closely with the despotic enslaver, and 
Ler nobler energies were thus rivetted to the merciless destinies of iron- 
hearted tyranny. Irishmen! shall this fatal bo. I a re main unbroken? or rather 
shall this gordian knot remain unsevered. Hands less active than youfs b«fO 
done more than tlas-your country,Uke a ▼ictim under the chariot wheels of 
k'ishn u or Juggcrnaut,a ready tohe iDinolated— dw who hassnffiired nthov 
sandmartycdonuhefiMO. hash«>D poliiioally resMOitsledIo snflier again : wiU 
yon took on with indllBsrence and witness the tragical scene with heartless 
npathy? gird your loins with the sword of resolution, and shield your de- 
toted peient from destruction, if still a portion of Milesian blood trickles 
through your veins. Bind up your spirits in tbe girdle-band of Union, ond 
release the Royal CspUve from impending ruin: the effort wiii not re«iuire 
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an eAwSoD of Uood : for bloody Mcriflcei niiutbe pnide&tlj afoidcd, lest 
our ewmin shouM have new cnwct fot dctpotte trlttmpb* : una- 
ttinuly .will prove more succenful In releasing yooi eonntry from ttio 

gratpof (1«nlb. Wbj tlioald disunion ffevall among tlie sons of Ireland, 
while tbe inieresia of Eight Mtliionf nr» involved In the civil wedlock of 
their nulion with Great Britain ? U'itli on« voice coll loudly for a divorce, and 
you will obtain it — po^tular concord is stronger than Tyranny — the physical 
unity of tt people is irresistiible : why sit with folded hands whetting your 
donliti and Indulging tout fearSj where the warfare wlil but prove a 
fdomacby ?— Univenal Liberff is abroad— and If die remains uninvited to 
yoursfaoKs, the fault it your own, and the misdiievouf consequenees will be 
yours to endure* Behold free America sitting under the Lauiel of Freedom, 
enjeying the sunsbioeof Petfce,' and profit by her glorious example : look 
to France, thai European school of Patriotism, iiml feel nsbnmed of your 
own ilec;^radalion : survey Belgiuni> Polnnd, and regenerated Greece, and 
say to yourselves, shall we longer remain passive spectators of such nobla 
triumphs over despotism and arbitraiy power, while wepoasem the elements 
of national regenetation and eivil Independence f-~Let none mistake the 
Author'k sentlmenia hi this note* He pieaobes not the doctrine of rebel- 
lion, or Insubordination to the laws* He strict^ recommends the necessity 
of patriotic concord end national co*operaiion, ia striving to effect the 
Repeal of the jici of Union, that source of public wron;^, hy which we are 
impoverished ; an unjust law, which can be repealed, if Irishmen shall feel 
it thfcir interest to rally rouiul t!ie ^tnndnrd of lodependencCy With hearts 
•firmly united on one, nobly naiioiial, ucsign. 

NoTB 3.— Page 156. 
The taiiest Poppies of oOr Garden blooms, 
fFert then cut thwn kg worse ikan Tarfuin keaub*** 
Allusion li beie piade «e the pefUlons eoadnct of the Infamonc Sextoi, 
sen of Taninln the Praud, towards the Mfi, among whom he sigonmed 
ireachefoosly. In order tobeliey them, and abuie the flj^ tol hospitallly. 
Having sent a messenger to bis father to enquire bow be dmuld act, and 
tbefathernol esteeming it prudent to send direct instriidinns to his wicked 
son, took the mes&enc^cr into hi« garden, where be struck off the heads of 
mil such Poppies as out-topped the rest. Sextus, understanding the sym- 
bdlieal act of Tarquin, immediately put to death all persons of the greatest 
dMhmtlmi among the Qnbli, and imprisoned the rest $ by vhieb mesas be 
easily betnyed the city to bb fhtber«-ilMMi» IKiftfy. 

Not84.^Paob ]5i. 
'* Two poieiti causes marred the EngUsk Creed, 
Prom fini 0 kut, in htUtnd^s CMsiim JdeJ* 
The y?r«/, a host of profligate clergymen, against whom thenKKt zealous 
promoters of the Refonnation loudly declaim $ the seosmf, an opentive q^farit ' 
(236) 
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oi in.viliuie persecution, that strove lo exterminate tbc obnoxiuus uncienl 
faiUi of tbe land. BoelieaMM eeuM onljenwmte froiD a prejudiced or 
kicked Mlttittnr* wboi* mlignant powioni were nraefa loo stroog for public 
▼irtue to auhdue, or ye( p w t e r f e within proper bounds. Clergymen em only 

expect lo loapreM new doctrinex bj* good cxnmple, a precedent which wa* 
•bamefully wanting here ; and lliev wlin seek, hy porsectifion, In exterminate 
religion, mistake ihiMroliject, a-, llu- ilefoimers have lutlirrtf- donr a le.wn 
whiclj liislury niii;;ljt havw taught our ianutical ni!t*r'^, in tlnM aily !if;e.s of tim 
Christian Cljurcli, wiien the biuudof mart}rs pruvfd the bvA nuuriitiiment tor 
the spreading vine of Cbrislianily. Numerous authorities of ProtestaAt 
writen might be quoted respecting the dfnolute babitx of tbe reforming; 
elergx In tbi* eoontry* wlneh tbe learned render must have already penned 
in the Boiiy works wfaerein Ibetr profligacy is reprobated, and tbdr moraU 
contrasted with the piety of the Catholic priesthood. Sj}tncer, who was aa 
eye-witness to their wicked !ivf»<!, )<aiiiriilly Inments their irreligious wan- 
tonness and unholy lives.— Spencer "j Stafe v/ Ireland, p. 1 1 1, 

Disgraceful and reprehensible as the conduct of the PruteiitniU Ciergy 
might bare been here, from tbe introduction oftbe Reformation inlheReignof 
Edward Vf. and tbeneeforwaid to tbe Revohition ; we find thai both Clergy 
and laily were notbiag better In the Reign of William III. Lord daren- 
den, hlmielf complatni of the profligaey of the tlmes» in writing to the 
AKhbisbop of Canterbury. In one of hi^ letters to that Dignitary he 
writes — " that very few of the Clergy rrsi lod on tbiir cures ; that they 
employed pitifu! run!lp<;, unfit for their ofTicci wliicli reduced the 
people to look ufl»r ilomish Priests, or non-conformist preachers, of 
which there were plenty : that he found it an ordinary &lute of things in 
Ireland for a Minitter to hnve five) six, or more cures* and to get tben 
supplied by those who would do It cheapest.*' ** ^hen'* adds he, ** I discourse 
with my Lords the Bidwpt ob theae things, I confeas, 1 hare no latisfaetofy 
answers." 

Mr. Lr«/ey, a creditable eye-wltieasjSSTf, that Atheism, contempt of 
Religion, debauchery nnd violence wero mo-t notorious and universal in this 
protestr'.nt army in frelnnd from to 10U2, and more publicly practised 

thun iie iiau i<no\vn in the world. Marshal Schomberg writes thus to king 
William : " The Minbters of Religion here are by no means so aetire as 
the Romish Clergy in aetltaig gieod example." He elsewhere blames them 
for little attention or nljlaebiDent to their parishes. Queen Mary In writing 
to her Rofal Consort^ WIUIam» chwges him " to take care of tbe Church in 
Ireland, sbiUag> that et eiy one agreed that it was the worst in Christen* 

Tiie same Mr. Lesley, beforenventioned, ('aiways the advocate of trutll 
and the viiidicutor of ngiit,) s;»ys, that to his certuiii knowledge several had 
turned papists on account of tbe lewdness of the array and tbe Apostacy of 
the clergy, nnd that to this cause was owing the numerous converts Co 
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popery btyotid wbal Ibey bad baen during the Reign of King James. 
Bisbop Buraet attiibutirs tbe growtb of IrMllgfoa and fwnorality attbb 
juncture to •tmtliir moUvai* ** A disbelief of ReUgion" nys tbif writer* 
"aprofene mockery of tbe Cfaristieii Feitb, and itamjiteries* became 

scnndalouR Md avowed $ audit natt be confeaied, that tbe betutviour of 
tbe clergy n^ave Atheism no cmnll udTanlapi'e. Their gf'neral dcportniL-nl 
•was siicli, that uiion llii; wbolo matter, the nn*inn whs falling into general 
corruptiun, both u.s tu oiorais and principles, insomuch that it gave U6 appre- 
hensions of a heavy judgment from beaven." On taking a retrospective view 
of the true itateof tbe English Church In Ireland^ and forming a just est!* 
mate of tbe Clergyi we need not maml to ind bow litQe progress was made 
by a new RHlgton, whose defentfeia were to badly calculated to gire it 
stability in a soil where Catholicity whs so firmly vooted. On the oppfessife 
burden of the Established Cburcb in Ireland, comraentaries are unneceMarr. 
as the subject of tbt» grievances rtsnlling: from Cbarcb Ascendancy, an' hut 
too generall) known, iis well as severely felt. With tbe bl?ii->ingN of tem- 
porulitiej;, pluralities, iumI the Tilbing-system, we have bad wuful exptrience 
for several ages. On tbe iniquity and injustice of supporting a Churcli by 
t^e power and agency of penal Iaw» we shall not an>plify, how great soever 
tbe necessity* as it is conceived that the question of Church proper^ witt 
shortly be brought before the British I^^^islatufe, with a view to remedy 
tbe e^;i« that flow from tbe assumed rights and ecclesiastical possessions of 
the esl.ililiihment. Of Tithe exactions, and the disgrace ftil scenes con- 
jiec'e ! with the parsoa's rigoiuus mode of extorting bis fjilsi-Iy privilrjed 
l i^his, lamentable examples have bijenscl in almost every parish in Ireland, 
sufficient to merit, for tbeprireaiy actors in Ibis frequently tragical, national 
Dremai tbe ignominy and odium of evary well-tbiMcIng individual in tbe 
• land. In tbe DramaiU Pertonta, the Protestant Reolor porform* a coa- 
. spicuous cbaracterj in tbe conslatorlal Arena of Ua Histrionic qunlifi- 
' cations, wherein bo struts in clerical buskin as prime raoveri supported, in 
bis part, by the Tithe-Proctor, Cimstable>, BailiQ's nnJ n pms» of Police or 
Yeomuni y, to cheer lii.n on tlirougb llie itnpo'iiMj»- display of l>is (Miurch 
■Mililniu aliilities, Ilje stage of action oiU'H streams with innocent 

biuod I *i uese i'ursuMical Tlieuiricals are but too frequently performed 
before a bleedings or a weeping audience, with heartleaB indi£R»rence, while, 
it must be acknowledged* tbe furnished entartainment ie both impresvive 
nnd alTecting ! All must allow* and thousands have pa inf ully felt* tbatonr 
Corps Drumiilique is very respectable In numerical force, and most zealous 
us to iniliviJiial elliciency ; but the national tusle is palled vritb the tire- 
some ripftilinn of tlie same bill of fare, served up, so disgustingly, from 
year to year, to <'xoitfi ati anxious longing foi i (J iinge of performance from 
deep Tragedy to .something rooro comiu una exhilarating* It must be 
admitted that tbe last act of tbe NewfowH'Bmry after-piece has invoM 
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too much meluncboly intere»if and IBO10 of buman sympathy tbon «bould 
ban b««a «xci(ed for (be mere MBusament of bloody'minded Tragedian*, 
at tbaexpensa of guUtlaisbliHMi, ao wantonly died, tbtn to excite the 
widow'a taar and orphan's wall ! It is much, to be desired that tbi»sboek« 
big Manacru will stimulate tbe British Purliatnent to ndopt ways niid 
meant to prevent, in future, by legal aiitbority, tbt> formidnble power of 
annoying Ibe peace of foclety, to gratify clerical cupidity ! 

NdTF 5. — Vaqf. l.'>fl. 
« Al'vofp!, ihc Absentees our soui-ccs drain, 
7u jjam^cr lujeurjf and pompous pride.*' 
We need not reject the aiq^titious belief of the existence of Fampirest 
so long as Ahnnteeim continues to drabi tbe veiy life-blood of our impo- 
verl^ed» devoted country. This nationalj many-beaded Monster of a 
tbuuaand appetites, and greedy propensities, antlcipattts lis sordid wonts 
with tbe eyes of Argus, iuid grasps at our substance with tbe bonds of ■ 
Uriareitt : It comiui-erules not our toji, tbuu;j;Ii, like Sisyphus, we are 
doomi'vl t(j loil the l oiultTous slone uf naUonal cnlaniity toward tbe sunintit 
of our UillicuUies, u burden wliich always presses bacic upon us lo prove our 
iuefifiGient labour. Tuii a» we mayj in fruitless activity, tbib iuUigenous 
Nen*detcript must be fed, yet its all-deTouring, ravening desires, are 
never satisfied, Iboogb it bos redtteed Irebind to a meagre skeleton, a frigbt- 
fill spectre, melancboly in look, and haggard in feature* Upon (bis mon- 
ster, that survives by suction, are entailed, as if by Heaven's anathema, both 
^ \he hunger nn^ (hirsi o{ Tanfalns, which neither fouil nor beverage can 
suiiute; and tliough the vulture of remorso may gnaw its liver, like Pro- 
ntetheus, it I'eels no sentiment of pity for the excruciating suilerings of its 
unhappy vicum* Lei us destroy, by powerful means, ibis greeJy roun^ter ; 
or let it be bound In indbNolahle chains to this blessed soil, where serpents 
cannot survive. 

Legislative measures diould be promptly adopted i^inst AhtenieHtm, 
te teach its members o sense of right. A tax should be ibnpaseJ upon them 
to a large amount, if they will prefer a l*oreii;n nation to their own ; or, 
otherwise, they should be compelled by law to reside in tbe country whence 
they draw their resources. The wisdom of Government should pve\ < r)t the 
cuntiiiuance of this great national evil, through a feeliug of justice lo iLo 
eggrieved DaHvtt of thto oppreiaed oonntiy. 

CANTO V.-THE BRA OF INDEPENDENCE. 

Nora i.--PAOB 1T5. 
" Erhh 'Ae d^aUUeu Pkmnue of m fFesl,*' 

Renews existence front the funeral pile,*' 
Among some of the mysterious ^mbols to be found in Heathen Mytho* 
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logy, the Pbanix kM btten reprosented as one of the most singular. The 
Tttlgar, tmlUioiuilteeottat of Um Pta«inix, represenU her as a natural crea- 
tion, gifted with life end self-reitorlnf ieoiltiee : that, eceording to some, 
she lives a thoiiMed yeen, while othen limit her existence to 000, eod 000. 

Tbe true secret of this cyclic symbol is to be fennd la the secred, numentl 
Alphabets of tbe Greeks and Chaldeans, wLich be.ir solfly on the grand 
Solar Cycle of the Egypliiins who first obtiiined it from the Chaldean?. 
The Coptic niimerHl?!, from wdich tbe word is derived, nre PHRE, modified 
by the Greeks to suit the same period in thtjir Alphabet to I'lIKS, each 
number anouDttng to 008. The Hindoos, wrote for a similar purpose, the 
word PMra, wbence evidently comes y!r«, iiMMracb at tbe Ban it thegieaC 
principleof beatandUght* tbetwoeblefeffeeteorftra. In Ireland, tbe aneieBt 
triennial imrliements seemed also to appljr to some cyclie |»eriod of the 8on« 
those meetings of the Iri-^fi stales were called tbeJPe«i altor the naanner 
of tbe Grerks. This is ii subject worthy of further enquiry, n-? much mrs- 
tcry bangs uljout Mythological terios^ wbich a due attention to the Celestial 
Alphabets of tbe Ancients would elucidate ; tbe inattention to wbicb, bas 
occasioned many errors and great absurdities, uajong those who bafe been 
accounted tbe learned.^ ro/AnMcy'e CaL Plh^** Nat, UUt, RtiiifU 
Diet, tfc 

Ireland has experienced 050 yean of varied peneeulton»and penal atlic 

tinn ; tlierefore, it may be truly saidi bereycle of calamity is full, when it i« 
right she sliould be recfenerated, and rise, PAor/ttor-like, from the ashes o' 
dissolved Majesty, young, beautiful, nnd blooming, w ith healthful iidolw 
cencp. It is said that the youug Phoenix collects the ashes of her <-ir 
immolated parent, and bears them to the Temple of the Sun at iieliopous, 
where she deposiU tbem on tbe altar of the bright Divinity. Ireland, 
tberefore, when sbe sball have been xegeaefated* an event probeUy not 
far distant* may collect tbe cinerilioue rematoi of (be thugk of Stavety, 
fromwblcb sbe will emerge into tbe renovated life of liberty* and carry 
tbem to tbe foot of the British Throne, to offer them as an oblation of gene- 
ral tmnrHiy, to the evil destioy of intolerant peneculwn* for cenlaries of 

wroHg.>. 

Tbu Author conceives that he cunnot close his Po«m La a more appropri* 
ate manner tbun in the patriotic words of Moo^k : 

"But though Gtory be gone— and though Hoipe fade away^ 
Tby name lovely Erin { shall live In bis songs : 
Not even in the hour when bis heart is moat gay, 

yfiM be lose the remembrance of thee and thy wrong* ! 
The stranger sbal! hear thy lament, on his plains ; 

The sigh of thy Harp sliall be sent o'er the deep. 
Till thy Masters thom = ( Iv- s ns they rivet tby chains. 
Will pause at the song of tbeir Captive and weep 

•K I K I S. 
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